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The Age of Aquarius and the Jesus Movement 
The ́ 60s and the ́ 70s 

Introduction 

I'm going to do something special for you this morning.  Would you all agree it's been an 
interesting year so far?  Yeah.   

I saw a cartoon the other day of Santa Claus on a cruise.  The caption said, "Ain't nobody getting 
nothing this year!”  Somehow you feel like the wheels are coming off.  And people say to me, as 
they do, "What do you think, Tom?”  And I say, "Well, I've seen it.  It was called the ʹ60s.  I was 
there.”  [Picture of young Tommy on the screen.]  Do you realize how long it took me to get 
that hair the way I wanted it?  Unlike today.  Let me give you a verse for my hair.  Ecclesiastes.  
“There's a time to seek and a time to give up as lost.”  My son said, "You've got hair like Apollo 
Creed's chest hair.”  That's bad.  

But if you are a 50-year-old here today, that means you were born in 1970, and you don't have 
a clue as to what happened in the ʹ60s.  So what I'm going to do this morning is I'm going to be 
grandpa here, and I'm going to tell you what happened in the 1960s.   

How many of you are 50 years old or younger?  Could you raise your hand?  Okay.  Y'all are 
pretty much clueless.  Okay.   

Where are our junior high students?  Would you stand up if you're a junior high student?  There 
they are.  All right.   

How about high school?  We got any high schoolers here?  There's our high school students. 

How about college?  Have we got any college students here?  Any college students?  There are 
the collegians. 

How about singles?  Have we got any singles?  Are there any swinging singles here?  Right here!   

All you young people, look around.  This is what you've got to wait on right here.  This is what's 
coming that you're looking at right here.   

Well, I want to tell you about the ʹ60s; but, probably, you know a little bit about ʹ60s.  I want to 
tell you about what very few know.  There's only been one book written on it because we don't 
write on church history or history generally until about 50 years after the fact.   
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You ever heard of the Jesus Movement?  Not many people know about that.  It came out of the 
ʹ60s.  Nobody organized it; it just happened.  When a country said, "That's enough.  I've had it.” 

I’m going to tell you about the ʹ70s.  The ʹ60s—you've heard me say it before—they were a 
tsunami.  A tsunami is where the earth beneath you changes; and then the waves, as a result, 
roll in and take out everything.  That was the ʹ60s.  We had a tsunami a worldview shift.  It 
wasn't a change in what we thought; it was a change in how we thought.   

You went from the historic, biblical Judeo-Christian worldview, the Western worldview, that the 
universe was not God, that it had order because of God’s existence.  Because of God, there was 
differentiation in nature.  Because of God and his creativity, man had infinite dignity being 
made in the image of God.  That God was our standard of right and our standard of wrong.  
There was truth that God had made himself known.  He had revealed himself.  He had even 
become one of us.  He had given his son to die.  He'd given us the Bible.  We had a standard of 
right.  We had salvation.  History had a beginning, and history had an end.  It was the perfect 
worldview.  It was perfect.   

The only problem was living up to it.  But there was nothing intrinsically problematic with that 
worldview, and it shaped our country.  It's why we became the greatest country in the world.  
And we were because of that worldview.  

But something changed in the ʹ60s.  What changed is we got rid of God, at the philosophic level, 
the artistic level, the religious level, the philosophic level.  At all levels, we got rid of God.  There 
was no biblical God.  There was no dignity to man, not ultimately.  That's why abortion could 
pass easily in the ʹ70s, because of the ʹ60s.  You cut out prayer in school, and you get rid of the 
dignity of God and man.   

And there was no ultimate truth.  There was no ultimate right or wrong.  It wasn't God 
anymore; it was humanism.  It was based on what man thought, what man felt.  It was man's 
opinions, man's feelings.  Things were not absolute.  It was all relative.  It was secular.  
Saeculorum means the ages.  And man without God is saecula saeculorum, age to age.  Secular 
humanism.  It was a rip tide.   

If you ever go out to Florida or the islands, they'll put out red flags whenever there's a riptide.  
You know what a riptide is?  A riptide is where the shelf underneath you disappears.  It's gone.  
What you were standing on is not there anymore.  And, then, gravity—the earth's pull—takes 
you.  It’s called the tides, and it sucks you out to sea.  And when that happens, you're dead right 
there.  We lose a bunch every year because they get caught in a riptide.   

The ʹ60s was a riptide.  Everything that we assumed was gone, and we got sucked out to sea.   
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The mantra of the ʹ60s, you might expect, was freedom.  Freedom from God.  Freedom from 
morality.  Freedom from tradition.  Freedom from the institutions, the church, the home, 
government.  We were done.  Freedom from authority.  Freedom from inhibitions.  Freedom 
from guilt.  It looked a lot like rebellion, but we called it freedom.   

“It's your thang.   
Do what you want to do.  
I can’t tell you 
Who to sock it to.” 

“If it feels good, do it!”   

“Find yourself!”  Not the truth.  Find yourself.   

“Trust no one over 30.”   

That was the ʹ60s.   

“Like a true nature's child  
We were born to be wild”  

You don't know Romans, but you know Steppenwolf. 

Do y'all have any idea what I'm talking about?  Okay, just hang with me.  

Sexual Revolution 

We had a sexual revolution.  Premarital sex was okay.  Extramarital sex was okay.  Same-sex, 
okay.  We had a term called “living together.”  You abandoned marriage and the responsibility, 
and you got the icing on the cake, until you got tired of the icing, and you got rid of it.   

We had a term called “pornography” that got started.  A fellow named Hugh Hefner began 
marketing to lust.  He called his magazine Playboy because it gave the sense of savoir faire, 
being happy, educated, carefree, not bound by rules.  The original logo for Playboy was a stag, 
and that looked a little harsh; so they got rid of that and made it a bunny, innocent, playful.  It 
wasn't a pinup; it was the girl next door.   

And he began industry that out-earns all the professional sports combined called pornography.  
And it took the innocence of children, it took the respect of men, and it took the dignity of a 
woman.  Pornography.   
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When it first came out, they tried to mail it through the mails; but it was ruled obscene to send 
it through the mail, so they sold it on newsstands.  Playboys sold out in 45 minutes.  Men 
wanted to “read the articles.”  There's never been a recorded testimony of a man that ever 
looked at Playboy.  They were all just “reading the articles.”   

