Resour ces forEvangelism

What Isn’t Evangelism
Evangelism is telling people the wonderful truth about God, the great news about Jesus Christ.
Understanding this increases evangelism as it moves from being a guilt-driven burden to a joyful privilege.
Let me mention five things mistaken for evangelism.
1. Imposition
Some people do not practice evangelism because they feel they are imposing on others. The way evangelism is often done, I can understand the confusion! True biblical, Christian evangelism by its very nature
involves no coercion but only proclamation and love. We are to present the free gospel to all; we cannot
manipulate anyone to accept it. Biblical Christians know that we cannot coerce anyone into life.
2. Personal Testimony
Surely personal testimony is a wonderful thing. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “In him you have been
enriched in every way ... because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you” (1 Cor. 1:5-6). An account of a changed life is a wonderful and inspiring thing, but it is the gospel of Jesus Christ that explains
what it is all about and how it happened. It is the gospel that turns sharing a testimony into evangelism.
3. Social Action and Public Involvement
Of the many actions designed to improve society, some are wonderful (e.g., the abolition of slavery), and
some are terrible (e.g., legalizing the killing of unborn children). But none of them, not even the best, are
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Displaying God’s compassion and kindness by our actions is a good and appropriate thing for Christians to do. To be evangelism, the gospel must be clearly communicated, whether in
written or oral form.
4. Apologetics
We are instructed by Peter to be ready to give a reason for the hope that we have (1 Pet. 3:15). Answering
questions and defending parts of the good news may often be a part of conversations Christians have with
non-Christians, but such activity is not evangelism.
5. The Results of Evangelism
Finally, one of the most dangerous mistakes in evangelism is to misinterpret the results of evangelism—
the conversion of unbelievers—for evangelism itself, which is the simple telling of the gospel message.
Evangelism must not be confused with its fruit. Converting people is not in our power. Evangelism may
not be defined in terms of results but only in terms of faithfulness to the message preached.

Adapted from The Gospel and Personal Evangelism by Mark Dever.
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Preparing Your Heart
for Evangelism
If My people, who are called by My name, will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:14

“…will humble themselves…”
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Pray that we as Christians will bow before the Lord each day, so that we may receive His grace
daily to live as we should (James 4:6-10).
Pray that all those who have a personal relationship with the Lord will walk in a spirit of humility,
as Jesus walked, and live in recognition that pride leads to destruction and humility precedes honor
(Micah 6:8; Proverbs 18:12).
Pray that Christian husbands and wives will be humble in spirit in order that their prayers may be
answered (1 Peter 3:7-15).
Pray that young Christians will be clothed with humility, respecting their elders, lifting all their
concerns to God, and trusting God to exalt them at the proper time (1 Peter 5:5-10).
Pray that times of crisis would be tangible reminders of “what we deserve” apart from the mercy of
God (1 Peter 3:13-17; Titus 3:1-9; Psalms 40:1-3; 68:19-20; 103:1-5; Romans 6:23).
Pray that God’s people would assume responsibility for the moral and spiritual erosion of our
nation and our world (Ezra 9:6; Psalms 51:16-17).

“…and pray…”
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Pray that God’s people would unite in praying for all who are in authority, that we may lead quiet
and peaceful lives in godliness and holiness (1 Timothy 2:1-4).
Pray that Christians will seek God before getting physically involved with His work for the day
(Matthew 6:6-8, 33; Psalms 32:6).
Pray that urgency and fervency would characterize our prayers (Isaiah 64:9).
Pray that our first response as Christians will be to pray when we become anxious about any 		
circumstance (Matthew 6:25-32; Philippians 4:6-7; Jeremiah 33:3).
Pray that God would raise up an army of prayer warriors who are willing to persevere in prayer and
wage war on their knees (Luke 18:1-8).
Pray for a spirit of prayer to spread like a wildfire across our land and world until every church
becomes a house of prayer (Philippians 4:6-7; Luke 18:1; Matthew 21:13).

“…and seek My face…”
13.
14.

Pray that adult Christians will set a pattern of seeking the Lord in all things, so that younger 		
generations may find their strength and hope in the Lord (Psalms 27; 91; Acts 17:26-27).
Pray that God would increase our belief in His ability to intervene supernaturally and do the 		
impossible. Pray for a desire to fast as we seek the face of God (Hebrews 11:6; Mark 9:23;
James 5:16-18; Is. 58:6-12).
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15.
16.
17.
18.

Pray that we would not trust in military strength, financial might or political power to solve our
difficulties. Pray that the Scriptures would guide all decision~making (Zechariah 4:6; Is. 48:17,
55:8~9; Jeremiah 9:23-24; Psalms 147:10-11; Proverbs 21:30-31).
Pray that God’s people would not be self~sufficient. May we see our dire need for help from God
and others (John 15:5; 2 Corinthians 3:5; Nehemiah 6:16; Jeremiah 2:31-32).
Pray that God’s people would lay aside their differences, and unite behind the desperate need for
an outpouring of God’s Spirit in revival (Psalms 133:1-3; Ephesians 4:1-6).
Pray that a healthy fear of God would permeate our hearts and minds. Ask God to deliver us from
the fear of man (Proverbs 1:7, 9:10, 29:25).

“…and turn from their wicked ways…”
19.
20.
21.
22.

Pray that Christians will meditate daily on the Word of God, allowing God to conform them to
the image of Christ (Psalms 119:9-11; 1 Peter 1:13-2:3; Romans 8:29; Philippians 1:6;
2 Corinthians 7:1).
Pray that God’s people will honestly acknowledge their sins, seek God’s forgiveness, and expose all
sin appropriately (Romans 2:1-2; Galatians 6:1).
Pray that believers will accept accountability from godly people (James 5:16).
Pray that genuine repentance would characterize our response to sin and that the lordship of Jesus
Christ would rule our lives (2 Corinthians 7:9-10; Matthew 7:21).

“…then I will hear from heaven…”
23.

Praise God that His hand is not too short to save. Claim the promise that the Lord draws near to
all those who call upon Him in truth (Isaiah 59:1; Psalms 145:18).

“…and will forgive their sin…”
24.

Thank the Lord for his promise to extend mercy to those who “confess and forsake their sin” and
that He is faithful and just to forgive sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness
(Proverbs 28:13; 1 John 1:9).

“…and will heal their land.”
25.

Praise the Lord that He promises to heal those who have fallen away, bind up the wounds of 		
the torn and bruised, and restore the years the locusts have eaten
(Jeremiah 3:22; Hosea 6:1; Joel 2:25).

Excerpted from Pray! Magazine, issue 34. ©2002 LIFE ACTION MINISTRIES (www.lifeaction.org)
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What to Pray for Non ~ Believers
Ammunition for the most
important battle in evangelism
That God draws them to Himself
John 6:44

No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me
draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.

That they seek to know God
Acts 17:27

That they should seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is
not far from each one of us;

Deut 4:29

But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him if you search for Him
with all your heart and all your soul.

That they believe the Scriptures
1 Thess 2:13

And for this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received from us the word of
God’s message, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God,
which also performs its work in you who believe.

Rom 10:17

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

That Satan is bound from blinding them to the truth
Matt 13:19

When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil one comes
and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown
beside the road.

2 Cor 4:4

In whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not
see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

That the Holy Spirit works in them
John 16:8~13

And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin, and righteousness, and 		
judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; and concerning righteousness,
because I go to the Father, and you no longer behold Me; and concerning judgment, because the
ruler of this world has been judged. I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear
them now. But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He
will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will 		
disclose to you what is to come.

That God sends someone to lead them to Christ
Matt 9:37~38

Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.
Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.”
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That they believe in Christ as Savior
John 1:12
John 5:24

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to
those who believe in His name
Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal
life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

That they turn from sin
Acts 17:30

Acts 17:31
Acts 3:19

Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all 		
everywhere should repent,
Because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man
whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.
Repent therefore and return, that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing
may come from the presence of the Lord;

That they confess Christ as Lord
Rom 10:9~10

That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised
Him from the dead, you shall be saved; For with the heart man believes, resulting in 		
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.

That they yield all to follow Christ
2 Cor 5:15

Phi l 3:7~8

And He died for all, that they who live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who
died and rose again on their behalf.
But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.
More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in
order that I may gain Christ,

That they take root and grow in Christ
Col 2:6~7

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been firmly rooted
and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and
overflowing with gratitude.

Pray also ~

That God would create the circumstances that would lead them to repentance.
That their sin would make them sick of sin.
That their sin would be exposed; that they would be caught in their secret sin.
That they would be ashamed of their flagrant sin.

Used by permission of Discipleship Journal. Copyright © 1986 (Issue 34, p. 32) by The Navigators. Used
by permission of NavPress. All rights reserved. To subscribe, visit www.navpress.com or call
(800) 877-1811.
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Praying for Three Non ~ Believers
Name				

Contact Information

Observations/Needs			

Prayers				

Name				

Contact Information

Observations/Needs			

Prayers				

Name				

Contact Information

Observations/Needs			

Prayers				

Action Steps/Date

Action Steps/Date

Action Steps/Date

Adapted from Dare 2 Share by Greg Stier. Published by Focus on the Family.
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Evangelism Styles

How do you discover your personal sharing style?
First, pray and ask God to give you wisdom to discern it. Remember the promise of James 1:5,
“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be
given to him.”
Secondly, your initial “gut instinct” is probably right. Each person has a specialized and supernaturally
designed style of sharing his or her faith. It can be discovered through a combination of personality,
spiritual gifting, and emotional maturity. Take a look at the following four styles with their corresponding
New Testament character. Which best matches you: Talker, Stalker, Buddy or Brain? Your first
impression that comes to mind is usually correct. After you read the descriptions, take a test at the end
that helps determine your personal sharing style.

Talkers

Talkers are creative, funny and easy to listen to. They’re usually the life of the party and the center of the
conversation. They control the conversation, not by force but by sheer wit. When it comes to sharing
Jesus with others, Talkers share the Gospel in persuasive ways.
• Their weakness…Because Talkers are people~centered and want to be liked, they sometimes
can hold back because they are afraid to offend the person they are talking to.
• Biblical example…Philip. Read the story in Acts 8:26-38. It is easy to see why Philip is such
a great example of a Talker. He walked by the chariot and created a natural conversation based on
what the Ethiopian eunuch was interested in. He asked nonthreatening questions, started the
discussion where the eunuch was and explained the Gospel story in a natural and
compelling way. The story was so gripping that when the Ethiopian finally got it, he wanted to
pull over right away and be baptized as a Christian! Talkers know how to “walk along beside
the chariot” of their friends, listen for opportunities to bring up the Gospel and bring it up
in a persuasive way. If you, like Philip, are a Talker, start looking for daily opportunities to 		
bring up the Gospel with your friends.

Stalkers

Many of the most successful people in the universe were Stalkers. I am not talking about the evil kind
of stalking where someone follows another person. I am talking about those who relentlessly stalk a
singular goal. You have stalker friends who win in sports, studies, and life because they are focused, bold,
confident, and determined. There are Stalkers in the faith~sharing world as well. They tend to be direct,
blunt and strong as they share the gospel. They are thought~provoking by their sheer boldness.
• Their weakness…Sometimes they turn people off with their bluntness and boldness.
• Biblical example…Paul. Read Acts 17:16-34. Paul was the first one to speak up and the 		
last one to shut up when it came to sharing his faith. Push him down, and he would get back
up. Throw rocks at him, and he would bandage his wounds and go back in for more. He was
unstoppable in sharing Jesus. Thousands came to Christ through Paul’s delivery, but thousands
also rejected him. Paul had a way of bringing people to a decision. If you are a Stalker, you need
to balance your sharing with love. Realize that God has called you to be one of those catalytic
proclaimers of truth who brings people to a decision through your unrelenting boldness.
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Buddies

Sometimes Buddies confuse themselves with Talkers, but they are totally different. While Talkers love
to talk, Buddies love to listen. They are immensely relational. When it comes to sharing the Gospel,
Buddies let the conversation unfold and gently guide it to Jesus. They ask a lot of questions and offer
fewer answers. They share the message of Christ by tiny degrees in the midst of a conversation instead of
in bold declarations.
• Their weakness…Buddies can be tempted simply to listen. If you are a Buddy, you are
blessed with a huge capacity for loving and listening. People love to talk to you because you love
to genuinely listen. If you are going to become effective in sharing your faith, you must
learn how to gently turn those conversations toward Jesus. Be a fielder, not a pitcher; be a 		
Barnabas, not a Paul.
• Biblical example…Barnabas. See Acts 9:26-27. Almost every time you see Barnabas in the
book of Acts, he is fighting for the underdog. He is the one who listens to, loves, and empathizes
with those around him.

