
Beyond the Veil 
 

2 Corinthians 3:12-18 
 
Introduction: 
 
Three keys ideas:   

• Moses’ fading face.  Represents the temporal nature of law. 
• Moses’ veiling.  Is used by Paul as a two-fold illustration. 

1. The obscurity of law . . . “Veiled” . . . typed, symbols, 
shadow. 

2. The darkness of Israel . . . “Veiled”. . . could not see 
beneath. 

 
• Moses’ removing of the veil 

 after he turned to the Lord. 
 
v. 12.   We are bold . . . 
 
v. 13.   Not as Moses . . who veiled his face 
 

• As his was a veiled revelation 
• Thus, salvation was obscured . . hidden (Eph. 3:5) 
• Thus . . Moses ministry was temporary . . fading 

 There was “an end of what was fading” 
 

Why?    Because the plan of God was to make the scheme of 
salvation a gradual thing. 

   “Progressive revelation” 
 

*Adam  thru *Abraham to *Moses 
 Promise             Covenant           a tutor 
                a type 

• Paul was a “theological midwife” 
 
But . . . 
 

v. 14a.   They did not understand the meaning of law to be Christ 
  as 
v. 14b.   even today! a veil “lies over their heart” 
 

• Only in turning to Christ can they see. . . when a Jew turns, his 
Bible opens!!! 

 
v. 15.    It remains because the veil is on their heart 
  The source of their darkness was not the O.T. failure but  
   their hardened heart not going behind the veil. 
   Luke 24:25 
 
v. 16. But as Exodus taught, when Moses “turned to God” 
 the veil was removed;  he beheld God. 
 

 So Today . . when a Jew turns to Christ . . the Lord . . he 
sees the O.T. clearly.  This is the key to the O.T. – Christ 

 
v. 17. Because “the Lord is the Holy Spirit” 
  To receive Him is to receive the Holy Spirit 
  “ . . liberty . .” in all the Spirit’s enlightenment, 
       power, freedom 
 
v. 18. “We all. . . ” Those who have turned . . . who are unveiled 

The Church. The enlightened.  
 

Who have seen Christ in the Word 
Those the Spirit has made free. . . Rebirth 
 

• “the mirror” –  A reflection . . . not the direct person 
• “the glory” – Christ . . . the Lord  
• How do we see Him?  Where is His reflection?  The WORD! 
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John 17:24 The apex of human existence 
   The finality of our existence 
               We begin that now. 
 
And this vision is transformative 
• “beholding” . . Present tense 
• We look to Christ. We see Him in the Word. We see deeply, 
• And become like Him as we behold Him, 
• Progressively,   “Glory to Glory”   i.e. We don’t fade! 
• By God’s spirit. 

 
 
 
Conclusion: 
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