
The Man Who Would Be King 
 
2 Sam. 14:21 – 15:6 
 
Introduction 
 
Ch. 14 

v. 21 Note the word (in the Hebrew) “again”. 
“Bring the young man again.” (NAS  “bring back”) 
Another interpretation is that David would have already brought Absalom 
back or was inclined to bring him back but justice prevented it.  But upon 
Joab’s mediation – who was a servant to David and sympathetic to 
Absalom – the banished can now come and the king will receive him. 

Just as “God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself” 
 

v. 22 Joab took it as an honor to himself that David brought Absalom back. 
 

v. 23 Absalom thus approaches the king. 
 

v. 24 An odd verse.  The options: 
1. David was wrong. 
2. David was preserving justice. 
3. David wanted to provoke repentance in Absalom. 

I think it is a combination of #2 and 3. 
 
David wants to save and sanctify Absalom.  Who won’t like it. 
 

v. 25 An account of Absalom’s character. 
1. handsome 
2. popular 
3. impressive 

v. 26 4.   vain 
5. with beautiful children  

 
v. 28 But 3 years exile have not changed his heart.  

He makes no supplications.  He is only aware of perceived wrongs done to 
him in being forbidden access to the court.  He does not want to humble 
himself in admitting wrong. 
 

v. 29 He appeals to Joab, but Joab and David are of one mind. 
 

v. 30 Instead of gratitude to Joab, there is bitterness and injury. 
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v. 31 His action looks honest but needs to be judged from what follows – a 
military coup. 

• He plans to supplant David.  To do so he must be on the inside. 
• Then divide the nation, go to war, kill his father, then reign as king. 

 
His means of drawing near is not repentance but accusations, demands, 
and insults. 
 
And, yet David allows it . . . parents always want to believe the best of their 
children. 
 

Ch. 15 
Four years later Absalom arises. 
In that time he seeks to appear great and good – as all rulers do. 

 
v. 1 He is great. 

 
vv  2 - 6   He is good. 
 

• he appoints himself a leader 
• scouts the nation 

v.3   flatters 
• makes promises 
• criticizes 

v.4    exalts himself 
v.5    presents himself as humble and caring 

 
v.6     and divides the nation. 

 
 
Conclusion
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