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Definitions

• Zero-dose children
• Children that have not received any routine vaccine
• Indicator for monitoring at global/national level:  lack of DTP1 

• Zero-dose communities
• Communities with high proportion of zero-dose children that share 

the same socio-economic or geographical attributes 
• Similar to missed communities, marginalized communities, or 

neglected populations



WUENIC 2021

25 million children were 
un-or under-vaccinated 
in 2021, 2 million more 
than in 2020, and 6 million 
more than in 2019
Coverage of the third dose of diphtheria, tetanus, 
and pertussis vaccine (DTP-3) dropped a further 
2% compared 2020, to 81% in 2021, leaving 25 
million children vulnerable to vaccine-
preventable diseases

The Immunization Agenda 2030 aims to make 
vaccination available to everyone, everywhere, by 
2030. The Covid-19 pandemic, associated disruptions, 
and Covid-19 vaccination efforts have strained health 
systems in 2020 and 2021, resulting in 25 million 
children missing out on vaccination, 6 million more 
than in 2019 and the highest number since 2008. The 
number of children missing out on any vaccination -
“zero-dose children” – increased by 5 million in 2021 
compared with 2019, going from 13 to 18 million.

In this analysis, zero-dose children are those who lack any 
dose of DTP. Under-vaccinated are those who received one 
dose, but not a third protective dose.
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The number of zero-dose 
children increased sharply 
during the 2020-2021 
pandemic years 
The number of zero-dose children – those never 
vaccinated with even a first dose of DTP-
containing vaccine, increased by 37%, from 13 to 18 
million since 2019. 

18 million children were left out by immunization 
services in 2021, a number not seen since 2005. 
Almost all zero-dose children live in low- and 
middle-income countries, especially in the African 
and South-East Asian regions. 

In this analysis, zero-dose children are those who lack any 
dose of DTP. Under-vaccinated are those who received one 
dose, but not a third protective dose.
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Why focus on zero-dose children and missed 
communities?



Where are zero-dose children?

R E M OT E  R U R A L U R B A N  P O O R G E N D E R  
B A R R I E R S

A F F EC T E D  BY  
C O N F L I C T
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Why focus on zero-dose children and missed 
communities?
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Why focus on zero-dose children and missed 
communities?
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Zero-Dose Children Central to 
Global Immunization Strategies



Zero Dose Strategy
(in context of IA2030 and Gavi 5.0)

• “Leave no one behind”
• Intended to be an equity strategy
• Objective: regularly reach children that didn’t receive any 

vaccination through routine services
• Indicator for monitoring at global/national level:  lack of DTP1 
• IA2030 goal:   reduce number of zero-dose children by 50% by 2030
• Gavi 5.0 goal: reduce number of zero-dose children by 25% by 2025

Zero Dose ChildrenFully Vaccinate
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Thank you



Join the community
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www.zero-dose.org

http://www.zero-dose.org/


Use evidence to make a case 
for political attention and 
resources

Who, Where, 
Why, How 
many zero 
dose children

ADVOCATE

Monitor real time 
Measure outcomes
Learn to improve 

Tailored and 
sustainable strategies 
addressing supply and 
demand-side barriers 
and to serve as a 
platform for broader 
integrated PHC over 
the life course

Tailor 
Strategies

Integrate and 
Sustain

Listen and 
Understand

Zero-dose 
and missed 

communities

Find and 
describe

IRMMA (Identify, Reach, Measure, Monitor, Advocate):
Using Zero Dose Strategy to Strengthen Primary Health Care across the Life Course


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	25 million children were un-or under-vaccinated in 2021, 2 million more than in 2020, and 6 million more than in 2019
	The number of zero-dose children increased sharply during the 2020-2021 pandemic years 
	Why focus on zero-dose children and missed communities?
	Slide Number 6
	Why focus on zero-dose children and missed communities?
	Why focus on zero-dose children and missed communities?
	Zero-Dose Children Central to �Global Immunization Strategies
	Zero Dose Strategy�(in context of IA2030 and Gavi 5.0)
	Slide Number 11
	Join the community�
	Slide Number 13

