
Denton Bible Church Membership Covenant
Having received Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior, and being in agreement with Denton Bible’s statements, strat-
egy and structure, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the Denton Bible Church family.  In doing so, I 
commit myself to God and to the other members to do the following:

1. I will protect the unity of my church
... by acting in love toward other members
... by refusing to gossip
... by following the leaders
... by submitting myself to church discipline should the need arise
“So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.”

Romans 14:19 (NASB)
“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their 
needs.”              Ephesians 4:29 (NASB)
“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.  They keep watch over you as men who must give an account.  Obey them 
so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be no advantage to you.”    Hebrews 13:17 (NASB)

2. I will share the responsibility of my church
... by praying for its growth
... by inviting the unchurched to attend
... by warmly welcoming those who visit
... by giving regularly
“To the church... We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly* ementioning you in our prayers.” 

I Thessalonians 1:1-2 (ESV)
“And the master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the highways and along the hedges, and compel them to come in, so that my 
house may be filled.”                 Luke 14:23 (NASB)
“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”          Romans 15:7 (ESV)
“Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.”

II Corinthians 9:7 (NASB)
3. I will serve the ministry of my church

... by discovering my gifts and talents

... by being equipped to serve by my pastors, teachers

... by developing a servant’s heart
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, tas good stewards of God’s varied grace.”            I Peter 4:10 (ESV)
“[God] gave . . .  some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 
built up.”                   Ephesians 4:11-12 (NASB)
“Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  Your attitude should be the same as 
that of Christ Jesus:  Who . . .  [took on] the very nature of a servant.”            Philippians 2:3-4, 7 (NASB)

4. I will uphold the reputation and testimony of my church
... by attending faithfully
... by living a godly life
... by regular time in God’s Word
“Let us not give up meeting together . . .  but let us encourage one another.”     Hebrews 10:25 (NASB)
“Only let your manner of life be wworthy of the gospel of Christ...”                Philippians 1:27 (ESV)
“Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation.”

1 Peter 2:2 (NASB)



THE SCRIPTURES
Every word in the original writings of the Holy Scriptures is inspired by God and without er-
ror.  It is accurate in all matters to which it speaks, spiritual, historical and scientific.  The Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments are the foundation of the faith and practice of Denton Bible Church.
(2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21)

GOD
God exists eternally in three persons:  The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  The three have distinct personalities 
and yet are of the same substance, one God.
(Gen. 1:1; John 10:30; John 4:24; Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14)

MAN
Man is created in the image and likeness of God.  In Adam, all mankind fell into sin with the result that all men are 
sinners.  Men are justly condemned to eternal judgment and can do nothing to merit salvation.
(Rom. 2:2, 3, 5; Eph. 2:8,9; Gen. 1:27, 9:6; Rom. 3:23, 5:12; Eph. 2:1)

JESUS CHRIST
The eternal Son of God became incarnate in the Lord Jesus Christ, being born of the virgin Mary, and is true God and true 
man.  He died physically on the cross, was bodily resurrected three days later, and thereafter bodily ascended to heaven.
(John 1:1, 14, 18; 5:18; Heb. 1:1-9; 5:8, 1 John 5:20; 1 Tim. 2:5; 1 Cor. 15:1-5)

SALVATION
Salvation is received by faith alone in Christ.  The only means to salvation is belief in Christ’s substitutionary death 
and resurrection, which satisfied the wrath of God against the sin of the individual.  There is an eternal state of pun-
ishment for the unsaved and an eternal state of blessing for the saved.
(Acts 4:12; 13:38-39; 16:31; 1 Cor. 15:1-4; Rom. 4:4-5; 8:28-29; 5:1; John 3:16; Eph. 2:8-9)

DOCTRINE

ELECTION
Salvation is given to those men and women chosen (election and predestination) by God and drawn to Christ by 
the Holy Spirit.  God’s election of those that will be saved was made without thought to any merit of the individu-
al and was made prior to the creation of the world.  We believe that, owing to universal death through sin, no one 
can enter the kingdom of God unless born again; and that no degree of reformation however great, no attainments 
in morality however high, no culture however attractive, no baptism or other ordinance however administered, can 
help the sinner to take even one step toward heaven; but a new nature imparted from above, a new life implanted 
by the Holy Spirit through the Word is absolutely essential to salvation.  Thus it can be said that our justification is 
wrought solely by the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross as He died in our place.
(John 6:44; Rom. 5:6-9, 9:10-29; Eph. 1:4-8; Phil. 3:4-9; Col. 1:13-14; Titus 3:5; James 1:18, 1 Pet. 1:18-21)

