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Thank you for your purchase. 

I hope you and your students enjoy 
using this product. 

 
Subscribe to my free newsletter  

and receive a free lesson and 
worksheet on Capitalization.  

Click here 
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• Use this item for personal/
student use in a single 
classroom.

• Purchase licenses at a big 
discount for others to use 
this resource.

• Enjoy this product for years 
to come (check back for 
updated versions).

• Give this item to your friends 
or colleagues.

• Copy this item for use by 
others.

• Post this item on a website 
for download. This includes 
personal websites, district 
websites, Amazon Inspire, 
and any for-profit website.

• Post this item or any like 
copy for sale or for free.

© Charlene Tess

All rights reserved. Purchase of this unit entitles the purchaser the right to reproduce the pages in limited 
quantities for single classroom use only.  Duplication for an entire school, an entire school system or 
commercial purposes is strictly forbidden without written permission from the publisher. 

Copying any part of this product and placing it on the Internet in any form (even a personal/
classroom website) is strictly forbidden and is a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act 
(DMCA). These items can be picked up in a google search and then shared worldwide for free.

You may post this Google Drive Resource to your own secure and password-protected class site such as 
Google Classroom or something similar if only your students have access. The purchase of this resource 
does not grant a commercial license and is not to be used on a for-profit website or in a for-profit course.

FONT and CLIP ART CREDITS:

Thank You for Respecting My Work.

You May: You May Not:
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How to Avoid Writing Run-On Sentences 

Are you sometimes baffled by the grades your teacher gives you? 

Perhaps you wrote your paper very carefully, and even took the time to proofread it. You 
were expecting a good grade on a writing assignment, and instead you got back a paper 
with red ink all over it. The culprit is often a run-on sentence or two that crept into your 
paper.  

How do you avoid writing run-on sentences, and how do you recognize them 
in your writing. 

Consider the following: 

1. A sentence will become a run-on sentence just because you forget to put in a comma.

For example: 
The current was swift and he could not swim to shore. 
(This sentence is a RUN-ON because there is not a comma in front of the short 
conjunction “and” that joins the two sentences.) 

2. Sometimes you might accidentally use just a comma to join two sentences creating a
comma splice, and that creates a run-on sentence. 

For example: 
The current was swift, he could not swim to shore.  
(This sentence is a RUN-ON because you cannot join two complete sentences with just a 
comma.) 

3. Sometimes you might join two complete sentences without any punctuation at all.
Most good writers do not do that, but, hey, it happens. 

For example: The current was swift he could not swim to shore. 
(This sentence is a RUN-ON because there is no punctuation or conjunction between the 
two complete sentences. 

The easiest way to avoid run on sentences is to scan the sentences you have 
written when you do your proofreading. Look for subjects and verbs. Determine if you 
have written two sentences.  
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If you have, be sure you have joined them in one of the following ways. 

• You can join two sentences with:
,and ,for 
,but ,nor 
,or ,yet 

(Be absolutely sure you place a comma in front of these short conjunctions.)
The current was swift, and he could not swim to shore.

• You can join two sentences with a semicolon (;)
(Be sure the sentences are fairly short and closely related.

The current was swift; he could not swim to shore.

• You can join two sentences with a longer conjunction such as therefore, moreover,
nevertheless, consequently, etc.

If you use a longer conjunction, you must place a semicolon in front of it and a
comma after it.

The current was swift; consequently, he could not swim to shore.

If you are careful to determine that you have two sentences, and then 
join them together with the proper punctuation, the problem of using 
run-on sentences in your writing will disappear.  
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Practice with Run-On Sentences 
For Valentine’s Day 

Instructions. Read each sentence. If it is a run-on sentence, rewrite it correctly on the line beneath it. If it is a correctly 
written sentence, write the word “correct” on the line. 

1. The Valentine’s Day hearts were sweet and she did not want to ruin her appetite.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Some people buy Valentine’s Day cards from the store others make them by hand.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. I would like you to come to my party it is a Valentine’s Day party.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. I already have all the ingredients do you want to make cupcakes?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Take several sheets of paper and some colored markers make your own Valentine’s Day cards.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. From her window, Carrie saw a snow-covered hill people were sledding on it.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. The candy box was heart shaped, it had chocolates in it.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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8. The weather is icy and my fingers are nearly frozen.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. The gym was decorated with pink paper streamers, the Valentine’s Day dance had begun.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. The card was sweet it embarrassed him.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

INSTRUCTIONS: Join the following sentences using a conjunction or a semi-colon to create a compound sentence. Be 
careful not to create a run-on sentence. 

11. The card was covered with lace.
I planned to give it to my girlfriend.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. Mom ate the candy.
She said I had ruined her diet.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Answers 
(Answers may vary.) 

1. The Valentine’s Day hearts were sweet, and she did not want to ruin her appetite.

2. Some people buy Valentine’s Day cards from the store; others make them by hand.

3. I would like you to come to my party. It is a Valentine’s Day party.

4. I already have all the ingredients. Do you want to make cupcakes?

5. Take several sheets of paper and some colored markers. Make your own Valentine’s Day cards.

6. From her window, Carrie saw a snow-covered hill. People were sledding on it.

7. The candy box was heart shaped. It had chocolates in it.

8. The weather is icy, and my fingers are nearly frozen.

9. The gym was decorated with pink paper streamers. The Valentine’s Day dance had begun.

10. The card was sweet. It embarrassed him.

11. The card was covered with lace, so I planned to give it to my girlfriend.

12. Mom ate the candy, but she said I had ruined her diet.

GRADING SCALE 

-1 = 92 
-2 = 83 
-3 = 75 
-4 = 67 
-5 = 58 
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This time-saving bundle includes: 
• Avoid the Greengrocer’s Apostrophe 
• Correcting Run-On Sentences for Valentine’s Day Freebie 
• How to Avoid Run-On Sentences 
• Practice with Apostrophes Boom Cards Deck 1  
• Practice with Apostrophes Boom Cards Deck 2  
• Practice with Possessive Nouns 
• Proofreading for Capitalization, Punctuation, and Spelling Boom Cards Deck One 
• Proofreading for Capitalization, Punctuation, and Spelling Boom Cards Deck Two 
• Punctuation capitalization, and Usage Skills 
• Using Apostrophes Correctly Grammar Worksheets 
• Valentine’s Day Activity How to Use Apostrophes Correctly Freebie 
 
 

PUNCTUATION PRACTICE BUNDLE 
CLICK HERE to save 20% off the individual resources by purchasing this bundle. $$$ 
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