
 1 

CS: [Charles Stolfus] Well, good evening everyone. We've got three really, really important 

videos—short, little videos—that really help orient us to the issues that we're going to be 

discussing this evening. So these are really, really powerful videos.  

The first one is by a good friend of mine, Mark Davis. He's a radio personality on 660 

AM, The Mark Davis Show. He is one who is fearless in addressing a lot of issues of 

interest, a wide array of issues, religious, secular, whatever it might be, legal issues, 

social issues. And so he is such a clarion voice. This is his prompting for us to take 

seriously the opportunity we have to vote and to influence our society. So here's Mark 

Davis.  

MD: Hey everybody. Mark Davis. I host a talk show here on 660 AM The Answer in 

Dallas/Fort Worth. What a pleasure it is to be part of your event on such an important set 

of issues like what people of faith are supposed to do, what the Christian behavior is 

supposed to be, in terms of involving ourselves in secular politics.  

I come to it from an interesting perspective. I work for a company, the Salem Media 

Group, that has a lot of religious stations, a lot of religious music stations, religious 

teaching stations. But ours is a secular talk station, but we're all empowered to explain 

why we believe what we believe.  

And I happen to believe in the things that I espouse, for being pro-life, for certain feelings 

about the culture, about gender, etc., from a biblical perspective. And I absolutely vote. 

And I do a talk show. And I offer that as an illustration that we are called to be warriors 

for Christ. And I totally believe that means at the ballot box. We can't sit there on the 

couch.  

There's that wonderful old quote that says, "The only thing necessary for evil to succeed 

is for good people to do nothing.” And, I know the Bible talks about, "Do not be of the 

world. Do not immerse yourself in the world.” I think that means don't be poisoned by a 

crazy and fallen world. It doesn't mean don't fight it back against the things in the world 

that deserve our response.  
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So let's tell each other—obviously from a pastoral perspective it's a little harder for you. 

Easy for me; I do a talk show. But from a clergy perspective, hard to get out there and say 

vote for this person, vote for that person, vote for these people; but you can talk about 

issues: about who's pro-life and who's not, about who believes in a biblical view of 

gender and who does not, about who believes in religious freedom and protecting 

everyone's right to worship and who does not.  

If you're doing those things and send people out into the world to do their own 

homework, they'll come back with the right answers if they see it from a scriptural view.  

Thank you so much for having me. I appreciate it. It's incredibly important. Let's get out 

there and fight hard and fight smart and fight in a Christ-like way. When we vote, when 

we argue, it should be in a way, when we have these debates, that involves mutual 

respect, that wonderful old adage about treating others as you'd like to be treated.  

But if we're fighting hard and fighting smart, the result will be a world in which we've 

had an impact. It’ll still be a fallen world, but maybe one that we can make a little better.  

Thanks very much for letting me be a part of your day.  

CS: And Mark is the real deal. I mean he really has truly biblical convictions, and he's 

fearless in speaking out. I think you can tell he's a radio personality too. I mean he can 

talk quickly. I envy him.  

The next speaker on this video is Mat Staver, and he heads up a religious liberty 

organization. He's going to speak to the issue of whether or not, or to what extent, 

Christians or pastors or churches can speak out on issues of public concern, of religious 

liberty issues.  

So this is Mat Staver.  

MS: Hi. I'm Mat Staver, founder and chairman of Liberty Council. I want to take away the 

fear that you may have with regards to tax-exempt status and political intervention. No 

church has ever lost its tax-exempt status for lobbying or for political intervention.  
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The lobbying restriction came into the IRS code in 1934, and no church has ever lost its 

exemption for supporting or opposing local, state, or federal legislation.  

In 1954, the political intervention restriction came into the IRS code. It says that churches 

may not support or oppose candidates for office. That's an absolute prohibition; but, 

again, no church—even for that—has ever lost its tax-exempt status for supporting or 

opposing a candidate.  

Let's take a specific example: The church in New York. That particular church opposed 

then-governor Bill Clinton for president, taking out full page ads in the USA Today and 

the Washington Times newspapers and spending tens and tens of thousands of dollars in 

doing so. Bill Clinton was elected, and the IRS came to that church and said it clearly 

crossed the line; and it did. But even that church never lost its tax-exempt status for that 

particular political intervention.  

Now beyond what that particular church did and the lack of consequences for doing it, 

clearly churches can, even within the parameter of the IRS restrictions, address biblical 

topics. Pastors can preach each on any topic at any time, no matter whether this is a 

political discussion at that moment. You may educate the people on these biblical topics 

and then explain to the people the candidates’ positions on these topics. You can do that 

by the distribution of voter guides or other means.  

Candidates may speak at a church. You may acknowledge candidates who are attending 

your church, and you can have candidates engage in a forum or debate at your church. 

You can encourage people to register to vote. You can actually bus them to the polls. 

Pastors can also lend their name and title and affiliation for or against a candidate on the 

website of a particular candidate or in a newspaper ad or on a brochure.  

All you have to do is, along with your name and title, say that the title and affiliation is 

for identification purposes only. Clearly you can do a lot with regards to taking positions 

for or against local, state, or national legislation or laws.  

And you can also speak specifically with regards to the biblical issues of the day, educate 

your people, get them registered to vote, and educate them on how these candidates stand 
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on these biblical issues. No church has ever lost its tax-exempt status for engaging in 

these activities.  

So, if after you hear this, you decide not to address biblical topics and the candidates’ 

positions these topics, and you decide not to engage in this incredibly important 

discussion, don't blame it on the IRS because that is your own personal decision for 

which you will have to be held accountable. Replace the muzzle with a megaphone. 

Preach biblical topics. Encourage your people to vote, and make a difference in your 

community and in our country.  

CS: And we're going to hear more about issues of religious liberty from an actual expert in 

this area also, one of our panelists, in a few moments.  

One last short, little video. This is from probably one of the smartest guys I've ever met. 

Seriously. Dr. Al Mohler, president of Southern Seminary, a brilliant man. Certainly, 

beyond a shadow of a doubt, the most widely-read Christian I have ever met, beyond 

question. He's that, really, informed about issues far and wide. And, so, he is speaking on 

the biblical stewardship that we have as Christians to vote. And, so, this is a short, little 

video and then we'll start our program in earnest.  

AM: I'm Albert Mohler, president of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 

Kentucky. One of the most important themes in all of scripture is stewardship. And we 

are called to be stewards on behalf of God, measured by how faithful we are in every 

dimension of our stewardship.  

As citizens of the United States of America, part of our citizenship is in the vote. By 

voting, we exercise a privilege that few human beings throughout human history have 

ever known. And we, as Christians, in the United States, well, we understand how much 

is at stake, why an election is not just a political event, why it's not just a matter of votes 

being counted. It's not just about the Senate and the House and local offices and the 

presidency. It's not just about any of those. It’s about the future of our nation.  

Every election is a decision point for our country. It's a collision of arguments about who 

this country must be and the direction in which we must head.  
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There's so much at stake: the future of the courts, the future of our laws, the ethos and 

identity of the United States. It's actually at stake in every major election. Christians 

understand that we have not only the privilege of voting, we have a duty, a responsibility.  

When you think of Jesus's parable of the talents, he gave of his strongest words of 

condemnation to the one who didn't even exercise any stewardship at all with what had 

been invested in him and entrusted to him. That must be on our minds and on our 

consciences. We have to know we'll give answer one day for not only everything we did 

but everything we didn't do.  

A part of our stewardship is understanding that in the Christian life, we not only have to 

avoid sins of commission, the things we do we ought not to do; but sins of omission, the 

things we ought to have done but didn't do. Don’t realize the day after the election that 

you failed in your stewardship.  

Election day requires, for Christians, the exercise of that stewardship, the exercise of the 

privilege of voting and understanding that every vote matters and every vote matters 

across the board. We have a stewardship in local offices. We have a stewardship in 

county offices. We have a stewardship in state offices; and, yes, we have a massive 

stewardship in our national election. It just comes about at the national level like this 

electing a president every four years. Every four years Americans—and that means also 

American Christians—exercising the vote, have an opportunity and privilege and a duty 

to vote out of our conviction, fulfilling by means of the biblical worldview what it is to 

exercise that vote to the maximum of our Christian faithfulness and our Christian witness.  

So don't set yourself up the day after the election to know what you should have done. 

Instead, determined right now you're going to do what you need to do. Exercise the vote. 

Fulfill your stewardship. Be ready to give answer for what has been entrusted to you. 

And may God bless this nation and may Christians, through our vote, be the salt and light 

we're called to be.  

CS: And we are very grateful to him because he, at our request, prepared that video just for 

this event. And so we're thankful for him, really, lending his thoughts on this.  
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So, as we get started, first of all, a hearty welcome to everyone here. It is so great to see a 

great crowd here from all over the Metroplex and those that are with us through live 

streaming from all over the country that are connecting through that technology.  

By the way this event will be recorded and available online afterwards. You can send the 

link. We'll try to get a transcript out as soon as possible because many of you benefit 

from that much more than maybe the audio. That's easy to distribute and really to get 

more precise on exactly what you heard at this event. So we're going to have that 

available also.  

But as we get started, we have the colors to be presented here. So I would ask you to 

stand for the presentation of the colors and the singing of the national anthem by guest 

soloist. Nicole will be with us in a few moments. [Colors presented, national anthem, 

prayer] 

Our speakers here will include the Lieutenant Colonel Allen West and Denton Bible’s 

own senior pastor Tommy Nelson on how Christians can be, indeed, a prophetic voice in 

this day, what the Bible would describe as this sanctifying influence. How to be light and 

salt in this world, in a society where a bunch of issues that are critical to us, our daily life, 

are at stake.  

We're also going to be joined by attorney Jeremy Dys from First Liberty, which is a 

religious liberty law firm. He's going to bring some special expertise on the issue of the 

Constitution and religious liberty and how and to what extent believers or churches or 

pastors can speak out in very explicit terms on things and issues that are deemed by many 

to be merely political issues. And, yet, we recognize that they are fundamentally moral 

issues. They are biblical issues where God has spoken.  

And our conviction, as a church, is that the real debate in the upcoming elections is really 

not about individuals and personalities; it really is about two radically different 

trajectories that will be set in motion from the results of the upcoming elections. And it's 

about the direction that our country will take on fundamental issues like the sanctity of 

life, a biblical understanding of marriage and sexuality, and the degree to which our 
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country will pursue policies that promote genuine human flourishing for Christian and 

non-Christian alike, what the Constitution itself would guarantee, what the Bible directs 

us to, human flourishing, to be what God has created us to be in his image and likeness.  

And I'm sure that many of us agree that what some see as merely political issues are, in 

fact, fundamentally spiritual issues that the Bible speaks very directly to. And for this 

reason we have this extraordinary opportunity, as well as a responsibility, to speak out on 

these issues being debated in the public square. But, yes, with wisdom and discretion and 

with clarity and, yes, grace, Christ-like in our talk. And our desire is to influence and to 

persuade. We don't have any desire to coerce or to compel.  

And whatever happens in the upcoming elections, I think you and I can join together to 

embrace and to remember that we have an unwavering confidence that the Lord is in 

control. And I'll leave us with—as we transitioned to our speakers—with a great word of 

scripture: Our hope is indeed in the Lord, amen?  

