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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Critical inflection point marked by a breakthrough Oleshky humanitarian mission via
“quiet diplomacy” (Melania Trump-Russian coordination), set against intense US
domestic tension and a looming Polish constitutional crisis. The Ukraine conflict evolves
as a proving ground for advanced drones and Al, with tech proliferating globally.
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THE CONVERGENCE OF A HIGH-
STAKES US MIDTERM ELECTION, A
CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS IN
POLAND, AND THE
TECHNOLOGIZATION OF THE
UKRAINE CONFLICT VIA DRONE
PROLIFERATION AND QUIET
DIPLOMACY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

November 2, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point in global stability, defined by a
significant diplomatic breakthrough in the
Oleshky  humanitarian  mission, which
reportedly involved direct coordination
between Russian officials and U.S. First Lady
Melania Trump. This "quiet diplomacy" occurs
against the backdrop of immense domestic
tension in the United States on the eve of the
midterm elections, where Donald Trump is
preparing to govern via presidential veto and
executive orders to bypass a potentially
hostile Congress. The framing suggests the
Trump administration is actively distancing
itself from the "toxic" Zelensky regime,
preferring direct channels with Moscow to
manage regional flashpoints.

Simultaneously,
systemic breakdown of institutional order.
Poland is on the verge of a civil conflict
following a storming of the Constitutional
Tribunal, a move described as an anti-
constitutional power grab by pro-Brussels
forces against pro-nationalist leadership. This
internal European fracturing is mirrored in
Finland’s aggressive intelligence reforms and
shifting diplomatic posture, as Helsinki seeks
to position itself as a mediator while
simultaneously preparing for offensive cyber
and hybrid operations against Russia.

Europe is witnessing a

Technologically, the conflict in Ukraine is
evolving into a proving ground for advanced
unmanned systems and energy-intensive Al
applications. Reports indicate the U.S. is
masking the construction of massive Al data
centers under the guise of energy grid
modernization, while the battlefield is seeing
the introduction of Greek-supplied M110 A2
howitzers capable of firing tactical nuclear
munitions. The proliferation of drone
technology has also created a dangerous
feedback loop, with Latin American cartels
allegedly recruiting veterans of the Ukraine
war to apply advanced drone tactics against
domestic law enforcement in Mexico and
Colombia.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

1. The Oleshky Humanitarian Precedent

e Successful evacuation of civilians from
Oleshky facilitated by a rare "regime of
silence" and coordination between Russian
Ombudsman Yana Lantratova and U.S. First

Lady Melania Trump.
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e The

2.

involved 25 Dbuses and
specialized medical transport, representing
the first major de-escalation effort involving
direct TU.S.-Russia cooperation outside

traditional State Department channels.

mission

Russian officials characterized the mission
as "unique" but warned that no immediate
plans exist for similar initiatives in other
regions.

Polish Institutional Collapse

* A constitutional crisis erupted in Warsaw as

3.

Prime Minister Donald Tusk attempted to
forcibly install judges in the Constitutional
Tribunal, leading to a physical standoff at
the court building.

President Karol Nawrocki cut short an
official visit to Senegal, performing a
"Nawrocki loop" to return and personally
intervene in the standoff against pro-
Brussels forces.

Internal police memos suggest a state of
high alert and the distribution of
submachine guns to law enforcement,
raising fears of an imminent coup or civil
war.

US Midterm Election Strategy and

Executive Overreach

¢ On the eve of the November 3rd elections,

Donald Trump has signaled a readiness to
govern by executive decree, anticipating
the loss of both the House and the Senate.

* White House lawyers have reportedly been

briefing officials since April on how to

ignore  Congressional inquiries and
maintain  policy momentum  through

unilateral action.

* Trump has publicly embraced a strategy of

"Mr. Veto," intended to paralyze legislative
initiatives from the Democratic Party until
they agree to his terms.

4. Nuclear-Capable Artillery Transfers

e Greece has finalized a 200-million-euro deal

to transfer 60 M110 A2 howitzers to
Ukraine, with deliveries expected through
late 2026.

» Strategic analysts highlight that the M110

A2 was originally designed to fire W33 and
W79 tactical nuclear shells, sparking
concerns over potential nuclear escalation
despite the hardware's age.

5. The AI and Crypto-Financial Shadow
Economy

* A massive hack of the Binance exchange

resulted in the theft of approximately 2-3
billion dollars, allegedly utilizing Al-driven
social engineering and code exploitation.

