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A shallow nursery site for juveniles of the commercial sea cucumber Cucumaria frondosa was discovered 

and described in Qikiqtait (Nunavut). Individuals between 0.9 and 40 mm long were found in the channel 

of Kataapik, living attached to live blue mussels, empty mussel shells and stones, at a depth ranging 

between 1.8 and 2.5 m. The density of juveniles in the nursery of Kataapik ranged from only a few 

individuals up to more than 100 per square meter. Individuals measuring less than 2 mm were considered 

as early recruits (= individuals less than 1 year old), while the longest juveniles (~40 mm) were estimated 

to be 4 years old. Early recruits and juveniles used different parts of the nursery habitat. Early recruits 

were found sheltered within mussel clumps or between live mussels. As they grew larger (over 9 mm), 

they moved onto more open surfaces, such as empty mussel shells or stones. No adults were observed in 

the nursery. Protecting these nursery environments is therefore important for sustaining healthy sea 

cucumber populations and fisheries. 

ᐃᒃᑲᑐᒥ ᐱᕈ3ᕕᒥᓂ ᖂᖅᓱᔫᓂᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᐊᑦᓴᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᒧᑦ Cucumaria frondosa ᑕᑯᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ  ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓱᓂᓗ 

ᕿᑭᖅᑕᐃᑦ (ᓄᓇᕗᑦ). ᐃᒻᒥᑰᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᖏᓂᖃᖅᑐᑦ 0.9 ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 40 mm ᐊᑯᓐᓂᖓᓂ ᑲᑖᐱᒻᒥ, ᐃᓚᖃᖅᓱᑎᒃ ᐆᒪᔪᓂᑦ 

ᑐᖑᔪᖅᑕᓂᑦ  ᐅᕕᓗᕐᓂᑦ, ᐃᓗᓕᖃᙱᑦᑐᓂᑦ ᐅᕕᓗᕐᓂᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ  ᐅᔭᕋᓂᑦ, ᐃᑎᓂᓕᒻᒥᒃ 1.8 ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 2.5 ᒦᑕᓂ. 

ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᐱᕈᕇᖅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᑲᑖᐱᒥ ᐊᑦᔨᒌᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᑦ, ᐅᓄᓕᕇᑦ 100 ᐅᖓᑖᓃᓱᑎᒃ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥᑦ ᐆᑦᑑᑎᒥᑦ 

ᐃᓂᖃᖅᓱᑎᒃ. ᐃᓕᒃᑰᑎᖅᑐᑦ 2 ᒥᓕᒦᑕᓂᒃ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᔫᑦ ᐱᒋᐊᓕᓵᕐᓂᑯᑦ (ᑐᑭᖃᕐᓱᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᖃᕆᐊᖏᑦ 

ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᕋᑕᖕᖏᑐᓂᑦ), ᑕᑭᓂᕐᐹᖏᑦ ᒥᑭᔪᐃᑦ, ᒫᓂ (40 mm), ᒥᑦᓴᐅᓵᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᔫᑦ ᓯᑕᒪᓂᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᖃᕆᐊᖏᑦ. 

ᐱᒋᐊᓕᓵᕐᓂᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᕈᕇᖅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᓇᔪᖅᐸᑕᖏᑦ ᐊᑦᔨᒌᙱᑐᓂ ᐃᓂᓂ ᐃᕐᓂᓱᕝᕕᐅᕙᑦᑐᓂ. ᐱᒋᐊᓕᓵᖅᑐᑦ 

ᓇᓂᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᒻᒧᐊᓃᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᐅᕕᓗᕐᓂ, ᐅᕕᓗᐃᑦ ᐊᑯᓐᓂᖓᓃᑦᓱᑎᒃ, ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐅᕕᓗᐃᑦ ᐃᕙᓗᖏᓐᓂ. 

ᐊᖏᓕᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᕐᒥᓂ (9 mm ᐅᖓᑖᓄᑦ), ᓅᑉᐸᓕᐊᑦᓱᑎᒃ ᓂᑦᑕᓂᖅᓴᒧᑦ, ᐅᕕᓗᕕᓃᑦᐃᓗᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 

ᐅᔭᕋᐃᑦ. ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓕᖅᑐᓂᑦ  ᑕᑯᔪᖃᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᒥᑭᔪᒃᑯᕕᒻᒥ. ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᕗᖅ ᓴᐳᑎᓯᒪᓗᒋᑦ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ ᐱᕈᕐᕕᐅᔪᐃᑦ 

ᐊᕙᑎᖏᑦ ᑲᔪᓯᑎᑦᓯᒍᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᙱᓯᐊᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᖂᖅᓱᔫᑦ ᑲᔪᓯᑎᑦᓯᒍᒪᓂᕐᒧᓗ ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥᒃ.  
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