Psalms 33:20-22  

Our soul waits for the Lord; 

He is our help and our shield. 

For our heart rejoices in Him, 

Because we trust in His holy name. 

Let Your lovingkindness, O Lord, be upon us, 

According as we have hoped in You. 

Can you say amen to that? No matter what happens in a month and a half or two months 

on November 3rd, God will still be in control.  

And yet we have this exciting wonderful opportunity to influence issues and to really 

elevate ministers of God. That's how the Bible describes public servants. They're 

ministers of God for good. And, so, we have an extraordinary and exceptional 

opportunity in this free land to elevate individuals who will honor, as much as is possible, 

what the Bible has to say on these critical issues.  
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So now without any further ado let's hear from a man who needs no introduction. It is our 

own Tommy Nelson.  

TN: Can we have a round of applause for Charlie Stolfus? I told Charles one time, "If you get 

a chance to be the chaplain of the United Nations, don't take it because this is where you 

need to be.” It’s what he does. Nobody does it like Charlie Stolfus. If I go into battle, I 

want Charlie Stolfus in front of me.  

I'm the warm-up guy for the big boys, okay? For Colonel West and Jeremy Dys. But just 

stay with me and let me just kind of whet your palate. You got a minute? All right.  

I’m going to give you a story here from Acts 4 about the rock and the hard place. It says 

this:  

When they—Peter and John—had been released, they went to their 

own companions and reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to 

them.  

What the chief priest and the elders had said to them was the famous verse, “Speak no 

more in this name.”  

We had a first. We have a clash between the church and the state, in a sense. You have 

Caiaphas versus Christ who are standing against each other. Jesus said speak. The 

Sanhedrin said don't. This is the rock and the hard place. It prefaces what the church was 

going to be in for the next 20 centuries, always standing against the tide.  

So when they heard this—What do you do when you're told by the government, "You 

will disobey what God has told you.” What do you do?  

There are a number of things here. It says when they heard this—the charge—what they 

did is they lifted their voices to God with one accord.  

What's that called when you lift your voice to God? What do we call that? It's called 

prayer. They prayed. And when it says they prayed with one accord, that meant the entire 
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Christian church. By this time, it's a few thousand there in Jerusalem. They all came 

together and they all prayed.  

Why? Because they were scared. That's why. Because this was a physical threat against 

them.  

You remember in Acts 12 that Herod put James to death by beheading, and he saw that it 

pleased the Jews. And so he put Peter in jail. If they're pleased at James, they'll be thrilled 

at Peter being dead. And he was going to bring Peter out on Passover and put him to 

death, which a lot of times is good for a politician to take his stand against Christ. And, 

so, he put Peter in jail. They put him between two guards, a guard at one gate and a guard 

at the other gate.  

And it said that the whole church began to pray fervently because James was dead. Blood 

had been shed. Stephen had been killed, and in Acts 12, they're going to kill Peter. And it 

said the church gathered and they prayed fervently because they had seen that people are 

going to die out there; and they prayed.  

There's nothing like a good beheading to motivate you to prayer. And they did.  

And, so, fear can be a good motivator. Are y’all a little bit scared right now? I am. When 

you look at the news—that's what moved me four years ago to do that message, “The 

Continental Divide.” I was mad because, the first time in my life, I saw my country take 

its stand against God. And that enraged me that the country that I grew up in had been 

commandeered away from us.  

And, so, they prayed and they prayed all together. You know what's going to happen on 

Saturday the 26th of this month? Franklin Graham and bunch of guys are going to pray 

from 12:00 to 2:00. And if you can't get out there, all over the United States, guys like us 

are going to gather in that time zone. For us, it will be 11:00 to 1:00. And we're going to 

pray.  

And, so, everybody got together, and they prayed.  
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And then another thing that you see is they prayed and said, “Oh, Lord, it is you who 

has made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.”  

When it says “Oh, Lord,” that is not the Greek word correa, the standard word for lord. 

It's the word despotes. What word do we get from there? Despot. And it means, normally, 

in an evil sense, some ruler that has total authority.  

Well that word is used in the book of Jude about our only master and despot, Jesus 

Christ, that he is sovereign. He's not running to be God, all right. He is God from eternity.  

And so they prayed to One that has all sovereignty and all power. Amen? That he can do 

anything. And they said, "Oh, Lord, you made the heaven and the earth and the sea 

and all that is in them.”  

Why does God need scripture quoted back to him? Because he knows it. He has a good 

scripture memory program. When he says it, it's scripture, okay? And so they prayed to a 

creator that you are the creator and nothing is impossible for you. You can call something 

out of nothing.  

Right now, do we need God to call something out of nothing? When you add up all the 

stuff, it doesn't equal a Christian victory. You're going to have to have God calling 

something into existence that doesn't exist, where men go to bed lambs and they wake up 

lions. When you have manna all in front of you, that's what God's going to have to do.  

There's a guy in the Old Testament named Jeremiah; and just before Israel goes into 70 

years of captivity, God tells him to buy some real estate. You dig? You don't buy real 

estate in a land that's about to be overrun. I know that much. But God said, "I want you to 

buy real estate here in Israel when you get deported, and I want you to take that deed and 

put it in a clay jar and keep it because there's a day that you're going to come back, and 

I'm going to make the host nation foot the bill and cut a blank check.” That's impossible.  

And Jeremiah looks to God and says, "Oh, Lord, thou didst make the heavens and the 

earth by thy great power, and by thine outstretched arm. Nothing is too difficult for thee.” 

You can do anything.  
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Did Israel coming back from slavery? Yes, they did. You want to know who else quotes 

that verse in the Bible? God quotes it to Abraham about having a child with a one-

hundred-year-old woman. Nothing is too difficult for the Lord.  

You know who else quotes that? Gabriel to a woman named Mary about having a virgin-

born child. Nothing is too difficult for God.  

So we need a God that can call into being that which does not exist.  

And something else, that he was a God who was over all. He said, "who by the Holy 

Spirit, through the mouth of our father David Your servant, said,—” and they quote 

some more scripture at God from Psalm 2.  

‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 

And the peoples devise futile things? 

‘The kings of the earth took their stand, 

Now, Psalm 2 says the kings of the earth take their stand. They changed it to took their 

stand because they’re not looking eschatologically at a future event. They're looking back 

at a historic event that just took place a couple of months earlier. 

‘The kings of the earth took their stand, 

And the rulers were gathered together 

Against the Lord and against His Christ.’ 

For truly in this city—Jerusalem—there were gathered together against Your 

holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along 

with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel,  

A month or so ago, God, we were hopelessly outnumbered in the darkest day of our life 

on the torture and the murder of the very Messiah of God.  

And then they said they were gathered together to do whatever Your hand and Your 

purpose predestined to occur. That, God, they acted in evil and in wickedness, and they 
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performed what your hand your purpose predestined to occur. Can anyone outflank God? 

You can't outflank an all knowing being.  

What's the worst act that ever occurred in the history of man? The death of the creator by 

the creation, to hold him in contempt, spit upon him, beat him, mock him, crucify him, 

torture him, and then lie about his resurrection. It was the worst day of human history.  

What's the greatest day of human history? The same thing! That right there is the greatest 

day.  

Is God that great that evil men can act culpably and leave nothing to chance? God is 

sovereign over all events.  

And, so, they pray to a God that there is no evil that can outflank him, there is no evil that 

can conquer him. Do you believe that? That's called a big God! And that's who they 

prayed to.  

And they said this: And now, Lord—meaning, you did this in the creation, and you did 

this in the recreation. And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your 

bond-servants may speak Your word with all confidence— 

Their request is not to remove the bad guys and kill the bad guys, as I would have prayed. 

Their request is, "They told us not to speak in this name.” And Peter said, "As to whether 

to obey God or man, you be the judge. As for us we cannot stop telling what we have 

seen and heard. We have seen the most remarkable act in the history of the cosmos, and 

that is where God becomes a man and dies for the sinner. We can't keep silent on that. I'm 

sorry. You put us in jail; you kill us if you have to. But keeping silent, we can't do. It's 

called the gospel, the good news from heaven, and I can't keep silent; and God told us to 

speak, and we're going to speak.”  

And it says now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-servants 

may speak Your word with all boldness—  
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The Greek word for boldness, parrēsia, simply means “all speech.” And it means you're 

not afraid to say what must be said. It doesn't mean that you're articulate and loud, but it 

means that you're faithful to what God tells you to say.  

And, so, they don't pray that evil will simply be removed. They're praying that they 

would be—if you want a term—that the church will be up to the task. God give us the 

grace to be what we ought to be.  

You remember Braveheart, Mel Gibson, my personal look alike? You remember William 

Wallace is about to die, and he's in the jail, and he knows it's coming. And he prays, and 

he says, "Oh God let me die well. Let me be faithful to what I'm supposed to be.”  

Well, that's what they prayed. “God let us be up to the task. Don't let me cower. Give me 

strength in the battle. Strengthen my hands.”  

Do we need to pray that now for the people of God? God, let us be up to the task. Let 

your people lie down as lambs and awake as lions, and step up and do what has to be 

done.  

“—while You extend Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place through 

the name of Your holy servant Jesus.”  

They ask also not that we could speak, but would you come along beside me, and would 

you support us, and would you do things that that appeal to the very visual senses of man 

that he sees that our God is true.  

You remember David when he went against Goliath, and Saul said, “This guy has been a 

warrior from his youth. You're a shepherd. You're a stripling.”  

And David said, “The God that delivered me from the paw of the bear and the mouth of 

the lion, he is going to deliver me from this Philistine. No, I can't do this, Saul, but God 

can. And God has a track record of always showing up in the depth of battle. And, so, I 

believe that God's going to stand with me in this, and God's going to get the job done.”  
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Do y’all believe that? See the problem with being on the Left is you can't have a prayer 

meeting. You know what I’m saying? How do you have a prayer meeting? “God, we’ve 

killed 60 million. Let us kill 60 million more.” Can you pray that?  

“God, we pray that we would run these followers of God out of the country.” You can't 

pray that.  

“God, we pray that we could institute communism in this country. In my name I pray.” 

That doesn't carry a lot of weight, you know. “In Nancy's name.” (I didn't say nothing.) 

And, so, God let us walk on water! Y’all remember that? If it's you, call me to you 

because if it's you, not only can you do the impossible but I can do the impossible.  

“It is I. Come.”  

And he made it. He sank because took his eyes off of God. You know, it's an amazing 

thing. It says “he began to sink.” Can you begin to sink? That's a miracle. I've never seen 

anybody “began to sink.” And he reached out, and he saved him.  

And, so, he knows we’re weak. Isn’t that good? “I know you're weak, and I know you're 

scared; but I'm right here. I'm right here. I can save you from the storm, and I can save 

you from you.”  

And then it says, And when they had prayed— I can imagine them. “In Jesus' name, 

amen.” The place where they had gathered was shaken. An earthquake hit. The Bible 

says, "The pillars of the earth are the Lord’s.”  

Whenever God gives an earthquake, that means that the foundations of reality are mine. 

