
Taking back Halloween for the Cause of Christ



In 835 A.D., in an attempt to “christianize” a pagan festival of the dead held on November 
1st, Pope Gregory IV moved “All Saints Day” from May 13 to that day. The night before 

this day (honoring martyrs and other dead saints) was first called “All Hallows Even” (i.e. 
“holy evening” ).  The longer name eventually shortened to the current “Halloween” and 
before long the “holy evening,” reverting to its pagan roots, was again anything but holy. 

Since 2005, some Denton Bible Church saints (not the dead ones, the live kind) have, so 
to speak, taken back the night, offering more than candy and costumes.  They’ve offered 
Christ, showing His love to many in a practical and winsome way.

Brent Bowen and his wife Kaycie recognized in Halloween a unique kingdom opportunity. 
“It’s the only time of the year when the world comes to your door,” Brent emphasizes.  In 
2005, Brent challenged members of his small group to maximize Halloween’s opportunity. 
They pooled money for candy, ground meat, hot dogs and all the trimmings and distributed 
250 flyer invitations for free  “Boo-gers & Hallo-wienies” in the Bowen’s neighborhood. 
Trick-or-treaters encountered a huge grill on the Bowen’s front lawn with Chef Brent hard 
at work. Turnout was better than good, about equal the number of flyers, with every age 
group from toddlers to college age arriving. Every candy sack also got a creative gospel 
tract with a big jack-o-lantern (black & white, to color later).  

Shea & Tiffany Sumlin, Judd & Ashlea Rumley, Chuck and Gina Linn, Steve and Susan 
Mayes, Diane Owen, Bruno and Stephanie Paiva, Gaylon and Paige Richter, Ryan and 
Maggie Soulier, Jeff and Suanna Sears, Jeff and Kathy Wiesner, Ross and Carmie Duncan, 
Tommy and Celeste Rutledge, and Jake & Kathleen Craven have since reached out to 
their respective neighborhoods, with embellishments such as a garage door screening of 
the classic “It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown”, “Monster House”, or “Pink Panther 
Classic Cartoon Collection” to draw kids. Brent tells of new relationships with neighbors 
and relates stories of hearts touched.  An older man he’d never met came to shake his 
hand and thank him for his stand for God.  A college student who asked, “Why are you 
doing this?” heard the gospel as reply.      
     

Is your small group seeking a service project? Are you wondering what your family could 
do together to reach your neighbors? Why not consider taking back the night of Halloween 
for the cause of Christ? Go for it, all you live saints!

For information about Halloween outreach handout materials, call 940.297.6828 or email 
evangelism@dentonbible.org. 

by Lawana Robinson

“It’s the only time
of the year when
the world comes
to your door.”

BOOgers & HalloWEENIES
Taking back Halloween for the Cause of Christ



Once you and the community you are involved with (life group, foundation group, small 
group, family, fraternity, sorority, etc.) decide to engage with the people in your area, then 
hand out in your neighborhood an invitation flyer a few days before Halloween.  Then get 
ready to receive anywhere between 100 to 500 folks between the hours of 5:30pm to 
9:30pm.  You decide how long you want to minister in your community.  Here are a few 
items that you will need to consider as you plan for this event:
 
What you will need~
 ~ Flyers for invitations
 ~ A grill to cook on
 ~ Hamburgers, hotdogs, buns, all the fixin’s
 ~ Big ol’ buckets of candy
 ~ Coolers of drinks
 ~ Halloween gospel tract
 ~ Chairs
 ~ Tables to serve from

  Optional
 ~ Hay bales
 ~ Pumpkin bowling (hay bales, 2 liter bottles, pumpkins)
 ~ Facepaint
 ~ Magician
 ~ Horseback riding
 ~ Cake walk
 ~ Foos-ball table
 

What you will need to do~
 ~ Pass out the flyer (knock on some doors, aim for personal invitations).The  
 best way to pass it out is to roll it~ color out, and insert it between the handle  
 and frame of the front door. Do not tape it to the mailbox as this is a federal  
 offense. 
 ~ Shop for supplies (see the following pages for a list to follow)
 ~ Put up balloons or a sign to mark the party house
 ~ Dress in costume of some sort (be creative, the kids love it! Some suggestions  
 are magician, hot dog, pumpkin, cat, farmer, camouflage, John Denver, 70’s.)
 ~ Pray, Pray, Pray
 ~ Be ready to share the gospel if given the opportunity
 ~ Make sure each kid gets candy and a gospel tract
 ~ Have fun!
 