Brains

Brains are good when it comes to discussing and debating the claims of Christianity. They are smart,
organized and intellectually stimulating. Those who are Brains tend to do well when it comes to laying

out well~reasoned arguments for Christianity. They present the Gospel message in an intellectually
stimulating and logical way. Just because you get good grades does not mean you are a Brain, in this
sense. Being a Brain is more of a personality type than it is an IQ test.
• Their weakness…They can come off as cold and uncaring.
• Biblical example…Luke. Read Luke 1:1-4 and notice how he describes his own style
when it comes to communicating truth. Luke wrote two books of the Bible (Luke and Acts).
It seems as though Luke is making a case for Christianity in his first book (Luke) and is 		
demonstrating that it exploded across the world in his second (Acts).

Adapted from Dare 2 Share by Greg Stier. Published by Focus on the Family.
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Evangelism Styles Quiz

Take this quiz to help identify your evangelism style.
Circle the answer that most applies to you.
1. Which word describes you the most?
a. Funny
b. Bold
c. Caring
d. Logical
2. “Sometimes I tend to . . .
a. Joke around too much.”
b. Hurt people’s feelings with my directness.”
c. Worry about what other people think of me.”
d. Get frustrated with others who do not ‘get it’ when it comes to thought problems and
mental challenges.”
3. Your friends would probably describe you as . . .
a. The life of the party.
b. The leader of the pack.
c. A friend who really listens.
d. The smart kid.
4. If you had a friend you wanted to lead to Christ, which of the following
things would you be more likely to do?
a. Find the most creative way (using humor if possible) you could use to bring up the Gospel
message.
b. Just bring it up to him or her with a direct question.
c. Take your friend to somewhere like Starbucks, the park, or a sporting event, and pray that it
naturally comes up in the conversation.
d. Give your friend a book or send him or her to a Web site that makes a strong, logical case for
Christianity, then talk about it afterward.
5. What makes you most uncomfortable in a situation where you have the
opportunity to share your faith?
a. Not being able to bring it up in a natural and witty way.
b. Beating around the bush.
c. Making the other person feel uncomfortable.
d. Not having the answers to hard questions.
6. How would you bring up the Gospel with total strangers?
a. Get them laughing and talking, then naturally switch gears to Jesus.
b. Ask them if they know for sure they are going to Heaven when they die.
c. Try to talk to them and wait to see if they want to converse at all.
d. Ask questions about who they think Jesus was and if they are open to proof that He was the
Son of God.
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7. Which phrase below best describes your style of learning?
a. “Hey, bro! Listen to this!”
b. “Are you talking to me? Good, ’cause I wanna talk to You!”
c. “God gave us two ears and one mouth for a reason…to listen first!”
d. “Resistance to my brain power is futile!”
8. “I tend to get in trouble for . . .
a. Too much joking.”
b. Being too blunt.”
c. Not much.”
d. Arguing.”
9. “If I were trying to motivate other Christians to share their faith, I’d do my best to. . .
a. Talk them into it.”
b. Take them out and do it with them.”
c. Encourage them to build strong relationships with the lost first.”
d. Teach them apologetics” (the art of “proving” Christianity through historical, scientific or 		
archeological facts, fulfilled prophecy, etc.).

Add your score here…
A’s _____

If you are mostly A’s then you may be a Talker…funny, creative and “the life of the party” when it comes
to sharing Jesus.

B’s _____

If you are mostly B’s then you may be a Stalker…direct, bold and “the leader of the pack” when it comes
to sharing your faith.

C’s _____

If you are mostly C’s then you may be a Buddy…relational, kind and a true friend when it comes to
telling others about Jesus.

D’s _____

And if you are mostly D’s then you may be a Brain…smart, logical and someone who can make a strong
case for Christianity with your sheer logic.

Adapted from Dare 2 Share by Greg Stier. Published by Focus on the Family.
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Which Style Did Jesus Use?
Jesus shows us the ultimate balance of all four sharing styles! We see Him being a Talker throughout
the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke as He uses short, fictional stories called “parables” to share His
message in creative, thought~provoking and sometimes funny ways. We see Him being a Stalker in
Matthew 23 when He takes on the religious leaders boldly in the temple and challenges their belief system
and behavior without flinching. We see Jesus being a Buddy in John 4 when He broke cultural taboos
to talk to a Samaritan woman, treat her with dignity and respect, and share with her the “Living Water.”
Finally we see Jesus as a Brain in Luke 24 when, after His resurrection, He used passages in the Old
Testament to prove that He had to die and rise again from the dead. Jesus is the ultimate balance that you
should be seeking to achieve when it comes to sharing His message. What does this mean for you as you
recognize your sharing style? Three things…
1. Keep your eyes on Jesus.
As you grow and mature in Christ, you will find yourself “spilling over” into other styles. As the years pass,
strive to become more balanced, like Jesus, in sharing your faith.
2. Maximize your strengths and minimize your weaknesses.
Every style has built~in strengths and weaknesses. Whether you are bold, funny, relational or logical, use
it! Just realize your built~in weaknesses and minimize them as much as possible.
3. Learn to use different styles in different situations.
If you are a Buddy, and you are standing at a bus stop with a complete stranger, you do not have time to
build a friendship. Venture out and do what a Talker would do…Try to bring up the Gospel in a funny
or creative way! If you are a Stalker and you just became part of the basketball team, try not giving the
Gospel in the first team huddle. You have all season long. Try being a Buddy/Stalker mix. Aggressively
pursue one~on~one opportunities to build relationships, then bring the Gospel up.
A Final Thought
Although the Bible does not state that there are different styles of sharing the Gospel, these styles are
clearly seen throughout the New Testament. They are not hard and fast. You may find yourself using
a combination of a few of them. No one style is better than another. The goal is to minimize your
weaknesses, maximize your strengths and use your style to advance the good news of Jesus while finding
balance in your own style of evangelism.

Adapted from Dare 2 Share by Greg Stier. Published by Focus on the Family.
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The Bridge
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The Hand Illustration of the Gospel
Outline

Verse (NIV)

Symbol

Grace
A relationship
with God is a
free gift. It is not
earned or
deserved.

For the wages of sin is death, but the free
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.		
Romans 6:23
For by grace you have been saved, through
faith - and this not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God, not by works so that no
one can boast. 		
Ephesians 2:8-9

Hitching a free
ride~ representing
salvation is a free
gift.

Man
Man is a sinner.
Man cannot save
himself.

For all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God,
			Romans 3:23

One points at you
while three point
back at me ~symbolizes that I am
guilty.

Be perfect, therefore, as your heavelnly
Father is perfect.
			Matthew 5:48
God
God is merciful ~
He doesn’t want to
punish us.
God is just ~ He
must punish sin.

. . .God is love.		

Christ
Who He is: the infinite God~man.
What He did: He
died on the cross
and rose from the
dead.

In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God.			John 1:1
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each
of us has turned to his own way; and the
LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us
all.			Isaiah 53:6

We are the bride of
Christ ~illustrates
that Christ made it
possibe for us to be
united with God.

Faith
Trusting in Jesus
Christ alone for
eternal life.

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus,
and you will be saved - you and your
household.”
			Acts 16:31

The smallest finger
on your hand
is your pinkie
~teaching that
faith as small as
a mustard seed is
required.

1 John 4:8b

. . .yet He does not leave the guilty
unpunished;
			Exodus 34:7b

Adapted from Evangelism Explosion by D. James Kennedy
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The largest finger
on my hand
~represents the
greatest influence on
my life is God.

One ~ Verse Evangelism

Using Romans 6:23 ~ For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord

Introduction
1.
2.

3.

Use diagnostic questions, or
If a conversation turns to ‘spiritual topics’, ask the other person if he/she would like to understand
the basic theme of the Bible. If they are interested, then either draw him/her this picture 		
presentation of the bridge that will explain all sixty-six books of the Bible in a practical way that
can be easily understood.
Open your Bible to Romans 6:23 and ask the person to read the verse aloud to you.

Wages
Q:
A:
Q:

Sin
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

How would you define the term “wages?”
Wages are the reward we receive for what we have done.
How would you feel if your boss refused to pay you the wages that were due to you?
(Rom 3:23, Isaiah 53:6)
What do you think of when you hear the word ‘sin’?
How would a person have to live in order to get into Heaven?
Have you always lived a life like you just described?
At any point in your life has God seemed far away? But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he does not hear.
(Isaiah 59:2) Imagine that you agreed with your roommate on rules regarding how to use your
TV. What would happen if your roommate ignored the rules and broke your TV? Would that
create a separation or problem in your relationship?
Our sin creates a distance between God and us.

Death (Hebrews 9:27)
1.
2.
3.

Death means separation.
If a person chooses to reject God while he is alive, that separation will extend into eternity.
Separation from God will then be eternal (you will have no relationship with your Creator).

But The most important word in the verse because it indicates there is a hope for us all.
1.
2.

Gift
1.
2.
3.
4.

We heard about the bad news.
Now let’s look at God’s “good news.”

What is the difference between a ‘gift’ and a ‘wage’?
How do you feel towards someone who gives you an expensive gift?
How would you feel if you bought a special gift for a friend but they would not accept it without
first paying for it?
Focus on works vs. gifts: many believe they are going to Heaven based on works.
(Ephesians 2: 8-9, Titus 3:5, Isaiah 64:6)
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God (Matthew 5:48)
1.
2.
3.

All of us have sinned (Rom 3:23) but God is perfect and has not.
Why do you think God would want to give you a gift?
Why does anyone give someone a precious gift?

Eternal Life (1 John 5:11-13, John 5:24, John 3:16)
Q:
A:
A:
Q:

What do you think ‘eternal life’ is?
Eternal Life means a relationship with God forever.
Eternal Life starts now and goes on forever~ no sin can end it.
Are there any parts that I have explained that you do not understand or have questions about?

Christ Jesus (1 Peter 3:18, Romans 5:8, John 14:6)
1.
2.
3.

How can one attain eternal life with God?
Christ Jesus is the means by which we can obtain the gift of eternal life. No one can offer a gift
except the one who purchased it. He purchased it by paying for the gift with His life.
A person is dying and needs a heart, liver, etc… In order to receive the heart, he must accept/take
the donation.

Lord (Romans 10:9-10)
1.
2.

The gift is offered to everyone who makes Jesus Lord. For Jesus to be Lord, He has to have total
control of a person’s life.
He gains that control or becomes Lord, when a person does two things.

Confess & Surrender
1.
2.

Confessing means to agree with God that we are not perfect, that there are things in our lives that
are wrong, and that we want Christ to forgive us as we turn away from our sin. (Acts 3:19)
To surrender means to allow Christ the final authority in our lives and to live in order to please
Him and not us. We completely turn our hearts, minds, will, emotions, and soul over to Jesus.

Crossing the Bridge
1.
2.
3.

As a person confesses and surrenders, he passes across the bridge. He begins a relationship with
God and starts to experience a new and eternal life.
On the basis of what I have explained: What must a person do to have a relationship with God and
have eternal life?
If you were to place yourself on the bridge, where would you be?

Adapted from Discipleship Journal, issue 34. by Randy Raysbrook
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One ~ Paper Evangelism

How would you like to learn to present the Gospel with a single blank piece of paper?

The Folding Process
Cut or tear down
the middle of this
last shape

1. The Story of Christ on the Cross
Tell the story of the cross with seven points:
1.
The cross for Christ
2.
The hole dug for the cross
3.
The subscription written on the cross
4.
The dice used by the soldiers to gamble
for Jesus’ clothes
5.
The repentant thief who asked to be
remembered
6.
The unrepentant thief who turned his
face from Jesus
7.
The Roman soldier’s spear which
pierced Jesus’ side

Scripture references to the story of the cross: Matthew 27, Mark 15, Luke 23, John 19

2. Are You Eternally Separated or Joined with Christ?

						 OR

Romans 6:23 ~ For the wages of sin is death, 		
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 		
Jesus our Lord.						

“I” is placed on top of the letter “I” in “life,”
showing that a personal decision must be made
to receive “life” in Jesus Christ.
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3. Make Christ the Altar of Your Life
1 Corinthians 3:16 ~ Do you not know that you are a temple
of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
The new nature in Jesus Christ may be likened to His people
within us.
Romans 1:21 ~ Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.
In our lives there must always be an identification of the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
John 8:12 ~ ...I am the light of the world; he who follows Me
will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.
Remember to walk constantly in His light.

4. Will You Be a Light Hidden or a Light to Shine?

Matthew 5:14-16 ~ “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let
your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in
heaven.” This is a challenge to witness publicly.
A hidden light?						
						

Or a light for all to see?

