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When the Hard Hand is Dealt
Acts 22:24-24:27 

 

Introduction  
Part of three chapters. I don’t want to drag it out… I’m going to 

summarize. You just follow along. The meaning will surface. 

 

v.24 Paul has been shouted down by the temple crowd. No 

conclusion had been found as to his crime. The Roman captain 

concludes to scourge him, which can lead to death… 

 

v.25 Paul questions the centurion as they prepare him, “Will you 

scourge a Roman?” 

 

v.26 The centurion goes to the commander; “He’s a Roman.” 

 

v.27-28 “You? I bought my citizenship.” meaning “How did you?” 

Paul said, “I was born a Roman.” –  

 

v.29 The captain fears even putting a Roman in chains 

 

v.30 The commander orders the Sanhedrin to convene and 

determine what wrong has been done. 

 

23:1 “I am innocent before God.” 

 

v.2 Ananias understood the assertion… “You are wrong!”  

and had him struck, in contradiction to law. 

 

v.3 Paul reproves him. 

 

v.4 A question: “Don’t you know this is the High Priest?” 

 

v.5 Paul did not recognize the new High Priest 

 

v.6 He looks closer and sees a divide on the Council. 

 He claims to be a pure Pharisee because a Pharisee believed in 

the resurrection… Paul is the ultimate Pharisee. 

 

v.7-8 A division occurred- Sadducees had no belief in the 

resurrection 

 

v.9 “He obviously saw something,” said the Pharisees. 

 

v.10 As in the Old Testament, Israel was often delivered by the 

enemy turning on each other, so they do here.  

   Paul is delivered again by God’s providence.  

 

v.11 Back in jail, his spirit must sag. And there appears Christ! 

 As in Jerusalem 30 years earlier 

 As in Corinth a few years earlier 

 When it’s tough, he draws near 

“I will accomplish what I planned for you” – Hope! 

 

v.12-15 Those who hate him conceive a plot. 

 

v.16 How will God defeat this? Paul’s nephew! 

  We have no idea who he is or how he knew. 

  To this day it is God’s secret. 

  “Out of the mouths of babes” 

 

v.16-22 He informs Paul, then the commander, of the plot. 

 

v.23 At 9 PM an armed cavalry takes Paul secretly to Caesarea, 60 

miles north, the headquarters of Roman rule in the north. 

 

v.24 He takes Paul to the Roman ruler of Judea, Antonius Felix… 

 

v.26-30 …with a note affirming Paul’s innocence and instructing him 

to protect Paul until his accusers come. 

 

v.31 They stop for the night at Antipatris, a military post 30 miles 

from Jerusalem. 
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v.32-33 The next day, they arrive at Caesarea. 

v.34 Paul is from Cilicia, not a nearby province where another could 

judge him, thus he is Felix’s responsibility. 

 

v.35 Paul is kept in what was formerly the palace of Herod the Great 

– What an irony! The man who tried to kill Christ, now 

unknowingly protects His evangelist. 

 

v.24:1 Five days later a lawyer, Tertullus, arrives with accusers, the 

High Priest and Jewish elders. 

 

v.2-5 Tertullus pumps us Felix – “this won’t take long cause you are 

brilliant.” 

 

v.6-7 And he throws 5 accusations at Paul. 

 

v.9 The Jewish crowd heartily agrees.  

 Paul is all alone before Felix surrounded by his enemies 

 

v.10 Paul’s turn to speak.  

He doesn’t flatter… he confidently gives the facts. 

 

v.11 “I was in Jerusalem to worship.” 

 

v.12 “I was in no discussions and was having no problems.” 

 

v.13 “They can prove nothing they claim.” 

 

v.14 But Paul will not go silently! He continues on defending the 

faith. “It is the Way of God, not a sect…” 

 “…faithful to Abraham, Moses, the Prophets.” 

 

v.15 “… accomplishing salvation, the Jewish hope.” 

 

v.16 “I live consistently before God and men as one who must face 

God.” 

v.17 “I came to Jerusalem as an act of kindness & to honor the 

law…” 

 

v.18 “until some Jews from Asia began a riot,” 

 

v.19 “who aren’t here to accuse me.” 

 

v.20 “And these men have nothing to say.” 

 

v.21 “Only that I boldly shouted of our hope in Christ.” Again Paul 

will not back down. 

 

v.22 Felix knows Christianity is no threat and law-abiding so he 

waits for the commander to corroborate testimony. 

  It looks promising. 

 

v.23 Paul is treated as innocent… alright! Things are looking up! 

 

v.24 But… Drusilla shows up to see this famous Jew. She is Jewish. 

She left her first husband; Felix is on his 3
rd

 wife. She left 

number two husband at 15 for Felix. 

 And she wants to hear Paul – “Paul, don’t mess it up!” 

 

v.25 Paul, like John the Baptist, won’t back off. He talks of sin, and 

righteousness, and judgment. And scared Felix who said leave 

for later “ when I find time.” 

 

v.26 He believes Paul in possession of wealth, so he prolongs Paul’s 

imprisonment. 

 

v.27 and then Felix must defend himself in Rome concerning his 

actions in Jewish and Syrian rioting. So as not to offend Israel, 

he holds Paul in prison for two years.  

No church plants, no preaching, no writing, no Rome – Biblical silence 

for two years. Paul has been … “done wrong” by Jews, the Sanhedrin, 

and Romans because he was true to God and his faith. 