Three earthquakes in the New Testament. There is an earthquake when Jesus dies, and 

the temple is split in half, and God said, "There's no old covenant to go back to. I have 

burned your bridge. The only way to go is ahead. I just canceled out your trusting in law 

and sacrifice to the One who fulfilled them. You can't go back.” So the earth shakes at the 

idea that sin has been paid, salvation has been paid for.  
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And then when he rose from the dead there was an earthquake moving that stone. Not 

that Jesus can get out. He wasn't on the inside going [knock, knock, knock]. No, it wasn't 

for him to get out. It was for men to get in. And so the stone moved. And, so, whenever 

you see salvation paid and salvation provided, you see an earthquake; and God's letting 

you know that God has acted.  

And, then, you see it right here where there needs to be—not the payment; that's been 

done. Not the provision; that's been done—but the proclamation. We have to go talk 

about it, and it's scary. And now the earth shakes, and God says, "I'm as with you in the 

book of Acts as I was in the gospels. I'm with you, and we're going to get this done.”  

—the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.  

They prayed and said, “Note their threats and grant that your bond servants may 

speak your word with all boldness.” And the place where they had gathered 

together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak the word of God with boldness.  

You see what's happening? They ask it. Question: Did God answer it? Took him two 

sentences, and God did it.  

“If you ask anything according to my will, I hear you. And if I hear you, you know that 

you have the request that you ask of me.” And God is there. And he does it. And they 

began to speak the word. They walked on water.  

You know what I would say? That they became public in their faith. The leaders of Israel 

said, "It's all real good that you have this little meeting-house-to-house deal, but I do not 

want you to speak publicly of this name. Keep your religion in a nice closet. Make it a 

personal thing and a private thing. But I don't want anybody outside of your church 

knowing one about Jesus.”  

Jesus said speak. They said stay quiet. God said speak. And God gave them grace.  
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Is there still that ideology in our country? “Y’all keep your Jesus in a nice cordoned-off 

place, but don't you let it outside your church.” Is that still out there? You bet it is!  

Well, you know one thing there isn't in the temple of God, there's not a suggestion box. 

You ever notice that? God's not asking for our suggestions. And God says you're going to 

speak.  

Is our religion personal? Yes. Is our religion private? Be careful! Personal is not private. 

Personal means that you don't get to skate on your parents. It means God's not a 

grandfather. It means that every single person has to deal with God, the God of Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Judah, and all the rest. We have to deal with him. So it's personal; 

but is it private?  

Paul said to Agrippa, “You know these things are true, Agrippa; and they did not happen 

in a corner.”  

The Bible says Christ was displayed publicly as a propitiation to the righteousness of 

God. He died at nine o'clock to three o'clock on, essentially, Easter on that morning of 

Passover where the entire nation gathered [as if it were] at the corner of 635 and I-35. At 

the Damascus Gate—That's where Calvary was. It was 635 and I-35, outside the northern 

wall, where everybody came down. Nine o'clock to three o'clock on Easter morning 

where everybody could see that God is holy, and he does not wink at our sin.  

So our salvation was a personal thing, but was it a private thing for God? He was 

displayed publicly as a propitiation unto the righteousness of God. And our religion does 

not get to be a private thing because heaven and hell are not private places.  

Pray with me: Our Father in heaven, as Jeremy and Colonel West come, we just bathe 

ourselves in the need of the hour. As we gather on Saturday here and all over the United 

States from one point to the other, as Christians come together, and our voices rise like a 

laser, like everything working on the same wavelength, everything coming up to you, that 

you would hear and be pleased.  
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And we ask for these things in the name of Christ, but in the memory of a whole lot of 

great men and women that from 1607 to where we are have laid it down in all kinds of 

places that this great experiment, the great dream of America, where our only problems 

have been our inconsistency to our own uprightness, our inconsistency to the beauty of 

this Constitution that reflects Sinai. God, that's been our problem—us. Not the country, 

not you. Our problem has been us. And, so, override our weakness.  

Lord, our country doesn't deserve an answer. We deserve the prayer of Elijah, "Unless by 

my word, rain will not fall for three and a half years.” We need to call down a strike on 

ourselves. We deserve it. We deserve your saying to us, “Call now upon your false gods 

and let them deliver you. Your cities are burning. Call upon atheism. Call upon 

secularism. See if it can help you. People are being murdered. Call upon your humanism. 

Children are being butchered. Call upon Charles Darwin. Call upon Jean-Paul Sartre. Call 

upon Rousseau. Call upon Stalin. Call upon Hitler. Call upon the ideologies you have 

followed, and let them help you if they be your gods.”  

And we, like Pharaoh of old, shall smell the stench of heaps of dead frogs, the smell of 

our idolatry. But, God, we pray that the thin, small voice of your children might be heard; 

and we pray, God, not for ourselves. We know what the truth is and we're going to 

persevere.  

But, God, we've got the biggest elementary school in this city off to my right down here 

with these kids. We've got a whole next generation. God, do something, as Paul said, 

“exceeding, abundant, beyond what we ask or what we even think according to the power 

that dwelleth within us.”  

In Jesus' name we pray. And God's people said Amen. 

CS: You know, I'm so glad that God gives us exactly the kind of leaders that we need at 

exactly the right time. He really raises up individuals with talents, with the experiences 

that are just exactly what we need, the voices that we need to hear.  

Was it Mordecai that said of Esther, “Who knows but that the Lord has brought you here 

for such a time as this”?  
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I think it was a president that said, "Some people are born great; some people achieve 

greatness; some people have greatness thrust upon them.” And I really don't think it's any 

overstatement to say that our three speakers in various, different ways have all three of 

those things wrapped up in one individual with prodigious abilities and experiences that 

are precisely relevant to the needs of the hour. And, so, we're really excited to have these 

speakers, whether it's legal expertise and the experiences the Lord has brought you 

through, Jeremy. Or just your experiences in the military and in politics, Colonel West. 

Or Tom, as a minister of the gospel, preaching the word of God. We need these voices. 

So, we just bless the Lord that he brings them to us at exactly the right hour.  

So it's our great privilege to have Lieutenant Colonel Allen West here with us. He has an 

incredible background, great experiences in politics; and I think he saw something of a 

Macedonian vision some time ago. A Texan appeared to him in a dream and said, "Come 

over here!” And, so—I don't know if that's true, but it sounds good. But we are greatly 

privileged to have Allen West with us to bring a few words here.  

And you know what? This guy can preach too! I heard him at a cowboy church once, and 

this guy can bring he the goods, and he can quote scripture. So we're very fortunate to 

have Colonel West with us today.  

AW: Thank you, Charles. Thank you so very much. Hey, what a great thing that everybody is 

angry with the NFL, so you're not at home watching Monday Night Football. You're all 

here.  

You know, Pastor Tommy, you kind of stirred things up here a little bit. I was reading 

some local papers. They weren't happy with you with this event you’re putting on here. 

They were talking about taking away his tax-exempt status and saying that he's running a 

cult church up here and all this kind of stuff and saying you got that black conservative 

guy, Allen West, coming up here to speak too, and you’re all messed up.  

But you know what's so funny? These people are such hypocrites! I mean I remember 

when John Kerry was running for president, he was up in a pulpit and talking and all that 

mess.  
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And I remember when Hillary Clinton stood up there in a pulpit, and she said, “I don't 

feels no ways tired!” I'm thinking to myself, “Man, if I’d ever talked like that in front of 

my mommy and daddy—“Boy, that's bad English!” Whack!  

But nobody says anything when they do it.  

But all of a sudden when God's true believers stand up, and they claim their right, they 

understand their very first liberty, all of a sudden the other side gets all upset. Why? 

Because they understand the power that you have. They don't want you to express that 

power because so often Christians have fallen under this spell of this thing called 

separation of church and state. And they don't really know what it is and what it's about.  

I remember when I was speaking down at the University of Miami, that's was one of 

them real-smart-people schools. I didn't go to a real-smart-people school. I went to 

University of Tennessee. But I tell you something, there wouldn't be no Texas without 

Tennessee Volunteers!  

But, I was standing here in front of these honors, juniors and seniors in political science. 

And a young lady came up during the question-answer period. She said, "Well, hey, 

Congressman, you’re here talking, and we've heard you talk about your faith and all this 

type of stuff. Don't you think that's a violation of separation of church and state?” 

I went, “Oh, this’s going to be fun now!” I said, "Well, young lady, tell me something. I 

mean, you're a senior, and you're doing the honors political science here. So, can you tell 

me where that whole separation of church and state thing is?  

She said, "It’s in the Declaration of Independence.”  

I said, “Even a private in the paratroopers knows that's not the case.”  

And so I did like the drill sergeants used to do. I said, [buzzer sound]. Way wrong 

answer. I couldn't drop her for pushups, but I wanted to. And I said, "Who else out there 

wants to tell me where they find separation of church and state?”  

So, one young man steps up there, “Well, Sir, it’s in the United States Constitution.”  
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I said, "Well, can you show me where it is in the United States Constitution? I mean, 

Article One? Two? Three? I mean, where is it?”  

See, that's what happens when we're not sitting at the table in our homes. We're not doing 

what it says in Proverbs 22:6. It says Train up a child in the way that they should go 

so that when they grow old they shall not depart from it.  

And, see, the great thing about the West family, four generations have said a very simple 

oath. A dad fought in World War II as a corporal in the army. My older brother who 

fought in Vietnam as a Lance Corporal in the United States Marine Corps. (I see. Paid 

political announcement. The best propaganda around.) Myself, 31 July 1982, and my 

nephew who's serving. “I'll support and defend the Constitution the United States of 

America against all enemies foreign and domestic. I will bear true faith and allegiance to 

the same, that I take this obligation freely without any purpose of evasion and mental 

reservation so helped me—” not Nancy Pelosi “—so help me God.”  

And, so, it’s kind of beat up and worn down and everything like that, but I figured that if 

you're going to take an oath to something, you should understand what it is. And, so, 

Christians need to understand what this whole thing is because your very first liberty, 

your very first right in the Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments to our United States 

Constitution—and, last week, don't forget, September the 17th 1787, Constitution Day. 

How many people think their kids heard or learned anything about the Constitution last 

week, Thursday? But the question is, how many of you all talked to your kids and your 

grandkids about the Constitution last week, Thursday?  

See, it says here that “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion 

or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”  

So how do we get to the point where all of a sudden people are telling churches they have 

to be shut down? How is it that all of a sudden, as I spoke about earlier, you can have a 

liquor store open, you can have a marijuana store open. You can have the Walmart; you 

can have anything, McDonald's. But in California, they're told they can't have indoor 

services. You have a pastor out there that is facing potential jail time for having services.  
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See, because all of a sudden someone took these very simple words, and they flipped 

them around not understanding that what separation of church and state is, is a found 

concept. It is found in a letter written by Thomas Jefferson to the Danbury Baptist 

Convention of Connecticut in 1802, where Thomas Jefferson explained that in America, 

we will not have a head of state who is also a head of church.  

And where do we find that? King Henry the 8th. King Henry the 8th wanted to have a 

divorce, right, Pastor? And the church said no. So what did King Henry do? He said, 

"Well, the heck with it. I'll just make my own church. And I'll just make my own rules. 