						

Adapted from The Fisherman’s Basket byNoel C. Gibson
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Evangelism Explosion Outline
I. Introduction

A. Your Secular Life
B. Your Church Background
C. Our Church (their impression)
D. Testimony ~ church and/or personal
			Transition ~ May I ask you a question?
E. Two Diagnostic Questions
1. Have you come to the place in your spiritual life where you know for certain that if

				 you were to die today you would go to Heaven, or is that something you would 		
				 say you are still working on? (I John 5:13)
Transition ~ May I share…Before I do, let me ask you a second question.
2. Suppose you were to die today, stand before God and He were to say to you, “Why
		
should I let you into My Heaven?”, what would you say? (Repeat and confirm answer)
Transition ~ When you answered that first question, I thought I had some good
			
news for you. After hearing your answer to this second question, I know that I
			
have the greatest news you have ever heard.

II. The Gospel

A. Grace
1. Heaven is a free gift (Romans 6:23)
2. It is not earned or deserved (Ephesians 2:8-9); like a gift from a friend
			Transition ~ The Bible helps us clearly understand what God says about man.
B. Man
1. Man is a sinner (Romans 3:23); Sin defined; 3 sins daily = 1095 sins yearly = guilty
2. Cannot save himself (Matthew 5:48); Would you eat an omelet with only one bad egg?;

		

Do you see why it is impossible?
			Transition ~ The Bible reveals to us the greatness of God in relation to sinful man.
C. God
1. God is merciful…therefore does not want to punish us (I John 4:8b)
2. God is just…therefore must punish sin (Exodus 34:7b)
			Transition ~ God solved this problem in the person of Jesus Christ.
D. Christ
1. Who He is ~ the infinite God~Man (John 1:1, 14 and 20:28)
2. What He did ~ He died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for our

		

sins and to purchase a place in Heaven for us; Record book (Isaiah 53:6)

		

Beggar’s hand and gratitude

			Transition ~ This gift is received by faith.
E. Faith ~ The Key to Heaven
1. What it is not ~ mere intellectual assent; The Devil (James 2:19), Mere temporal faith
2. What it is ~ trusting in Jesus Christ alone for eternal life (Acts 16:31); The chair, 		

III. Commitment

A. Transition ~ Does this make sense to you?

B. Commitment ~ Would you like to receive the gift of eternal life?
Adapted from Evangelism Explosion by D. James Kenedy.
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The Romans
Road
Romans 3:10

as it is written, ‘There is none righteous, not even one;’

Romans 3:23

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Romans 5:12

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin,
and so death spread to all men because all sinned

Romans 6:23

For the wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates His own love towards us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 8:1

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

Romans 10:9

that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart
that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved

Romans 10:10

for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness,
and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.

Romans 10:13

for ‘Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.’
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The Way of the Master
One method of sharing the Gospel is by using the Ten Commandments to help an unbeliever realize his
guilt. The following four questions can lead you through this Gospel presentation.
Would you consider yourself to be a good person?
Most likely you will find that they have done something in their life that they feel bad about. Otherwise,
expect them to say, “I’m a pretty good person.” This reveals their proud self~righteousness. Now you are
ready to use the Law (as expressed in the Ten Commandments) to humble them.
Do you think you have kept the Ten Commandments?
Some will say yes, others will say that they have not. Either way, you simply continue by sying, “Let’s take
a look at a few and see.” You may want to start with the ninth commandment (“You shall not bear false
witness againt your neighbor”), because most people will readily admit to having lied ~ at least once. Next,
you may want to ask about stealing, then adultery (lust), then taking the Lord’s name in vain. A one-word
summary of the Ten Commandments is God, idol, murder, Sabbath, parents, kill, adultry, steal, lie, covet
(Ex. 20:1~17 and Deut. 5:7~21).
On the Day of Judgment, if God judges you by the Ten Commandments, will you be
innocent or guilty?
They must understand and confess their guilt if they are ever to come to Jesus. Here is how to help them
do that:
Them: “I’m a pretty good person.”
You: “You just told me that you broke God’s commandments. By your own admission, you are a
lying thief, an adulterer at heart, a murderer, and a blasphemer. Think about it. Will you be innocent or
guilty?”
Destiny- will you go to Heaven or Hell?
People won’t be offended, because you are simply asking a question rather than telling them where they are
going. If the person admits that the possibility of going to hell does concern him, only at that point should
you present the Gospel. If you are able to detect humility (the person is no longer justifying and defending
himself ), you now have the glorious pleasure of sharing the Good News.
Begin your presentation of the Gospel this way: “Do you know what God did for you so that you wouldn’t
have to go to hell? He provided a way for you to be forgiven. The question is, how do you obtain this forgiveness?” This is the time to magnify the love of God to the sinner. If he is willing to confess and turn from
his sins and trust the Savior for his eternal salvation, have him pray and ask God to forgive him.
Make sure the person has a Bible, and encourage him to read it daily and obey what he reads. Also, encourage him to get into a Bible-believing, Christ-centered church.
If the person does not invite you to pray with him, let him go on his way, but encourage him to think
deeply about your conversation and to get his heart right with the Lord as soon as possible. You can leave
him in the hands of a faithful God.
Adapted from The Way of the Master by Krik Cameron and Ray Comfort
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3 Highs & 3 Lows Testimony
Use the upper line to think of the high points of your life, and use the lower line to think of the low points
of your life. On the middle line in chronological order, put the three highest points and the three lowest
points, the high points above the line and the low points below the line. Use this to give a testimony about
God’s work in your life.
Found how to
Wonderful
serve God
College
youth retreat
fellowship
Learned
group
to pray

Birth

Now

Birth

Now

Birth

Parents
divorced

Now
Doubt
about
faith

Child born,
many changes
Depression

Adapted from course Caring Evangelism: How to Live and Share Christ’s Love, Leader’s Guide ©
1992 by Stephen Ministries. All rights reserved. For more information on this resource log onto www.
stephenministries.org
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How to Do Your Personal
Testimony
The personal testimony is a time~honored and effective method of evangelism. The skeptic may deny your
doctrine or attack your church, but he cannot honestly ignore the fact that your life has been changed. He
may stop his ears to the presentations of a preacher and the pleadings of an evangelist, but he is somehow
attracted to the human~interest story of how you found peace within.
On six separate occasions between Paul’s third missionary journey and his trip to Rome, he stood before
audiences and presented Christ to them (Acts 22~26). Six times he stood alone. Six times he addressed
unbelievers, many of them hostile and rude. Do you know the method Paul used each time? He used his
personal testimony. Each time he spoke, he shared how the invasion of Christ and the indwelling of His
power had changed his own life. Not once did he argue or debate with them. Not once did he preach a
sermon. Why? One of the most convincing, unanswerable arguments on earth regarding Christianity is
one’s personal experience with the Lord Jesus Christ. No persuasive technique will ever take the place of
your personal testimony. We challenge you to spend some time thinking through and then presenting the
way God saved you along with the exciting results of His presence in your life.
Five suggestions as helpful guidelines for preparing and giving your life story...
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

You want to be listened to, so be interesting. It’s a contradiction to talk about how exciting Christ
is in an uninteresting way. Work on your wording, flow of thought, and key terms. Stay away from
religious clichés and hard~to~understand terminology.
You want to be understood, so be logical. Think of your salvation in three phases and construct
your testimony accordingly. Start with life before Christ. Then, move into the decision that 		
brought you to Christ. Finally, discuss the changes in your life and heart after you received Christ.
Try not to focus heavily on sin or life before Christ. Emphasize the second and third phases 		
because they show how your life has changed.
You want the moment of your new birth to be clear, so be specific. Don’t be vague regarding how
you became a Christian. Speak of Christ, not a church. Refer to the decision made, the moment of
time when you received the Lord. Be simple and direct. Emphasize faith more than feeling.
You want your testimony to be used, so be practical. Be human and honest as you talk. Don’t
promise that all of life’s problems will be solved. Let a simple life story invite the
listener’s attention.
You want your testimony to produce results, so be warm and gentle. A smile breaks down more
barriers than the hammer blows of cold, hard facts. Be friendly and sincere. Let your enthusiasm
flow freely. It’s hard to convince another person of the sheer joy and excitement of knowing Christ
if you’re wearing a jail~warden face. Above all, be positive and courteous.

Example Outline
A.

Introduction
1. Introduce yourself.
2. Describe your life and your worldview before becoming a Christian.
		 a. How did you make sense of life?
		 b. What was your view of sin, God, and Jesus?
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		 c. What were your major life motivations?
B.
How you came to Christ
1. What or whom did God use to lead you toward Jesus?
2. Tell the story!
C.
How your life changed after Christ
1. What changes happened in your life because of your relationship with Jesus?
2. Explain how you know for certain that you have eternal life.

Example Testimony

My name is Kendra, and I want to tell you what the Lord has done in my life. My life is now committed
to helping others understand who Jesus is, but that is not who I was. I grew up with a Christian mom,
and a dad who was searching spiritually. Farm-raised and simple, the knowledge of God was not a part
of my life. I relied on affirmation from my family to fill deep insecurities. When I got into trouble or felt
rejected, I would hide and repeat to myself how much they hated me. Unfortunately, I believed these lies
and became emotionally estranged from my family.
As a preteen, I attended a youth group with my cousins. I was told very simply about Jesus, how He died
on the cross so my sins could be forgiven. I believed in Jesus and immediately felt an unexplainable peace
in my heart. Yet, I did not know what faith in Jesus looked like outside of a church. The truth of Christ
made no impact on daily life.
My family moved from Missouri to Kansas, and the Lord drew me into a church family. I attended church
weekly with a friend and began to learn about walking with Christ. The church family showed me how
to be a disciple of Christ. I began to grow as a baby Christian—turning away from sin, loving God, and
loving people. The peace I felt in my heart the day I believed in Jesus was finally able to affect my life!
Unfortunately, I had trouble relating to a Heavenly Father because of the lies I believed about how my
family hated me. It took many years to break the habits and beliefs established when I was a child. But the
Lord Jesus has been faithful to help me learn more about Him through having a church family, studying
the Bible, and prayer.
I have the gift of eternal life through faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior. Upon this foundation my heart is
affirmed, and I am free to love as I have been loved.
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Answering Common Questions
There are common objections people express when confronted by the Gospel. In his book, I’m Glad You
Asked: In Depth Answers to Difficult Questions About Christianity, Kenneth Boa proposes twelve “mostasked” questions of Christianity, cataloging them into three areas: (1) general objections to religion, (2)
specific objections to Christianity and (3) problems of clarification regarding the Gospel.

General Objections
1. Existence of God
There are only three possible answers to the question, “Does God exist?” They are, “No” (Atheism),
“Maybe” (Agnosticism), or, “Yes” (Theism). There are convincing arguments that show not only
the existence of God, but also that God has made Himself knowable.
Atheism as a philosophy is an impossible position to hold while being philosophically true. The simple
proof against atheism begins by asking the athiest to imagine all the possible knowledge of the universe.
Draw a large circle on a piece of paper ~ this represents the sum of all universal knowledge.
Place a dot within the circle. The dot represents the full extent of any one person’s knowledge. The
question is, “If the dot represents the fullest extent of personal knowledge (or even the sum of all human
knowledge), how could it be stated as a sure fact that God does not exist?” It cannot! The result is that
at the very best a person cannot philosophically hold to a position of Atheism, only Agnosticism ~ that it
cannot be known whether God exists.
Which is better? To say that God may exist but cannot be known, or to say God does not exist at all?
Either position erodes the foundation of truth, morality, human dignity, purposefulness, and the meaning
of life. These morph from being ‘eternal, self~evident’ concepts to being culturally and individually
defined. The end result is disagreement and conflict over what truth, morality, human dignity and the
purpose of life are. Only in a belief in a revealed, personal, loving God can these concepts find their
proper definition and application. What then are the arguments for the existence of a God who has made
Himself knowable?
•

•

Cosmological Argument ~ This argument begins by defining the four possible positions to
take concerning the universe.
(1) The universe is illusion.
(2) The universe is eternal in and of itself.
(3) The universe came from nothing.
(4) The universe was created by an eternal, all~powerful God.
The universe as illusion is a self~defeating argument. The claim that all things are unreal lacks
logical consistency, making the claim itself unreal. Science has proven both that the universe 		
cannot be eternal in and of itself and that the universe could not have come from nothing, for
something cannot come from nothing. All that is left, then, is that God must have created the
universe and that this proves the existence of God.
Ontological Argument ~ The argument states that it is greater for something to exist in the
mind and in reality. Nothing can be thought of that is greater than God. If God existed in
the mind only and not in reality then something greater than God could be imagined and have
existence and therefore be greater. If nothing can be thought of that is greater than God, then God
must exist in both the mind and in reality.
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•

•

•

Teleological Argument ~ This argument points to the order and design of creation to
prove that a Creator must exist. There exists in nature components which are made of parts that
have no other use in creation. They could not have evolved and then come together to produce
that component; therefore that component is the result of an intelligent Designer. Also in support
of this argument is the idea that creation was not simply designed specifically to sustain life but to
benevolently enrich the life it sustains.
Anthropological Argument ~ This argues the existence of God from the existence
and attributes of man. The personality, intellect, feelings and will of man argue for the 		
existence of a greater Designer of man. For how can an impersonal nature have produced man
with personal attributes?
Argument from Causality ~ All things are a result of cause and effect. If one follows the trail
of cause and effect back to the beginning, there must be a first cause. Which philosophy has called
the Prime Cause, or Prime Mover. If there were no Prime Mover then there could be none of the
effects which became causes, which have resulted in all that exists today. Therefore there must be
a Prime Mover which existed without being caused and subsequently has caused all things. That
Prime Mover is God.

