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This contribution summarizes knowledge about sea cucumbers (Cucumaria frondosa) in Nunavut 

(Canadian Arctic) with a focus on Qikiqtait (the traditional name of the Belcher Islands) where Inuit have 

been integrating echinoderms to their diet for centuries. A review of available data on sea cucumber 

resources across the Canadian Arctic Archipelago is provided. We identify major gaps in the context of 

traditional fisheries and potential commercial initiatives. We also present a case study of current research 

being conducted in Sanikiluaq in collaboration with the local community to generate opportunities for 

knowledge coproduction, education, and conservation around sea cucumbers and other benthic 

resources. 

ᑖᓐᓇ ᐃᑲᔫᑎ ᓇᐃᓪᓕᒋᐊᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂᑦ ᖂᖅᓱᔫᓂᑦ (Cucumaria frondosa) ᓄᓇᕘᒥ (ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ 

ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᑐᖓᓂ) ᐱᑦᔪᑎᖃᓗᐊᓱᑎᒃ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᐃᑦ (ᐊᑎᑐᖃᖓ ᓴᓂᑭᓗᐊᑉ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ) ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 

ᐃᓚᒋᓕᐅᑦᔨᖃᑦᑕᓯᒪᒻᒪᑕ ᓂᖀᓄᑦ  ᓂᕆᕙᑦᑕᒥᓄᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒐᓴᓄᑦ. ᕿᒥᕐᕈᒐᐃᑦ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᑎᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᓪᓚᓯᓴᔪᑦ ᖂᖅᓱᔫᑦ 

ᒥᑦᓵᓄᑦ ᐱᑕᖃᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᑐᖓᓂ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᑎᑕᐅᔪᖅ. ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᕗᒍᑦ ᐱᑕᖃᙱᓂᐅᔪᓂᑦ 

ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᒍᑎᑐᖃᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᒍᓐᓇᑐᓂᑦ. ᓴᑭᑎᑦᓯᓚᐅᕆᕗᒍᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐱᑦᔪᑕᐅᔪᒥᑦ 

ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᒥᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᒥᐅᔪᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᒥᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥᑦ ᓴᓂᑭᓗᐊᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᖅᓱᑕ ᓄᓇᓕᒥᐅᓂᑦ 

ᓄᐃᑦᓯᒍᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐱᕕᑦᓴᓂᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᐃᑦᓯᒐᓱᐊᖃᑎᖃᕈᓐᓇᓂᕐᒥᑦ, ᐃᓕᓴᐃᓂᕐᒥᑦ, ᓄᖑᕋᐃᓗᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᕐᒥᓗ 

ᐱᑦᔪᑎᖃᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᖂᖅᓱᔫᓂᑦ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᓗ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᒍᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂᑦ. 
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