Domestic Revolution 

We also had a domestic revolution.  The institution of the home went.  To have an institution 
like the church, the home, the government, the workplace and business ethics, you have an 
absolute outside of it.  When you get rid of God, you get rid of the institutions.  And so we got 
rid of the institution of the home.   

The traditional family, one women's libber, Gloria Steinem, said that the role of a housewife is a 
concentration camp.  Another one of them said, "We women have finally become the men we 
always wanted to marry.”  And so you weren’t about to use the term “submission.”  You 
weren't about to use the term “the headship of the father.”   

You did not discipline.  Anybody remember Dr. Spock?  You did not discipline children.  You 
simply let their innate goodness come out.  Y'all ever heard of Antifa?  Okay.  We began giving 
timeouts, and we got man buns.   

Artistic Revolution 

Thirdly, we also had an artistic revolution.  Music, dance, art, fashion, movies.  In movies, we no 
longer had Tom Mix.  Anybody know John Mix is?  Roy Rogers, The Lone Ranger.  We no longer 
had the good guy and the bad guy.   

Now you had James Dean, Marlon Brando, Paul Newman, Steve McQueen, Clint Eastwood.  
They were immoral, and now the good guy looked a whole lot like the bad guy.  They were 
blurred.   

Form gave way to freedom.  In art, you always have form, absolutes.  If you're going to paint a 
tree, I have to be able to recognize “treeness.” I've got to see a tree.  Now, in freedom, it can be 
a big tree, little tree, purple tree, imaginary tree; but it has to be a tree so we can 
communicate.  We lost God, so we lost form.  Art became abstract.  “Tract off.”  Off the tracks.  
It was abstract.  It was now purely an expressionistic.   Jackson Pollock in art.  “What is that?”  
We have no form.  It is Pollock.  That's all it is, making himself known.   

In dance, couples did not touch.  You did not have “moves.”  Now you just gyrated.  It was the 
best time to be a white male on the dance floor because you didn't need moves.  No one could 
say, "Boy, you stink!” That's an absolute.   
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In fashion, there were no rules.  Everything just exploded.  Even hair.  All of a sudden there was 
no decorum.  It looked like the moon got full.  We had beehives.  We had Carole King and 
whoever that guy is on the left.  I believe he was in my floor at Kerr Hall.  I believe I've seen that 
guy!   

We had the term, now, in art called “unconventional.”  If it was conventional, it was bad.  It had 
to break all of the rules to somehow be in keeping with the truth that there was none!  If you 
had form, you were old fashion; you were not hip.  Remember that term.   

Theological Revolution 

We had a theological revolution.  We went from the West to the East.  We gave up on Western 
theology:  God, Bible, right, wrong, morals, man with dignity.  All of a sudden, we went to the 
East.  We went into pantheistic monism.  Pan theos.  Everything is god.  Monism.  Mono-ism.  
Everything is one.  It looks like differentiation, but that's maya; that's an illusion.  Everything is 
God.  You are God; I am God.  I am the egg man; I am the walrus.  Or something like that.   

We no longer had pastors and theologians.  Now we had yogis and shamans and maharishis.   

What was the group that went to the East?  The Beatles went to the East.   

Philosophic Revolution 

We had a philosophic revolution.  Philosophy had always been seeking for the truth.  We 
believed it was out there.  We didn't try to find it from the Bible, but through reason and 
through experience and science, we were going to find the truth.  In the ʹ60s we gave up.  We 
said there is no truth.  You're looking for something that doesn't exist.   

Truth was no longer sought; truth was now expressed.  Truth was in you.  You are God.  What is 
the truth?  You tell me!  What is true for you?  This was secular humanism.  Truth is found in 
yourself.  What gives you private happiness, and no one can judge you (unless they run the light 
and hit your car and won't pay and don’t have collision insurance.  Unless they mistreat your 
daughter.  Now you're a Baptist.  You want them dead.)   

And so we acted like there was no God, but we couldn't react like there was no God.   

So, we had a philosophic revolution.   

The term now from a guy named John Paul Sartre, the Frenchman who said, "Man’s existence 
preceded his essence.”  With all other animals, their existence and their essence were the 
same.  Man was animal.  And he evolved in the essence of man.  All of a sudden, the gorilla 
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became a man, and mannishness is not something inherently within man.  It's something that 
man chose.   

So, to be a man, you must become—and we had a new term—you must be non-conformist.  
That is called, by Mr. Sartre, bad faith, inauthentic faith.  You need to do your own thing.  Find 
yourself.   

One of the great existential shows of the ʹ60s was the Beverly Hillbillies.  You had Granny who 
was the old school.  You had Jethro who was the existentialist.   

“I found myself, Uncle Jed.”   

“Well, who are you, boy?”   

He's always looking for himself.   

Ellie Mae was the one pulled back and forth.  Uncle Jed was the priest trying to bring peace to 
the home.  But it was a philosophic revolution.   

Find yourself.   

Problems That Led to Revolution 

Why did all of this happen?  It all happened as a discontentment with the ʹ50s.  Modern culture.  
And not unfounded.  There were problems that weren't being addressed.  World War II left us 
with angst.  Angst simply means anxiety.   

Do you remember a book that came out ʹ60s called Future Shock?  It was the worldview shift.  
Something had happened.   

And we had nukes.  Do you remember the term “overkill”?  We could now blow up China three 
times over.  They could blow us up four times over.  The baby boomers—me—we were the 
guys that for the first time, we lived in a world that it could all be over in an instant.   

Y'all remember Sputniks?  They would all come over, and everybody on would run out and look 
at them and shoot the finger.  I'm sorry, but we did.  Because the Russians could now see us.   

We had cold war.  Russia would parade their intercontinental ballistic missiles.  They could hit 
us from Moscow!  

We dealt with racism in Germany.  We didn't deal with it here in the States.   
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Capitalism was now shallow.  It was now cold.  It was now unfeeling.  Father Knows Best, Leave 
It to Beaver, the Donna Reed Show didn't really deal with the issues.  Everything was just the 
non-compassionate accumulation of wealth.  And no one knew why.   

Theology in America had grown liberal.  We were nothing but a shell of right and wrong with no 
inner meaning.  The baby boomers said, "No!”  And rightly so.  They said, "That's no good.”   