And I'm the head of that church. And I'm the head of the state, and everyone's going to 

bow down and worship me.” And that's why people fled England to come here because if 

you did not bow down to the establishment of his religion, then you were persecuted and 

prosecuted. That's what the founders were talking about. That's what Madison and 

Hamilton and John Jay were talking about when they wrote that very first liberty that you 

have.  

But somehow since we don't teach history—You know, now they're saying that the 

United States of America started in 1619 when the first slaves set foot on these shores. 

And some of us are allowing our kids to believe that. But see, the United States of 

America was not founded then. The United States of America was founded saying that 

you can have that freedom of religion. You can have that free exercise thereof.  

But as the pastor was talking about, Pastor Tommy, if you're not careful, you will not 

have a freedom of religion. You may have a freedom of worship, but they're going to 

define to you where you can have that freedom of worship.  

People in California have to go out to the beaches to have church because they’ve been 

told, "Your churches are closed.” They’re being told, if you do, you can't even sing in the 

church. That's against the law. Because Gavin Newsom has all of a sudden made himself 

the head of the church and also the head of the state of California.  

That's not what we were intended to have. That's not what we were intended to be. But if 

we don't have Christians that study to “show thyself approved,” if we don't understand 
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this book of the law and that book of the law, then the next thing you know, we have that 

very first liberty, that very first right, that very first privilege that is taken away from us.  

We don't want to see that happen in the United States of America. We don't want people 

that are out there saying that this pastor, who was just saying one simple thing, you have 

to stand up for your values, you should be able to vote your values, you should be able to 

talk about your values, you should be able to talk about these biblical principles, you 

should be able to get the body of Christ engaged in the electoral process; and all of a 

sudden, they're saying he's a bad guy?  

See that's kind of like what King Henry would do. See, I want you to think about 

something. Your inalienable rights, unlike any other place, any other nation that was ever 

established in the world, they come from a creator, God: life, liberty, pursuit of 

happiness.  

But this is what is going on in America because of the secular humanist Left, the people 

that want to remove God out of the marketplace. See, God is not even good enough—he 

couldn't even figure out Adam and Eve. Yeah, I mean, you know, there's 67, 68 genders 

now. He couldn’t figure that out. Shoot, you’re wrong, God!  

You know this whole thing about the weather. It's not about God being in control of the 

weather. You're going to have good weather; you're going to have bad weather. 

Yesterday was a beautiful day, not a cloud in the sky. Today's kind of gloomy, kind of 

ugly. But you know something? There's one hand it has control of it. But no, no, no, no, 

no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no. This thing called “man-made climate change” now. 

See man controls the weather.  

Now, I'm almost 60. You remember when those knuckleheads were talking about we're 

going to freeze the death? There was going to be an ice age coming back. Now, I don't 

know about you out here in North Texas, but, Pastor, that freaked me out down in 

Georgia. I mean, you know. But that's just a bunch of mess.  

But what are they really seeking to do? That's what I want you to study. That's what I 

want you to understand. They're trying to say that this God could not get an Adam and 
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Eve right, that you can determine what your gender is. You can determine what you want 

to be. He couldn't get the weather right. We're the ones in charge of the weather.  

Remember that old story about the tower of Babel? When they got together and said, 

"Hey, we're great! We're going to build this tower! We're going to reach out there, and 

we're going touch God. Because we're equal to God!” That's what they're seeking to do.  

And when you undermine the sovereignty of God in these United States of America, 

when you undermine his omniscience and his omnipotence, then guess what happens? 

You're not sovereign either because your rights did not come from this quote unquote 

fictional creator that couldn't even get—  

Whose phone is that? I got my mojo going on. No! Pastor! Pastor Mel! Oh my! That was 

God calling? Okay. See, you know what? Marines always try to mess up a soldier.  

But think about it. I mean, what's going on here is that they don't want you to believe that 

you're sovereign. If you don't have a sovereign God that endowed you with these rights, 

then you're just part of a big collective.  

The Lord is a spirit, and where the spirit of the Lord is there is liberty. If there is no spirit 

of the Lord here in United States of America, there’s no liberty. There's tyranny. There's 

despotism. That's what he's talking about.  

And, so, I need the body of Christ to wake up.  

In 2016, 25 million Christians, like the pastor just did, he just dialed it in. They didn't 

vote. Okay maybe you’re not shocked by that number. But in 2016, the last presidential 

election, 25 million Christians did not vote. And, then, you ask yourself, then how is it 

that all of a sudden the Supreme Court can tell the church they can't have a full 

congregation? They can have 50 congregants. How is it that Bibles are being burned in 

the United States of America? How is it that elected officials all of a sudden believe that 

they have the enumerated right—which they don't have—to tell the church that they have 

to be closed. Or, if you have an outdoor service, the police show up. Or on Easter 

Sunday, the holiest day for us, that you can't even have drive-through communion. That 
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was in Louisville, Kentucky. The mayor there said he would take down license plates, 

and he would fine people.  

Let me read you a quote from old Peter, since we were mentioning him. In 1 Peter 2, it 

says right here But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has 

called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  

If you're not willing to go out there and shine that marvelous light all across the United 

States of America, we go into a dark age.  

You're a royal priesthood, so why are we walking around afraid? Why are we walking 

around cowering? I mean, a royal priesthood. That means you’re cloaked in purple. You 

supposed to be walking—you got your Moxie on. You’re kind of acting like the old 

Dallas Cowboys when they had all those Super Bowl rings. You had that Texas swagger 

going on. You should not allow anyone to tell you that your church is going to be closed. 

You should stand up and say, "Not here. Not on my watch.”  

But, yet, that is exactly what is happening in United States of America.  

2 Timothy is one of my favorites. 2 Timothy 4.  

Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, 

with great patience and instruction.  

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to 

have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance 

to their own desires,  

and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. False 

narratives, false doctrines.  

But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill 

your ministry. 
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So many of us get all upset with these pastors that are standing up in the pulpit. “You 

know, we don't want to get involved. We don't want to engage.” Telling their 

congregation, "You shouldn't vote.” But you know something? Ask yourself why do they 

think that they can go out and say those things. Because we ain't getting up out of the 

pews when they start saying those things and walking out.  

If you hear false doctrine, if you hear false teaching, if you hear false narratives—you 

don't go to church because you want to look pretty. You don't want to go to church 

because there's a cool quasi-rock band playing. You're supposed to go to church to be 

emboldened. You're supposed to go to church to understand the word of God. You're 

supposed to go to church to be fired up, to go out there and get on this battlefield. And 

when you start demanding the pastors to preach the word of God, they’ll preach the word 

of God.  

You know, Pastor was talking about lions and lambs. Alexander the Great had a fantastic 

quote. He said, "I would not fear an army of lions if they were led by a lamb; but I would 

fear an army of sheep if they were led by a lion.” That's where we get that phrase “the 

roaring lambs” from.  

And if you come up, and you have a lamb preaching out to you, even though you are a 

lion, you're getting that courage drained out of you. Kind of like in the Wizard of Oz, the 

cowardly lion. Then all of a sudden he realized that his courage was within him. That's 

what we need pastors to do. And we need that mutual relationship where you are standing 

up and encouraging the pastor. That's why it talks about iron sharpens iron. We need our 

pastors to be strong and not feeding the lambs to the wolves. 

You know theme of this little evening—and I'm getting ready to get out of here so that 

you can hear a really smart guy because I ain't real smart. I used to jump out of airplanes! 

You know, I really wanted to fly helicopters. But you know they start showing those 

sticks and all the cyclics and all this stuff. You’ve got pedals and everything like that. 

You’ve got to be able to look and understand horizons and stuff. I was like, “Man, it's too 

hard!” And I went over to the other line; it was for paratroopers. Real simple. “Red 

means you stay in the airplane. Green means you can jump out.”  
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But you know something, that that's how our faith is. Our faith is real simple.  

You know, I love SEC college football. We love football, don’t we? You know, the 

basics of football? It's blocking and tackling. You can come up with all them cool high-

speed end around triple reverses or whatever, but if you don't block and tackle, you lose. 

We have to get back to the blocking and tackling of our Christian faith. That's how we 

win. Okay?  

It says here in Psalm 29—and the title of Psalm 29 is The Voice of the Lord in the Storm. 

Start at verse 3. 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 

The God of glory thunders, 

The Lord is over many waters. 

The voice of the Lord is powerful, 

The voice of the Lord is majestic. 

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 

Yes, the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 

You are the voice of the Lord.  

And when you don't come out and vote, you silence the voice of the Lord. And in this 

time, there is a storm that is brewing. And if you are not standing up and resoundingly 

stentorian voices professing the voice of the Lord, then the storm will overtake these 

great United States of America.  

But let me close with one of my favorite little quotes: “The devil whispers to the warrior, 

‘You cannot withstand the coming storm.’ But the Christian warrior, who has the voice of 

the Lord, whispers back, ‘I am that storm.’” 

[singing] Onward Christian soldiers  

Marching as to war.  

With the cross of Jesus going on before.  

Christ the royal master 
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Leads against the foe.  

Forward into battle 

See his banner go.  

Onward Christian soldiers 

Marching as to war. 

With the cross of Jesus going on before.  

God bless you.  

CS: What did I tell you? I mean, the guy can preach! We so appreciate your experience, your 

zeal, your wisdom, and your voice too. You can sing too! Love that!  

You know, Colonel West raised the issue of religious liberty and the extent to which the 

public has no real, accurate understanding of first amendment religious liberty. How 

confusing it is. I mean, thinking that there is this clause in the Constitution—you said in 

the Declaration of Independence even, separation of church and state. You can say a 

wrong thing long enough to where people just start believing it. You know, “Of course 

it's in there!”  

It's like they say a verses from Shakespeare are in the Bible, or vice versa.  

But, you know, we have a genuine expert with this this evening. You heard a short, little 

video from Mat Staver. Well, here's a genuine expert on the subject of religious liberty to 

speak to the issue of the extent to which we can, indeed, and should speak out on issues 

of public concern in the public square that the Bible speaks to very clearly, genuinely 

spiritual issues. And, so, we are looking forward to this time.  

And then following him, we're going to actually take a short, little five-minute break so 

we can rearrange the platform here, and we'll have something of a panel discussion with a 

Q&A session that I'll moderate for us. And, so, we'll hear a little bit more from all of our 

speakers.  

So here we have a Jeremy Dice. We originally were going to hear from Mike Berry, 

who's a general counselor for First Liberty Institute, which is the largest First 
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Amendment religious liberty organization that's exclusively devoted to defending 

religious liberty. And, so, it’s the largest one in America. It's headed up by Kelly 

Shackelford. We had a speaker assigned to us, and, yet, he got called to Washington D.C. 

to be involved in some of the decisions relating to the choice of a new a Supreme Court 

justice; and so he's there.  

And in his place—this is no step down, by the way. We're really joyous to have Jeremy 

with us. And, so, he's going to speak to us on the subject of religious liberties.  

So Jeremy, why don’t you come and share with us?  

JD: Well, it's good to be with each of you this evening, and thanks for having me. I send 

greetings from Kelly Shackelford. I think you know Kelly. He's my boss. I was with him 

earlier today, and he wanted me to make sure I told you how much he appreciates Denton 

Bible Church and Tommy Nelson in particular. So, thank you for having First Liberty 

Institute here.  

