
The Wheel of Justice 
 

2 Sam 18:1 -18 
 
Intro 
 

 A steady stream of refugees had come to David v. 1
By degrees Absalom declines.  By degrees David grows. 

 
 His troops group right, left, center.   v. 2

David makes the best of what he has.  And David will be 
among his own. 

 
 But as Israel’s head and captain he must be protected. v. 3

So should princes be regarded by their subjects. 
 

 Again, David takes reproof and listens to counsel.  v. 4
Plus, God overrules David’s plan for leniency towards 
Absalom. 

 
 David’s charge.   v. 5

• How he renders good for evil! 
• Absalom would smite David only.  David would 

have Absalom only spared.  Never was unnatural 
hatred to a father more strong nor natural 
affection more strong toward a son. 

• Each showed to what extremes man is capable – 
How bad a child can be to his father. How good a 
father can be to a rebellious son. 

 
What a resemblance to God and His sons. 
 

 “The wood of Ephraim.”  It lay in Gad but was part of a v. 6
memorable act of Ephraim. 
David would meet the rebels away from his people in 
Mahanaim and away from those who had sheltered him. 

 
 “Slaughter”:  All strength was removed from Absalom and v. 7

his followers.  It was not a battle, but a “slaughter”. 
 

Just as God promised of all Israel’s enemies. (Deut. 7) 
 
In opposing David they had opposed God . . .  
 

 They ran into the woods, but even their escape turned v. 8
against them. 

“adversity pursues sinners” 
 

 Absalom goes from wits end to life’s end. v. 9
• He runs, but runs into the enemy as God has planned 

His revenge.   
• His vanity becomes his halter, his noose. 
• “The mule walked on”: The creation despises him. 

 
 Absalom is helpless, impotent, and must watch as the end v. 10

comes slowly. 
 

 Joab doesn’t fear David . . . he acts for the good of the v. 11
nation.    
“I would have rewarded and promoted” – Absalom must 
be killed. 

 
 “A royal decree was given” . . .  v. 12

 “You would have stood aloof” . . .  v. 13

 Then the moment ends with 3 darts . . .  v. 14
2 for pain and 1 for death 
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 The pack of Jackals surround him. v. 15
 

“talus populi suprema lex” 
“The safety of the people is the supreme law.” 

− Justice must fall – that mercy be extended to all. 
 

 The people can now return . . . peace . . . as the head of the v. 16
rebellion is dead, the ruler is cast out.   

 
  There will be no grieving over his body v. 17
• no memorial or honor 
• a pit far from men 
• a heap of stones . . . as Achan . . . a somber monument 

 
 Absalom had plans for his glory in death. v. 18

“Men have such plans for their bodies who have none 
for their souls” 
 

 
Conclusion: 
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