Women's concerns.  We would pay a woman half of what a man earned for the same job.  
That's not right.   

And, so, there was a lot of discrimination that shouldn't be.  

The baby boomers wanted change.  The problem was we didn't know what to change, what to 
change to, or how to change.   

It's easy to have a revolution.  You just have to be mad.  What's hard is to build.  That's when 
you have to be wise.  That's why only Jesus is the true revolutionary, and only Christianity is the 
true revolution.  We know what's wrong, we know what should be right, and we know how to 
get there.  Sin, redemption, Christ, done.  We’re the true revolutionaries.   

And the result was we had ideological combat that erupted in the ʹ60s between the old and the 
new generations.  It was called “the generation gap.”  It was an epistemological shift.  
Epistemology is the study of how you know.   

My father—do you cheat on his income tax?  Do you cheat on your wife?   

No!   

Why?   

It's wrong!   

Says who?   

I don't know, but it's wrong.  It's against God.   

Who's God?  

Not sure, but you don't do that.   

It was bred into us.   

The ʹ60s:  You cheat on your wife?   
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Give me some more information.  What's in it for me?   

Everything changed.  We had a generation gap.   

We had a black-white gap.  All of a sudden, we realized these two water fountains shouldn't be 
here.  These two restrooms shouldn't be here.  If we're really constitutional, they shouldn't be 
here.  Something's wrong.   

Capitalist, socialists.  America, Love it or leave it.  Burn your draft card.   

One of my favorite paintings by Norman Rockwell is called The Connoisseur.  This is 1962.  That 
old guy was born probably in the 1800s.  He looks suspiciously like Dwight Eisenhower.  He's 
balding.  He's got a gray suit.  He's got a homburg in his right hand, like Eisenhower would have.  
He's in an at-ease position, at rest, like the military.  And he's looking at a Jackson Pollock.  Do 
you see a generation gap?  You see the old guy looking at the new guy.  They could have named 
the painting What the Fat?  What the fat is that?  And that was what the ʹ60s were.  

“I found myself, Uncle Jed.” 

“Well, who are you, boy?”  

And, so, did we have conflict?  Oh Lord.  That's putting it mildly.  And the only way we knew of 
it was 30 minutes a night on Walter Cronkite.   

Pushback 

We had what were called “civil rights marches,” Selma, Alabama.  They were met with dogs and 
fire hoses.  We had freedom riders that would get in buses, go to segregated places, sit in, 
demand their rights, nonviolent, would take their beatings.  Three one into a bowling alley in 
South Carolina and were beat to death. 

We had bus boycotts in Montgomery, Alabama after a woman was refused a place on a bus to 
give up her place to a white man.  What was her name?  Rosa Parks.  Boycott.   

Some sought their rights not from Dr. King's nonviolent movement.  Dr. King felt that if there 
was violence, we took the issue away from the truth, and it became mano a mano.  It had to 
remain on the truth.  He took his cue from Gandhi who did the same thing.  It had to be 
nonviolent to highlight the truth that was being upset.   

But there was a paramilitary group called “the Black Panthers,” and they wanted ”equality by 
any means necessary.”  There was a movement that was called “the Black Power Movement.”  



 9 

You recognize those two fellows from East Texas State University?  John Carlos and Tommie 
Smith in the ’68 Olympics.  Won their metals.  That was the Black Power movement.   

They had the Black Muslims, their own their own twist on Islam.  The two most famous 
adherents, Cassius Clay who became Muhammad Ali and Lew Alcindor who became Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar.   

Names like Rap Brown, Stokely Carmichael, Bobby Seale, Angela Davis, Malcolm X carried an 
ominous tone to a white America.  Peace by any means necessary.   

Three civil rights workers were murdered in Mississippi for attempting to register blacks to 
vote, and they were killed.  Ever seen the movie Mississippi Burning?  Gene Hackman and 
Willem Dafoe.   

A black church was bombed in Birmingham, Alabama, on a Sunday morning, 1963, by the Klan.  
Four little girls in Sunday school were killed.   

A word became common that had not been used since William McKinley was shot in 1901.  
That word was “assassination.” We had not seen an assassination since the early 1900s when 
Teddy Roosevelt, McKinley’s vice-president, became President. 

We had John Kennedy assassinated.  Martin Luther King, assassinated.  Bobby Kennedy, 
assassinated.  Malcolm X, assassinated.  Shortly thereafter George Wallace and Gerald Ford had 
three assassination attempts on them between the two men, and they survived.   

In Ohio, we had a place called Kent State.  Bring back memories?  A crowd of student protesters 
grew threatening to the national guardsman who fired on them.  Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Young 
sang,  

“Tin soldiers and Nixon coming. 
We're finally on our own. 
This summer I hear the drumming, 
Four dead in Ohio. 
Four dead in Ohio”   

Our view of the military did a 180.  We went from seeing military guys as heroes in, World 
War 1 and Korea, to those who were told not to wear their uniforms when they came home 
from Vietnam because they'd be spit upon.   
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Flags and draft cards were publicly burned.  One in right field during an Oakland A's baseball 
game.  The guys on the right tried to set it on fire.  Rick Monday came and grabbed it out of 
their hands.   

Hollywood chose sides.  You had Easy Rider, Peter Fonda.  You had the Green Barret, John 
Wayne.  Two generations.   

College campuses.  Y'all remember sit-ins?  College campuses were commandeered by sit-ins.  
They shut the campuses down.  Yale, Berkeley, Columbia.  Demanding changes in worldview 
from what it was to what they felt It should be.   

You had a prayer in public schools ruled as unconstitutional.  One woman pulled it off.  Who 
was she?  Madalyn Murray O'Hair.   

The Civil Rights Act was signed by LBJ, ending segregation.  Shortly thereafter as integration was 
instituted, you had riots at Ole Miss, the University of Alabama, when George Wallace stood on 
the threshold and said, "No!”  And then Little Rock where the National Guard was called in by 
John Kennedy to enforce integration.   

Counterculture 

What evolved was called a “counterculture.”  It was that which was counter, in opposition to 
the culture.   

The root word for culture is cult which means religious absolutes.  You cannot have culture 
without cult.  You have to have rules of ethics for the home, the government, the workplace, 
medicine, and the like.  There was a counter culture because the tsunami had hit.  Everything 
had changed.   

