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A New Jonah
Acts 27 

 

Introduction  
 

v.1 Paul begins his journey to Italy from Caesarea. A centurion 

named Julius is assigned to the prisoners, soldiers and sailors, 

in total 276 persons. 

 

v.2 The initial ship sailed the Asian coast, an Adramyttian ship. 

 At a stop Julius will transfer to a ship heading for Rome. 

 With Paul are Luke and Aristarchus, “forever friends.” 

 

v.3 70 miles north at Sidon, Paul is allowed to visit the Christians 

and “receive care.” 

 

v.4 The ship sailed close to Cyprus as the winds were westerly.  

 

v.5 Along the Mediterranean coast they sailed to Myra, a well-

known harbor. This took about 15 days. 

 

v.6 Here again they change ships to an Egyptian ship loaded with 

grain, headed to Rome.   

 

v.7 But the increased winds demand they sail under the shelter of 

Crete, an island 160 miles long. 

 

v.8 Fair Havens was a port midway on the southern coast, where 

they stayed “for a considerable time.” 

 The voyage was becoming dangerous… 

 

v.9 …because “the fast” of Yom Kippur in early October was 

already past. The usual sailing season is from Pentecost to 

Yom Kippur. The Romans considered sailing after September 

15 doubtful, after November 11 suicide. They were out of time. 

 

 

 

 

v.10 So Paul warned them, “don’t go on or you will lose all.” 

 This voyage is a picture of life. “The ship of the prisoners.” 

 A ship of the accused 

 Heading to final judgment 

 And on board is a Christian with the truth saying, “don’t go 

on” 

 

v.11 Paul was disregarded as the experts prevailed. 

 And Paul will disappear until v.21 when all is almost lost. 

 

v.12 The majority opinion is also to move on to reach Phoenix and 

stay there for the winter. 

 “We’ll ride it out till things get better.” 

 

v.13 And when a southerly wind arose they felt Phoenix was a good 

decision and began sailing close to the coast of Crete. 

 “Bon Voyage” 

 

v.14 But suddenly their fortunes reverse as a “northeaster,” 

“Euraquilo” rushed down from Crete. 

 

v.15 And the ship lost control and is driven out to sea. 

  Such is life. 

  They are now in survival mode. 

 

v.16 They found an island to break the wind and save the ship’s 

boat. 

 

v.17 Then ran cables or “helps” under the ship to hold it together. 

Fearing they would drift south into the quicksand of Syrtis off 

the coast of Tunisia, they let down an anchor of the ship’s 

gear to slow them down. 

 

v.18 But the next day threw out the cargo just to sit higher in the 

water. “Forget your plans. Just stay alive.” 



Sermon Notes 07.23.2017 
 Denton Bible Church 

 

 

v.19 The ship’s “tackle” is used as a brake. They have lost all 

control. 

 

v.20 And all direction is “lost at sea.” All hope is abandoned. 

 

v.21 And now Paul stood up. “I told you so.” 

 

v.22 “But we’re going to make it.” 

 

v.23 “Because tonight God appeared to me.” 

 

v.24 “And promised to save me and you just because you are sailing 

with me. Trust the promise of salvation.” 

 

v.25 “Don’t despair. I believe God and His Word is true.” 

 

v.26 “But we are going to lose our ship before we get to Rome.” 

 

v.27 Fourteen days after Fair Havens in the storm… 

 

v.28 …they begin to approach Malta 

 

v.29 Fearing the rocks they cast their anchors and “were praying to 

make it till daybreak.” Like the sailors of Jonah. 

 

v.30 The sailors tried to save themselves on the ship’s boat. 

 

v.31 Paul told the centurion that without their expertise in landing 

the ship all would be lost. i.e. You must trust God completely 

to the end. 

 

v.32 Which he did. The centurion trusts Paul completely. 

 

v.33-35 Paul now led these unbelievers in a communion meal of 

thanksgiving for their deliverance even before it has occurred. 

He gives them assurance. Much like our Lord’s supper. 

 

v.36 And all on the ship believed him and followed. 

 

v.37 They now numbered the men in preparation to land. 

 

v.38 And lightened the ship to ride high in the water. 

 

v.39 “Land ho!” 

 

v.40 They hit the beach as fast as they could to get as far on as they 

could. 

 

v.41 They ran aground where 2 seas met. The ship broke up but the 

prow held fast. This, I believe, is a picture of death. 

 

v.42-43   The centurion brings all safely to land because of Paul’s 

integrity and life. 

 

v.44 and all arrived safe 

 

Application: 

 We are headed home with a ship of fools 

 Who have violated laws and are accused. 

 We tell them to turn because they are in contradiction to reality 

 But the experts and majority override us and disregard us. 

 Things start well 

 Until Euraquilo rushes in 

 And all hope is abandoned. 

 Then we stand and preach 

 And call men to our faithful God 

 And Christ’s death 

 And faith till the end 

 Then our ship breaks up 

 But we are safe. 