If you were hoping to have Mike Berry here, I'm sorry to play second fiddle to Mike. If 

you don't know who Mike Berry is, that's all right. He has the same haircut I have, a little 

shorter than I am. He's a Marine Corps reserve officer right now. But, I mean, it's no 

comparison when it comes to looks. It's what you get right here is what you're going to 

get stuck with I'm afraid.  

But I told the group earlier this evening it is really difficult to follow a pastor like Tommy 

Nelson, and then you throw in there a paratrooper like Colonel Allen West. Now we're 

going to go with the law school after you've been to church and basic training.  

Did I mention, by the way, that lawyers bill by the hour? So just tuck in here. We should 

be out of here just to hair before midnight just to make sure we get your money’s worth.  

Yeah, Mike was called away, by the way. And I know one of the burning questions on 

your mind might just be this issue of Ruth Bader Ginsburg dying and the vacancy that 

then now leaves on the Supreme Court of the United States. And I'm as eager as you are 

to find out what's going to happen next.  
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I'm glad to tell you that First Liberty Institute has been amongst a small handful of 

organizations that have had the opportunity, really the privilege, to speak to some of this 

process a little bit. I don't want to and I can't go into too many details about what that 

looks like.  

But here's what—we just acted like lawyers is really what it amounts to. We said, "You 

know, if there are going to be judges that are going to sit on the bench, whether that is the 

Supreme Court of the United States or the eastern district of Texas, maybe we ought to 

look to see what they've done in their record.”  

And, so, what we've done, as we've had opportunity to provide the information to those 

who would want to have it, we said, "Well, here are the cases that they've written. Here 

are the pro bono hours that they gave as attorneys when they were in private practice. 

Here's what we believe their commitments are, and what they may or may not be.”  

And, so, as we have opportunity, again, we acted like lawyers, and we provided 

information that you may want to have as you're trying to make a wise decision. That's 

what Mike is doing right now in Washington D.C.  

And why is that so important? Well, you know it sort of intuitively, I think. The Supreme 

Court of the United States has become a very important institution in our country today, 

and part of the reason for that is what we've seen just in the recent years here. How many 

5-4 decisions have come up one way or another? It's amazing to think about how many of 

the precious freedoms you and I possess could disappear with one vote. And that's why 

this seat is going to be particularly important for us to fill and to fill the correct way.  

Well, look, what I want to do is start off here this evening by just reminding you of the 

importance of being a faithful steward of the vote that has been entrusted to your care. 

That is a special privilege that comes to you by a birthright in this country, by citizenship 

in this country. You have a very special freedom, as you heard Dr. Mohler earlier explain 

to you that individuals throughout history have wanted to have and have not had.  

What a precious privilege you have as the kings and queens of this country. You've 

thought about that before, that you don't work for them; they work for you. Our 
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President, our elected officials, those who run for office, they are in a very real sense 

every two to four to six years coming back for another job interview to say, "Hey, how 

have I done? Can I go back and do the job some more?”  

This is a very important privilege that you have to exercise, and you must exercise it well.  

What I want to talk about and drill down into, however, is where I'm afraid—well, you 

said I was an expert, and that was very kind of you to suggest. Being an expert these days 

pretty much means you spend a whole lot of money to go to law school and learn a lot of 

things that you never apply to in any part of your life, but you've concentrated on one 

thing that you might I understand fairly well; and, therefore, you're an expert in that 

thing. And I think so. I have the privilege of working on religious liberty.  

You know, when I was in the eighth grade, I wanted it to be an attorney to defend 

religious liberty. I had a special privilege of growing up underneath the tutelage of very 

fine Christian parents, and they had the good foresight to identify a couple of things here: 

number one, that worldview is of vital importance in my life, that the Christian 

worldview in particular was something that they were going to drill into me with absolute 

rigorous discipline, and they did. And I'm so grateful for that.  

The other thing that they recognized, and I think the thing that really sent me on a path to 

becoming an attorney, as my mother would put it, “You're never going to win an 

argument in this household with me.” I said, "Well, that won’t stop me from trying.”  

But, you know, the years that I spent in arguing, not just being an ornery teenager, but 

sitting around the dinner table with mom and dad, as we discussed the issues of the day, 

and what that meant according to our worldview. What it meant to what we believed on 

Sunday. It translated from Sunday morning to Sunday night to Monday during our school 

day. (I went to Christian schools growing up.)  

And then as we came home as a family to the dinner table in the evening, we applied 

what we had already learned through the world around us, and we understood these 

things. And, so, now, as an adult, I have the privilege of doing what I wanted to do when 
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I was a kid. I am what I wanted to be when I grew up. And that's a special privilege that I 

have.  

First Liberty Institute, if you're not familiar with us, I'd urge you to go to firstliberty.org 

sometime, not right now, Colonel West. You can do it later. But I'd like you to go to 

firstliberty.org and learn a little bit more about what First Liberty does.  

And in a snippet, all we do is defend religious liberty for all Americans, whether that 

takes you into the houses of worship in this country, into the armed forces, into our 

school houses, or anywhere in the public square, you have the right, the freedom, and the 

privilege of being able to exercise your faith; and we want to make sure that you have 

that maintained into the future, not just for your generation but for the ones behind it.  

And, so, in order to more fully set that in your mind, I want to go through something that 

I call the Champions of Religious Liberty talk. I've chosen this for a reason because I 

think as we look around us today you'll agree with me, I hope, that religious liberty has 

become something of a negative term. And I don't understand exactly why that is, but as 

we look at media reports about religious liberty, we see religious liberty reported as if it's 

some sort of sinister project fashioned in the back room somewhere, designed to actually 

restrict freedom rather than preserve and promote and defend it.  

The media, if they even acknowledge the topic, they want to undermine what our 

Founders called “our first freedom.” You heard Colonel West refer to it as our freedom to 

worship. Well, that's something very much smaller than what the free exercise of religion 

actually entails for us as a country.  

If those who do hold to an understanding of religious liberty, if they go outside the four 

walls of their home, they're often mocked. Their motives are questioned, and if they 

persistent in maintaining this idea that religious liberty is something special and ought to 

be pursued, they're labeled as bigots, and they're dismissed from polite society. You've 

seen it more than once.  
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Religious liberty today is in desperate need of a champion. It needs a champion because 

those who once perpetrated the myth of the so-called separation of church and state now 

they oppose the state's recognition of the church at all.  

Strict church-state separationists demand that the government award no contracts to 

religious organizations who are as qualified as secular organizations to do business with 

the government, something that this President decided we're going to do differently.  

They’ve then questioned the legitimacy of a religious conscience that would ask the 

government not to force them to provide medications that cause abortion as a part of their 

health insurance plan, even if those individuals are celibate nuns; something, again, this 

administration has done well to reverse.  

They will also decry citizens, chaplains, or even lawmakers who would dare to offer a 

prayer before a public meeting. They hate the sight of religious symbols on public 

property, and, so, they call for them to be hidden or even destroyed all together. And they 

reject even the national motto “In God we trust,” and they criticize its publication school 

walls, on the flags of states like the state of Georgia, or, surprisingly, even on your 

money; although, they'll take plenty of it.  

Religious liberty today, I think, needs a champion.  

Thankfully, because of the work I get to do, I know a lot of champions. I know a lot of 

champions of religious liberty. What I want to do tonight is walk you through just a few 

stories of who these champions of religious liberty are.  

I wish I could take you into the kitchens and the living rooms and the studies, the pastors’ 

studies, around the country that I've sat in and looked eye to eye with people who didn't 

know they were called upon to be a champion of religious liberty. And yet when the call 

came to them, they answered the call as if their entire life had been red dot, stop, don't 

jump out of the plane. And when the opportunity came to them, it turned green, and they 

jumped straight into battle.  
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The answer to this pivotal question about who the champions of religious liberty are, the 

real answer to that question is something I'm going to reveal and talk to you more about 

at the end. That answer is going to determine the future of religious liberty in this 

country.  

Now, the first champion of religious liberty I’d like introduce you to is Mackenzie 

Frazier. Mackenzie was a pastor's daughter outside of Las Vegas, Nevada. She had a 

school PowerPoint presentation. I believe she was in the sixth grade if I remember 

correctly, at the time. Mackenzie's PowerPoint presentation, learning how to use that 

wonderful medium that has put many people to sleep in meetings across the country. She 

was she was determined to learn that through her class, and they had to use PowerPoint to 

do a presentation called “All About Me.”  

And, so, they would tell them about favorite quotes that they had, and how old they were; 

and I don't know what else they put on there, but there were all these slides. And one of 

those things was going to be this this quote that I mentioned. And in the middle of it all, 

the teacher said, "You cannot quote from the Bible or the book of Mormon, but you can 

put any other quote you want to put on that page.”  

Well, you know, a couple of weeks before that happened, she was also in another class 

where they were having to write about self-image, and her dad, being a great dad as he 

was, said, "You know, honey, why don't you talk about finding your self--worth, your 

value, in being made in the image of God.”  

And McKenzie hemmed and hawed about that because she had had this experience in this 

PowerPoint class where they said that that was wrong. And so she said to her dad, "Dad, I 

don't think I can actually talk about finding my self-worth by being made in the image of 

God because my teacher said I can't quote from the Bible on my PowerPoint presentation. 

That would be wrong. So, Dad, I think it’s not just wrong; it might be illegal. I could get 

in trouble if I write about finding my self-worth being in the image of God.”  

Now just think of that process for a second. Put yourself back in that awkward twelve-

year-old stage of your life, and having to think that if I write a school assignment, not 
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only could I get an F, I could face a penalty like jail or a ticket or some sort of thing like 

that, that I would be in such trouble that I would not just get a bad grade, I could be put 

out of society. That's a terrible position for any 12-year-old young lady to find herself in.  

Well, I'll tell you this, Mackenzie actually got ahold of us. I went to her house. I was 

literally attacked by her dog, which put his paws right here on my chest as I walked in the 

front door, huge bear of a dog. We had a good time because I sent a letter on behalf of 

Mackenzie to the school district, and in about 24 or 48 hours or so, they decided to 

change that policy. McKenzie was able to resubmit her PowerPoint presentation, this 

time with her favorite Bible verse from John 3:16 as a slide on there. And not only did 

she resubmit it, she got an A for the assignment itself.  

McKenzie is a champion of religious liberty, and here's why. She was presented with a 

choice: changing the quote from her favorite Bible verse to one from Dr. Seuss or 

something like that would have been a very simple compromise. No one would have 

questioned her. No one would have been upset. McKenzie would have grown up to be the 

fine young woman that she is today, but the road to subjugation begins with a million 

compromises. Wink at the restriction and the dividing line moves just a little further; a 

little at first, but soon enough, simple compromises turn into restraints and fetters that 

bind us against freedom.  

McKenzie is a champion of religious freedom because she said, "No, I can do that, and 

you can't stop me.” McKenzie is a champion of religious freedom.  

Melissa Klein and her husband Aaron would, I think, actually be upset that I called them 

champions of religious liberty. They'd be the first ones to tell you just how ordinary they 

are. Aaron and Melissa Klein live outside of Portland, Oregon, and Melissa really likes to 

make things that are pretty. She enjoys being creative with the talents that God has 

blessed her with.  