These arguments show that God exists. God has made Himself known, for in the very things that prove
God’s existence can be found God’s character. Furthermore, the Bible adds that nature itself is a revelation
from God (Psalm 19). The Bible is the specific revealed Word of God given to man instructing him in
knowing God and following God (2 Tim 3:16).
A final thought to add to any discussion on the existence of God is “Pascal’s Wager.” Assume logic cannot
decide on the existence of God and that one must wager. On the one side is that God exists and should be
believed, on the other is that God does not exist and there is no reason to believe in God. How should
one bet? If one were to bet on the existence of God and find that to be untrue then nothing is lost.
However, if one were to bet that God did not exist and find out that God did exist then all is lost. Which
way will you wager?
2. Miracles
Behind the question of miracles is often the assumption that anything that cannot be proven or replicated
by science cannot have occurred. This is a false assumption. First, there are many things we observe in the
universe that we cannot create or explain using our scientific knowledge and technology. The question is
not whether miracles can be replicated, but if they have they been observed. Scientific method is not an
exclusive method for proving observations. They may also be proven by showing their historicity.
Really the question of miracles is settled by the question of the existence of God. If God exists and is the
creator of the universe then miracles are possible! The One who caused something to come from nothing
can cause things in His created realm to occur as He wishes. There is no demeaning of God in His
involvement in miracles ~ their purpose is to reveal Him. Miracles do not destroy the orderly fabric of
nature; rather they are merely events in which the Creator and Sustainer of order intervenes to cause
unexpected events to occur.
It is important to note that the miracles in the Bible are clustered around three time periods: Moses and
Joshua, Elijah and Elisha, and Jesus Christ. These are the times in which God is revealing His message for
His people ~ the Law, the Prophets, and the New Testament. The miracles serve as signs to authenticate
the message.
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3. Psychological Crutch
A crutch conjures up the notion of a clumsy device to help a person lurch through life. The word crutch
has negative connotations when applied to religion. A crutch assumes the presence of a problem or need,
and the supply of aid. In this view a person incorporates religion into their life in order to aid them in
meeting some psychological, emotional or social need. Often, people who hold this view will admit that it
seems beneficial to those who use the crutch, but a stronger individual can live life without the aid religion
provides. They say it is important to realize that although religion can be a crutch for some people, this
does not mean it is a crutch to all people. The issue is whether or not objective reasons for the Christian
belief exist. Those who hold religion to be a crutch make religion subjective, by inference removing any
objectively valid reasons for being religious.
The Bible is the one set of religious writings in the world that has made itself verifiable. In its pages
are events that archaeology and history have verified and continue to verify. If the Bible is found to be
objectively true historically, then it has a lot to say objectively about our lives today. Man lives in sin apart
from Christ, and yet God provided a Cure, not a crutch, for the death of His judgment. Christians should
not claim that Christianity is true because they experienced it, but rather that Christianity is true and their
experience confirms it.

Specific Objections
4. Reliability of the Bible
There is a tremendous amount of information available on the validity and trustworthiness of the Bible,
some of the best and most concise of which is found in Josh McDowell’s Evidence That Demands a
Verdict. Over 40 different authors including a king, herdsman, fisherman, and tax collector wrote the
Bible. The authors range from educated to uneducated and from rich to poor. The Bible was written in
three languages in three different continents over a period of 1500 to 1800 years. It includes narratives,
history, poetry, biography, drama, exposition, letters, parables, prophecy, sermons, narrative stories, and
wisdom literature. With all of this taken into account, it is assured that it would be humanly impossible to
produce a document that demonstrates cohesion from one book to the next and in which every part agrees
with the other. Yet this is exactly what one finds in the Bible.
The argument often raised to this is that over time authors have changed what was written in the Bible
to maintain its coherence and portray a specific message, especially in New Testament times. In response
to this it is noted that of the ancient works readily accepted as historical ~ such as the works of Plato,
Aristotle, Caesar or Tacitus ~ we have only from 1 to 20 copies of the manuscripts. However, for the Bible
there exist over 5,000 Greek manuscripts, about 8,000 Latin manuscripts, and another 1,000 manuscripts
in other languages. Additionally, there are tens of thousands of Scriptural citations in the writings of the
early church fathers, often enough to reconstruct large portions of Scripture from those writings alone.
The quality of these copies is also very reliable. Of the New Testament, 99.5 % of the text that exists
today can be considered accurate, the other .5 percent having no effect on the understanding of any major
Biblical doctrines. Finally, whereas with other ancient documents there is often a gap of hundreds to even
1,000 years between the original writing and the earliest existing manuscripts, that gap shrinks down to
being from less than 100 years to no more than 200 years regarding New Testament texts.
5. Suffering and evil
“Sometimes the problem of evil is put to the Christian in the form of a complex question, ‘If God is good,
then He must not be powerful enough to deal with all the evil and injustice in the world since it is still
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going on. If He is powerful enough to stop wrongdoing then He Himself must be an evil God since He’s
not doing anything about it even though He has the capability. Is He a bad God or a God that is not all
powerful?’
The Scriptures make it plain that God did not create the world in the state in which it is now, but evil
came as a result of the selfishness of man. The Bible says that God is a God of love and He desired to
create a person and eventually a race that would love Him. But genuine love cannot exist unless freely
given through free choice and will, and thus man was given the choice to accept God’s love or to reject
it. This choice made the possibility of evil become very real. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they
did not choose something God created, but, by their choice, they brought evil into the world. God is not
evil, nor did He create evil.” Man brought evil upon himself by selfishly choosing his own way apart from
God’s way.
The result of man’s freewill and ability to choose to live God’s way or his own way is ultimately the cause
of evil and suffering. Through Adam’s choice to sin, man and creation experienced a fall from perfection
and now are imperfect. Thus man is plagued by the environment, nature, and his fellow man. The great
news is that all of the evil in this world is temporary and will be destroyed when God comes again and
recreates the earth for those who have trusted Him and placed their faith in Christ.
God is good, and because of His goodness He does not force men to be good by overriding the free will
that He gave. God is powerful enough to stop all wrongdoing. He will, in fact, stop all evil and punish
evildoers in the Last Day. It is His goodness that allows the world to continue on, even with the evil that
exists in it, that all those who would come to have faith in Christ might be saved from eternal wrath.
6. Christ the Only Way
It is popular in today’s society to assert that, “What is true for you is true for you but not for me.” In other
words, what you experience as true is good and beneficial for you but it does not hold true for me and I
will live by another set of rules that is true for me. The problem with this position is that it assumes that
there is no absolute standard of truth in existence. The question, “Does God exist?”, has established God
does exist, He is a personal God, and has revealed Himself. Since there is a God then there are objective
standards which establish truth and untruth in the world ~ the standards He has set forth. Truth cannot
be based upon human emotion or subjectivity.
God has made Himself known, and through this revelation we understand His rules for reaching Heaven.
God’s specific revelation to man comes in the form of His Word, the Bible. The Bible reveals that man
was created pure, but chose to rebel. Thereby he came to inherit a sinful nature from one generation to
the next. As the sovereign ruler of creation, God was required to punish man’s sin and had full authority
to set that penalty as His nature required. The punishment for sin required by God’s holiness is death and
separation from God. Only a sinless individual could pay for the sins of men and allow entry into Heaven.
The problem is that no man lives a sinless life. Although God’s holiness resulted in this bleak situation,
His love and mercy would not allow it to last. He provided for His Son to become a man, live a sinless
life and die for the sins of the world. This was the only way for God to provide for the sins of man to be
paid for. Therefore, belief and faith in Jesus Christ is the only way for a man to enter into Heaven upon
his death. No other method of religion or morality accomplishes this, for at the heart of all of them is a
reliance of each man upon his own ability to fulfill whatever standards have been set. God requires that
we rely upon the completed work of Jesus Christ, affirmed by His resurrection from the dead ~ something
that no other historical religion or religious leader can claim.
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7. Those who never heard
This is a question that one will often come across as an objection to Christianity. The question is hard for
most Christians to answer. In view is whether or not God is fair for judging those who never heard the
gospel, whether because they lived before the time of Christ or because the gospel message of Christ never
reached their shores.
This assumes that those who have never heard the message of Christ are ignorant of God, unaccountable,
and should not be judged by God in the same manner as those who have heard and rejected. It is false to
believe this, as Paul reveals early in his letter to the Romans. Romans 1:20 tells us that the heavens declare
God making His nature and power known (Psalm 19). As a result, man is without excuse. In addition,
man’s evil heart refuses to seek or to honor God (Romans 1:21~23; 3:10~12). Creation comprises the
external revelation God has given that man should know Him. He provided internal revelation as well
in men inherently knowing that there is a God and an eternity (Ecclesiastes 3:11, Romans 1:18, 19; James
3:9; Psalms 14:1). Man cannot claim to be without revelation of God. Realize that Christianity did not
develop out of a morass of tribal and polytheistic religions; rather monotheism was the only and original
religion. All other religions are a result of the heart of man refusing to honor God.
In addition to the issue of knowing God, there is knowledge of sin. The Bible instructs us on this. Even
the man who does not know the letter of God’s law inherently knows a morality of right and wrong.
Romans 2 describes how that man comes under the judgment of God unless he has followed that moral
code perfectly. No one can say that they have lived perfectly, and thus all have “fallen short of God’s glory”
and are under judgment.
Last is the question of knowing the solution ~ Jesus Christ. Possessing a knowledge of God and a
knowledge of one’s own sin should bring any person to acknowledge his need before God and a desire to
place himself under the mercy of the Creator. God promises over and over in Scripture that whoever seeks
Him will find Him. Mission work is replete with miraculous stories of individuals who sought for God
in places His name was not yet known…and God met them! God is actively looking for those who are
seeking Him.
8. Hypocrites
Another objection raised against Christians and Christianity is the charge of hypocrisy. Some will take
events such as the Crusades, Inquisition, Salem witch trials, or other perceived slights, and will attempt to
bring down all of Christianity by the bad actions done in its name. Behind the charge of hypocrisy is the
thought that Christianity is false because of these hypocritical actions, real or imagined.
The sinful actions of some do not negate Christianity at all. First, there is a distinction between those
who profess to be Christians and those who genuinely are Christian. Second, Christians do not claim to
be perfect, but the Christian life involves a striving unto perfection, which may only be obtained when
glorified in resurrection with Christ. Lastly, all sin is not hypocrisy. Many Christians sin and are open
about their failings. Hypocrisy, by definition, is the act of saying one thing and doing another.