Liquor.  Remember the good old days when you got drunk?  Let me explain; let me back up on 
that.  There was a time when all you could do was get drunk, then all of a sudden you had a 
different word called “drugs.” We'd never heard it before.  Drugs, pot, Coke, heroin, 
hallucinogens, psychedelics, LSD, acid, pushers, suppliers, narcs, busted, stoned, addicted, OD, 
and DOA, dead on arrival, which is what happened to Mr. Jimmy Hendrix, Janice Joplin from 
Port Arthur, Texas, Jim Morrison, dead at 27.   

If I wanted to I could show you all of those in the arts that overdosed and we would not have 
time.  Trust me, you would be shaking your car keys to get home if I showed you all of the 
musicians that overdosed and died on drugs.   
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San Francisco evolved as the capital of the counterculture.  The Haight Ashbury district became 
the hub for those who had “tuned in, turned on, dropped out.”  They were hip to the new 
atheism, the new pantheism, the new monism.  They were called “hippies” because they were 
“with it.”  They were clued in.   

Their favorite musical group?  The Grateful Dead because they were glad no longer to be part of 
this culture.   

We had a term called “the pill.”  Now you could have sex without responsibility.  And if 
someone became pregnant, we now, in 1973, had abortions.  Sixty million kids later.  We had 
abortions.   

And all of these did not occur in a corner; they occurred on the evening news, on magazine 
covers, on Time, Newsweek, and Life.  It was in the news.  It was the dawning of a new age.  
“This is the dawning of the age of Aquarius.” 

The astrological shift had come. We were in a new age.   

The poet Laureate, a fellow from Hibbing, Minnesota, a Jewish guy named Bob Dylan.  His most 
famous song?  Times They are a Changing.  Listen to these words:   

Come mothers and fathers 
Throughout the land.   
And don't criticize what you can’t understand.   
Your sons and your daughters 
Are beyond your command.   
And your old road is rapidly agin’. 
Please get out of the new one if you can't lend a hand.   
For the times they are a changin’.   

That was Bob Dylan.   

The Shine is Off 

But by the late ʹ60s, the shine was off.  Anybody lived through that?  The shine was off.  
Because once you abandon God, you abandon all God brings to the table.  No God, no Eden.  In 
the day that you eat of it, you're a dead man.  You have cut the tether to the mothership, my 
friend.  You don't want God?  You're out of the garden.  You abandon virtue and love and 
solidity.   
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Haight Ashbury became a tourist attraction for the macabre.  It became the site of addiction, 
runaways, prostitution, predators, homelessness, drugs, murder, crime.  And then the wolves 
arrived.  Chief Wolf?  Mr. Charles Manson.  He could sniff out the weak; he could provide them 
with a family.  He could brainwash them. He could send them to murder, which they did.  
Arguably the most beautiful woman in the country, Sharon Tate, begged for her life; and she 
got stabbed in the belly.  Killed her and her future child with a fork.  And then they took her 
blood and they wrote “pigs” on the wall.   

They put watermelon in the kitchen of the Tate home, that way people would think blacks had 
done it.  Brilliant, Charles.  And he was going to start a race war, which the blacks would win but 
not be able to govern themselves.  He would step in and become a world leader.  He got all of 
this from what heard on a Beatles song called Helter Skelter.  Who did the murdering?  A man 
from North Texas State University?  His name was Tex Watson from McKinney.  Did you know 
that?  

The Symbionese Liberation Army robbed banks to build up capital for a national takeover.  They 
kidnapped a girl who was the daughter of one of the richest men in the country, Mr. William 
Randolph Hearst.  His daughter was named Patty Hearst.  They brainwashed her then got her to 
rob with them until they were surrounded, set on fire, and shot on national TV.  And then Patty 
went to prison.  We then had the term “Stockholm syndrome.”   

The Weatherman was a group fomented by the Students for a Democratic Society, the SDS.  
They attempted terrorism to bring down the government.  They blew themselves up after 
Martin Luther King's murder in 1967.   

Do you know how many American cities were burning at the same time?  Seventy-two.  He had 
a map by which he could locate all of the burning cities in the United States.   

In Chicago, at the Democratic National Convention, the protesters threatened the proceeding 
of the of the convention; and, so, Chicago Mayor Daley sicced the Chicago police on them, and 
we had a blood bath on national television.   

Vietnam tore us in half.  The Cold War and communism were a constant threat.  The whole 
world stopped for 13 days in October, 1962, because we had discovered nuclear missiles facing 
the United States 90 miles away; and for 13 days, Russia and John Kennedy had a stand down 
until they blinked.  And were on the brink of nuclear holocaust.   

Nikita Khrushchev said you, “We will bury you.”   
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Bombing escalated in Vietnam.  The protesters surrounded the White House.  The National 
Guard was called out.  We were under siege.  

In 1968, the reelection, Lyndon Johnson said, "I quit.  I will not run for reelection.  I'm done.”   

And we followed all of this through Walter Cronkite, Harry Reasoner, Chet Huntley, and David 
Brinkley.  You could not tell whether they were liberal or conservative because they were the 
media, and they were to be absolutely objective, just like today.  [Audience laughter] 

Are you ready to throw yourself off a bridge yet?  Hang on.   

Hope 

As the ʹ60s burned on, something unexpected began to happen.  A sense of despair brought a 
lifting up of the eyes to heaven.  John 3.  You must be born again, born from above.  The wind 
blows where it wishes.  You hear the sound of it. You don't know where it comes from or where 
it's going.  So is everyone born of the Spirit.  It’s a sovereign act of God.  The wind can blow, and 
all of a sudden it did.   

It started with the hippies, with those who had OD’d and spent themselves on a lie.  And by the 
late ʹ60s, we discovered we had been deceived.   

Mill Valley, California, right outside San Francisco, First Baptist Church of Mill Valley.  A pastor 
named John MacDonald.  Here's a picture of him.  Look at him on the right.  Looks like Kendall, 
you know?  The most conservative guy you've ever seen.  John MacDonald.  He saw first one, 
then two, then four couples come to him that were hippies that had been converted because 
they retreated to what was called the Bible.  They read the New Testament, and they got 
converted.   

