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About the Access to Medicine Foundation

• The Foundation stimulates and guides pharmaceutical companies to improve 
access to medicine and limit drug-resistant infections.

• The Foundation was founded in 2005 and has published its flagship Access to 
Medicine Index since 2008.

• The Foundation is a non-profit organisation and does not receive any funding 
from the pharmaceutical industry.
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The 2021 Index

What we measure
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Scale and Scope of the 2021 Access to Medicine Index





The 2021 Index

Emerging vaccine issues and the road ahead
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No companies involved in R&D for 10 of the 16 
emerging infectious diseases
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Are companies planning ahead for access?



How many companies have supranational agreements 
(e.g., partnerships with Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance) and 
do they offer the same terms to non-eligible countries?
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Lessons learned from the past decade 

Trends from the Access to Medicine Foundation 
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Company involvement in vaccine development remains 
relatively constant since 2014
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Further work is urgently needed

• Few companies have been active in developing vaccines for HIV/AIDS, malaria and 
tuberculosis, that kill over 2.4 million people a year. 

• This is in stark contrast to company efforts to develop vaccines for lower respiratory 
infections, meningitis, and in 2021, COVID-19 which tend to have promising market 
potential in high-income countries. 

• Less lucrative diseases, in particular NTDs and infections caused by drug-resistant 
bacteria, have received almost no attention in the last 10 years from companies in 
scope with regards to vaccine R&D, with the exception of dengue.
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• Advanced market commitments and market-shaping mechanisms directly address 
the fragility and uncertainty of pharmaceutical markets for specific products or in 
certain geographic regions.

• E.g., pooled procurement mechanisms used by organisations such as Gavi, the 
Vaccine Alliance; the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO); and UNICEF have 
helped to strengthen and provide security to the global vaccine market.

• COVID-19 has proven that vaccine development can be expedited to 
unprecedented speeds when global priorities are clear and advanced market 
commitments are in place. 

• Companies must be incentivised to proactively address areas where urgent R&D 
action is still needed, and partner with other manufacturers both to prevent the 
next pandemic, but also to move forward with vaccine development for other 
disease areas. 

Factors encouraging vaccine development
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