Problems of Clarification
9. Good works
Can good works get a person to Heaven? Many of the world’s major religions teach, “Yes.” Christianity
alone teaches that grace, not good deeds, is the means for salvation. There are four major problems with
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any system that bases itself upon the doing of good deeds.
(1) Any system based on good deeds is inherently arbitrary. Who sets the standard to be followed?
How well do the practices have to be followed in order to qualify for Heaven? If it is impossible for
anyone to meet the requirements perfectly, who is the arbiter of doing well enough? These are just a few of
the questions that must be asked.
(2) A system based on good deeds cannot offer any assurance of going to Heaven. Ask almost
anyone; they will consider themselves good enough to go to Heaven. People innately place the cutoff
point just below themselves. In effect, if good deeds are the measuring stick, no one knows who is good
enough and who is not. No one knows who will or will not go to Heaven!
(3) Any system based on good deeds asks God to approve of evil. To allow any standard less than
the perfection of God’s holiness to qualify people for Heaven is to admit people who are flawed ~ who are
sinful ~ and thus ask God to approve of unrighteousness.
(4) Any system that allows that people go to Heaven based upon good works blatently contradicts
the witness of Scripture. Verses such as Romans 3:20, 4:4~5, Galatians 3:11, Titus 3:5, and Ephesians
2:8~9 are just a few of the many teaching that man does not qualify for Heaven based upon his good
works, but does so by faith in Christ and on the merit of His substitutionary death on the cross.
10. Too simple
Many feel that it is too easy to simply accept that they cannot get themselves to Heaven by any means,
that they only accept Christ’s death on the cross in their place, and that His shed blood is the payment
for their sins before God. However, this is the simple beauty of the Gospel. Many will point out that if
it were so easy, they could say that they believed and live life as they pleased. Romans 6:1-2 answers this
question. Paul writes there is no way a person who truly understands the nature of the judgment Christ
lifted from them can live a life blatantly going against how God asks ~ even commands ~ His people to
live. Someone who truly understands will always desire to live a life pleasing to God and in keeping with
His principles. Mere mental assent is not enough for one to go to heaven, even Satan and the demons
acknowledge Christ but are not saved. It is actually harder for a person to accept the Gospel than it is
to live a life in which they are their own judge as to their righteousness. People ~ especially Americans ~
value their freedom, individuality, and “right” to the pursuit of “life, liberty, and…happiness.” To bow
before a holy God and acknowledge the giving up of all rights to live according to His plans and purposes
is often too difficult a choice to make.
11. Meaning of believe
As already indicated, it is not enough to simply assent to a belief in the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ, or even to assent to the message of the Gospel. One must appropriate that truth, or receive it, and
make it a reality of belief in his life. So what is belief? In the middle ages there were three terms used to
denote different levels of believing: (1) noticia ~ to observe facts objectively, (2) assesntia ~ to acknowledge
a truth intellectually, and (3) fiducia (faith) ~ to receive a solution personally. On the first level, a person
notices the facts. On the second, a person acknowledges that the facts are likely true. Only on the third
level does a person put his trust in the facts. To borrow the old illustration, you can acknowledge the
fact that a chair will hold a person, you can assent that it is true that a chair will hold a person, but only
at the point you sit in the chair do you receive that truth with faith. It is the same with the Gospel. You
must have faith in the message of the Gospel to personally apply it to your life with all the attached
ramifications. Mere intellectual assent ~ noticia ~ will not qualify a person as Christian, or as one who
may enter Heaven.
12. Assurance
Some may question whether or not a person can be assured that they will go to Heaven even after
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accepting the message of the Gospel in true belief. They argue several reason.
(1) Did the person chose to have faith in Christ? Couldn’t he choose to stop having faith? However,
one must be suspect whether a person ever actually had true faith who now claims to no longer have faith.
To have doubts does not equate with a loss of faith. Wrestling with difficult questions and doubts often
helps to solidify the basis of a believer’s faith.
(2) Can a Christian live in sin? Doesn’t sin disqualify them? Sin does not disqualify the Christian
from Heaven. The Christian will seek to live a life free from sin, with the Lord continually showing him
where his imperfections lie. Also, like all people, Christians still have the choice to be disobedient!
(3) What if a Christian does not do the works he ought? Doesn’t he have to do certain things to keep his
position with God? We have already established above that works do not qualify a person for Heaven so it
stands to reason that the lack thereof will not disqualify him. A Christian’s relationship with God is based
on Christ, not himself.
With those objections removed, what does the Bible say about a believer’s assurance? Start with the
following passages: John 3:16; 5:24; 6:37, 44; 10:28~29; Romans 8:1, 16; 8:29~35, 38~39; Ephesians
1:4; 1:13~14; Colossians 1:12~14; 1 Peter 1:3~4; 1 John 2:1; and 1 John 5:13. The plain testimony of
Scripture is that those who come to have faith in Christ and receive the true message of the Gospel can be
confident of their salvation!

Adapted from I’m Glad You Asked: In Depth Answers to Difficult Questions About Christianity by
Kenneth Boa
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Conversational Bridging

How would you turn common conversational clichés into heavenly talk? Believe it or not, many people
are interested in things like life and death, Heaven and Hell, God or no God, good and evil. The key?
Find out about their spiritual journey by turning conversation into spiritual things. For most people,
however, this transition can be awkward. For some, it is downright scary! We often make it more difficult
than it is. Keep a few principles in mind and develop a flexible strategy to remove any fears.
Create a Casual Atmosphere and Convey Genuine Concern
Talk to them about what they know and are interested in: family, job, background. People respond to
sincere interest, so listen, encourage, and identify with them.
Be Encouraged By Openness
Assume their openness to talk about spiritual things. Often God will have already been cultivating their
openness, and you may do some reaping. At other times, more cultivating is necessary. People are in
different places spiritually. In John 4 Jesus says, “Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields
for they are already white for the harvest! For in this the saying is true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you
to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labors.”
Plow and Pursue
Dive into the conversation! Give your full attention to the person and keep them talking. As long as
they are talking, you have the opportunity to listen, think, and turn the conversation to a spiritual topic.
There is not just one way to turn a conversation to spiritual things. There are as many ways as there are
people. Be sensitive and responsive. If you will have future opportunities with the person, start small and
continue the conversation until the time is right to present Christ.
Ask Intentional Questions
Ask types of questions that move the conversation from the general to the specific and from the secular to
the spiritual. Possible questions to turn the conversation to spiritual things include~
Where are you from? Do you come from a large family? What brought you to this area? Do you
have other family members nearby? What does your daily work involve? Do you ever go to 		
church? If so, are you active in your church? Are you a spiritual person? What do you believe
about God? Where are you spiritually? What do you believe a person must do to go to Heaven?
Do you think it’s possible for a person to know for sure that they are going to Heaven?
Use Transition Questions
Ask types of specific questions that enable you to transition into the Gospel.
~ May I ask you a more personal question?
~ Based on your involvement in church…concern for life after death…current world view, have you come
to the point where if you die, do you know you’d go to Heaven? Or are you somewhere along the way?
~ If you were to die and stand before God and He asked you, “Why should I let you into Heaven?” what
would you tell Him?
~ Has anyone ever taken a Bible and shown you how you can know you’re going to Heaven? May I?
(Getting permission is key…it gives you the right to present Christ.)
Present the Gospel
We recommend the Bad News/Good News, or any method that presents that we come to God as sinners,
recognize Christ died for our sins and arose, and trust in Christ alone as our only way to Heaven.
Remember, you will not learn to evangelize by learning how to turn a conversation to spiritual
things. You will learn how to turn a conversation to spiritual things by evangelizing!
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Guidelines for Child Evangelism
Common Pitfalls in Evangelizing Children
Over~simplifying the Gospel of Christ

Because a child’s comprehension is less developed than an adult’s, the temptation is to over~simplify the
message of the Gospel when evangelizing children. Sometimes this stems from canned or programmed
approaches to child evangelism, which often abbreviate the Gospel, downplay the demands, or leave out
key aspects altogether.
Put simply, children must be able to understand the Gospel clearly before they can be saved. This involves
grasping concepts such as good, evil, sin, punishment, repentance, faith, God’s holiness, wrath against sin,
the deity of Christ, His atonement for sin, the resurrection and Lordship of Christ. While parents need
to use terminology children can comprehend and clearly communicate, when the Scripture talks about
teaching spiritual truth, the emphasis is on the thoroughness (Deut. 6:6-7). Oversimplification is a greater
danger than giving too much detail.

Coercing a profession of faith

After over~simplifying the Gospel, many parents solicit some kind of active response to the message.
A show of hands in a group setting, a rote repetition of the sinner’s prayer on mother’s lap, or almost
anything may be counted as a positive response. Often times, such methodology consists of nothing more
that coercion and manipulation.
If parents prod their children to “faith” by external pressure, their “conversion” will prove to be spurious.
Rather that getting their children to pray the sinner’s prayer or enticing them into a superficial response,
parents should faithfully, patiently, and completely teach them the Gospel, praying for their salvation,
always bearing in mind that God is the One who saves. There is no need to pressure or coerce a confession
from the mouth of a child. Genuine repentance will bring forth its own confession as the Lord opens the
heart in response to the Gospel.

Assuming the reality of regeneration

The next pitfall is assuming a child’s positive response to the Gospel is full-fledged saving faith. The
temptation is to regard regeneration as a settled matter because of an outward indication that the child
has believed. One cannot assume that every profession of faith reflects genuine work of God in the heart
(Matt 7:21-23). Children often respond positively to the Gospel for a host of reasons, many of which
are unrelated to any awareness of sin or real understanding of spiritual truth. Many children profess faith
because of peer pressure at church or a desire to please parents.
In addition, Scripture indicates children to be immature (1Cor. 13:11; 14:20), naïve (Prov. 1:4), foolish
(Prov. 22:15), capricious (Isa. 3:4), inconsistent and fickle (Matt. 11:16-17), and unstable and easily
deceived (Eph. 4:14). Children often think they have understood the ramification of a given commitment
when they have not. Their judgment is shallow; their ability to see the implications of decisions is very
weak. Despite the best intentions, they seldom have the ability to think far beyond tomorrow. This makes
children more vulnerable to self~deception, making it more difficult for a parent to discern God’s saving
work in their hearts.
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For this reason, only when a child’s stated convictions and beliefs are tested by circumstances in life as he
matures, do parents begin to learn more conclusively the spiritual direction he has chosen. While many
children may make a genuine commitment to Christ, many others, perhaps most, do not come to an
adequate understanding of the Gospel until their teen~age years. Others who profess Christ in childhood
turn away. It is only appropriate, then, that parents move cautiously in affirming a profession of faith and
not hastily taking any show of commitment as decisive proof of conversion.

Assuring the child of salvation

After becoming convinced their child is saved, many parents seek to give that child verbal assurance of his
salvation. As consequence, the church is filled with teen-agers and adults with hearts devoid of real love
for Christ, thinking they are genuine Christians because of something they did as children.
It is the role of the Holy Spirit ~ not the parent ~ to give assurance of salvation (Rom. 8:15-16). Too many
people whose hearts are utterly cold to things of the Lord believe they are going to Heaven simply because
they responded positively as children to an evangelistic invitation. Having “asked Jesus to come into their
hearts,” they were then given a false assurance, taught never to examine themselves and never to entertain
any doubt about their salvation.

Rushing the ordinance of baptism

A final pitfall for many parents is having the child baptized immediately after he professes faith. Although
Scripture commands that believers be baptized (Matt. 28:19; Acts 2:38), it is best not to rush into the
ordinance in the case of a child. As previously stated, it is extremely difficult to recognize genuine
salvation in children. Rather than rushing them into baptism, it is wiser to take the ongoing opportunity
to interact with them and wait for more significant evidence of lasting commitment. If a child cannot say
enough in a testimony to make it reasonably clear that he understands and embraces the Gospel, baptism
should wait and further instruction should begin.

Foundational Keys to Evangelizing Children

It is not enough for parents simply to avoid these common pitfalls ~ they must also seek to put into
practice the following keys to child evangelism.

Setting a Consistent Example of Godliness

Evangelizing children consists not simply of verbalizing the Gospel with one’s mouth, but also of
exemplifying it in one’s life. As parents explain the truths of God’s Word, children have the unique
opportunity to observe their lives up close to see whether they seriously believe what they are teaching.
When parents are faithful not only to proclaim, but also to live out the Gospel, the impact is profound.
Because marriage is a picture of Christ’s relationship with the church (Eph. 5:22-33), the relationship
between the parents as husband and wife is particularly significant. In fact, aside from the parents’
fundamental commitment to Christ, the single most important foundation for successful parenting is a
healthy, Christ~centered marriage. Setting a consistent example of godliness is indispensable.

Proclaiming the Complete Gospel of Christ

The heart of evangelism is the gospel, “for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes”
(Rom. 1:16). If a child is to repent and believe in Christ, then, it will be through the proclamation of the
message of the cross (1 Cor.1:18~25; 2 Tim. 3:15; James 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:23~25). Children will not be saved
apart from the Gospel.
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For this reason, parents need to teach their children the law of God, teach them the Gospel of divine grace,
show them their need for a Savior, and point them to Jesus Christ as the only One who can save them. As
they do, parents must resist the temptation to downplay or soften the demands of the Gospel, proclaiming
the message in its fullness. The need to surrender to the lordship of Christ, for example, is not too difficult
for children to understand. Any child who is old enough to understand the basic Gospel is also able, by
God’s grace, to trust Him completely and respond with pure, sincere repentance.
The key is to be clear and thorough. Parents have ample time and opportunity to explain and illustrate
Gospel truths, correct misunderstandings, clarify and review the most difficult aspects of the message. The
wise parent will be faithful, patient, persistent, and carefully view every moment of the child’s life as a
teaching opportunity (Deut. 6:6~7).
One such teaching opportunity is found in the parents’ responsibility to discipline and correct their
children when they disobey (Eph. 6:4). Rather than seeking to modify behavior, the wise parent will look
at discipline as an opportunity to help his children become aware of their failure and inability to obey,
subsequently, their need for forgiveness in Christ. Discipline and correction are used to bring children to a
sober assessment of themselves as sinners, leading to the cross of Christ for forgiveness.
As parents explain the Gospel and exhort their children to respond to the Gospel, it is best to avoid an
emphasis on external actions, such as praying “the sinner’s prayer.” There is an urgency inherent in the
gospel message itself—and it is right for parents to impress that urgency on the child’s heart. However,
the focus should be kept on the internal response Scripture calls for from sinners: repentance from sin and
faith in Christ. As parents diligently teach the Gospel and take opportunities each day to instruct their
children in the truth of God’s Word, they can begin to look for signs of belief and repentance.

