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 Denton Bible Church 

 

First Steps of the Big Guy 
 

Acts 9:10f 

Introduction:  
Chapters 9-12 all speak of the preparation of the church for Chapter 13 

and the erupting forth of Israel’s God upon the world through His Son 

and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Chapter 9 is the, perhaps, 5 to 10 year preparation period of the apostle 

Paul... 

 … the man who said “join in following my example” (Phil. 3:17) 

 

Context: Paul has been “laid hold of” by Christ. Life as he knew it has 

passed away. He awaits blind, helpless, and among “enemies”  

And worse, he awaits “guilty” 

 

v 10. The Head once again directs His Body. 

 

v 11. God gives Ananias a vision to give divine authority. 

 Should the church receive murderers? “If I do, you will.” 

 

v 12. A vision is given to Saul to comfort him. “You will be forgiven.” 

 

v 13. The normal reaction. “Grace can’t reach that far.” 

 

v 14. But it’s not what he was but what he can be. 

 

v 15. And what God can make him. 

 

v 16. He who caused suffering will himself willingly suffer. 

 

v 17. Ananias immediately concedes. “Brother Saul.” 

 Saul is family. An immediate equal. 

 

v 18. As a symbol of his new life, he has new sight, new perspective. 

 

v 19. He eats, mourning is over. 

     Fellowship is restored.  Such is conversion. 

  

     

And God’s training begins with Paul. 

 

1.  v 19b. He has a new family. The body of Christ.  

    Enemies are now friends. 

 

2.  v 19b. A new relationship with God (Gal. 1:17) 

   Paul withdraws alone with God. 

 

3.  v 20. He takes a stand…open…unpopular.  

   A new relationship to the world. “This is who I am” 

 

 v 21. People are talking about his change. 

 

4.  v 22. A new relationship to God’s Word. 

   He becomes the first theologian. 

 

5.  v 23. A new relationship to life. 

   He knows the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings. 

 

6.  v 24. A new ministry. “his disciples” saved him. 

 

  v 25. How humiliating! 

 

7.  v 26. A new mentor: Peter (Gal. 1:18) 

 

8.  v 27. A new friend: Barnabas 

 

  v 28-29. What boldness! 

 

9.  v 30. Silent years back home.  

 

10. Ch. 11 An Antioch pastor. 

 

Conclusion: 


