
1

FROM WWW.CARIBEAN360.COM



• Key gaps in 
development of
vaccines, therapeutics, 
diagnostic tests 

• Transitioning from 
research /preparedness 
to action





• New or known diseases

• Natural, deliberate, accidental outbreaks

• Special demands of WHO

• Excluded diseases managed through different 
platforms/programmes eg influenza, malaria, 
TB/HIV

Many prioritisation exercises have 
been performed before



Formulate criteria, weight for importance, 
assess diseases against criteria 

• Agent -based factors 

• Host- based factors

• Clinical disease factors

• Public health capacity/impact factors

• Epidemiological factors 

• Broader context factors 



Prioritization of key Pathogens



• Spill over potential 
• Human transmissibility (inc population immunity, 

behavioural factors)
• Severity or case fatality rate
• Evolutionary potential (evolvability)
•
• Difficulty of detection or control
• Public health context of the affected area
• Potential scope of outbreak (risk of international spread)
• Potential societal impacts
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• Chikungunya
• Zika
• Severe Fever with Thrombocytopenia Syndrome



• Dengue Fever (already established 
initiatives)

• Plague  (medical countermeasures and 
Public Health control measures exist) 

• Avian influenza causing severe human 
disease

• Carbapenem-resistant Enterobacteriaceae
• Monkeypox

Also considered……



• Specific versus ‘ broad’ approach

• Consequences of  not prioritising

• Optimising interventions  

• New diseases/pathogens…limited data 









• Decision instrument needed for new diseases

• Review landscape and repeat prioritization on 
annual basis; regular methodological review

• Emergency advice as needed for urgent 
prioritization

• Operational plan for initiating action during a 
health event

Next steps



Preparing for the
inevitable