Understanding the Biblical Evidences of Salvation

The evidence that someone has genuinely repented of his sin and believed in Christ is the same in a child
as it is in an adult—spiritual transformation. According to Scripture, true believers follow Christ (John
10:27), confess their sin (1 John 1:9), love their brothers (1 John 3:14), obey God’s commandments (1 John
2:3; John 15:14), do the will of God (Matt. 12:50), abide in God’s Word (John 8:31), keep God’s Word
(John 17:6), and do good works (Eph. 2:10).
Parents should look for an increasing measure of this kind of fruit in their children as they continue to
instruct them in the truths of the Gospel. While parents should be fervent in their efforts to lead their
children to Christ, they should also recognize that an essential part of that work is to guard them from
thinking they are saved when they are not. Understanding the biblical evidences of salvation ~ and
explaining them to one’s children ~ is foundational to this work of protection.

Encouraging Possible Signs of Conversion

Because of the immaturity and fickleness of children, it is tempting for some parents to write off childlike
expressions of faith as trivial, or even meaningless. In contrast, parents should encourage every sign of
faith in their children and use the opportunity to teach them even more about Christ and the Gospel.
When a child expresses a desire to learn about Jesus, parents should feed that desire, encouraging the child
when they see possible signs of conversion.
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Even if parents conclude it’s too early to regard their child’s interest in Christ as mature faith, they must
not deride a profession of faith as false, for it may be the seed from which mature faith will later emerge.
Instead, the parent should continue to point that child toward Christ, teaching the truth of God’s Word
with patience and diligence, always looking toward the One who opens hearts to respond to the Gospel.

Trusting the Absolute Sovereignty of God

The greatest need of children is to be born again. Regeneration, however, is not something that parents
can do for them. Parents who force, coerce, or manipulate their children may pressure them into a false
profession, but genuine faith and repentance can only be granted by God who regenerates the heart. Put
simply, the new birth is the work of the Holy Spirit and Him alone (John 3:8).
The salvation of children, then, cannot be produced by the faithfulness or diligence of parents, but only
by the sovereign work of God Himself. Such a realization should bring comfort to parents. In addition,
it should motivate them to bathe their evangelistic efforts in prayer to the One who does His work where
they cannot ~ in the child’s heart.

Adapted from John MacArthur, What the Bible Says About Parenting (Nashville: Word Publishing Group,
2000); John MacArthur, The Gospel According to the Apostles (Nashville: Word Publishing Group, 2000);
Dennis Gunderson, Your Child’s Profession of Faith (Amityville, N.Y.: Calvary Press, 1994); and Tedd
Tripp, Shepherding a Child’s Heart (Wapwallopen, Penn.: Shepherd Press, 1995). For a fuller treatment of
child evangelism consult these resources.
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Guidelines for
Workplace Evangelism
Work is a Creation Ordinance

Work is a predetermined part of God’s design for mankind (Genesis 1~2). In the perfect environment of
the Garden of Eden, Adam was given the responsibility to subdue and rule over creation (Genesis 1:28), as
well as cultivate and care for the garden (Genesis 2:5, 15).
The fall of man did not result in work; rather, the fall intensified the pace and difficulty of work. When
Adam sinned, he brought upon himself the penalty for his sin. God cursed his primary responsibility,
which was the toil involved in work (Genesis 3:17~19).
The goal is not simply to work, but to honor God with our labor. The theme of work appears throughout
Scripture. Proverbs 6:6~11 speaks of the nature of the sluggard who ignores his responsibilities, and
Ecclesiastes 2:13~26 warns of an unbalanced approach to work ~ being consumed with it. The prophet
Haggai rebuked the people even though they worked fervently. Their efforts were misdirected and
amounted to nothing since it was built on wrong motives. Paul stated clearly “If anyone is not willing to
work, then he is not to eat, either” (2 Thessalonians 3:10). Work is an intrinsic part of life because God
ordains it.

Work is a Gift

Everything we have is a gift from God ~ food, oxygen, and even work. We may say, “How can this
difficult effort and constant struggle be a gift from God?” The answer is simple. Work is God’s means
of providing many necessities of life. It is also the platform for evangelism, ministry, and support of our
families and churches. Work is a common grace (2 Thessalonians 3:10-15).

Work is a Ministry and Mission Field

One valuable principle emphasized at the Reformation is the “sanctity of all callings.” This concept
denied medieval distinctions between the clergy and laity. It was assumed those in the work place had
a lesser calling than a full~time minister in the church. That is not true! Believers in the workplace
have a sovereignly chosen mission field ~ their co~workers. The difference is a matter of function and
appointment, not spiritual status.
Faithful obedience to glorify Christ in the workplace is a form of worship! Paul wrote, “I urge you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual service of worship” (Romans 12:1). As we live in obedience to Him, our commitment to work
faithfully is an act of worship.

The Biblical Practice of Evangelism at Work
God is Our Ultimate Employer

Though a human has been sovereignly placed over us as our immediate authority, God is the
ultimate employer for every Christian. Paul calls us to work “with good will, render service as to the Lord,
and not to men, knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord,
weather slave or free” (Ephesians 6:7~8). We work “as to the Lord” because He is the one we love and serve.
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Paul stated, “Knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ
whom you serve” (Colossians 3:24).

Honor and Obey our Earthly Employer

In 1 Timothy 6:1~2 Paul wrote, “A servant” (i.e. employee) “is to honor his master” (i.e. employer). Peter also
wrote that we are to treat our employer “with all respect” (1 Peter 2:18). This principle applies equally to
the good and honest employer and to those unreasonable (e.g., the hard hearted; cf. Romans 9:18). We
must not expect an unsaved person to act impartially, fairly, or considerately, since these traits flow out of a
relationship with Jesus Christ.
Peter also instructs us to bear up under ill and unjust treatment: “For what credit is there if, when you sin
and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it, this
finds favor with God” (1Peter 2:20).
There is only one exception to obeying authority ~ when you are told to disobey God’s law. Since God
establishes all positions of authority, we must submit to their direction and leadership. However, we must
never break God’s law.
In Ephesians 6:5, Paul urges us to be obedient ~ not delayed or procrastinated obedience, but immediately
carrying out our responsibilities (Ephesians 6:5-8, Colossians 3:22~25). This is not “eye service” (i.e., trying
to please man). Rather, as believers, we work “with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.” “Whatever you do, do
your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; knowing that from the Lord you will receive your reward
of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of
the wrong which he has done without partially” (Colossians 2:22~25).
We work with “sincerity of heart” (Ephesians 6:5), “doing the will of God from the heart” (Ephesians 6:6),
“with good will” (Ephesians 6:7), going about our work “heartily” (Colossians 3:23). This must be done
without argumenting or stealing (Titus 2:9).

Honor Christ with Our Example

If we are known as a lazy person or for doing shoddy work, our verbal testimony will be worthless in the
workplace. It would be better not to evangelize than to publicly shame the name the name of Christ with
our lifestyle. God commanded us to work diligently, so that “the name of our God and our doctrine may not
be spoken against” (1 Timothy 6:1).
We must maintain a good reputation among those outside the church (1 Timothy 3:7). For some, this is
the only gospel message they will encounter. Our diligence at work is vital to our Christian testimony. A
vivid example of this is Paul’s confrontation with the Jews. Despite the loud claims they
made about the law, they blasphemed God by failing to obey the law (cf. Romans 2:23-24).
If we claim to love God and fail to maintain the highest standard of integrity at work, we sin against God
and bring a reproach to His name (1 John 2:3-4). If we live righteously before God, submitting to Christ’s
Lordship at every point, we glorify Him. Those who work hard are promised their reward: “Do you see a
man skilled in his work? He will stand before kings; He will not stand before obscure men” (Proverbs 22:29).

Always Looking for Tactful Opportunities

Matthew 10:16 says, “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; therefore be as shrewd as serpents,
and innocent as doves.” The first important concept is in the meaning of the word, “shrewd.” Christ
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does not instruct us to be deceptive or misleading, but wise, intelligent, and sensible in the way we
communicate the Gospel. We must be looking for the right opportunities (Colossians 4:5).
The “shrewd” evangelist will…
1.
Ask open~ended questions, rather than yes or no questions.
2.
Be interested in the events in another person’s life.
3.
Will look for opportunities to bring God’s thoughts to bear on a conversation.
This type person will recognize that he or she has a larger audience with some than others. Colossians 4:5
reminds us to be wise stewards of our time, knowing that only God opens the heart to understand truth.

Always Live Above Reproach

Matthew later uses the word “innocent” (10:16). This concept carries the idea of ‘being without a mixture
of evil, hence being “pure” and “undefiled”. We must evangelize people without bringing a reproach upon
the name of Christ. This means we do not steal from the company we evangelize. If you are fired, get fired
for standing for the truth, not for stealing time from the company. We do not want to give our enemies
the opportunity to speak evil against us, especially in the area of our reputation and work ethic.
Peter instructs us to “sanctify Christ as Lord in your heart, always being ready to make a defense to everyone
who asks you to give an account of the hope that is in you, with gentleness and reverence” (1 Peter 3:15). Notice
the phrase “with gentleness and reverence.” Gentleness has to do with compassion or genuine concern for
others. As we present the Gospel, we are to speak the truth with boldness, not obnoxiously. The second
word is “reverence” or “fear”. Reverence has to do with an acute perspective of God. The ultimate purpose
for evangelism is the glory of God. As evangelists, we must have a correct understanding of the Gospel
and a healthly fear of God.

Adapted from Grace Evangelism. ©2003 Grace Community Church. All rights reserved.
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Evangelism Styles Outreach Ideas
Each of us has been gifted in different ways to share the Gospel. Some of us like to build relationships
with non~believers by talking and listening (Talkers). Others will be more confrontational in their
approach (Stalkers). There are some who get into the lives of the non~believer in order to share (Buddies).
The final category of giftedness are those who prefer to share the Gospel through intellect (Brains). The
following list is designed to help you begin to share the Gospel with non~believers according to your style.

Talker evStyle

Example ~ Matthew (as seen in Luke 5:27-39)
				Theme Verse ~ 1 Corinthians 9:22

Interpersonal
Beginner
Intermediate
Experienced

Grace

Beginner
Intermediate
memorized.
Experienced

Man

Beginner
Intermediate
Experienced

God

Beginner
Intermediate
		
Experienced

Christ

Beginner
Intermediate
		
Experienced
		

Faith

Beginner
Intermediate
Experienced

Go to a public place and start a conversation, finding out information about their life.
Go a neighbor’s home and ask for a prayer requests, inquiring about spiritual background.
In a small group get to know people by asking the diagnostic questions.
Take a gift to someone. Include a card with Romans 6:23 or Ephesians 2:8-9 and explain it.
Take a gift to a neighbor/pre~existing relationship. Explain the theme verse you
Take a gift to a cold contact (door knock or public place) and explain the memorized verses.
In a public place or with a neighbor use current events to define sin.
Genuinely ask someone for their forgiveness, using the open door to talk about sin.
Explain sin in today’s language so that someone would understand their sinful nature.
Have a conversation about the term “God bless you.” What does that mean?
Have a gathering of people to show a courtroom scene from a movie, followed by
discussion about the judge. Is he fair, just…?
Go to traffic court and pay the fine of someone. They WILL want to know why.
Have a conversation based on the answer to, “Who is Jesus?”
Have an apologetic conversation based on, “Is Jesus different from Mohammad?”, or “Is
Jesus the Son of God?…Savior of the world?”…etc.
Invite people to watch the movie The Passion of the Christ or The Jesus Film and have a
discussion about it.
Start a conversation with, “What does it mean to have faith?”
Use the chair illustration to describe what you believe.
Use the key illustration to apologetically discuss, “Is Jesus the only way to Heaven?”