Aaron, for his part, appreciates the freedom of self-employment, the ability to provide for 

his family. And together they opened up Sweet Cakes by Melissa, a custom wedding cake 

business outside of Portland, Oregon.  
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While Melissa would create the custom wedding cakes, and she would teach her daughter 

the trade of how to put the flour and sugar and, I hope, a lot more sugar, and a little bit of 

flour, and more sugar into the cake and make the cake with a little bit of sugar in it, I 

hope. So they would teach that that trade. And, so, her daughter would be having that 

skill as well.  

And, then, Aaron, for his part, would operate the front of the house, teaching his sons the 

principles of how to run a business. And this is how they were going to employ their 

lives. In fact, that was the American story, right? Let’s have our own business. We have a 

dream; we're good at something. Let's see if we can market it, and they did so, and they 

were successful.  

But you know how the story goes at this point, don't you? A couple whom Aaron and 

Melissa had previously served for their mothers’ second wedding walked in and 

requested a cake. And when Aaron understood that the cake was not for their mother or 

from for some other wedding, but for a same sex couple, themselves, he politely declined 

their business and referred them to several others that would be able to make that cake for 

them.  

Well soon after that Aaron and Melissa are charged with discrimination. They're 

penalized—get this—$135,000—for emotional damages that they inflicted upon this 

couple, and they're forced out of business.  

Now I don't know about you, but I don't have under my mattress, $135,000 to be able to 

pay out that kind of have a penalty. The commissioner of the Oregon Bureau of Labor 

and Industries, which I think is hilariously acronymized into BOLI, the Bureau of Labor 

and Industry, BOLI, they noted that his goal in evaluating this complaint against Aaron 

and Melissa was too “rehabilitate them.” To rehabilitate them.  

The reality is only the guilty need rehabilitation, but they had not yet been declared by a 

court of law to even be guilty, and yet he sensed the need to think that they needed to be 

rehabilitated.  
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Soon after this happened, while the litigation was ongoing with Aaron and Melissa, you'll 

recall Jack Phillips’ case that of Masterpiece Cake Shop out of Colorado. That went to 

the Supreme Court of the United States where the justices there decided by a very slim 

margin—I might add—that government officials cannot be hostile to religious beliefs 

with which they may disagree.  

Well, it's hard for me to see any other way that a $135,000 penalty for emotional 

damages as anything but hostile toward Aaron and Melissa's religious beliefs.  

I think Aaron and Melissa are champions for religious liberty. They would have gladly 

avoided the notoriety of their situation, the vandalism of their property, the threats against 

their lives and the lives of their children by just being quiet. If you could have read some 

of the things I've read and the comments that I've read about—just despicable things that 

human beings wish would happen to their children, your hair would stand on end or look 

like mine. They could have gotten away without any of that. No one would have 

questioned that if they had just baked the cake, all this goes away. It takes a special kind 

of courage to look at the oncoming cultural tsunami and stand your ground.  

They're champions of religious liberty because they know that this is about more than a 

cake and a family in the woods of Oregon. They know that liberty itself is on the line, and 

that is why, now, almost six years after this happened, they're still in litigation trying to 

figure out if they're going to have that freedom of religion and whether or not your free 

exercise of religion is, likewise, going to be protected.  

Aaron and Melissa Klein are champions of religious liberty just like Mackenzie Frazier.  

So is Mary Ann LaQuay. And Marianne LaQuay joins a group of the Veterans of the 

American Legion, and they know a thing or two about being champions of religious 

liberty. But to better appreciate why Mary Ann is such a champion of religious liberty 

along with these Veterans of the American Legion, I need to take you all the way back 

1919 and introduce you to William Redmond and his mother Martha.  

You see, William was a Navy man. He died in the last few months of World War I in 

France. His mother, Martha, and the mothers of other young men from the town that 
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William grew up in in Bladensburg, Maryland, they would never be able to go across the 

ocean to see the graves of their sons. Now think about that. This was a time when you 

couldn't just hop on the nearest jetliner and go across the Atlantic Ocean. It was a very 

real possibility and a likelihood that they would never be able to visit the gravestones of 

their children buried in Flanders Fields and other places throughout mainland Europe.  

But those mothers understood that they would forget, that we would forget, things that we 

don't see. And, so, these mothers worked together.  

Martha Redmond was the one that started this whole process. They embarked upon a plan 

to erect a Memorial to their sons, 49 sons, from Prince George's County Maryland, right 

outside of Washington D.C. They were going to memorialize these young men from that 

county who died in World War 1.  

They chose a universal image of service and sacrifice that that happened to also grace the 

gravestone of their sons and, unfortunately, thousands of other sons that died in World 

War 1 from these United States. They chose a cross. And not just any cross. They chose a 

Celtic cross. You know, the one that has the circle in the center. That was to be the image 

of service and sacrifice that was universally accepted right at that time, and that was 

going to be the 40-foot monument that would bear the names of their sons for perpetuity, 

for you and me to remember who they were. That's what they chose to erect right there in 

Bladensburg, Maryland.  

Men that would be on that would not only be William and others, but men like John 

Henry Seaburn, an African American soldier who fought and died under French 

command in a segregated unit because the U.S. Army would not allow him to fight 

alongside white soldiers.  

Men like Henry Hulbert who born in the United Kingdom but came to the United States 

and became a United States marine, and received the medal of honor for fighting in the 

late 1800s. He had to reenlist to be able to go back into the action of World War I and, 

ultimately, succumbed to his injuries after General Pershing himself awarded him another 

metal on the battlefield in World War I.  
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These are the kinds of men that were on the memorial there. Things slowed a bit for this 

memorial, though, in the early 1920s. Martha Redmond became ill, so the returning 

veterans from Europe, coming back to the United States, formed the American Legion 

out of World War 1, and they took up the challenge. And by 1925, they erected this 

Bladensburg World War 1 Veterans’ Memorial, and there it stood.  

First it was put on American Legion property, and then a highway median. When the 

road had to be expanded, they built the road around the memorial because they couldn't 

take down this memorial. They decided, instead, to build this extremely awkward 

intersection and leave it there so that we would always remember the 40 or so men that 

died in World War 1 from Prince George's County, Maryland. They surrounded that area 

with more memorials to the war of 1812, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, and even a 

monument to 9/11 as well. There’s a memorial park in that area now.  

Well, then, almost a seven or eight years ago now, for the first time and around 90 years 

or, someone became offended. This person who became offended did what a lot of 

Americans do when they become offended with something. They made a federal case out 

of it. They filed a lawsuit. They filed this lawsuit to have it removed, or as a judge for the 

Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, when we were arguing this case in the Fourth Circuit, 

suggested that they could either remove the monument entirely or you could just simply 

take the horizontal arms off of it and turn it into an obelisk.  

And the attorney that was arguing for this case responded to that question saying, "Your 

Honor, I don't think we've contemplated desecrating the veterans’ memorial as a way to 

solve this problem.” I don't think I would have had that courage in court, but this man 

did. I'm glad he did.  

The Legion refused to desecrate this gravestone, as Martha Redmond had called it. We 

intervened on behalf of the American Legion and took that case all the way to the 

Supreme Court of the United States. And just a couple of years ago, in a 7-2 decision, the 

Court declared that that memorial was in keeping with the best of our American traditions 

that welcomed religious symbols in public.  
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That's where Mary Ann LaQuay comes back in to this discussion, along with the 

Veterans of the American Legion. You see Mary Anne's uncle died and is listed on that 

memorial as well. When we went to the Supreme Court to argue in defense of her uncle's 

gravestone, as she called it, Mary came to those steps of the Supreme Court with us. And 

she stood at a podium, not unlike this one in front of you, and was surrounded by the 

Veterans of the American Legion and her army of attorneys who had defended her uncle's 

gravestone there in Maryland. And they surrounded her as she stood there. And with tears 

in her eyes, thanked them, not only for their service but for the freedoms that we possess 

and for being willing to defend her uncle's gravestone.  

Justice Samuel Alito—if you'll permit me to quote some law. You know, you have to do 

this; and you're contractually obligated to read case law when you go to do speaking 

engagements as an attorney. But this is interesting, so this is good, right? Justice Samuel 

Alito wrote the majority opinion in this case, the American Legion versus the AHA. He 

explained that “The memorial represents what the relatives, friends, and neighbors of the 

fallen soldiers felt at the time and how they chose to express their sentiments; and the 

monument has acquired additional layers of historical meaning in subsequent years. The 

cross now stands among the memorials to veterans of later wars. It has become a part of 

the community."  

And if the solution soon as to desecrate that memorial or to tear it down, that's not the 

solution at all. Not for Justice Alito. He wrote, "A government that roams the land tearing 

down monuments with the religious symbolism and scrubbing away any reference to the 

Divine will strike many as aggressively hostile to religion. And that,” he says, “the 

Constitution will not permit.”  

So instead of the default now being that religious symbols on public property are 

unconstitutional, as was the standard before this case, now Justice Alito’s majority 

opinion concluded “Religiously expressive monuments, symbols, and practices give rise 

to a strong presumption of constitutionality.”  

Where before they were questioned, and you probably had to scrub them or take them 

down or knock them over; today, these symbols of religion that appear in our public 



 40 

square bear a presumption of constitutionality. It's up to them to prove that they are 

unconstitutional. We're going to assume and presume that they are actually constitutional 

and should remain standing.  

The fact that the memorial is an explicitly religious symbol is of no concern to Justice 

Alito. Listen to how he concludes, in very poignant language, his opinion. “The cross is 

undoubtedly a Christian symbol.” Can I get an amen to that? “The cross is undoubtedly a 

Christian symbol,” he says, “but the fact should not blind us to everything else that the 

Bladensburg cross has come to represent. For some, that monument is a symbolic resting 

place for ancestors who never returned home. For others, it is a place for the community 

to gather and honor all veterans and their sacrifices for our nation. For others still, it is a 

historical landmark. For many of these people, destroying or defacing the cross that has 

stood undisturbed for nearly a century would not be neutral and would not further the 

ideals of respect and tolerance embodied in the first amendment. For all these reasons, the 

cross does not offend the Constitution.”  

Martha Redmond, the American Legion veterans, Mary Ann LaQuay, Mackenzie Frazier, 

and Aaron and Melissa Klein, they are champions of religious liberty. But perhaps we 

need to return to that question I started off with and I wanted to save to end with. Who 

are the champions of religious liberty?  

Look, it's easy to point to these individuals. They're in the midst of it already, or they've 

gone through their battles, and we can we can see them come out as heroes on the other 

side. You can say that First Liberty Institute is a champion of religious liberty, and maybe 

you're right about that. You'd be right to point to people like Tommy Nelson and the 

members of this body as champions of religious liberty like pastors that are spread 

throughout this room are champions of religious liberty, and you would be right, and they 

would be deserving of that title as well.  

But there is answer that is closer to home than all of these together. Who are the 

champions of religious liberty? Well, it's very, very simple. You and I are the champions 

of religious liberty.  
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Ronald Reagan once remarked that freedom is not something we pass on through the 

bloodstream. It requires that you and I pass that torch of liberty on to the next generation. 

One need not storm the beaches of Normandy, though some will be called to do so. They 

don't need to sue their local school district or spend hours and hours lobbying lawmakers 

in order to be a champion of religious liberty, although there are going to be many who 

are called to that purpose as well. You don't need to be all those things.  

