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Using Dialogue

Dialogue is a conversation or speech that is written down as part of a
piece of narrative text.

It is usually ...and it can be
between two or N -
D Yo really useful

ILCITE 2L i< when describing

characters or
advancing a
story’s plot.
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Punctuating Speech

When writing dialogue, it's important that you punctuate
the speech correctly.

“We've gone the wrong way... again,” sighed Borys,
who was fed up of flying around in circles.

“No we haven't!” shouted Beryl over the buzz of
hundreds of pairs of beating wings. “Queen Betty
knows the way and, anyway, I'm sure that we've not
seen this patch of flowers before.”
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Using Dialogue to Advance the Action

Dialogue can be great when advancing the plot of a story.
Try using your characters to tell the reader what is happening.

“Rosiedt\Whantedt? sighetl Resigo wibe Bnahesdsaid,
festirigadigo pesi-itig aedtenddoor. It creaked slightly;
James jumped. Rosie rolled her eyes at the sight of

Bl inegd 52%5%5 Ured boi Gy g paderiiRien H a
f r Oenteo?vHe OPEHYPE™: there...there's...a...” 3 . i

s ikeele? seiddelmes s thstBivigaHBe. ‘ S
?dﬂer‘édpf)‘iﬁlm@ at an empty space. Stop it,
please; you're scaring me,” James begged.

“It’s fine. there's nothina he...” Jl*"%

How has the dialogue helped to advance the action?
Would you still know what was happening if you took away all of the speech?
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Using Dialogue to Create Tension

Dialogue can really help to create tension within a text.
Having two or more characters in danger can make
great dialogue for your reader.

“Yolyge, Wene Bob lessetinaedfiVE canosebs
bleforeve strerbinge fordagrde! (elled Rob.

Jdigeel omitegobed ital rhakeitthdagaenplimighedlls. |
“Were' s.abtlenond divew ito lyatecut!”

“We've got to try. If we don't,
we'll be trapped in here for sure.”

How has the dialogue helped to create tension?
Would the writing be as tense without any dialogue?
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Using Dialogue to Develop Characters

Dialogue can be an interesting way to develop characters.
Think about the way your characters talk and what that might say
about their personality.

“Baed dmgpont?sdod anealder lgesitleman
Whe' safiri rigofolr cHaub®s. “What fine weather
1fd appbdyrItovbeldospagd all day on one

of ‘em hover fings. Now, that’s fine transport!”
“You what?” exclaimed a second man, who

also happened to be waiting. “What is
you on about? It's well ‘ot and I ain’t likin’ it.”

“I do beg your pardon; it's just that I rarely \
manage to leave the house these days and >
I find a spot of sunshine to be most beneficial. ¢ ’ |

What can you tell about the characters from their dialogue?
How has the author used different types of speech to develop the characters?
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Dialogue can be really useful when advancing the action and
developing characters in your writing.

Using Dialogue to Advance the Action

Use your characters’ dialogue to tell the story.
Remember to have your characters talk about the events
otherwise the plot will not advance.

Using Dialogue to Create Tension

Use the dialogue between your characters to create tension.
Try making them shout or stutter to give the impression of
urgency or fear.

Using Dialogue to Develop Characters

Use the way that your character speaks and their choice
of words to show your reader more about their
personality, attitude and viewpoint.
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Using Dialogue to Advance the Action

Dialogue can be really useful when advancing the plot of a story.
Use your characters’ speech to describe what is happening.

Look at this picture of two
dueling superheroes.
Make some notes about what is happening.

Imagine that your reader can't see the picture.
Write some dialogue between the characters that describes what is happening.
Remember to include the correct speech punctuation.
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Using Dialogue to Create Tension

Dialogue can be really useful when creating tension. Use the way your characters talk to
convey urgency, fear and panic. Don't give everything away in the first sentence; you want
to keep your reader wanting to know more.

Write some dialogue between your two characters. Try to use what they're saying to
create tension by making your reader concerned for their safety.
Remember to include the correct speech punctuation.
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Using Dialogue to Develop Characters

Dialogue can be really useful when describing characters. The way that somebody talks and
the words they choose to use can tell you a lot about their character. ,

Make notes about the characters’ personalities in the boxes below.

Name: Name:

Write some dialogue between the two characters. Think carefully about the way that
each character speaks and use the dialogue to describe their personalities.
Remember to include the correct speech punctuation.

: Focused education on life’s walk!
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