Commitment
		Go out to do any event that you have previously done, share the Gospel, and ask if they are
		

ready to receive the free gift of salvation in Christ.
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Stalker evStyle

Example ~ Paul (as seen in Acts 17:22-34)
				Theme Verse ~ 2 Corinthians 10:5

Interpersonal
Beginner
Intermediate
Experienced

Grace

Beginner
		
Intermediate
		
		
Experienced

Man

Beginner
Intermediate
		
		
Experienced
		

God

Beginner
Intermediate
		
Experienced
		

Christ

Beginner
Intermediate
Experienced

In a public setting, get to know as much about a person(s) as possible.
Same as above: use diagnostic questions.
Relate some aspect of the person’s life into an opportunity for the Gospel.
Engage someone in a conversation about grace. As an illustration of a free,
unmerited gift, give them a $1 bill.
While talking with someone about grace, discuss whether men give freely of themselves, or
if there are always expectations of receiving back or even of feeling better as a result of
giving. Compare to the giving of God which is completely free.
While accompanied, pay for someone’s inspection or oil change to illustrate grace.
Engage someone in a conversation about whether or not men are inherently good.
While talking about the inherent goodness/sinfulness of man, discuss whether children are
actually innocent as we like to portray them, or if it their innocence lies only in that they
have not done or been exposed to things we feel rob one of innocence.
Use history, even Christian history, to show man’s sinfulness when not in Christ, nor
actively seeking to reflect Christ.
Engage someone in a conversation about who God is.
Discuss the different worldviews of God that exist and seek to define where the person you
are talking with falls within those categories.
Utilizing material from Ken Boa (I’m Glad You Asked), show how a belief in monotheism
and a Trinitarian God is the only truly rational position.
Engage someone in a conversation about who Christ is.
Utilize John 1 and historical evidence to show who Christ is.
(1) Discuss about thoughts on the “Gospel of Thomas” or the “DaVinci Code.”
(2) Talk to someone about the possibility of the resurrection of Christ.

Faith

Beginner
Engage someone in a conversation about faith.
Intermediate As you are discussing faith, discuss why a person does or does not have faith in God. In the
		
discussion, define God as the Trinitarian God of Christianity.
Experienced Discern with someone the difference between faith in everyday life and what Hebrews 11
		describes as true faith that leads to God’s approval and admittance into eternal rest.

Commitment

Go out to do any event that you have previously done, share the Gospel, and ask if they are
ready to receive the free gift of salvation in Christ.
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Buddy evStyle

Example ~ Dorcas (as seen in Acts 9:36)
				Theme Verse ~ Matthew 5:16

Interpersonal
Beginner
Intermediate
Experienced

Grace

Beginner
		
Intermediate
Experienced
		

Man

Beginner
		
Intermediate
Experienced
		

God

Beginner
		
Intermediate
		
Experienced

Christ

Beginner
Intermediate
		
Experienced
		
		

Faith

Beginner
		
Intermediate
Experienced
		

Go to a busy store parking lot and return shopping carts back to their source.
Go to grocery store, Wal-mart, etc. and look for folks in need and help them out.
When sharing door~to~door, ask if there is something that you can return to help do.
Take light bulbs to houses with the verse, “Jesus is the light of the world.” Leave cards 		
with an explanation of the gift of grace through Christ, the Light.
Same, with explanation of the action as a reflection of God’s grace in Christ.
Go to a parking lot and wash someone’s car for them. You get dirty to make their car
clean in the same way that Christ took on our filth to make us clean.
Go offer a free shoe-shine to someone. Leave a tract about how no shoe-shine is perfect.
There is still dirt on the shoe ~ Rom 3:23 as a verse for sin, though we all try to be clean.
Similarly, talk to patron while shining shoes about concept of dirt and sin.
Go to a laundromat with quarters and soap.Pay for loads, give soap, help fold. Bridge over
to discussion of whether or not we as people can get clean before God.
Go to a public area and do a car inspection sticker check. For those coming due, or already
late, leave a note and something written bridging to God’s mercy and a DBC card.
Clean the outside areas of a fast food store. Talk to them about the penalty of not
doing it and the mercy of someone doing it for them.
At apartments take the trash out, avoiding justice (of fines), i.e. Christ’s death for us.
Take bagels to a coffee house, hand them out with John 6:35 “Bread of Life”.
Hand out water and asking if they could never be thirsty again, would they? Talk about the
water of life, Jesus.
(1) Go to a venue where you can open doors for others. Ask people if they knew that
Jesus was the door to eternal life? (2) In cold weather, go to a gas station and pump 		
gas for others. Bridge into Christ taking our pain, preventing us from experiencing it.
Go to a store/restaurant and hand out enough to buy a cup of coffee to people before they
come in the door with the verses Hebrews 11:1 & Acts 4:11-12.
In public, offer to check tire pressure, bridging from faith in tires to faith in God.
Hand out a sealed envelope with gift card inside. Before opening it, the person has to say
they believe a gift card is inside. If they receive it, offer them a Gospel of John in a like way.

Commitment

Go out to do any event a second time, sharing the Gospel and asking if they are ready to
receive the free gift of salvation in Christ.
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Brain evStyle

Example ~ Peter (as seen in Acts 2:14-36)
				Theme Verse ~ 2 Timothy 4:2

Interpersonal
Beginner
		
Intermediate
Experienced

Grace

Beginner
Intermediate
Experienced
		

Man

Beginner
Intermediate
Experienced
		

Go in public and get to know as much as possible about a person in a conversation,
or a limited set of information about as many people as possible within a time limit.
Meet someone in a public place and ask the diagnostic questions.
Be able to ask someone the diagnostic questions within 2~3 minutes of meeting them.

Take an illustrated story about grace to a public gathering area. Share it and get responses.
Same as above, but ask if they can personally share the story with the person.
Develop a modern parable (or use the Landowner’s Son, Matthew 21:33-46) and 		
open an evangelistic conversation with it.
“Are you a good person?” (Way of the Master).
Utilize a “perfection target” to illustrate man’s sinfulness before God.
Take a non~believer on a service project at a jail, or a place where people are victims
of crime; bridge to a conversation of man’s sin.

God

Beginner
Bring up a current event of criminal justice~ begin a conversation about whether or 		
not you would have granted mercy, bridging to God’s justice and mercy.
Intermediate Same as above using, “If he gave his life to God, God would give him mercy…”
Experienced Begin a conversation around the question, “Why should God grant you mercy?”

Christ

Beginner
Intermediate
		
Experienced
		

Faith

Beginner
Intermediate
		
		
Experienced
		

Go to a public venue to distribute 5 or more Gospel of John booklets.
Go to Barnes and Noble. Find people and ask them if they have a Bible or would like to
know more about Christ. Offer to talk to them and to buy them a Bible.
Go door~to~door asking if people have any questions about the person, ministry or
purpose of Christ.

Develop and give a survey concerning faith at a public area.
Utilize a counter~intuitive demonstration (paper clip and water surface tension; straw in a
potato; doll bottle; pencil refracted in water; etc.) as lead in to discussion of faith not 		
being simply logical and rational.
Start a discussion with someone and ask them what they place the
most trust or faith in.

Commitment
		
		

Go out to do any event that you have previously done, share the Gospel, and ask if they are
ready to receive the free gift of salvation in Christ.

Based on concepts from Dare 2 Share by Greg Stier. Published by Focus on the Family.
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Outreach Projects for Dummies
Getting Ready to Reach Out

With any project, you will want to meet your neighbors well in advance of the event. You may want to
take walks with your family around your neighborhood or apartment complex. Begin praying for each
person. If they are out in their yard, introduce yourself. You can now pray for them by name. Look for
ways to quietly serve them ~ picking up trash, putting newspapers on their porch, moving their trash bins
out of the street…think big! Now that you have prayed and served, step out to host an outreach event at
your home. The following four outlines will give you basic outreach plans. Add your own spice to make
this event unique.
Having so fond an affection for you, we were well~pleased to impart to you not only the Gospel of God but also
our own lives, because you had become very dear to us.
1 Thessalonians 2:8

Block Easter Egg Hunt

Society has taken away the true meaning of Easter and made the holiday about bunnies and eggs. We can
use what the world has tainted to share the Gospel.
What you will need
• Flyers for invitations
• Large lawn or work with your neighbors to use more than one yard
• Candy filled eggs, wrapped candy eggs
• Extra baskets for kids who forget
• Snacks for the adults
• Coolers of drinks
• Easter gospel tract
• Use Resurrection Eggs to share the Gospel
What you will need to do
• Create the flyer
• Pass out the flyer~ knock on their doors, personal invitations work best
• Shop for eggs and supplies
• Mow the lawns for use
• Hide the eggs
• Put up balloons or a sign to mark the party house
• Pray, pray, pray

45

Fourth of July Picnic and Bike Parade

Bring back some old~time traditions to this holiday. There was an era of time when people had their
neighbors over on the 4th of July for a picnic; the event could get so big that parades evolved. You could
start this tradition this year on your street. The kids will need to decorate their bikes, wagons, or pets ~
You can award prizes to the best theme…have your neighbors bring a picnic and lawn chairs. Provide
them with the parade route when you invite them so they can set up their chairs along the route. When
the parade is done invite them all to your yard to eat together~ you can provide the lemonade, ice,
watermelons…
Some other activities you might include
• Sack races
• Pie baking contest
• Horse shoes
• Watermelon seed spitting contest
What you will need to do
• Mark off the parade route ~ use sidewalks
• Make flyers
• Take flyers door to door ~ remember a personal invitation is best
• Shop for supplies ~ don’t forget the prizes (ribbons work well for kids so that everyone can be
recognized.)
• Chill the watermelon and lemonade
• Make sure lawns on the route are mowed. Have permission for people to sit there.
• Pray, pray, pray

HalloWeenies and HamBoogers

Halloween is the only day of the year when the world knocks at your door. We should capitalize on this
opportunity by not only providing candy and a tract to kids but why not cook out hamburgers and hot
dogs for the trick~or~treaters and their parents. A few days before Halloween hand out invitation flyer
around your neighborhood.
What you will need
• Flyers for invitations
• A grill to cook on
• Hamburgers, hotdogs, buns, all the fixin’s
• Big buckets of candy
• Coolers of drinks
• Halloween gospel tract
• Chairs
• Tables to serve from
What you will need to do
• Create the flyer
• Pass out the flyer ~ knock on their doors, personal invitations work best
• Shop for supplies
• Put up balloons or a sign to mark the party house
• Pray, pray, pray
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Here We Come a Wassailing

Christmas provides an easy introduction to the Gospel. During the Christmas season people are more
friendly, charitable and generally in a better mood. The term wassailing comes from England in the
1800’s. Neighbors would bring cheer by going and singing carols, and the neighbors would invite them in
for wassail. There are many ideas of what you could do for an outreach. Take your family and go caroling.
(You don’t have to be great singer.) At each house you ask that family to join you now caroling from house
to house or later for hot chocolate, wassail, and goodies at your house. You may want to put out flyers
about this a few days before so that people will expect you. Once back at your house, you can show a
Christmas classic, play the Nativity game (details below), or just enjoy time around your Christmas tree.
Other Ideas
• Cookie exchange
• Bring a gift for a toy drive
• Host a Decoration Day and offer to help with others outdoor décor and serve hot
chocolate and goodies at your house or take a thermos of hot chocolate and cookies to
all the neighbors who are decorating.

Nativity Game

What you will need
• List of the people, animals, star…that are typically in a Nativity scene on strips of paper
• Costume and prop box~ fill a large tub with random dress up clothes, sheets, and
bathrobes…
• A Bible or a copy of the Christmas story
What you do
Have everyone gather in a central location. Explain the parameters for finding a costume~ some
people are comfortable with people going through cabinets and closets to find costumes ~ you
may not. Give them time (5 minutes) to find a costume for their character they have drawn. Have
someone read the story of the birth of Christ while the people act out their part.
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101 Servant Evangelism Projects
Great Ideas that are inexpensive and community focused
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.

