
The Conversion of Saul 
 

Acts 9:1-9 
 
Introduction:  
 
There are three puzzling areas that demand an explanation: 

1. Christ’s resurrection 
2. The disciple’s boldness 
3. The conversion of Saul 

 
Gal. 1:23-24 – What happened? 
 
 
 
v 1. The “rejoicing” of Ch. 8 is followed by “murder”. How 

destructive to Israel! …and from a foremost scholar of Israel. 
 
 Why? Paul is misguided… he is sincerely wrong. 

1. He is loyal to the law and sees Christ as adversarial. 
2. He is loyal to Israel and sees Christ as injurious. 
3. And ambitious (Gal. 1:14) and sees Christ as detrimental. 

 
 But unlike other Pharisees, he is not corrupt but “ignorant in 

unbelief” (1 Tim. 1:13) 
 
 
v 2. So he seeks to do “damage control”   How ironic! 
 
 
v 3. How easily God can protect His church. 
 Saul saw what Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, John on Patmos,  
    and Peter at the Transfiguration all saw.  
      …the glory of Christ. 
 
 
v 4. He did what all did… will do… He bent his knee and confessed 

with his mouth Jesus is Lord. 

 
v 5. Like Moses at the burning bush.  “Who art Thou?” 
  22:10 adds “What must I do?” as law will not help him. 
 
 
v 6. But Christ does not answer him but directs him to the church in 

Damascus. 
 
 Why? 

1. Paul must be one with the church for his sake. 
2. Paul must be embraced by the church for its sake. 

 
 
v 7. The Jews with him… 
 “heard the voice” but did not see the Lord.  

Such are the non-elect. 
 
22:9 says they “did not understand the voice” (John 12:28-29) 
 
As in all the elect, God’s revelation is a personal one. 
(Gal. 1:15-16) 
(John 6:45) 

 
v 8. Paul was blinded from “the brightness of the light” (22:11) 
 
 It is as though he is led captive and helpless to the enemy. 

(2 Kings 6:8-23) 
 
 
v 9. Paul fasts and prays (v11) in sorrow and repentance. 
 for “three days”… like Jesus, he dies to rise anew. 
 (Gal. 1:15-16) This must happen to all of us. 
 
 
Conclusion: 
 1 Tim. 1:12f Paul is a test case for the mercy of God. 
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