And while champions of religious liberty do all of these things, it is in the most ordinary 

things that liberty is advanced. And that's the genius of our founding fathers. They knew 

that was the case. It was in the ordinary things, not in the extraordinary things that made 

our country great and the idea of liberty as something to be pursued.  

When mom and dad sit at the dinner table with their kids and tell them what religious 

liberty is, there are two champions of religious liberty is sitting right there, and there are a 

bunch more being trained. When pastors stand in in this sacred desk, and they explain the 

theological foundations for liberty itself and then labor one on one to shepherd their 

congregation explaining the importance of that liberty, not only for Sunday morning and 

the freedom to sit in these chairs to listen to these words but then to throughout the week 

explain how it applies in your life, that pastor is a champion of religious liberty.  

When the talk around the water cooler turns to the news of the day, and the office 

manager can articulate the importance of respecting religion even at work to those that 

are around her, she's a champion of religious liberty.  

You may never run for office, although I hope you will consider it at some point. You 

may never run for office. You may never be one of my clients, although we'll have a lot 

of fun if you are. You may never have the chance to sit on the Supreme Court, and I 

doubt I ever will. But, look, you can be a champion of religious liberty. And here's the 

thing: I need you to be a champion of religious liberty. Colonel West needs you to be a 

champion of religious liberty. Tommy Nelson needs you to be a champion of religious 

liberty. Everybody needs each other to be a champion of religious liberty.  
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So the challenge I want to leave you with here this evening—and in order for us to 

maintain this liberty, in order for us to maintain this experiment in democracy that has 

now survived 200+ years in this country, and we pray we'll survive maybe four more—

the challenge I want to leave you with today is to think back at Mary Ann LaQuay and 

Mackenzie Frazier. Mackenzie was 12 or 13. Mary Ann LaQuay was 82 years old when 

it came her turn to defend religious liberty.  

At 82 and 13, these two women did not sit on the sidelines. They didn't let teenage 

timidity rule them or let the effects of old age slow them down. They took up the banner 

of liberty, and they proclaimed the importance of religious liberty, in particular, wherever 

they were given the opportunity. And that's my message to you.  

I don't know where God has placed you in this universe. I don't know how many children 

and grandchildren whose lives you have the privilege of speaking into. I don't know 

where you are called in terms of voting or serving or holding elected officials 

accountable. I don't know what layers of influence you have in this world. Perhaps you 

can call Governor Abbot directly on the phone; I can't, but maybe you can. Maybe you 

can simply work to knock on a door for that person who's going to preserve religious 

liberty in life and all the other things that are of vital importance to you and to your faith. 

I don't know what level of influence you have been given, but let me tell you this and let 

me give you this challenge, and I'm going to walk off the stage and let it sit heavy upon 

you: if Mary Ann LaQuay at 82 years old and Mackenzie Frazier at the age of 13, if they 

can be champions of religious liberty, then what's our problem? What's our excuse? Go 

be a champion of religious liberty.  

CS: We're going to have a short Q&A. This is going to be a really valuable time for us to ask 

some of these pointed questions to each of our panelists. We’re not going to go too long 

here, but enough to give our speakers a chance to speak more pointedly to some of the 

issues that they've already raised.  

We have indicated that it's so critical that churches encourage our people to vote. What 

we've done here at our church is have some voter’s registration tables.  
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The other thing that I thought we'd do—I know that we have a number of elected officials 

here. Especially for local elections. I think, many times, we think about the top of the 

ticket as so especially critical, and it is; but, you know, many times our daily life is more 

significantly and dramatically affected by what happens at a local level. And, so, do we 

have any individuals here that are running for a local office? Like, we're talking about 

city, county or something like that?  

Okay. We've got a couple of them here. Katie Finley running for District Two. And that's 

a city council office.  

And then Jim Mann running for Place Six, which is an at large position.  

All right Commissioner Bobbie Mitchell running for County Commissioner.  

Any people running for a state office? A state level office? Okay District 64, so a state 

office. Excellent. Ben Stuckey.  

Now we are happy to acknowledge that you guys are indeed ministers of God for good. 

That's how the Bible describes a civic leader. And, so, we pray for you guys often, and 

we really appreciate you just stepping up, like the speakers have said, to have the 

courage, the initiative, to really make a difference on a school board, a county 

commission, city council. I mean a lot of critical issues happen there. So thank you for 

that.  

[Speaking to the panel] Can you kind of boil it down to a couple of really critical reasons 

why everyone here needs to step up, just like you said, to really get the courage, get the 

motivation—what is it that's lacking?  

I think, Colonel West, earlier in the evening you said that about half of Christians who 

register, about half of them vote. I mean it's a small number. Why? Why is that? We'll 

hear from each of you.  

AW: Well, I think, for whatever reason, you have a lot of Christians that believe they can’t 

have an impact. You have a lot of Christians that will say, “You know, I'm just waiting 

for the Lord to come back, and that's it. And, so, that's what I'm doing.” Well, you may be 
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waiting for the Lord to come back in the catacombs, okay? Instead of being able to come 

out here and participate and worship and not be defined and prescribed where you can.  

So secular humanism is a huge threat. And I don't understand how socialism, 

communism, Marxism could ever take root in a country such as United States of America 

which is blessed by God.  

CS: Jeremy, you had mentioned a bunch of cases that were decided—some of them really 

decided favorably. I wonder, is discouragement one of the reasons why people don't 

vote? I mean, they just can't handle the bad news?  

JD: Yeah. Look, I think we get worn down by the media today, don't we? If it bleeds it leads, 

right? The bad news is always reported. You hear about us in the media when we sue 

somebody, but you don't often hear about it when we resolve a case, right? We've have to 

go all the way to the Supreme Court before they want to cover the victory all over again. 

It becomes difficult.  

And, honestly, some of my first thoughts when I saw you nice people standing up to run 

for office were, well, I guess it's fewer people I get to sue. I ended up suing a lot of city 

councils and school boards and things like that. But that's because there aren't good 

people like you on these county commissions and city councils and whatnot.  

School boards—you mentioned it earlier in our thing before now. Boy, I tell you, there's 

a whole lot of good you can do on—probably the strongest position in America is on your 

local school board. You can make a tremendous impact for some incredibly important 

things for generations to come. That's why the left has done so well and been so 

intentional about taking over those positions because they know how critical those are as 

building blocks for society.  

But why don't we go out and do it? Well, we're lazy. We have these freedoms that we 

have. We have these luxuries that we have, and being able to vote, and so we take them 

for granted, and we don't move forward.  

Look, in a past life, before I was doing litigation all the time, I was a bit of a community 

organizer and lobbyist. And one of the things I used to say to folks is that there's a lot of 
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talk about stewardship when it comes to dollars and cents, your money. And you know 

how to steward your dollars and cents fairly well, I would hope. Why don't we talk about 

stewardship when it comes to the rights that have been entrusted to us by God himself?  

Because you understand, right, that these rights to vote and these privileges that we have 

under the Constitution—government didn't give us those. You understand that, right? 

Those were those were given to us by God. And so you are going to be held accountable 

to how you use them. So if you're burying them in the ground, there's a story about that 

that you may want to consult that doesn't work out very well in the end. You're supposed 

to bring those back 10 and 20 fold. That's when you get the “Well done thou good and 

faithful servant.” And not the guy who goes and digs a ditch. His privilege is given to the 

other guy.  

So go be a good steward of the things that have been entrusted to your care.  

TN: You know one of the sacrifices in Israel was called a trespass offering or a guilt offering. 

And that's when you violated, not merely moral law, but you violated civil law or against 

the Lord's holy things in your tithes. And you offered a trespass offering if you refuse to 

testify in a case. If you knew what the truth was and you went silent, then you were held 

guilty. You had to speak.  

And that's why you see in Proverbs 24, Solomon—a king writing to his subjects—and he 

said if you are faint in the day of distress, your strength is limited. That when it gets 

tough out there, if you get scared and fear makes you go silent, your fear makes you 

weak.  

You know if you played football, you had guys that looked like Tarzan but played like 

Jane; you know what I'm saying? They were all built up, but when it came time, when the 

lights came on, they chickened out.  

And, so, Solomon says you have to be tough when times are tough. And the next verse 

says, 
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Deliver those who are being led away to death. 

And those who are staggering to slaughter,  

Oh hold them back.  

If you say, "We did not know this” meaning you claimed ignorance.  

Does He not consider it who weighs the hearts?  

And does He not know it who keeps your soul? 

God knows that you know when evil is being done, and you have a responsibility to step 

up. And when you don't, you are held guilty. And, so, I think that's why we have to 

speak.  

And Solomon knows that in a country where people go silent—it’s kind of like when we 

liberated the Nazi death camps, Eisenhower made the German citizens come out of their 

homes and gather the bodies together because he said, "You were responsible. You saw 

what was happening.”  

He said this was the only time in his life he was ashamed of his last name, Eisenhower, a 

German. He said, "You should've spoken, and you didn't.”  

And, so, would you all agree that it's a day of distress? You have to step up. This is when 

you have to play.  

CS: You know, it looks like everything's going the wrong direction. Or, am I a pessimist? I 

mean, I guess I raised the question of hope. Is there any hope? You look at the legal 

arena, and so many bad decisions, really, from the highest court to local officials. I mean, 

for crying out loud, the Obergefell decision to mandate the redefinition of marriage after 

2000 years. I mean the political process where so many political issues are being resolved 

in the wrong direction or even in the religious sector by individuals that really have 

almost no understanding of the genuinely spiritual nature of some of these decisions like 

sexuality and marriage. I mean, give us some hope from each of these three perspectives: 

from the law, from politics, from the church. Maybe just like that, in that order.  

JD: Look, I'm an everlasting optimist, right? So, I'm always going to see the glass half full 

because there's always something to chase and to go do, right?  
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Number one, at First Liberty Institute, we're winning. I just want to make that very clear. 

We've got a lot of cases of going on out there, but we win 9 out of every 10 cases that we 

get involved with.  

Now, let me be a pessimist though, real quick, and say this: We lose every single case 

that we don't get involved with, right? The cases that we get involved with, we're so 

stinking competitive in our firm, that we can't not win. We can't take a loss. We have to 

go win that thing, you know? We can’t not do that.  

But the things that keep me up at night are the kids who didn't know they had the right to 

be able to reference their faith at school and censored themselves. It's the business owners 

that decided to shut down rather than the challenge that overreach by government. And 

the chaplain who decided to say “amen” instead of “in Jesus’ name, amen.” Even though 

he could say “in Jesus’ name, amen.” Or the city council that decided that we're not going 

to pray at the beginning of our meetings even though we've done that since before we 

were even a country, and knowing that that is perfectly permissible to do, but they've 

decided to stop that process. And a little bit of our freedom just goes and dies away.  

That kind of thing distresses me immensely. But I get excited because there are people 

who are willing to challenge these things, and there's a growing body of attorneys like 

First Liberty Institute, and I guess some of our competitors are out there too, doing great 

things that are preserving religious liberty and great conservative issues around this 

country as well.  

And on top of that, we've got judges now that are being appointed to federal benches for 

lifetime appointments that understand how to think through the Constitution, not as a 

living document, but as something that has actual meaning, like words mean something 

and meant something when they were written, not what we want to read into them today.  