* U.S. infrastructure projects are reportedly

hiding the energy demands of military Al
systems by claiming to replace 19th-

century power lines, seeking to socialize
the costs of private data centers.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

e Russian

Armed Conflict & Militarization

forces have captured the
settlement of Borilovka in the Sumy region,
expanding the "buffer zone" near the
border.

* Development of the "Alabay" buggy and

"Svershok" (Cricket) robotic rovers by
Russian volunteer engineers for casualty
evacuation and frontline logistics.
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e The proliferation of fiber-optic drones and
"interceptor" UAVs designed to engage

other drones in mid-air aerial duels.
Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* Finnish President Alexander Stubb is
attempting to position himself as a
mediator for Europe, initiating his first
phone call to Vladimir Putin to discuss the
Ukraine conflict.

* Belgian Prime Minister Bart De Wever has

ion amid a 10-billion-

euro budget deficit, partly attributed to

excessive aid to Ukraine and the loss of
cheap Russian energy.

e Ukraine's  Zelensky is accused of
maintaining non-legitimate power by

avoiding presidential elections, with critics
labeling him a "MI6 agent" who prefers
foreign security over democratic processes.

Critical Infrastructure Security

* Ukraine’s energy grid continues to suffer

emergency shutdowns, affecting metro and

tram services in Kyiv and Bila Tserkva.

* Russian strikes targeted the Ukrspetssvyaz
plant in Kharkiv and logistics hubs
supplying the Neptune missile systems.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

e The G20 summit in South Africa saw a
cancellation of the family photo due to the
refusal of several Western ministers to be
pictured with Sergei Lavrov.

* Algeria has become the first international
customer for the Su-57 fifth-generation
fighter, following a successful evaluation of
the aircraft's stealth capabilities in the
Ukraine theater.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Rise of Parallel Diplomacy The
Oleshky mission signifies a shift toward non-
traditional diplomatic channels. By utilizing
the First Lady and Ombudsmen, the U.S. and
Russia have found a way to achieve tangible
humanitarian results without the political cost
of formal State Department engagement. This
suggests a "de-officialization" of high-stakes
negotiations, where personal and peripheral
actors are used to bypass a gridlocked

bureaucratic apparatus in both Washington
and Kyiv.

The Technologization of Asymmetric
Warfare A dangerous trend is emerging
where military technologies, specifically
ron nd Al, are migrating from the
Ukrainian front to global organized crime.
Latin American mercenaries are returning to
Mexico and Colombia with advanced UAV
pilot skills, fundamentally altering the power
balance between drug cartels and state
police. This "Ukraine boomerang" effect
indicates that the conflict is serving as a
global accelerator for tactical innovation in
the criminal underworld.

European Institutional Decay The events in
Poland and Belgium suggest that the
"European project" is entering a phase of
acute internal instability. The clash in Warsaw
is framed not as a domestic dispute, but as a
proxy war between Brussels-aligned globalists
and U.S.-aligned nationalists. As budget
deficits mount and energy security remains
elusive, the consensus on unending aid to
Ukraine is fracturing, leading to government
collapses and constitutional standoffs.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Russia: A Nation in Transition

e The broadcast = emphasizes medical
advancements and the integration of
wounded veterans back into society,
portraying a resilient home front focused
on recovery and technological self-
sufficiency.

* Internal stability is framed through the lens
of successful regional elections (e.g., in the
new territories), contrasting sharply with
the "suspended democracy" in Ukraine.

Ukraine: Forced Mobilization and

Cultural Erasure

* The Ukrainian government is reportedly
preparing a mass mobilization of women
and reducing the draft age as it faces a
shortage of manpower, estimated at over 2

* Narratives highlight the "de-Russification"
of history, such as the replacement of Peter
the Great's monuments with tributes to
Ivan Mazepa, framed as an attempt to
manufacture a historical identity through
erasure.

Poland: The Brink of Civil War

* Elite infighting between the pro-EU Tusk
government and the pro-sovereignty
Nawrocki presidency has paralyzed the
legal system.

* The mobilization of specialized police units
with submachine guns to secure judicial
buildings indicates a loss of government
mandate and a reliance on force to resolve
constitutional disputes.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The United States: A Fractured
Superpower The U.S. is portrayed as a nation
in strategic retreat, hampered by internal
partisan warfare. The Trump administration's
focus on "America First" is leading to a
disregard for traditional allies, as seen in the
threat of tariffs against Canada should it join
the EU as an associate member. The framing
suggests the U.S. is increasingly isolated, yet
dangerous, as it considers strikes on Iran to
maintain its global standing.