CHURCH
The church is composed of all believers.  It is the body and bride of Christ, formed by the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
and existing in two aspects, universal and local.  The universal church is an elect company of believers, baptized by 
the Holy Spirit into one body.  Its mission is to witness to its Head, Jesus Christ, preaching the Gospel among all na-
tions.  It will be caught up to meet the Lord, after which He will return to set up His Kingdom. The local church is 
a group of believers voluntarily joined together in love to worship God with praise and thanksgiving, and to glorify 
Jesus Christ through an aggressive effort to disciple others by the  preaching of the gospel, and the exercise of spiritu-
al gifts.  Denton Bible Church is Fundamental, Evangelical, Non-Charismatic, and denominationally unrelated..
(Eph. 1:22, 23; 5:24-30; 1 Cor. 12:4-13, 27)



HOLY SPIRIT
The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity.  He regenerates, indwells, baptizes, and seals all believers in Christ 
at the point of faith in Christ, and empowers those yielded to God.
(Matt. 28:19; John 3:3-7; Titus 3:5; 1 Cor. 6:19; Rom 8:9, 1 Cor. 2:12, 12:13, Eph. 4:30; Col. 3:14)

ANGELS
Angels were originally created holy, but now, because of Satan’s rebellion, there is also an unholy angelic kingdom.
(Col. 1:16; Job 38:6, 7; Ps. 148:2-5; Jude 6; Matt. 25:41; Eph. 6:11; 12, 1 Tim. 5:21; Rev. 12:9)

SECOND COMING
The blessed hope of the church is the imminent return of Christ.  The events of the return of Christ take place in the 
following order:  the rapture of the church, the tribulation, the second advent, the establishment of the reign of Christ 
on earth for one thousand years, and finally the eternal state of punishment for the unsaved and the eternal state of 
blessing for the saved.
(Titus 2:13; 1 Thes. 1:10; 4:13-18; 5:4-10; John 14:1-3; Matt. 24:21, 29, 30, 25:31 - 46; Rev. 3:10, 20:1-6; 11-15)

ASSURANCE
All who are born of the Spirit through faith in Christ can have assurance of salvation and are eternally secure in Christ.
(Rom. 5:1; 1 John 5:13; John 10:27-29; 17:12; 2 Tim. 1:12; Eph. 4:30, John 6:37)

GIFTS
Spiritual gifts are God-given abilities for service, i.e., “for the equipping of the saints for the work of service to the 
building up of the body of Christ.”
(Eph. 4:1-16, 1 Cor. 12:7, 11; 1 Pet. 4:10; Rom 12:1-6)

CHRISTIAN LIFE
Christians are called to a holy life of service and testimony in the power of the Holy Spirit, which service includes the 
propagation of the gospel message to the whole world.  There is promised reward in heaven for faithfulness in such 
service.
(1 Pet. 1:15, 16; Acts 1:8; 1 Cor. 3:12-17; John 14:1-3)

DISPENSATIONS
God has revealed different dispensations or stewardships with corresponding rules of life, of which the present dispen-
sation is the stewardship of grace.
(Eph. 3:2-6, 9-11; Col. 1:25-27; Rom. 6:14, Heb. 7:18-19)

SANCTIFICATION
Every believer is promised positional, progressive, and ultimate sanctification.
(Heb. 10:10, 14; John 17:15-17; Eph. 5:26-27; 1 Thes. 4:3, 4; 1 John 3:2, 1 Cor. 6:11) 

ORDIANCES
The Bible sets forth two ordinances, the Lord’s Supper and Water Baptism.  The Lord’s Supper is to be celebrated reg-
ularly in remembrance of Christ’s death on the cross, and in expectation of His return.  Water Baptism is an outward 
testimony of a person’s belief in Christ.  Immersion is the ideal means set forth in Scripture.
(Matt. 28:19, 20; Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 8:12, 36-38, 9:18, 10:47; 1 Cor. 11:23-26)



THE BIBLE
We understand the Bible to be the inspired and inerrant Word of God. As such it is the sole source and standard for 
matters of faith and practice for the believer. It is sufficient to meet every spiritual need of the Christian (II Peter 1:3).

The Bible should be understood plainly and literally unless there is reason in a given passage to believe that it was 
intended to be taken otherwise (e.g., figures of speech, prophetic language, etc.). The meaning of the Scripture can be 
understood through careful (II Tim. 2:15) and prayerful (I John 2:27) study.

THE CHURCH
The Church is described in the Bible as the “body of Christ” (Eph. 4:12; I Cor. 12:27). The Apostle Paul explains 
this metaphor in I Corinthians 12. Just as the physical body has only one head but has many individual parts that 
perform different functions, even so the “Body of Christ,” the Church, has one head but is made up of many indi-
vidual members. The head of the Church is Jesus Christ. He is the central organizing and directing influence of the 
Church. The body, made up of eyes and ears and hands and feet, constitutes the wide diversity of individual Chris-
tians. We are individually gifted and enabled by Christ to perform specialized functions in the Church so that the 
Church functions in a healthy manner.

The Apostle Paul also describes the Church as the “pillar and support of the truth” (I Tim. 3:15). For this reason 
we see one of the great privileges and responsibilities of the Church to be the preaching and teaching of the Word 
(II Tim. 4:2). Therefore, we see the teaching and preaching of the Bible as one of the central focuses of the various 
ministries of the Church.