Umbrella escorts ~ escort people
to or from a building under your
umbrella
Gift wrapping at Christmas
Assist with grocery bags
Help people when they drop their
belongings
Offer to buy someone a Bible in a
book store
Take doughnuts or bagels to a
coffee house
Return grocery carts ~ not just
yours
Give away sodas
Give away hot chocolate, coffee, or
cappuccinos
Give away popcorn
Give away popsicles
Give away peanuts
Give away sunglasses or visors
Give away rain ponchos
Give away water
Give away seat cushions
Give away $5 or $10 gift cards for
local shops and stores
Give away time change reminder
flyers
Give away Easter baskets
Give away sports drinks
Give away school supplies at a
public school or college
Give away free copies
Give away carnations (especially
good on Mother’s Day!)
Give away potted plants or seed
packets
Give away Sunday morning papers
with coffee
Give away frisbees at the park
Offer to bring team snacks
Loan lawn chairs
Loan blankets
Check and fill oil in an automobile
Change oil in an automobile

38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
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Fill water fluid in an automobile
Check tire pressure in an automobile
Wash windshields of an automobile
Free car wash
Vacuum interior of an automobile
Scrape windshields of an automobile on
cold mornings
Give away free automobile fragrance cards
Feed parking meters
Business window washing
Clean bathrooms in public areas
Shoe shine station
Bring breakfast to a weekly meeting
Hand out free cookies
Doggie cleanup in a public place
Helium balloons for kids at parks or malls
Polaroid picture giveaway
Trash pickup alongside roadways
Paint over graffiti
Popsicle giveaway
Grilling hot dogs for a free picnic
Clean a dorm room
Host a study breakfast for students
Rake leaves for a neighbor
Mow lawns in the neighborhood
Do yard work for neighbors
Get prayer requests from neighbors and
then follow up on them
Clean screens on neighborhood homes
Host a movie night for young families
Clean gutters on neighborhood homes
Help with holiday decorations on
neighborhood homes
Sweep sidewalks
Return empty trash/recycle bins from the
curbs to doors
Do interior cleaning projects on
neighborhood homes
Do minor home repairs
Paint house numbers on the curbs
Host a neighborhood dinner
Clean pet wastes from yards
Replace light bulbs in homes
Trim trees

71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.

Replace smoke detector batteries
Change filters on home air and
heating systems
Deliver meals/food to shut~ins
Provide bird feeders and seed to
retirement centers
Collect trees after Christmas for
disposal
Provide free bait at local fishing spots
Pay for a washer or dryer at a
laundromat
Help people move in
Order pizza on moving day
Conduct a lawn mower tune~up clinic
Pay for the person behind you in a
drive through
Drive an extra carpool day for a mom
Take breakfast to the surgery waiting
room
Carry a granola bar and some water to
hand to homeless people
Provide fans in the summer to a
recreation center or shut ins
Spray for weeds on sidewalks and
driveways in the neighborhood
Go door~to~door collecting food for a
food~pantry
Have a community bar~b~que
Put on a neighborhood “Play Day” in a
local park
Host a neighborhood gift~wrapping
party at Christmas time
Organize a carpool to the local school
from your neighborhood
Hold a neighborhood VBS
Host an ice~cream social in the
neighborhood
Do a neighborhood garage sale and use
the proceeds to help a local family or
charity
Cook hotdogs one night at the
community softball league
Do a used blanket drive for a local
homeless shelter
Provide diapers for a young family

98.
99.
100.
101.

Host a neighborhood study on
budgeting
Put together a list of easy recipes for local
moms and hand them out
Start a neighborhood walking and
running group
Periodically visit local seniors and offer to
help them where needed

The ways to serve are limitless if we think
outside the box and look at the world
around us as people to be served for the
sake of the Savior. Get out and use your
imagination!

Adapted from Conspiracy of Kindness, p. 211-214. © 1993 by Steve Sjogren. Servant Publications:
Ann Arbor, MI. Used with permission.
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Bridges to the Community
Community Service Agencies
American Red Cross, Denton Chapter
Friends of the Family ~ Information 		
Hope Incorporated ~ Homeless Services
Interfaith Ministries 				
Salvation Army 				
Service Program for Aging Needs (SPAN)

(940) 384~0880
(940) 387~5131
(940) 382~0609
(940) 565~5479
(940) 566~3800
(940) 382~2224

*For a comprehensive list of additional agencies, contact Community Development Social Services at
(940) 349~7234.
Adopt~A~School program
Is designed to bring business and education together.
Call the Denton ISD Public Information office at (940) 369~0005 for more information.
Library Volunteers
You can help the library by volunteering your time and participating in the events and programs that the
library has to offer. For more information on library events or to get more information about being a
volunteer, please call (940) 349~8596. The library also has a citizen support organization called Friends of
the Library. To obtain a membership application and more details about this organization you can call the
administration office of the library at (940) 349~8566.

City of Denton:Neighborhood Services

Keep Denton Beautiful
One of the best ways to meet your neighbors and sustain the quality of life in your neighborhood is to
organize or participate in a neighborhood clean~up. There are several clean~up projects scheduled year
round as well as the “Adopt a Spot” program through Keep Denton Beautiful. For more information on
these projects and events contact Keep Denton Beautiful at (940) 349~8537 or visit them online.
Adopt~a~Spot
To participate in this beautification program contact Keep Denton Beautiful at (940) 349~8537 or visit
http://www.kdb.org.
Make a Difference Day
Contact Keep Denton Beautiful at (940) 349~7770.
Tool Lending Library
1117 Riney Rd. (940) 349~8537
Lawn, garden, and exterior home repair equipment is available to any individual or group that wants to
make property improvements or repairs, or to perform regular property maintenance. University groups,
scout troops, youth organizations, civic organizations, churches, etc. may check out these tools to perform
their special projects. For more information about the Tool Lending Library, please visit www.kdb.org.
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Capital improvements
For more information on Capital Improvements Projects contact the Engineering Department
which coordinates and manages the City’s Capital Improvement Projects (940) 349~8910.
Neighborhood Parks
The Denton Parks and Recreation Department maintains 28 parks, open spaces, and hundreds of acres of
yet~to~be~developed land designated for parks. Contact the Parks and Recreation Department at
(940) 349~PARK for information on specific park improvements.
Plus One Program
The P~L~U~S One Program assists qualified individuals and families in the city of Denton with their
utility bills when they are facing financial or other serious hardships, and is administered by Interfaith
Ministries, Inc. Contact Customer Service at (940) 349~8210.
Property maintenance
The Community Development Division administers funding designated to assist low and
moderate~income citizens. Various funding sources are used to provide these services including Federal
Community Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME funding. Community Development’s programs include:
Home Improvement Loans, Homebuyer’s Assistance, Emergency Repair and Micro~Enterprise Loans.
The Community Development staff works with more than 25 social service agencies that receive funding
support from the City of Denton. Contact the Community Development Division at (940) 349~7726.
Public improvements in our community
The Community Development Division administers funding used to demolish substandard buildings and
complete public facilities projects, which improve water and sewer services, streets and drainage services
and sidewalks and parks service. For more information on Community Development: (940) 349~7726
Trees
Obtaining trees ~ Keep Denton Beautiful sponsors an annual Community Tree Giveaway in October
in which volunteers give away trees to citizens. In addition, Keep Denton Beautiful conducts a
Neighborwoods program, which is designed to reforest neighborhoods that are lacking street trees. For
more information on these programs visit http://www.kdb.org.
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History of Christology

The Deity of Christ and the Holy Trinity by J. Scott Horrell
How did the early church come to understand that Jesus Christ is God? That God exists as three Persons in Holy
Trinity? If Jesus is God, then in what sense was he human? Five heresies led to The Council of Nicea (325) and
three more to the Council of Chalcedon (451).
Ebonism

Jesus was an extraordinary prophet who identified with the poor (Heb. ‘ebyonim)
but he was not God.
		(i.e. Unitarianism, liberalism, and liberation theology [in part]. Anointed; yes but not Divine
		[Jewish])
		

Docetism

A form of Gnosticism, Jesus was considered a divine emanation but not truly human
		(matter is intrinsically evil).
		(i.e. Gospel of Thomas [when Jesus walked on sand he left no footprints], spiritistic Christology,
		
New Age. Not entirely God but a ghost like figure.)
Adoptionism Jesus of Nazareth was a man completely submissive to the Father (the Monarch) who

		

adopted him as his Christ; thus, Jesus became Christ, now made Lord of the Church.
Schleiermacher, functional Christology, many liberals. A normal man like you and I, and
God made Him become the risen Lord.)

		(i.e.

		
Modalism  

		

Modalism took various forms. In all, God is only one Person. God appears as something:
Father, Son, Holy Spirit.

Modalism proper  God presents himself in three masks, modes or modalities of being (Father, Son and

		Holy Spirit), but he does not eternally exist as three persons.
		(i.e. Jesus Only [United Pentecostals, Local Church])

Sabellianism A variant of modalism, the Father became the Son of the Gospels, to then become the

		
Holy Spirit of Acts and the church. Again, God is one person who transforms his
		
manifestation in the flow of history.
		(i.e. Local Church. T.D. Jakes)
Arianism

Arius proclaimed that Jesus was a god, the first of all creation (first~born) through Whom
God created the world, but He was inferior in nature to the Father.
		(i.e. Jehovah’s witnesses; worse still, Mormons [Jesus was Satan’s brother]. A god but not the
		
God. There was a time when Christ was not. Logos first creation of God.)
		

Council of Nicea ~ 325  In this first general (catholic) council of the church (convened by Constantine)

		Jesus Christ was declared consubstantial with the Father, a Second Person who is equally
		
God as in Father and Spirit. Having clarified the deity of Christ, the church struggled to
		
know in what sense Jesus is man. Definitive statement of Trinitarian faith; 318v.
Apollinarianism Jesus is essentially divine and only his body and “lower” soul are human. Gregory

		
		
		

of Nazianzus refuted Apollinarius, saying, “What is not assumed is not healed.” It was
condemned in 381. Constantinople reaffirmed trinity and confirmed Apollinarianism
in 381 A.D. Jesus Christ is God, but in what sense is He human? His body and emotions.
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Nestorianism Reacting against Mary’s title “the mother of God”, Nestorius, bishop of Constantinople,

insisted on the full deity and full humanity of Christ. He seems to have so separated the two
natures as to imply two persons in one body ~ sort of a perfect Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Perhaps
unfairly, it was condemned in 431. Bearer of Christ. Christ of ?

Eutychianism Against Nestorius, Eutyches confused the two natures of Christ, each nature assuming

the characteristics of the other ~ the divine becoming human and the human divine. Condemned
at Chalcedon. Argues against the radical nature of Nestorianism. Divinity becomes
human? Divine?

		

Council of Chalcedon ~ 451  In line with Nicea (325), the Definitio Fidei states that Jesus Christ

has a divine nature consubstantial with the Father’s and, through Mary (theotokos, “the mother
of God”), a human nature consubstantial with ours (excepting sin): ‘One and the same Christ, Son,
Lord, Only-begotten, made known in natures (which exist) without confusion, without change,
without division, without separations; the difference of the two natures having been in no wise
taken away by reason of the union, but rather the properties of each being preserved and (both)
concurring into one Person.” Thus the hypostatic union of the two natures of Christ. Together
both Divine and human without confusion.

History of Christology
Emphasized Christ’s Divinity

4a Modalism

6 Nicea

4b Sabellianism
3 Adoptionism
2 Docetism
100 AD

F

S

HS

7 Apollinariansim

10 Chalcedon

Human on the outside,
God on the inside

Lord
200 AD

325 AD

451 AD

8 Nestorianism

1 Ebonism

2 Separate
Entities

5 Arianism

9 Eutychianism
Mixing 2
Natures
Together

Emphasized Christ’s Humanity

Adapted from a Dallas Theological Seminary lecture taught by J. Scott Horrell
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An Evangelistic Bibliography
Apologetics

Know Why You Believe ~ Paul Little
I’m Glad You Asked ~ Ken Boa
Reasonable Faith ~ William Lane Craig
Scaling the Secular City ~ J.P. Moreland
When Skeptics Ask ~ Norman Geisler
The Problem of Pain ~ C.S. Lewis
Mere Christianity ~ C.S. Lewis
The Case for Christ ~ Lee Strobel
The Case for a Creator ~ Lee Strobel
Under the Influence ~ Alvin Schmidt
How Now Shall We Live ~ Charles Colson
Total Truth ~ Nancy Pearcey
Truth in Religion ~ Mortimer Adler

Science and Faith

Creator and the Cosmos ~ Hugh Ross
Darwin’s Black Box ~ Michael Behe
Darwin on Trial ~ Phillip Johnson
Icons of Evolution ~ Jonathan Wells
The Creation Hypothesis ~ ed. J.P. Moreland

Origin and Reliability of the Bible

A General Introduction to the Bible ~ Geisler & Nix
The Canon of Scripture ~ F.F. Bruce
The New Testament Canon ~ Bruce Metzger
Are the New Testament Documents Reliable? ~ F.F. Bruce

The Spiritual Life

Seeking the Face of God ~ Gary Thomas
The Glorious Pursuit ~ Gary Thomas
Return of the Prodigal Son ~ Henri Nouwen
Abba’s Child ~ Brennan Manning
Freedom of Simplicity ~ Richard Foster
The Imitation of Christ ~ Thomas à Kempis

Websites

Need Him 		
Jesus Central		
God Speaks		
Lee Strobel		
The Good News

www.needhim.org
www.jesuscentral.com
www.godspeaks.com
www.leestrobel.com
www.palau.org/thegoodnews
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Picture Perfect

“‘sump’n fer yer kids’ double dog dare you to teach dis to ‘em”
by Pastor Tom Nelson
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