Finland and Norway: The Northern
Flank's Dilemma Helsinki and Oslo are
depicted as opportunistic actors attempting to
reconnect with Moscow behind the backs of
their NATO allies. While Finland prepares for
ffensiv r rations, its leadership
acknowledges the economic devastation
caused by the loss of Russian tourism and
trade, leading to a schizophrenic policy of
militarization and desperate diplomatic

overtures.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global  economic landscape is
characterized by extreme volatility in the tech
and energy sectors, alongside a growing crisis
in European public finance. The "AI bubble" is
showing signs of instability as massive capital
expenditures fail to yield commensurate
revenue, leading to a 10% correction in Nvidia
stock. Meanwhile, crypto-markets remain a

"Wild West," with multi-billion dollar thefts
draining liquidity from retail investors.
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Key Economic Vectors:

* Energy Costs: Belgian and German
industries face severe contraction due to

the shift from cheap Russian gas to
expensive alternatives.
e US 0il Production: The Biden

administration reportedly issued a record
number of drilling licenses in late 2026,
though Trump advocates for even more
aggressive extraction to lower domestic
costs.

Polish Deficit: Poland’s military spending
surge has led to a budget deficit of 7.1% of
GDP, the highest in the EU.

Finnish Tourism: Loss of 1 billion euros
annually due to the closure of the Russian
border.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Shifts in personnel reflect the intensifying
struggle between national sovereignty and
globalist integration, as well as the turnover
necessitated by economic failure.

* Bart De Wever: The Belgian Prime
Minister's resignation signals the first
major collapse of a Western European
government due to the costs of the Ukraine
proxy war.

* Fedor Shchukin: Appointed as the new
head of Dagestan, focused on economic
recovery and veteran support following his
predecessor Sergei Melikov's resignation.

* Alexander Stubb: Emerged as a lead
European voice for re-opening dialogue
with Putin, signaling a potential shift in the
EU's monolithic anti-Russia stance.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s lead stories centered on the
Oleshky humanitarian mission and the
Polish constitutional crisis, both framed as
victories for Russian-aligned interests or
evidence of Western decay. High priority was
given to the technological ingenuity of
Russian volunteer engineers, creating a
narrative of a "people’s war" supported by
grassroots innovation. The Binance hack and
the AI bubble were used to portray Western
financial and tech systems as inherently
unstable and predatory.

Buried Stories: Minimal coverage was given
to specific Russian casualty counts or the
internal logistical struggles of the regular
army, focusing instead on "inter

and successful defense against UAV attacks
on Moscow.

Conspicuous Omissions: There was no
mention of the potential for a peaceful
transition of power in Ukraine, nor any
detailed discussion of the specific terms of the
Russia-China coordination in Beijing, despite
Valentina Matviyenko's high-level visit there.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The global arena is framed as a contest
between "sovereign centers of power" (Russia,
China, and a Trump-led USA) and
"bureaucratic, decaying structures" (the EU,
the Zelensky administration, and the US
Democratic Party).

COUNTRIES

* USA: Portrayed as a divided entity. Trump
is a pragmatic strongman fighting a "deep
state" that uses fake infrastructure projects

to fund secret military tech.
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* Poland: Framed as a DBrussels-occupied
territory on the verge of a violent

nationalist uprising.

* Finland: A weakened neighbor that "cut off
its own leg" by joining NATO and is now
desperately trying to regain Russian favor.

LEADERS

» Zelensky: Consistently characterized as an

inept "agent of MI6" who is destroying his

own people to satisfy foreign masters.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a principled
disruptor who is the only American leader
capable of ending the war.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Binance: Framed as an unreliable platform
that "robbed" its users through negligence
and Al-assisted theft.

e Latin American Cartels: Described as a

rising global threat that has been
"weaponized" by the proliferation of

Ukrainian drone tech.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The US energy grid
story appears to be a coordinated effort to
frame domestic Al expansion as a public
necessity rather than a military-corporate
expenditure.

* Historical Revisionism: The Russian
broadcast heavily counters the Ukrainian
"Mazepa" narrative, framing it as scientific
disinformation designed to erase 300 years
of shared history.