DISTINCTIVES

THEOLOGICAL DISTINCTIVES

Broadly understood, theology is simply the message of the Bible understood in all of its various elements and details. 
It is a synthetic understanding of the whole of the Bible (all 66 Books—Old Testament and New Testament) set out 
topically and systematically. Christians and churches have traditionally recognized various theological movements or 
schools of thought that are helpful in describing important biblical ideas (e.g., salvation, redemption, sanctification, 
End Times, etc.).

This being said, Denton Bible is:

Calvinistic. We believe that the Protestant Reformation was a real recovery of the Biblical truth concerning salva-
tion and the role of the Scriptures in the life of the believer and the Church. We firmly embrace the 5 Solas (Latin 
for “alone”) of the Reformation: Sola Scriptura, Sola Fide, Sola Gratia, Solus Christus, and Soli Deo Gloria. We also 
recognize that the Bible places a strong emphasis on the sovereignty of God.

Non-charismatic. The Greek word underlying this word literally means grace— “the unmerited favor or blessing of 
God.” The New Testament describes God as individually gifting believers with certain spiritual gifts for the benefit of 
the Church. Among the various spiritual gifts described in the New Testament we see some that were more vivid-
ly supernatural manifestations of the power of God and the influence of the Holy Spirit. Some of these gifts were 
intended to be temporary and were uniquely suited to the founding of the Church during the lifetime of the Apos-
tles. Other gifts were intended to be permanent and have been manifested in every age of the Church from the first 
century forward. By “non-charismatic” we mean to indicate that we acknowledge this distinction.

Dispensational. Dispensationalism refers to the observation that God seems to have related with man throughout 
history in different ways throughout different ages or dispensations. These dispensations are typically character-
ized by certain distinct organizing principles. It does NOT suggest or infer that man was saved in different ways at 
different times. Man has always—in every age—been saved by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8-9).Dispensationalism 
is characterized by a clear distinction between Israel and the Church and by a consistent use of a literal principle of 



STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
The purpose of Denton Bible Church is to glorify God by building up believers and winning unbelievers to Christ.  
Ephesians 2:10; Col.  3:17; Acts 2:42; Matthew 28:19, 20

STATEMENT OF VALUES
We value the authority of Scripture, looking to the Bible as the inspired, inerrant word of God to direct us in all 
pertinent matters of belief and behavior.   
2 Timothy 3:16: 2 Peter 1:20-21; Isaiah 40:8

We value Bible exposition, regarding accurate and relevant teaching and preaching of the Scriptures as essential to 
the spiritual vitality of our church.   
2 Timothy 4:1-2; Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 2:42

We value prayer, recognizing our church’s desperate need for God to guide, equip, and empower the church to ac-
complish its ministry aspirations.    
Acts 2:42; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

We value missions, understanding our church’s great responsibility to train ministers and laity worldwide to be more 
effective in ministry.    
Matthew 28:18-20; 2 Corinthians 5:19-20; Acts 1:8

We value discipleship, convinced each person in our church is called to follow Christ wholeheartedly and to help 
others do the same.    
Luke 9:23; Titus 2:1-6; 2 Timothy 2:2

We value evangelism, persuaded that people who do not know Jesus Christ as Savior are now separated from God 
and in danger of eternal condemnation. 
Acts 1:8, 2 Corinthians 5:19-20; Matthew 28:18-20

We value financial responsibility, humbled by the faithful giving of our people and convinced of our duty to be 
above reproach in all financial matters.  
1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthians  8:19-21; 9:6-8

We value compassion, fully aware of God’s call upon our church to meet the various and pressing needs of our com-
munity.        
James 1:27; Galatians 2:10

interpretation. Dispensationalists differ on the specific number of dispensations. Some would see as few as two dis-
pensations, identifying a period before Christ and a period after Christ. Others would see as many as seven or more 
(Innocence, Conscience, Government, Promise, Law, Grace, Millennial Kingdom).

Premillennial. A large portion of the Bible speaks of events which were future at the time they were written. Of 
these passages a significant portion refer to future events yet to be fulfilled. These passages are generally understood 
as referring to the “End Times. Two of the most significant end-time events yet remaining to be fulfilled are the 
return of Jesus Christ to the earth (the Second Coming) and the establishing of a physical kingdom by Jesus Christ 
here on earth (the “Millennium). By premillennial we understand the ordering of these events to be such that the 
Second Coming precedes the Millennium.



We value a well-mobilized lay ministry, realizing our greatest ministry aspirations will be accomplished through 
the Spirit-led efforts of our people.    
Ephesians 4:11-13; Titus 2:3-5; 1 Peter 2:9-10

We value community, believing that true spiritual growth happens best in the context of transparent, authentic 
relationships.    
Proverbs 27:17; Acts 2:46

The statement of purpose and values are items we must pursue individually as well as corporately.


