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The Trinity in the Old Testament 
 

 

Introduction 

 

We saw last week that without question the Bible teaches: 

1. One God 

2. Three distinct persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

3. All divine and referred to as God 

4. All in perfect union 

 

 

We saw that the church hammered out doctrine and dogma by 325 to 

381 A.D. 

 

After 381, the church clarified its position on Christ’s humanity.  

 

 

We also saw that the Trinity is all about us as the Trinity accounts for 

1. The order of all things. Unity and diversity. 

2. The order of authority and submission 

3. The order of loving relationships 

 

Thus to be out of step with God, who is Trinity, will be out of step with 

all things. 

 

 

 

 

The Trinity in the Old Testament 

1. Genesis 1:1-3 

 Planner Father 

 Builder Son 

 Means Spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The “us” pronoun 

 

 

3. The “Angel of the Lord” 

 Gen.  15  

18  

22  

32  

 Exodus 3  

 To David 

 To the King of Judah  

 

He cares for, reveals, leads, and protects 

 

 

4. The Coming Messiah 

 Ps. 110 

 Jer. 23:9 

 Micah 5:2 

 Zech. 12:10 

 

 

5. The Holy Spirit is seen as divine 

 Ps. 139 

 He reveals God, inspires God’s word 

 Enables for the divine task 
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Terminology and Heretical Groups  

 
Ebionites – a Jewish Christian heresy that rejected the writings of Paul and 

regarded Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah while rejecting his divinity and 

insisting on the necessity of following Jewish law and rites. The Ebionites 

denied the Trinity, the preexistence of Jesus, and he death of Jesus as 

atonement for sin. 

Gnosticism – dualistic heresy influenced by philosophers such as Plato. As 

dualists, they regarded matter as inherently evil and spirit as good (anything 

done in the body, even gross sin, had no meaning since real life exists in the 

spirit realm only). They derived their name from the Greek term for 

knowledge (gnosis) and taught that salvation came through secret knowledge 

delivered from the Supreme Being by the messenger Christ, a generated 

spiritual being and lesser divinity.  They not only denied the Trinity, but many 

also taught that Christ was not fully human but only appeared or seemed to 

be human (a heresy called Docetism derived from the Greek word “to seem”). 

Sabellianism/Modalistic Monarchianism – the heretical belief that God is one 

person who has revealed himself in three forms or modes. During the 

incarnation, Jesus was simply God acting in one mode or role, and the Holy 

Spirit at Pentecost was God acting in a different mode. Thus, God does not 

exist as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit at the same time. 

Adoptionism/Dynamic Monarchianism – the heretical doctrine that Christ 

was a mere man who was held to be the Son of God by the infinitely high 

degree to which he had been filled with wisdom and power.  

Arianism – asserted that Jesus Christ is the Son of God who was created by 

God the Father at a point in time, is distinct from the Father, and is 

subordinate to the Father. Arianism was deemed heresy by the Council of 

Nicaea in 325 AD. 

 
Nestorianism – the heretical doctrine that there were two separate persons, 

one human, the “man Jesus,” and one divine, the “divine Son of God,” in the 

incarnate Christ. It is named after Nestorius, patriarch of Constantinople (428–

431 AD). Nestorianism was deemed heresy by the Council of Ephesus in 431 

AD and the Council of Chalcedon in 451 AD. 

Monophysitism – is the broader more general heretical position that Christ 

has only one (monos) nature (physis), as opposed to the Chalcedonian view 

that holds that Christ has two natures, one divine and one human. Two major 

heresies that are monophysite are Eutychianism and Apollinarianism. 

Apollinarianism – a view proposed by Apollinaris of Laodicea (died 390 AD) 

that Jesus was not fully human with a human intellect or “rational soul”; 

rather, the “mind” of Jesus was taken over by the “divine Logos.” 

Apollinarianism was deemed heresy by the First Council of Constantinople in 

381 AD. 

Eutychianism – the view of Eutyches that Christ had only one nature - a 

confused mixture of Christ’s true humanity and his true deity. The human 

nature was blended or fused with the divine (“dissolved like a drop of honey 

in the sea”).  

Monothelitism – the view that Jesus Christ has two natures but only one will. 

This is contrary to the Christology that Jesus Christ has two wills (human and 

divine) corresponding to his two natures (dyothelitism). Monothelitism was 

denounced as heretical in 681 AD at the Third Council of Constantinople. 

 

 