And, so, we've had literally hundreds of judges throughout the country appointed and 

nominated and confirmed during these last three-and-a-little-bit-more years by President 

Trump. We've had two Supreme Court justices, and those two are really, really important. 

If you think about how many cases went 5-4 throughout the last couple of years. The 
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Masterpiece case, 5-4. One vote goes the other direction, and it's perfectly permissible to 

shut down Christian-owned businesses, religiously-owned businesses, throughout this 

country for abiding by their faith at work.  

President Trump's going to get a third shot at this. This week he's going to announce 

another nomination to the Supreme Court of the United States. And I suspect that—you 

think 2020 has been a little bit dull? Well, we have some drama coming our way in the 

next couple of weeks.  

I'm sorry. I keep on talking so much. I got excited about it.  

AW: That’s okay; you’re a lawyer.  

JD: Yeah I'm still on the clock, right?  

AW: Yeah, yeah. Till midnight you said. 

JD: These last couple of months as we've been through seven months of 14-days-to-slow-the-

spread have been remarkable. We've had challenge after challenge to the religious liberty 

of Americans. We've lived—and by the way, survived—the vision of the left's freedom to 

worship. Stay in your home. Don't take your religion outside. Certainly don't take your 

faith into work because you're going to infect everybody around you. Instead, watch your 

church in a virtual environment at home on a screen. But, certainly, don't interact with 

anybody. That's the freedom to worship. That's not the free exercise of religion.  

And what I'm seeing around the country today, based upon not just the clients that we've 

been representing these last seven months, but those who have said, "I'm sick and tired of 

it! I'm not going to take it anymore!” are the ones that I see saying, "This is what I want. 

You, Gavin Newsom, you, Governor Pritzker, you, Mayor de Blasio, you don't have the 

right to say that I cannot exercise my faith. God gave me that. You did not. I'm not going 

to put up with it anymore!”  

AW: Look, I will tell you that I don't look to politicians to restore America because politicians 

are people who are going to tell you what they think you want to hear and not what you 

need to hear.  
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My favorite American military figure is a simple man. He was a professor of rhetoric 

from Bowdoin College, Maine. His name was Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain. He was not 

a trained military man; but, yet, he volunteered to go and serve during the Civil War. 

And, of course, since he was an educated man, he was given the rank of lieutenant 

colonel and put in charge of a regiment. And that regiment ended up, after the battle of 

Fredericksburg, being at a place called Little Round Top at Gettysburg.  

And if you understand that he was placed at the end of the line of the fish hook—if he 

had surrendered, if he had retreated, the entire army of the Potomac, 90,000 men would 

have been captured, and Lee's army of Northern Virginia would then have marched on 

Washington D.C. and taken Washington D.C. and brought the end of the Civil War on 

the side of the Confederacy.  

On that hot July day, July the second of 1863, John Bell Hood had the division that was 

in charge of taking the Devil's Den and then taking that small, little round hill. And 

there's stood Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, an ordinary man that was called to do an 

extraordinary thing.  

Casualties mounted. They ran out of ammunition. Chamberlain himself was shot in the 

thigh, and the Confederacy kept coming. Chamberlain gave a one-word order that had 

never been shouted in the Union army to that time. He said, "Bayonets.”  

They charged down the hill at Little Round Top and so surprised and shocked the 20th 

Alabama regiment that they routed them and drove them from the battlefield.  

Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, a professor of rhetoric from Bowdoin College, Maine, did 

not just save the day the second day of Gettysburg; he saved the army of the Potomac. He 

saved the Battle of Gettysburg, and he preserved this union.  

He went on to receive the Congressional Medal of Honor, and he served as the person 

that was in charge of the honor guard at Appomattox Courthouse when General Lee 

surrendered. And he went on to become a two-term governor of the great state of Maine. 

That's the history and the story of America that when we finally understand and realize 
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that we have only one course of action and that's to fix the bayonets and charge, that's 

what we do.  

As Admiral Yamamoto said after they had successfully bombed Pearl Harbor, he said, "I 

fear that we have awakened a sleeping giant.”  

The body of Christ is the sleeping giant that must awake, and I believe that you are on 

that little round top, and even though you believe that the casualties are mounting and 

that you are running out of ammunition, the God that we serve is greater than any enemy 

that is out there, so you must charge! 

TN: Let me say, as has been said, politics is not going to return us back to God. The only 

thing that's going to return us back to God is a recognition that we're not where we ought 

to be. It's why Elijah called down on himself an airstrike.  

We have guys who got the Congressional Medal of Honor by calling in airstrikes on 

themselves because they were surrounded by the enemy; and Elijah said, "Without my 

word, there will be no rainfall for three-and-a-half years.” I mean that's West Texas right 

there, all right? No rain for three-and-a-half years because the gods of the Canaanites 

were fertility deities. And, so, we're about to watch your belief system dry up.  

And then he said, "Well, there's going to have to be that recognition that we're in trouble 

and then there has to be a reforming.” Not a going on, but a going back to the God of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of creation. There's got to be a return. And the way 

that's going to happen is the pulpits of America have to become inflamed again. You 

have to have guys that'll break the Bible. 

In the book of Micah, it says. They say to me, "Do not cry out.” Micah said, "If I do not 

cry out, how will sins be turned back? I have to speak out.”  

And, so, there has to be a crying out with the authority of God's word from the pulpit. 

That's why I see guys like Robert Jeffress. He's a little bitty peckerwood. He's about that 

big, alright? I don't know whether to hug him or burp him whenever I’m around him. 
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He’s about that big. But that little guy will speak out, and you've have to have little guys 

with big hearts that'll cry out from the authority of the Bible.  

And, then, just like Allen said, you have to have the awakening of the people, not just the 

pulpits, but you have to have the awakening of God's people. There has to be “Be angry, 

but do not sin.” The Bible says of Moses, "He went out hot from Pharaoh's presence.” 

Because he knew it was going to be the judgment of this culture.  

Ezekiel said he went down and caused consternation to those on the river Chebar. 

Hebrew is “he gave them hell.” I just made that up. I don't think it is, but that's what it 

could be, all right.  

And so there has to be the awakening of God's people, the inflaming of the pulpits. There 

has to be a recognition that we are in sin. This is bad. And then a return to the God of the 

Bible, and that's going to come by prayer. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 

man availeth much. How much more by 25 million Americans, that if their voices go up 

to God, I think change is going to happen.  

So any way that it will look like in American history, those incremental things are going 

to have to be there, that we're not in a good place. We used to be in a great place. Because 

the pulpits have gone silent, the people have gone prayerless; and whenever you have 

Christians—because we're the biggest voting block in this country when we wake up. 

There's got to be that awakening  

You know my father-in-law told me that on December 8, 1941, he said a young man 

couldn't sign up through the first half of the day because they were wound around the 

enlistment office three times in Marshall, Texas of young men that were just violently 

angry for what had happened.  

And that's always the way. If you're going to have a World War 1, you need a sinking of 

the Lusitania. If you're going to have a World War II, you have to have a bombing of 

Pearl Harbor. And that was one of the problems with Vietnam. It was more an intellectual 

deal about the incursions of Communism, and the Southeast Asia Treaty organizations 

said, "We ought to do this.” If A is B and B is C and C is D, then A is D. And that's hard 
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to get your hands around. There has to be a violent uprising of God’s people that say, like 

the great prophet, Popeye, “That's all I can stands. I can’t stands no more.” I rest my case.  

CS: And I know we've been truly blessed. Tom's going to close us in a word of prayer, but 

before he does, we're going to have a short, one-minute video on Franklin Graham's 

prayer walk in Washington D.C. this coming Saturday.  

FG: As I stand in our nation’s capital, this country’s in trouble. The only hope for America is 

God. And on the 26th of September, I'm holding a prayer March right here on the mall, 

and we're going to go from what’s behind me, the Lincoln Memorial, all the way down to 

the Capitol praying for this country. It’s a prayer march.  

Prayer is our most important weapon. It allows us to go directly to the King of Kings, 

directly to stand in front of the throne of grace and make our petitions known directly to 

God.  

I believe in prayer, and I want you to join me right here on the 26th of September at noon 

on this mall as we march from one end of this mall to the other, praying for our nation.  

TN: Let’s all stand together, and I'll pray.  

Father in heaven, I think of a name that is never mentioned in the media, never mentioned 

in the House or the Senate, the name Satan. He is the Prince of the Power of the Air, that 

the power that runs the evil of this world, there is someone behind it who has blinded the 

minds of the unbelieving that they might not see the light of the glory of the gospel of 

Christ who is the very image of God. And he is the father of lies, not just of the evil acts 

that occur, but he is the father of the thought, the ideologies, the philosophies, the 

theories that fuel perversion and murder and rioting and Marxism and every evil thing. 

That he is the strong man, fully armed, that guards his own possessions.  

And, yet, you have come into the strong man's house, and you have defeated him and 

bound him; and now you are taking out his possessions, plundering his people, and 

making them the children of God.  
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And, so, Lord, as Hezekiah said in his day, surrounded by the Assyrians, who said you 

are going to eat your dung and drink your urine. And he said, God, children have come to 

the breach, and there is none to deliver. We're in a world of hurt. We're going to lose the 

children, and we're going to lose the mothers. We're going to lose Jerusalem, and we're 

going to lose the Jews. If, God, you don't do something. And he prayed.  

And God said, “Sennacherib, against whom have you raised your voice and haughtily 

lifted up your face? But before the Lord the God of hosts, and this day you shall return by 

the way you came; and you will die in your own temple by your own hand. And the Jews 

will not lift up a hand.” And that morning, they awoke, and 185,000 were dead as the 

angel of the Lord went forth that night, as in Passover of old, that God's power was still 

there.  

And, so, Lord, children have come to the breach, and there is none to deliver. But, we, 

and Christians all over this country, as we are under a scourge and under an attack, as we 

have reaped the fruit of our silence and our liberalism and our compromise and our 

silence and our changing of the Bible, and it's come back on us. The wage of sin has 

come. It is time to pay the fiddler for the wicked dance of the 20th century. And Lord it's 

on us. 

And we pray that you would invigorate your people, you would make them angry, you 

would make them violently opposed, to stand up and speak and to call upon God to show 

his strength. And we pray here in just a little bit that those that have condescended upon 

God and his word, that have held marriage and morality and the unborn to scorn, that 

have mocked thy people, that, Lord, they might be removed from their place. They might 

be shut down and silenced, and you would clear the deck of them. You would wash them 

like Hercules did the Aegean stables of all of its dung, that the stream would wash it 

away spic and span, and that good men and good women could take their place. Like 

Judas of old, that another would take his place.  

So, God, do something above us and beyond us. I thank you, God, for Jeremy. Thank you 

for Allen. Thank you for so many who have taken their stand.  
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As the book of Ezekiel says, God sought for a man among them who would stand in the 

breach and build up the wall before them, and I found no one. In this broken down 

defense of our country, that you would find many like these that would stand in the gap 

and say, God, like Isaiah, "Here am I, Lord; send me.”  

Do something beyond us and above us. And we'll ask this unto the glory of God and to 

the good of his people. In Jesus name, Amen.  


