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Paul Before Agrippa
Acts 25:1-26:32 

 

Introduction  
2 years have passed 

 

v.1 The new governor arrives – Festus 

 

v.2 Quickly besieged by Paul’s accusers 

 

v.3 And a fresh murder plot involving all the Sanhedrin 

 “bring Paul to Jerusalem” 

 

v.4 “No. Paul is in Caesarea”  

 

v.5 “You go there with your accusations.” 

 

v.6-7 Same song, different verse. Still nothing can be proven against 

Paul. 

 

v.8 Nothing against God’s law, the temple or Roman law. 

 

v.9 Wishing to find favor with the Jews, he asks if Paul is willing 

to be tried in Jerusalem. 

 

v.10 “No. I am standing before Caesar’s tribunal.” 

 

v.11 If I have done wrong, you can execute me right here.  

But not trusting Festus, Paul invokes a Roman right- to stand 

before the Supreme Court, Caesar in Rome. (Now perhaps 

God’s wisdom dawns on Paul.) 

 

v.12 Festus calls for a sidebar. “To Caesar you shall go.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

v.13 But an unexpected couple appears 

 King Agrippa and his half-sister Bernice arrive to welcome the 

new governor.  Herod Agrippa ruled the north of Galilee. 

  Agrippa’s father killed James the apostle 

  His grandfather beheaded John the Baptist 

  His great-grandfather tried to kill Jesus as a child 

 

v.14 Felix said, “Could you help me with this man?” 

 

v.15-16 “He is innocent of any crime.” 

 

v.17-19  “Their disagreement is over points of religion 

 and a man named Jesus who Paul said rose from the dead.” 

 

v.20-21 “I wanted to go to Jerusalem, but he appealed to Caesar.” 

 

v.22 “I would like to hear him” 

 

v.23 Paul will now meet the last of the Herods 

 

v.24 Festus said,  “Everyone wants this man dead” 

 

v.25 “But in him we could find no guilt.” 

 

v.26 “We’ve sent him to Caesar but we can find nothing to charge 

him with… 

 

v.27 …which seems absurd.” 
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26:1 “Speak.” 

 

v.2-3 Thank you. I feel fortunate to stand before a scholar. 

 

v.4-6 Again Paul gives his testimony. 

“I lived as a Pharisee and I am on trial for the hope of the 

Pharisee, life after death.” 

 

v.7 “…a promise that all the Jews are working for in seeking to obey 

God. This is why I am accused.” 

 

v.8 “And I am accused for preaching the resurrection of Jesus, the 

means of salvation.” 

 

v.9-18 In this rendition, there are additions. 

 

v.14 “It’s hard to kick against the goads.” 

  i.e. You can’t win 

 

v.16 “You will receive future revelations.” 

 

v.17 “You will be delivered from all.” 

 

v.18 Verse 18 is high theology 

1. Men are under Satanic darkness 

2. God must open their eyes 

3. That they can repent 

4. And be enlightened 

5. And removed from Satan’s dominion 

6. …unto God’s kingdom 

7. And be forgiven 

8. Receive an inheritance 

9. And be sanctified, reborn 

10. Simply through faith in Christ 

 

 

v.19-20 

11. And live a fruitful life of repentance. 

 

And that is why I preach. A heavenly vision. 

 

v.21 And that is why the Jews want me dead 

 

v.22 But God has helped me and so I stand today stating nothing but 

Old Testament truth 

 

v.23 of the crucifixion, resurrection and offer of salvation 

 

v.24 Festus: “You have lost your mind!” 

 

v.25 “No! My words are of truth and rationality.” 

 

v.26 Paul turns to Agrippa 

 “You know of these things. They happened in your country.” 

 

v.27 “And you believe the prophets.” 

 

v.28 “In such a short time you would actually try to convert me?!” 

 

v.29 My wish is for all who hear me 

   whether a short or long time 

   could be saved as I 

 

v.30-32 All arose and affirmed Paul’s innocence. 

 “He would have been set free had he not appealed to Caesar.” 