They started coming to church, and the congregants in Mill Valley, California began to look at 
them warily because they were counterculture.  Their outsides were different.  They were an 
assault on the senses.  But they had a passion, and they had a plan for kids from Haight 
Ashbury.   

And, so, they began reaching out—that was all—into Haight Ashbury.  John McDonald 
organized pastors in San Francisco and started a nonprofit group called Evangelical Concerns, 
and it was to provide these kids a chance.  They rented the Armenian Hall on Paige Street in San 
Francisco, and they had a coffee house.  And they offered free donuts and coffee to anybody; 
and those four couples manned it, and they would talk to you.  It was called “rap sessions.”   



 14 

We'll talk.  You got problems?  We got answers.  Let's talk.  They were unapologetically 
Christian.  They did not try to make their message relevant.  They felt they were unique in the 
truth.  You had to come to them.  And so they began to discuss.   

Christ had come to the inner city of San Francisco.  He had come to the counterculture of 
America, and God began to—as Acts says—to add to their number daily those who were being 
saved.  And pretty soon John MacDonald had to have a special meeting with his church to say 
we have to accommodate these kids.  This is not our church; this is Christ’s church, and we will 
offer the cup to any that come.   

At the same time in Costa Mesa, California, a pastor named Chuck Smith.  His wife said to him, 
"Have you seen these kids?  Come on down on the coast.  I want you to see them down on the 
shoreline.” 

He said, "I don't want to talk to them. I don't see them. I want to get close to them.”   

“Just come down and look at them.” 

And he looked at them, and he said, “These are dysfunctional children.  They are abused 
children.”   

He began welcoming them.  He began addressing their problems.  And, pretty soon, his church 
could not accommodate them, they had so many.  They liked to sit on the floor.  The 
congregation put up signs, "Don't sit on the floor.”  They got the rug nasty.  He picked up the 
signs.  The congregation said, "What are we going to do?”   

He said, "We’ll pull up the rug.”  And they pulled up the rug to be able to get the kids in there, 
and there they were.   

There's a guy that's in our church named Chuck Madden.  He was with the Navigators in 
California.  He said, "I walked into California in the mid-60s, and I thought, "God's going to have 
to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah.”  That's how bad it was.  And, then, all of a sudden, he 
began seeing 2000 people at a pop baptized on the beaches.  You know that?  That's in the ʹ60s.  
One would baptize the other, and the other would baptize him.  They began seeing thousands 
converted because Chuck Smith began to speak to their struggles:  There is a God.  There is 
truth.  He's made himself known, and here it is.   

They started a commune that was called the House of Acts.  Christians reached into the culture, 
and in Southern California, by the late ʹ60s, the Jesus People, Jesus freaks, were now making 
the news, counterculture people that had to clean up their act. 
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He said that we got them off of marijuana, but they still wanted to smoke.  And so we got them 
some ashtrays.  We said you can't smoke in the church; but, outside, smoke all you want.  And 
we put the ashtrays outside. And so we began to slowly move them away.   

Christian Arts 

Things began to mushroom with a life of its own.  They brought a new music.  It was folk music 
because they didn't know the hymns.  So they had folk music with acoustic guitar and Christian 
words.  It was called “contemporary Christian.”  The worship that you see today in most 
churches came out of the Jesus Movement of the ʹ70s because those kids are now the pastors 
and the retired guys, like me, that are out there now.   

Larry Norman wrote the most popular song in the ʹ60s that was called I Wish We'd All Been 
Ready.  How many of y'all remember that?   

“Two men walking up a hill. 
One disappears, and one’s left standing still. 
I wish we’d all been ready. 
There’s no time to change your mind. 
The Son has come, and you’ve been left behind.” 

It was a great song.   

We had institutions like Word Records, Myrrh Records, Maranatha Records, Calvary Chapel 
Records.  Calvary Chapel branched to its own denomination that began reaching to baby 
boomers that had given up on the church because most churches in America had either 
withdrawn from the culture, or they get accommodated it and had become liberal, and they 
had nothing to say.   

There was a fresh wind among boomers.  In Indiana, Atlanta, the East Coast.   

In Indiana, a fellow named Bill Gaither began writing his own music.  He came up with an album 
called Alleluia! A Praise Gathering for Believers, and the songs went everywhere.  They began 
singing them at First Baptist Denton to dismiss the service.  I remember it!   

If you know this, sing it with me.   

“There's a sweet, sweet spirit in this place. 
And I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord.”   

And they used to sing that at First Baptist.  And I said, "Hot dang!”   
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Andre Crouch and the Disciples.  Danny Lee and the Children of Truth, Love Song, Pat Boone, 
who grew up in Slidell, Texas.  The Hawaiians.  Keith Green from Lindale, Texas.  And that most 
evil of groups—because they had the mark of the beast—they had drums:  Petra.   

New authors arose.  Have you ever heard of a fellow named David Wilkerson?  He wrote about 
a guy named Nicky Cruz, the head of the Mau Maus gang up in New York who got converted.  
The book was called The Cross and the Switchblade.  They made a movie out of it.   

A guy named Hal Lindsey came to Dallas seminary.  He didn't have a degree.  He got a 
certificate.  Published his notes on eschatology and wrote a book called, The Late, Great Planet 
Earth, the biggest selling book of the 1970s.  We looked at terms now like the tribulation, 
Antichrist, Israel, the rapture, the millennium.   

A doctrinal stance began to form among the counterculture people.  I know because I was 
there.  I got converted in 1972, right in the middle of this.  We held rabidly to inerrancy.  If you 
were not willing to acknowledge that there was a sovereign God that could speak and make 
himself known in history, we wanted no part of it.  It had to have inerrancy.  It had to be radical.  
You were to give up all that you had to follow Christ.  You were to lose all that you had to follow 
Christ.  We were rabidly confrontational in evangelism.  We started a Bible study at the football 
team at North Texas.  We had 40 guys that were in it.  We were reaching out continually.   

There was community that you were a Christian, you weren't doing your own thing.  You were 
in a body of people, like the ʹ60s tried to get, now we had.  It There was community.   

You reached to youth.   

There was expressive worship.   

Apologetics 

Premillennialism, the basis of a belief in the literal coming of Christ and the literal kingdom is 
pessimism.  You don't have confidence in man to bring about a kingdom.  Are y'all pessimistic?  
I am.  Concerning man, I am completely pessimistic.  I am optimistic concerning the faithfulness 
of God and the appearance of our Savior.  And so premillennialism took off in the 1960s.   

