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The First Christian Martyr 
 

Acts 7:29f 

 

Introduction:  
 

 

v 29. Moses was raised up… sought to deliver and reconcile Israel, 

but was rejected. He went away to the Gentile and took a 

Gentile wife. 

  

v 30a. After 40 years of preparation Moses has 40 years of 

humiliation before his 40 years of exaltation. 

 

v 30b.  Suddenly the testing ends. It is time. 

 At the thorn bush. The place of the curse. 

 A burning bush. 

 But death was conquered. 

v 31.  “I must turn aside and look” 

 A presence and voice came  

The angel of the Lord, the pre-incarnate Christ 

 

v 32.  The Covenant continues 

 

v 33.  There is Moses “conversion” 

 

v 34.  And now God will use him. God has come down. 

 

v 35-37. Stephen gives an interpretation 

  Moses was a type of Christ 

  Disowned in Egypt… 

 

v 38-39. … at Sinai 

 

v 40-41. … through idolatry 

 

v 42-43. … and in the wilderness. Thus they were exiled. 

 

  

*Stephens point. Both Moses and Christ were divinely sent deliverers 

whom you rejected. 

 

v 44.  From the law to the Tabernacle 

1. The tabernacle was a pattern, copy, and shadow of 

heavenly truth. (Heb. 8) 

2. And a means to “pass over” sin until the final sacrifice of 

Christ. 

 

v 45.  After the conquest the tabernacle came to rest in the land. 

 

v 46.  Whereby it became the permanent Temple. 

 

v 49-50. But God said of the temple that it was only a shadow, a token 

of His presence. 

 

v 51. But such adoration the nation would not bestow. 

 Here we are in the times of the Kings. 

 

v 52. The Prophets summoned the nation to repentance 

   warned of exile 

   Predicted Christ… who came 

 

  …and they crucified Him 

 

v 53. …because they disobeyed the law… and temple… and 

prophets which they did from their origins. 

 

v 54f. Stephen is the latest in a history of rejection. 

 

  

Conclusion: 
 


