
DISCOVERING ALPHA DAY & LP HOLIDAY PARTY

A day of forming connections, sharing perspectives and shaping outcomes.

DECEMBER 3, 2025

LP HOLIDAY PARTY 6PM - 10 PM
 Festivities begin at 6 PM

Morton’s Steakhouse - 551 5  Avenue th

(Entrance on 45  Street, 5–7-minute walk from One Vanderbilt Ave)th

Attire: Powerfully Business Casual

DAY SESSION 11AM - 5:45 PM
Registration begins at 11 AM

Greenberg Traurig  - One Vanderbilt Ave  - 29  Floorth

(Located on 42  Street next to Grand Central Station)nd

AGENDA AND PROGRAM DETAILS

This series of panel discussions brings together recognized industry professionals to explore the
evolving landscape of private capital strategies, including private equity, venture capital, private
credit, and secondaries. Panelists will share expert insights on market trends, capital deployment,
portfolio construction, and risk management. These interactive sessions offer a rare opportunity to
hear diverse perspectives, highlighting practical approaches to sourcing, structuring, and
stewarding investments in today’s dynamic private markets environment. Audience Q&A will be
encouraged.

The day will feature some of the industry’s most promising women and diverse led alternative
asset managers that will present to limited partners seeking excess returns, portfolio
diversification and competitive portfolio outcomes.  



11:00 AM -12:00 PM   REGISTRATION AND NETWORKING LUNCH

12:15 PM – 12:45 PM
POWER TALK 1:  CONVERGENCE AND DIVERGENCE IN THE PRIVATE MARKETS
This panel will share their insights across three of the most influential private-capital asset
classes: private debt, private equity, and venture capital. Each panelist will offer a candid
perspective on the opportunities, risks, and market dynamics shaping their respective sectors,
providing attendees with a comparative view of how capital is being deployed—and where
value is being created—in today’s rapidly shifting environment. Topics will cover the continued
evolution of direct lending, increased demand for non-bank financing, dealmaking trends,
operational value creation, valuation discipline, innovation and shifts in fundraising and exit
markets.

Sengal Selassie, Chief Executive Officer, Brightwood Capital Advisors
Kerstin Dittmar, Founder & Chief Investment Officer, L2 Point Management
Malcolm Robinson, Founder & General Partner, BOSS Group
Jo Natauri, Founder and Managing Partner of Invidia Capital Management
Moderated by Jacob Walthour, Co-Founder and CEO of Blueprint Capital
Advisors

1:00 PM – 1:30 PM
POWER TALK 2: THE NEW PLAYBOOK FOR THE LOWER-MIDDLE MARKET
This panel will discuss buying, managing, and ultimately exiting lower middle-market companies,
an area of the market that offers compelling opportunity but also meaningful complexity.
Panelists will share insights from transactions involving closely held businesses, where dynamics
around governance and culture play a pivotal role in shaping outcomes. They will also address
key risks, including regulatory uncertainty, market volatility, workforce shortages, and rising
operating costs. The session will highlight how sourcing in less intermediated environments,
disciplined diligence and hands-on engagement are becoming essential for generating
sustainable returns. 

Andy Unanue, Founder & Managing Partner of AUA Private Equity Partners
Eric Taylor, Founder, CEO and CIO of Trident
Dr. Richard Park, Managing Partner and Co-Founder of Ascend Partners
Moderated by Gennell Jefferson, Founder and CEO of GenEquity Enterprises

PANELISTS

PANELISTS



1:45 PM – 2:15 PM
POWER TALK 3: VENTURE CAPITAL NOW - NAVIGATING THE NEW NORMAL
The venture landscape is undergoing a profound reset. Down rounds, stalled exits, and tighter
fundraising are testing LP patience. This session explores the implications of inflated 2020–2021
vintages, capital recycling challenges, and how allocators can distinguish resilient GPs from
those vulnerable to prolonged illiquidity. Topics include secondaries in VC, the evolution of seed
and early-stage funding, and how allocators are adjusting due diligence frameworks for post-
bubble dynamics.

Laura Weidman Powers, Operating Partner of Base10
Nisha Dua, Founder and General Partner of BBG Ventures
Dr. Paul Judge, Managing Partner of Open Opportunity Fund
SC Moatti, General Partner of Mighty Capital
Moderated by Vaughn Crowe, Managing Partner of NVP Capital

In this fast-paced and dynamic session, ten hand-selected alternative investment managers will
each deliver a concise elevator pitch to an audience of limited partners. Representing a range of
strategies and asset classes, these managers will showcase their firm’s edge, vision, and value
proposition. This is a unique opportunity for LPs to discover emerging talent, hear fresh
perspectives, and identify potential partnerships—all in a high-energy format designed for
maximum impact and engagement. 

2:15 PM – 2:30 PM: COFFEE BREAK

2:30 PM – 3:15 PM
MANAGER PRESENTATIONS

PANELISTS

3:15 PM – 3:30 PM: COFFEE BREAK

The Artemis Fund
AUA Equity
BenchStrength
FinCapital
Open Opportunity Fund
Mighty Capital
Slauson & Co.
Wellington Access Ventures

Managers



3:30 PM – 4:00 PM
POWER TALK 4: BEYOND THE DEAL: INSIDE THE OPERATING PARTNER PLAYBOOK
FIRESIDE CHAT WITH MARIE FOLKES, MANAGING PARTNER OF GENNX360

Join us for an engaging fireside chat with Marie Folkes of GenNx360, exploring how operating
partners accelerate value creation across diverse portfolio companies. Marie will share practical
insights on aligning management teams, enhancing operational efficiency, and deploying data-
driven strategies that unlock sustainable growth. The conversation will highlight real-world
examples of transforming processes, strengthening talent structures, and building scalable
systems that support long-term performance. Attendees will gain a deeper understanding of the
operating partner’s evolving role, the collaboration required to drive measurable impact, and the
best practices that private equity firms can leverage to maximize returns across their portfolios.

Moderated by Jacob Walthour of Blueprint Capital Advisors

4:00 PM – 4:30 PM 
POWER TALK 5: PARTNERING OR PROFIT - FIRESIDE CHAT WITH ANNE PHILPOTT OF
CHURCHILL ASSET MANAGEMENT & STEPHANIE GEVEDA OF COALESCE CAPITAL

4:45 PM – 5:15 PM
POWER TALK 6: BUILDING ECOSYSTEMS - FIRESIDE CHAT WITH MARLON NICHOLS OF MAC
VENTURE CAPITAL
Join us for an engaging fireside chat with Marlon Nichols, Managing General Partner of MaC
Venture Capital, as he explores the art and impact of ecosystem building in venture capital.
Marlon will share insights on how strong networks, founder support systems, and community
engagement shape successful venture outcomes. He will also discuss key market trends,
emerging opportunities, and what today’s shifting environment means for investors and
founders alike.

Moderated by Jacob Walthour, CEO of Blueprint Capital Advisors

In this intimate and insightful fireside chat with Anne Philpott and Stephanie Geveda, we will
explore the evolving landscape of private capital markets. Anne will share her perspective on how
institutional investors are strategically balancing exposures to optimize returns and mitigate risk.
Stephanie will provide insights into current market trends in private equity. The conversation will
delve into how LPs and GPs approach partnership in today’s dynamic private markets
environment.

Moderated by Renae Griffin, Partner of Awani Capital
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