The more academic circles were enlivened.  Carl Henry, a Christian scholar, wrote The Troubled 
Conscience of a Modern Fundamentalist.  Fundamentalism in the ʹ40s and ʹ50s, through 
liberalism, had withdrawn.  We had just kind of said to the world, "Y'all can just go to hell.  
We're all going to go to heaven.”  And he wrote a book called The Troubled Conscience of a 
Modern Fundamentalist.  We had to speak.  We could not have a self-imposed hiding anymore.   
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He said we had to speak to the culture and say, "Peace, be still to the winds and waves.”  Only 
we could do it.   

Billy Graham said he had a thought in night and called Carl Henry.  He said, "I want to start a 
magazine called Christianity Today.”  He said, "We will address abortion.  We will address 
premarital sex.  We will address divorce.  We will address philosophy.  We'll address creation, 
evolution.”  It was called Christianity Today.   

And Billy Graham's ministry exploded because Billy Graham—let me show you.  He grew out his 
hair.  Look at that.  See his sideburns?  They're kind of gray, but he had some sideburns.  He 
widened his tie from the ʹ70s, and he reached out to that young generation.  His ministry took 
off.  He even started making movies.  He made one with Johnny Crawford.  Who was Johnny 
Crawford?  He's the son of the Rifleman.  And Kim Darby, who was in the first True Grit.  Kim 
Darby was the girl.  They did a movie.   

He also did a movie called Time to Run that showed here in Denton, and one of our ladies in the 
office, Paula Jenkins, got converted going to see Time to Run.  I saw it.  It was at the Fine Arts 
Theater.  We now had Christian movies; and they were actually well done.   

Apologetics took on a new life of its own giving biblical answers to a disintegrating culture.   

There was a guy that was a Presbyterian minister in Switzerland called Filly.  His name was 
Francis Schaefer. He was ministering to war orphans in Switzerland.  His daughter was in school 
in France and would bring up boys on the train that had to be convinced there was a God who 
had made himself known, and there was truth, and man had dignity, and there was right and 
wrong.  He said, "There's a God who is there.”  It became a book.  “He is there and not silent.” 
That became a book.  And, “How shall we then live?”  That became a book.  Wrote Escape from 
Reason going against existentialism, that there is truth.  You don't have to do your own thing.  
You do God's thing.  And his ministry exploded.  He gave up his ministry to do nothing but 
L’Abri, the Shelter.   

Have you ever heard of Clive Staples Lewis?  C. S. Lewis wrote apologetically in World War II 
and after.  He died the same day John Kennedy got shot.  The same day.  And his works, after 
he died, went from famous to explosive. He made far more money after he was dead than ever 
in his life. Everybody wanted to read C. S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity.  

Josh McDowell wrote Evidence That Demands a Verdict and More Evidence That Demands a 
Verdict that made you look at the claims of the Bible.   

And so apologetics took off in the 1960s as a rational defense of the Christian faith.   
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Parachurch Groups 

Parachurch groups that are missionaries to specific demographics exploded.  Campus Crusade 
took off to the college campus.  They began at Berkeley, and they took them on at Berkeley.   

Let me tell you something about the world and non-Christian ideology.  It's like Goliath.  It looks 
scary.  But it falls easily.  And then you cut off its head with its own sword.   

If you're a non-Christian, I say this with great humility, I'll beat you to death with your own 
belief system.  It won't work.  It's internally inconsistent and externally impossible to live.  Only 
Christianity makes sense, and you can live it.   

And, so, Goliath fell.   

Navigators went to the military.   

InterVarsity went to the more academic in the colleges.   

FCA, Fellowship of Christian Athletes.  The rising phenomena of sports.   

There was a guy who was a baseball coach at Oklahoma State who said, “You know, we have 
athletes who’ll advertise cigarettes; we’ve got none who’ll advertise Christ.”   

He found nine athletes that were unashamed in their stance of Christ.  They had a conference 
at Estes Park, Colorado.  Packed it with high school kids wanting to see Doak Walker.   

There was a guy that was coach for the New York Giants that got interested and came to a Full 
Gospel Businessmen's Fellowship—his name was Tom Landry—and got converted.  He became, 
at the same time, the head of the Dallas Fellowship of Christian Athletes and the chairman of 
the board at Dallas Theological Seminary.   

How many professional football coaches do you know who are the chairman of fundamental 
seminary boards?  But he was.   

And, so, FCA took off.   

Young Life, Youth for Christ.  Do you know where Young Life started?  Gainesville, Texas.  It was 
started down in the basement of the library at Dallas seminary.  A guy up at Gainesville saw kids 
wandering around in the ʹ60s.  He said let's start a coffee house for kids, not just for 
counterculture, but for high school kids.  Young Life.   

And then Youth for Christ.  It started Billy Graham’s career.   
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As a matter of fact, I remember Campus Crusade staff members would carry a Bible cover that 
was red.  It looked like Chairman Mao's book on revolution, and it was called Blueprint for 
Revolution.  And I remember seeing that on all the Crusade staff members because to be a 
Christian in the ʹ70s, you were intentional.  You meant to get beat up.  You meant to raise your 
hand in classes.   

I'll never forget a teacher once saying, "There are no absolutes.”  Absolutely.  And they took 
him on.   

You were intentional.  You were meant to bring people to faith in Jesus Christ.   

Dallas seminary chapel in the 1970s, the chaplain asked the seminarians there, "How many of 
you guys were converted through the aggressive ministry of a parachurch ministry outside of 
the church in your college years?”  Eighty percent of us raised our hands.   

I was reached through Campus Crusade.  I was brought to Christ by Navigators.  I was launched 
in my ministry through Fellowship of Christian Athletes, mostly your daddy and mama helped 
me do it.  

And so, that was the ʹ70s.  It was aggressive reaching to the demographics with the message of 
Christ.  There was no pope over everything.  It was the Spirit of God that was moving in men.   

The greatest supernatural event of the ʹ60s was Explo.  It was an answer to Woodstock.  
Woodstock in ’69 was nudity, sex in the mud, and rock and roll.  Those were the good old days.  
(That's a joke.)   