Guidelines~ 
 ~ It’s a great idea to show movies during the event, but each site will have to  
 procure a temporary “wallpaper” license to do so - it’s copyright law!
 ~ We want to meet with you before distributing all of the food in order to spend  
 time practicing sharing the Gospel.  Since this is primarily an evangelistic event,  
 we feel that it is important to get you ready to share!
 ~ Food pickup will be Thursday, October 28th, 2010.

How to Get it Done



The following example is for 160 people (use combinations that best fit your neighborhood 
and your groups financial budget):

Food~         Quantity~
 ~ Hamburger patties      ~ 80
 ~ Hot dogs        ~ 80
 ~ Mustard         ~ 2 bottles
 ~ Ketchup        ~ 2 bottles
 ~ Mayonnaise       ~ 1 bottle
 ~ Relish        ~ 1 jar
 ~ Cheese slices       ~ 80
 ~ Dill pickles        ~ 1 jar
 ~ Hotdog buns       ~ 10 x 8 pkg.
 ~ Hamburger buns       ~ 10 x 8 pkg.
 ~ Lettuce (shredded)      ~ 4 heads
 ~ Chips        ~ 4 bags
 ~ Ice         ~ 3 bags
Supplies~
 ~10 oz. cups        ~ 160
 ~ Plates        ~ 160
 ~ Rubber gloves       ~ 1 box
 ~ Freezer bags       ~ 1 box
 ~ Sam’s Dixie food trays      ~ 1 box/ 500 ct.
 ~ Napkins        ~ 160
Decorations~
 ~ Carved Pumpkins
 ~ Candles

Shopping List

The following suggestions are where your group participants can serve:

Job Assignments~
 ~ Hamburger flipper
 ~ Hotdog flipper
 ~ Drink attendants and servers
 ~ Candy lady
 ~ Good News crew
 ~ Condiment table
 ~ Chip table
 ~ Casual greeters
 ~ Greet folks as they come up and tell them what we are doing
 ~ Food attendants and servers (make sure food does not run out)
 ~ Game and activity coordinators (pumpkin bowling, facepainting, etc.)
 ~ Trash pickup 

Servant Areas



Tract & Flier Sample

Like a lot of folks I carve a happy face into my jack-o-lantern and light a candle on the inside.  
When it is lit, the smile shines for everyone to see.  But without a light, ol’ Jack is dark and 

dreary.  Our lives can be the same way - a source of light and joy for others to see, or a smile on 
the outside but dark and empty on the inside.

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life” (John 8:12).  Sin brought darkness into our lives and separated us 
from God.  Like Jack, we have no light of our own, but need a light to be placed within us. God 
loved us and sent His Son Jesus Christ to be that light in our lives. The penalty for sin is death, 
but Jesus took upon Himself that punishment.  He died on the cross so that our sins could be 

forgiven; He rose from the dead to prove that His sacrifice was sufficient to the Father.

Through belief in Jesus God places the light of life in you.  And the good news gets even 
better!  A relationship with God through Jesus gives us true meaning and joy:  instead of 

darkness, light; instead of receiving the penalty of sin, we get forgiveness; instead of loneliness, 
we have a friendship with God.

Would you like to have the Light of life?  You can tell God in your own words something like 
this:  Dear God, thank you for sending your Son Jesus to die for my sins.  I trust that in Jesus I am 
forgiven of my sin, and I commit myself to follow Him.  I believe that He will be the light of my 
life so that I may no longer walk in darkness just as He promised.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.

I encourage you to read the Bible, to pray and to attend a Bible-teaching church so you can 
learn how to grow in relationship with God.  May Jesus, the LIght of life, shine ever brighter in 
your heart!

Got Light?

Free B00gers & 
HalloWEENIES  
for all you parents & kids!

While trick-r-treating, 
come by 3517 Lipizzan on 
Friday from 6:30 to 8:00 
pm. and grab a hamburger 
& hotdog!

Sponsored by:
Life Groups (the Souliers) of
Denton Bible Church

HAPPY

HALLOWEEN!



Conversational Bridging  

Everyone should mainly try to bridge into the lives of these people and share the free gift of 
Christ. People may ask you, “Why are you doing this?” To which you could respond, “We hand 
out free hamburgers because we have been given the free gift of heaven. God has blessed us  
with His Son dying on the cross for our sins, and we want to give freely as He has given freely 
to us.” If your message is the aroma of life to them, they will pursue the conversation further.

Create a Casual Atmosphere and Convey Genuine Concern
Talk to them about what they know and are interested in:  family, job, background. People 
respond to sincere interest, so listen, encourage, and identify with them.

