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Paul and the Passing of the Torch
Acts 20:13-38 

 

Introduction  
 

v.13-15 From Troas 

 to Assos: A temple of Athena 

 to Chios: birthplace of Homer 

 to Samos: birthplace of Pythagoras 

 to Miletus: birthplace of modern philosophy 

  Religion, literature, mathematics, and philosophy. 

 But God doesn’t mention it because all His attention is on Paul. 

 

 

v.16 Why Pentecost? 

1. One last voice to Israel as they are all gathered 

2. The exhibition of converted Gentiles, the Seven. 

3. And their love for Israel through their monetary gift. 

 

 

v. 17-18 They meet at the shore of Miletus 

  We have seen Eutychus-a young man 

  Seven Pastors-new leadership 

  And now the Ephesian elders-new elders 

 Acts will end in the old passing the torch to the new. 

 

 

v.18 “You saw me…” 

 

 

v.19 “a servant of God” 

 

 

v.20 “and a bold trustee of Biblical truth” 

 

 

v.21 Speaking the hard gospel of faith alone in Christ.  

 And Paul held the line in trial, tears, and plots. 

 

v.22-23 But now… Paul had a new calling 

  “…to Jerusalem”  Why? Rom 9:3 

 A spirit led burden 

 Knowing the trials that awaited him 

 Why would God predict this? We can always endure 

 Why we know God is in charge (Jn. 21:18-19) 

 

 

v.24 But still Paul did not balk 

  “my life is not dear to me” 

  “… but my ministry is” 

– to  testify to the world of the death of Christ. 

 Does this sound like someone else who knowingly went to 

Jerusalem to die? 

 

 

v.25 He predicts “you will never see me again.” 

 

 

v. 26-27 But again Paul wants then to remember –  

 He would not back down from speaking the truth no matter 

what the response. 

 

 

v.28 and now Paul “passes the troch” to the next generation of 

leaders. 

 “Watch yourselves” 

 You are “Overseers” – You protect 

 And “Shepherds” – You provide 

 And you are accountable to God 

 As they are God’s sheep, His precious possession 

 

 

v.29 Because the wolves are coming! 

Men who want power and possessions 
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v.30 Who will divide you by speaking error to gain a following 

 

 

v. 31 again Paul says “Watch,” remembering his example 

 

 

v.32 But Paul knows that someone will remain in Ephesus to keep 

them, God and His grace 

 It will build us 

 And bring us into heaven 

This is called the “perseverance of the saints” 

 

 

v.33-35 But as much as doctrinal purity there is another thing Paul 

wants them to learn from him. 

 Ministerial integrity 

 

 

v.33 “I was no shyster” 

 

 

v.34 “I left you an example of integrity” 

 

 

v.35 “and followed the example of Jesus” 

 

 

v.36-38 This is the kind of leader Christians are loathe to lose.  

 

 

Conclusion: 