Campus Crusade answered Woodstock with Explo.   

I had a class at Baylor University in 1972s, and all the students were talking about something 
that was going to happen in Dallas, Texas.  It was called Explo.  It was the answer to Woodstock.   

How many students from 75 countries, every state of the union, showed up for a week of 
evangelism training—not just to sing and carry on, but to learn how to win others to Christ and 
to go out in the Dallas community and share the gospel?  A hundred and twenty thousand 
college students all showed up in the Cotton Bowl for four nights of music, listening to men 
sing, listening to Billy Graham preach.   

A guy named Andre Crouch launched a song called “My Tribute.”  “How can I say thanks for the 
things you have done for me?” 
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Also a guy from Brownsville named Kris Kristofferson sang “Why Me, Lord?”  “What have I ever 
done to deserve even one—” 

They say on one occasion the sound system started breaking down, and Kristofferson was 
singing, and he was backed up by Johnny Cash, and you could hear Kristofferson say, "I’m about 
to sin and curse here in just a second.”   

As a matter of fact, there were six people in this church I know that were there at Explo; and 
they said the kids left the Cotton Bowl cleaner than when they found it.  And one cop said, 
"What great kids!  A whole week, and no one ever called me pig.”  Explo ’72.  

Seminaries 

The late ʹ60s and ʹ70s, evangelical seminaries exploded that would defend the Bible.  One of 
them was Dallas Theological Seminary where I went, our staff (except for Kendall) all went.  He 
went to Oklahoma Baptist University.   

I remember where I was jogging on the overpass to the Denton Airport with Bob Peters when it 
hit me, I need to be taught the Bible.  I was full of zeal, but I didn't have any grounding.   

I went down to Dallas seminary.  I said, "I want to get in.” I filled stuff out on the curb, handed it 
in, and got in.  We were there; we were full of baby boomers that wanted to be—not 
preachers—but Bible expositors, to take the position of the Bible and lift it up and have 
everybody at it.  And we had professors that became legends.   

Have you ever heard of Charles Ryrie of the Ryrie study Bible?  John Wolvard, pre-millennial 
eschatology.  Howard Hendrix, Christian education, Christian home, leadership Bible study 
methods.  A guy named Dwight Pentecost in Bible exposition.  My hero, John Hannah, in 
historical theology.   

I had to take a class to keep my hours up, and the only one that I could take was church history 
Now, remember that word association game?  If you said to me “history,” I said, “D.”  And, so I 
went and learned it, and I looked at the sowing and reaping process of theology.  You never lie 
to Mother Nature and you never lie to Father Time.  Both of them will get you.  Church history 
is a reflection on the truth.   

I would take him to lunch and buy him a sandwich and pick his brain with everything that I 
could learn.  I look at ʹ77 through ’82 (when I was at Dallas Theological Seminary) like there's a 
glow to it.  I would go early and sit in the coffee shop just to listen to men talk down there.  I 
would leave at 5:30, get there at 6:15, go to IHOP, then go to class; and my roots went down.   
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There was a guy there named Mel Sumrall.  Out of that came Denton Bible.   

Also at that time, the Bible expositor became known.  No longer were there just preachers; 
there were guys that would stand put and exposit the Bible.  They wouldn't read the Bible, 
close it, and tell you what they thought; they would explain it.  Guys like Chuck Swindoll.  Next 
to him, S. Lewis Johnson.  Next to him Tony Evans.  He was in seminary the year before I was 
there.  Ray Stedman.  David Jeremiah.   

Jeremiah was a basketball player.  He would go play basketball, then come in late for class and 
just sit and waste his time.  Howard Hendricks called him off to the side, and he said, "Why 
don't you go home?  You're wasting our time.  You're wasting your parent's money.”  He got 
under his skin, and he became David Jeremiah.   

A guy named Chuck Smith, and other great, great men of God began to dominate the airways.   

Shift to the Right 

Politically, the entire country moved to the right.  Did you know that?  We had 24 years of 
conservatives in the White House.  Twenty-four straight years simply because the culture said, 
"That's all.”   

After Johnson's resignation, Dwight Eisenhower's vice president, Richard Nixon, ran.  He was 
there for eight years, almost, until Watergate and Spiro Agnew.  Corruption.  Four of his cabinet 
members went to prison:  Haldeman, Ehrlichman, Dean, and a guy named Chuck Colson who 
got converted and wrote the most famous book of the ʹ70s.  It's called Born Again.  Everybody 
read that book.  He is the greatest famous guy ever to be converted.  I'll just say it right here.  
Tom Landry, Chuck Colson, Billy Graham conducted themselves with integrity like nobody else.  
These men.   

And he wrote the book Born Again.  It became part of our culture.   

The Lay Witness Mission in the Methodist church.  You want to mission field?  Become a 
Methodist minister.  And they started Lay Witness Missions going into Methodist churches with 
people that had been converted and sharing the gospel with them.   

In the presidential election of 1974, a Democrat was elected, an Annapolis graduate, simply 
because he said he was born again.  Who was it?  Jimmy Carter.  He wasn't a conservative, but I 
voted for him because he was born again.  He taught Sunday school.  He was a Southern 
Baptist.   
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The whole country voted conservative for 24 years.  No one told us to.  It was just the American 
Way.  Everybody said, "That's all.”   

In the ʹ70s, there was a fundamentalist pastor from Lynchburg, Virginia.  What was his name?  
Jerry Falwell.  Who exhorted—I bet you remember this—the Moral Majority.  Christians have to 
speak and quit letting government just take us to hell.  Somebody has to speak.  And, so, the 
moral majority began to speak.  He started a college called Liberty.   

Christian talk radio, as now evangelicals got on the radio, not just to preach, but to challenge 
ideas.  One of them, his own boy is in this church.  You know Mark Maddox?  He had a father 
named Marlon Maddox, out of way the heck down outside of Lumberton, Texas, in the big 
thicket.  He was an Assembly of God pastor who got kicked out for his evangelical kind of views, 
his Calvinistic views; and he started a program called Point of View and took them on.  I used to 
listen to him.  He was phenomenal.   

Pat Robertson started the 700 Club.  Did the same thing on television.  There was a television 
special that came out in the ʹ70s about politics.  You know it was called?  Thunder on the Right.   

