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The Rose of Sharon 
 

Acts 9:31-43 

 

Introduction:  
 

 

 

v 31. A summary verse (cf. 2:42f; 4:32f) 

 Acts 1:8 is happening.  The mustard tree is spreading.   

 And now to the west coast of Israel. 

 “Church” is in the singular as the many are one. 

 

 We see in this verse: 

 Evangelism 

 Discipleship 

 Obedience 

 Divine Enablement 

 

 

v 32. And Doctrinal Unity as Peter visits the churches 

 Lydda is 12 miles north of Joppa. 

 A church has begun through Jerusalem Christians fleeing 

persecution and the preaching of Philip (8:40). 

 

 

v 33. But now an explosion of growth is about to occur. 

 A man paralyzed for 8 years is about to be healed. 

 

 

v 34. “Jesus heals you” The healing is instant and total. 

 As with all miracles, it is a “sign” of God’s redemptive work. 

 As man is “dead” to God and life and unable to change. 

 

 

v 35. The purpose?  Many turned to God and the Gospel is established 

in the west. 

 

 

 

v 36.  Now it spreads south to Joppa. 

  A request comes to Peter about the death of a pillar in the 

church at Joppa, Tabitha or Dorcas. 

 

 

  This is a first. The first natural death of a Christian.  

  The first funeral. 

 Death comes even to the faithful 

 In the midst of faithful laborers 

 And people weep 

 And don’t want to lose them 

 Although lowly in the community 

 Who helped those who hurt as she once hurt 

 In practical ways 

 And who dried their tears with the memories of her life 

 But Christ shall raise them 

 

 

v 42.  Another western stronghold. 

 

 

v 43.  Peter is by the sea 

  with a tanner 

  named Simon. 

 

 

ch. 10:1f – and here God begins a mighty work among the Gentiles. 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 


