
The Melancholy Flight 
 

2 Sam. 15:30 – 16:14 
 

v. 31 David’s great concern is Ahithophel, a counsel of divine 
wisdom.   

Nothing would insure his success quicker 
 

So David lifts up a prayer. One impromptu, from where he is, 
specific. importuning, by name. 

 
The request is for wise counsel to be held in contempt by 
Absalom.  

 Nothing would insure his failure quicker 
 
David believes that all hearts are in God’s hand. 

 
v. 32 Then David worshipped!  How odd when this is the worst 

time of his life. The writing of Psalm 3 is at this time. 
He worshipped as an expression of faith in God his “shield 
and glory.”  As soon as he does his prayer is answered.  
Hushai, the king’s friend. 

 
v. 33 -34 But David needs soldiers more than counselors. 

Hushai will confound Ahithophel’s counsel. 
 

16:1 f He will now be lied to by Ziba and cursed by Shimei. 
 
v. 1 -2 A gift of support is given.  It was provided by an evil man. 

 
v. 3 David wondered where Mephibosheth was. 

 
He wanted Mephibosheth with him in suffering as well as in 
good times. 
 
Ziba lies to David.  He was Mephibosheth’s manager but 
wanted to be his master.  Ziba is much like Satan who accuses 
the saints. 

 

 
v. 4 David believed Ziba! Although Mephibosheth had given no 

reason to be doubted.  Plus his legs would not let him ascend 
the ladder of such ambition. 

∗ Great men should be alert to flatterers and accusers. 
 

v. 5 Shimei is a Benjamite, hateful of David. He also is like Satan. 
 

v. 6 David and his people are scorned. 
 

v. 7 A lie 
 

v. 8 another lie, and another lie 
 

v. 9 true, true, true “Let me silence this low life.” 
 

Not that he was despised but his king was. 
 

v. 10 Such is meekness “This may be from God.” 
 

v. 11 God gives . . .  
 

v. 12 . . . or takes away. 
 

v. 13 So David proceeds knowing the truth . . .  
 

. . . but hearing hate and lies all about him . . .  
 . . . down in spirit through his recent treatment. . .  
  . . . trusting God to do right. 
 

v. 14 He arrives weary.  “I’ll say!” 
 

But refreshed himself. 
• being away from fools 
• with the faithful 
• remembering God 
• waiting on His sovereign will to answer his prayers. 
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