* Psy-Ops: Reports of booby-trapped FPV
goggles sent to Russian units via "fake
humanitarian aid" suggest a sophisticated
and lethal information-to-physical sabotage
operation by Ukrainian intelligence.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Trump-Putin Bypass: A victory for
Trump in the midterms (or a strong enough
showing to paralyze Congress) will likely
lead to a formal "Melania Channel" for
humanitarian deals,
transitioning into ceasefire negotiations
that exclude Zelensky.

eventually

* Polish Fragmentation: The constitutional
crisis in Warsaw is likely to escalate into
localized armed clashes between police and
nationalist "People's Defense" groups,
potentially requiring NATO intervention to
secure its primary hub for Ukrainian
logistics.

* The Nuclear Taboo: The transfer of M110
A2 howitzers suggests a "normalization" of
dual-use heavy weaponry, increasing the
probability of a false-flag nuclear event or a
tactical deployment if frontline collapse
becomes imminent for the AFU.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The US Midterm
results will trigger immediate legal challenges
and civil unrest in the US. In Poland, the Tusk
government will likely attempt a full purge of

the judiciary, leading to a national strike.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Finland and
Norway will likely sign bilateral security
memos with Russia, distancing themselves
from Brussels. The AFU will face a
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catastrophic manpower crisis as the first
cohorts of mobilized women reach the front.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The global drone
market will be dominated by former
combatants of the Ukraine war, turning
unmanned asymmetric warfare into a
permanent feature of domestic policing and
organized crime worldwide.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Nuclear Escalation via Greek-Supplied
Howitzers: The M110 A2 units are capable
of firing tactical nuclear shells, creating a

escalation risk. Triggers:

Impending frontline collapse or a "dirty

bomb" false flag. Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact: Catastrophic global security

breakdown. Mitigations: Immediate

international monitoring of heavy artillery
ammunition depots.

* Polish Civil Conflict: Physical standoffs
between the President and PM could lead
to a state of emergency. Triggers: Arrest
of constitutional court judges or death of a
protestor. Likelihood: High. Impact: Total
disruption of NATO’s eastern logistics.
Mitigations: U.S.-led mediation between
Nawrocki and Tusk.

massive

* US Midterm Constitutional Paralysis:
Trump's plan to govern by veto could freeze
the US government. Triggers: Republican
loss of the House combined with Trump’s
refusal to sign budget bills. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Global economic instability
and US withdrawal from international
commitments. Mitigations: Bipartisan
agreement on non-defense spending.

* Global Drone Technology Boomerang:
Advanced drone tactics returning to Latin
American cartels. Triggers: Mass return of
mercenaries from Ukraine to their home
countries. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Destabilization of the Western Hemisphere
and increase in
capabilities. Mitigations: Global registry
for drone pilot combat veterans and
enhanced border signal-jamming.

narco-insurgency

* Al Infrastructure Energy Crisis: The
covert expansion of US data centers
leading to regional blackouts. Triggers:
Extreme weather event stressing a grid
diverted to AIl. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Severe civil unrest in affected US
states. Mitigations: Transparency in grid
prioritization and decentralized power
generation for Al hubs.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts fail to mention the actual
survival rates or effectiveness of the
Greek M110 A2 howitzers, given their 50-

year-old engines and corroded components.

» There is a complete lack of information on
China's stance regarding the Oleshky
mission, despite its role in global
humanitarian mediation.

* The broadcast ignores the logistical
reality of Trump's plan to gobern by veto—
specifically how he intends to fund the Al

energy projects without a Congressional
budget.
* Missing perspective on the AFU’s

response to the Oleshky mission, including
whether they view Lantratova’s role as a
violation of sovereignty.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE For Private Sector/Investors:

SCENARIOS _ )
* Reduce exposure to Polish financial assets

until the Constitutional Tribunal crisis is
resolved; prepare for supply chain
disruptions through Warsaw.

* The Oleshky Mission as a Trojan Horse:
Rather than a humanitarian success, the
mission may have served as a

reconnaissance operation to map Russian * Hedge against a potential Al tech-stock
de-mining routes, allowing AFU drones to bubble burst as infrastructure costs begin
exploit newly cleared corridors once the to outpace realized profits.