Where did these people come from?  Christianity reclaimed the culture, except those that 
didn't submit to it who are now in Congress.  Let's continue.  They are; that's fact; they’re in 
Congress.   

1976, in Newsweek magazine, was called the year of the evangelical.  Born again.   

Even the arts moved to the right.  It was called “white bread.”  We got rid of spasmodic stuff in 
the ʹ60s, and now we had disco. You had moves.  Really bad for your wardrobe, but we had 
moves.  Couple's now touched.   

In television, we had The Brady Bunch.  Family.  The Partridge Family.  The Jeffersons, a family.  
The Cosby Show.  Family.  Little House on the Prairie.  Family.   

In music, we had The Carpenters, a family.  Sonny and Cher, a family for a while.  John Denver.  
We had the outlandish ʹ70s displays.  We got rid of a lot of the acid rock, and we gave an 
alternative.   

There was no organization.  The arts cater to public opinion.  People said, "I'm tired of this!”   

Elections were landslides, a lot of them.  Just the entire country raised up, between New York 
and Frisco, that mainstream of guys that never gets interviewed.  Anybody here ever been 
interviewed?  Nobody cares what we think until we vote, and we took over the country.   
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So what can we learn from with the rise and fall of the ʹ60s, our initial attempt at atheism?  Do 
y'all know that?  The ʹ60s were our first, initial attempt at atheism; and it collapsed.   

The main thing to learn is that we haven't.  That about every generation—we had it in the ʹ20s, 
we had it in the ʹ60s, we have it now.  You have the rejection of God, as a new generation 
comes along and thinks they can do it.  Every generation thinks they can be done with God.   

And then we have collapse, then we have reform until a new generation comes; and we have 
rejection, collapse, and reform.  Twenties, sixties, two thousands.  It happens.   

G. K. Chesterton said, "There's enough of God's image in man to imagine Utopia,” to imagine 
Shangri-La, a new age, to imagine the communist dialectic:  workers of the world unite.  We can 
have peace.  But there's enough of the fallenness in him that he can't achieve it.  Man is the 
one animal that can dream of what isn't, but we can't get there because of our nature.   

And, so, remember John Lennon?  “Imagine all the people living life in peace.”  

And then evil arises.  And what we do is we fall.  So what we do is we protest and we riot and 
we parade and we legislate.  We get our graffiti and our T-shirts. 

But all we can do is patch it.  You know why?  Because there are two words we are forbidden to 
speak, and until you speak them, you never fix things.  The words are sin and Christ.  The cause 
of the problem—it's not racism, it's not education, it's not the economy—it's sin.  And the 
solution is not any of the above.  It is Christ, an infinite personal God who makes himself 
known, who becomes one of us, gives us his word, can convert us, return, and have a world 
without end.  Amen.  And until you do that, you can't change.   

The purpose of the church is to be open to those by God's grace that want to come and then to 
influence.   

Do you think we can convert the entire culture?  No you can’t convert your home.  But you can 
influence and become light and salt.   

And so the problem rests in the reason why we should do right and why we should not do evil.  
Until you say, "God, sin, Christ,” you will not change a culture.  You can only change individuals, 
and you can influence.  And that's our job, as best we can.   

Until the fear of God in reverence for the dignity of God in man is seen and is taught by the 
church and the home and the school, we will not have a sufficient reason to do right.  And we 
have never figured that out.   
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Even the Protestant Reformation had the Renaissance before, but it didn't totally bring change 
until the reformers said, "Sola scripture.”  Back to the Bible.   

So, march all you want.  Demonstrate all you want.  And make all the T-shirts, the graffiti, the 
speeches, change all the parts.  It doesn't matter.   

Do black lives matter?  Who are you asking?  God?  Absolutely.  Amen?  Black lives matter.  Are 
you asking Darwin?  Do black lives matter?  Heck, no.  No life matters.  Lives in the womb don’t 
matter; you don't matter.   

So the question is, who says the lives matter?  We don't want God, we just want Eden.  You dig?  
And we're not going to do that.  God's going to bring us to the place of repentance.   

Take-Away Lessons 

It's interesting all this happened in the year 2020 because that's our description of seeing 
perfectly.  The church is where you find it.  It's here that conversions come, renewal comes, 
truth is found, influence comes, prayer rises.  It’s in the church.   

We are the custodians, the priests, and the prophets of our day.  Our job includes four lessons 
that we can learn:   

1.  Secularism, life without God, won't work.  Do you believe that?  Remember that when you 
vote.  Secularism, life without God, won't work.   

2.  Secularism, life without God, has never worked.  Ask Stalin.  Ask Hitler.  Ask Mao.  Ask Ho Chi 
Minh.  Ask the Greeks.  Ask the Romans.  Ask Nabonidus.  Ask any culture.  They become 
archeological digs without God.   

The church has been around because of the foundation of Christ.   

3.  Only Christianity can work.  You have a reason for existence and an infinite personal God 
who is the standard of truth, the dignity of man, who makes himself known, who can intersect 
man by becoming one of us, dying on the cross, rising from the dead, sending his Spirit, 
converting, keeping, raising eternally.  Only Christianity can work.   

Man without Christ as a man looking for Christ.  That's all he is.  If there were no Jesus, we 
would dream of Jesus.   

4.  Our job is threefold:   
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We have to stand.  Have y'all figured out we can't convert everybody?  But we can be here.  So 
if you want to come into Utopia and find the aforesaid assumptions, you've found it right here.  
Our problem is trying to live consistent with it.  It's too good to be true.   

Secondly, we have to live it.  We're the only Bible that they'll ever read, and we have to live it.   

And, then, number three, we have to speak.  The distance between us and them is not going to 
be bridged by them.  We have to see this as our missio dei, the mission of God, to talk to them.  

In the Old Testament, to get rid of the enemies of God, you know what he does?  He simply 
makes them turn their swords on each other.  They kill each other.  That is nothing but God 
speeding up the inevitability of history.  Man without God.  All cultures will turn on each other.  
Always.   

Only in Christ is there the new covenant and the law of love.   

I’m going to be dead here in a little bit.  I've got to hand this thing over to somebody.  
Somebody has to take it.   

Have you ever heard that poem called Flanders Fields?   

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 
In Flanders fields. 
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

Young studs, let's go.  [Closing prayer] 


