
Sermon Notes 09.17.2017 
 Denton Bible Church 

 

The Protestant Reformation 

Part 1: The Need of the Reformation and Its “Morning Stars”
 

 

 

What was the Reformation?  It was the 16
th

 century movement back to 

the singular authority of the Bible.  A re-forming.  It was a protest 

against what Christianity had become. 

 

 

 

There had arisen a division between the church’s leadership and its laity.  

The laity was entirely dependent on the leadership to get them to heaven. 

 

 

 

A number of crucial events occurred in the 2 centuries before the 

Reformation that demanded a response. 

1. “The Babylonian Captivity of the Church” 

 

2. The Great Schism 

 

3. The Conciliar Movement 

 

 

 

All of these caused a great lack of confidence among the laity 

concerning church leadership. 

 

 

 

Certain men began to arise in protest and move “back to the Bible” 

1. John Wycliffe of England and the Lollards 

2. Jan Hus of Bohemia and the Hussites 

3. Peter Waldo of France and the Waldensens 

*all 3 were condemned 

 

 

 

 

Seven occurrences in history made the Reformation hasten. 

1. Nations had arisen with their own sense of identity and 

independence. 

 

2. Universities had begun as more than royalty and clergy wanted 

to think for themselves. 

 

3. A middle class of tradesmen had arisen with a sense of 

independence. 

 

4. A new “scientific” knowledge had begun based not on tradition 

and superstition but first hand observation. 

 

5. Greek manuscripts had come from Constantinople to the west in 

1453 that predated Jerome’s Latin Vulgate.  Now men could read 

the New Testament in its original language.  (“Ad Fontes”) 

 

6. The church had lost its integrity among much of the laity. 

 

7. The Renaissance turned man’s eyes from life after death to 

desiring a life now.  Man’s reason and glory had been elevated. 

 

8. Gutenberg’s printing press 

 

 

Three questions were now demanding new answers. 

1. What was truth?  The Bible or the Bible and tradition 

2. What is salvation?  Faith alone in Christ or faith plus the works 

of church sacraments 

3. What is the church?  All Christians or the clergy who get the 

laity into heaven 