Be Encouraged By Openness
Assume their openness to talk about spiritual things.  Often God will have already been 
cultivating their openness, and you may do some reaping.  At other times, more cultivating 
is necessary.  In John 4 Jesus says, “Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the 
fields for they are already white for the harvest! For in this the saying is true, ‘One sows 
and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have 
labored, and you have entered into their labors.”

Plow and Pursue
Dive into the conversation! Give your full attention to the person and keep them talking.  
As long as they are talking, you have the opportunity to listen, think, and turn the 
conversation to a spiritual topic. There are as many ways to turn a conversation to 
spiritual things as there are people. If you will have future opportunities with the person, 
start small and continue the conversation until the time is right to present Christ.

Ask Intentional Questions
Ask types of questions that move the conversation from the general to the specific and 
from the secular to the spiritual.  Possible questions to turn the conversation to spiritual 
things include~ Do you ever go to church? If so, are you active in your church?  Are you 
a spiritual person?  What do you believe about God? Where are you spiritually?  What do 
you believe a person must do to go to Heaven? Do you think it’s possible for a person to 
know for sure that they are going to Heaven?

Use Transition Questions
Ask types of specific questions that enable you to transition into the Gospel.
~ May I ask you a more personal question?
~ Based on your involvement in church...concern for life after death...current world view,         
   have you come to the point where if you die, do you know you’d go to Heaven?  Or are     
   you somewhere along the way?
~ If you were to die and stand before God and He asked you, “Why should I let you into       
   Heaven?” what would you tell Him?
~ Has anyone ever taken a Bible and shown you how you can know you’re going to       
   Heaven?  May I? (Getting permission is key... it gives you the right to present Christ.)

Present the Gospel
We recommend the Bad News/Good News, or any method that presents that we come to 
God as sinners, recognize Christ died for our sins and arose, and trust in Christ alone 
as our only way to Heaven. Remember you will not learn to evangelize by learning how 
to turn a conversation to spiritual things. You will learn how to turn a conversation to 
spiritual things by evangelizing. 



Testimonies
“We had such a great time serving 120 hot dogs & hamburgers, 
hot chocolate, cider & of course, lots of candy to all the trick-
or-treaters & their parents. And we now have the reputation 
for being the ‘Best House in the neighborhood,’ as several of 
the teen-aged trick-or-treaters called us. The boys enjoyed 
sharing the candy & food with others, as well as watching 
all the people coming and going in their costumes.  We didn’t 
have as many conversations about the Gospel as we would 
have liked~serving that many people is hard work (although 
definitely fun), but hopefully it will open up more opportunities 
in the future.  And hopefully some of the kiddos will learn the 
gospel through the tracts we gave out with the candy.  So we 
now have a Halloween tradition that will hopefully contribute to 
the Kingdom of God.” ~Gina Linn

“During the night we had over two dozen different sets of neighbors 
come down to visit for a while and over 250 trick-or-treaters came 
by. In all, we handed out over 400 hamburgers and hot dogs. We also 
showed “The Great Pumpkin Charlie Brown” on our garage door for 
all the kids to watch. My wife and I had the chance to establish some 
very good connections with our neighbors and share the gospel with 
a handful of those who came. Our daughters even had fun passing out 
tracts to all the little trick-or-treaters and families who came by. We 
met people
from all walks of life, and even had people open up right there on our 
driveway to share both the joys and struggles they were having this 
time of year (everything from the joy of new childbirth to the pain of 
sexual abuse). We felt like we really got the chance to be a light for 
Christ on a dark night in some people’s lives.” ~Shea Sumlin  

“It was a beautiful evening ~and we passed out tracts 
with the candy and food.  One girl in our group had an 
opportunity to talk with a lady at length and she said she 
was going to come to DBC . . .” ~Diane Owen

“For the past several years we have been able to cook 
hundreds of hotdogs and give them away to our neighbors. 
Halloween is the only day in the year that nearly every 
neighbor will knock on your door and come see you. What 
a great opportunity to meet and talk to everyone. We have 
lived in our neighborhood for seven years and yet it is 
amazing how many new neighbors we have and just how 
many people we do not know. People came in waves. We 
placed chairs all around our driveway and many people 

sat and talked with us. Some people cooked, some people put the hotdogs together, some people 
poured Gatorade, and others just talked and visited. It was a great team effort. People did not 
always stay long enough to get into spiritual conversation but we learned a lot of names and 
faces. We were also able to put gospel tracks in all the kids bags.” ~Gaylon Richter



©Denton Bible Church
2300 E. University Dr. Denton TX 76209 (940) 297-6700 www.dentonbible.org