"regime of silence" ended. » Increase cybersecurity protocols for crypto-
* Polish Crisis as Orchestrated Theater: asset management to account for Al-driven
The Tusk-Nawrocki standoff might be a social engineering and smart-contract
simulated crisis designed to justify the exploitation.

implementation of "EU Crisis Management"

laws that would permanently station EU- LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

wide police units in sovereign nations to

"maintain order." Legislative activity focused on expanding
« Black Swan Event - The AI-Crypto state surveillance and mobilization powers,
Cascade: The Binance hack could be the while international policy was defined by

first domino in an Al-directed "financial defensive economic measures.

decapitation" strike, where autonomous
agents systematically drain liquidity from
both crypto and traditional stock markets,
causing a global banking holiday.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Finnish Intelligence Reform: Expands
military intelligence powers to include

offensive cyber operations and hybrid
actions outside Finland.
RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

o Ukrainian Mobilization Law
2024/2026 Update: Proposes lowering
the draft age and initiating the mass
recruitment of women due to a 2-million-
person shortfall.

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Establish "peripheral" diplomatic channels

(e.g., via regional Ombudsmen) to manage o US Executive Veto Strategy: A policy
localized ceasefires without requiring framework allowing the President to
formal treaty negotiations. ignore Congressional oversight in the

* Monitor the  Greek-Ukrainian heavy event of a divided government.

artillery transfers for signs of tactical
nuclear ammunition proliferation.

* Harden domestic energy grids against the

hidden parasitic load of military-industrial
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* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
° Ombudsman Lantratova Press
Briefing: Detailed the success and
future regularities of humanitarian
missions in Kherson.

o Polish SEJM Emergency Session:
Debated the legitimacy of the
Constitutional Tribunal judges amid
physical standoffs.

°© G20 South Africa Meeting: Focused on
avoiding symbolic diplomatic gestures

(family photos) while discussing energy
and agricultural trade.

KEY STORIES

* The Oleshky Humanitarian Mission:
Coordination between Melania Trump and
Russian officials allowed the evacuation of
hundreds of civilians under a 48-hour
ceasefire.

* Polish Constitutional Coup: Pro-EU
forces storm the Constitutional Court in
Warsaw, leading to President Nawrocki’s
emergency return and police mobilization.

* US Midterm Veto Strategy: Trump
prepares to govern via unilateral executive
power to bypass a likely Democratic
Congress.

* Greek M110 A2 Transfer: 60 nuclear-
capable heavy howitzers transferred to
Ukraine in a 200-million-euro deal.

* Binance $6B Hack: A massive cyber-theft
exploiting Al-generated social engineering
drained billions from the world's largest
exchange.

Borilovka Capture: Russian "Northern"
forces take control of a key settlement in
Sumy region, expanding the border buffer
zone.

* Su-57 Export to Algeria: Algeria becomes
the first foreign buyer of Russia's 5th-gen
fighter after its successful deployment in
Ukraine.

* US AI Energy Masking: A 5.2-billion-
dollar project to modernize power lines is
revealed as a cover for massive, high-
consumption data centers.

e Finnish-Russian Phone Call: President
Stubb initiates first contact with Putin to
discuss a "European path" to peace.

* Latin American Mercenary Drone
Proliferation: Cartels in Mexico and
Colombia are now using Ukrainian-honed
drone tactics to fight local police.

* Dagestan Leadership Change: Fedor
Shchukin replaces Sergei Melikov, focusing

on veteran reintegration and regional

recovery.

* Alabay Buggy Development: A new
Russian-made military buggy certified for

frontline use in casualty evacuation.

* Mazepa vs. Peter I History War: Kyiv's
removal of imperial monuments in Poltava
and their replacement with tributes to
Ghetman Mazepa.

* Belgian PM Resignation: Bart De Wever
leaves office due to an unsustainable
budget deficit linked to Ukraine aid.

* Booby-Trapped Drone Goggles:
Explosives hidden in FPV equipment sent
as "aid" to Russian units intercepted by
intelligence services.

* North Korean Drone Show: Kim Jong Un
oversees an exhibition of kamikaze dron
and tactical cruise missiles.

* Canadian-EU Association: Trump
threatens "severe tariffs" against Canada if
it joins the EU trade bloc.
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e G20 Photo Scandal: Ministers cancel the
official summit photo in South Africa to
avoid appearing with Sergei Lavrov.

* Russian Military Medical Innovation:
Surgeons at the Pacific Fleet Hospital

utilize titanium endoprosthetics to return
soldiers with spinal injuries to active duty.

* Svershok Robotic Rover: A quiet, electric
unmanned rover developed by Russian
volunteers for frontline
delivery and extraction.

ammunition

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r

nnouncing-our-

media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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