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GET READY FOR ACTION!

The European Le Mans Series has always provided some of the best racing action found
anywhere in the world and with a 42-car grid filled with some of the best teams and drivers,
the 2023 season promises more of the same this weekend for the 4" edition
of the 4 Hours of Barcelona.

With six 4-hour races on Europe’s most technical and demanding circuits, the ELMS is the
perfect proving ground for any competitor wishing to take on the challenge of the next stage on
the endurance ladder, the FIA World Endurance Championship, and the pinnacle of the sport,
the 24 Hours of Le Mans.

The ELMS features full grids across the four classes — LMP2, LMP2 Pro/Am, LMP3
and LMGTE - with the ultimate prize of an automatic invitation to Le Mans on offer
for the very best teams in each category.

LMP2 is the leading class for drivers rated as silver, gold or platinum, with all teams choosing to

use the Oreca 07 chassis powered by the Gibson V8 engine. LMP2 Pro/Am teams use the same

cars as LMP2, but the driver line up must feature at least one bronze rated driver, who must also
take part in qualifying on Saturday afternoon.

The LMP2 cars are identified by a dark blue number panel, whereas LMP2 Pro/Am
have a light blue number panel.

LMP3 is the junior Le Mans Prototype category with teams choosing to use either the Ligier JS
P320 or Duqueine M30-D08 chassis, all powered by the same Nissan V8 engine. The driver
line ups are a mixture of professional and amateur drivers, with many of the stars of the future
choosing to compete in LMP3 as the first step on the ladder to the 24 Hours of Le Mans.
The number panel on an LMP3 car is purple.

2023 marks the final season of the LMGTE category, with GT3 replacing them next season.
For the final season there are 12 cars entered with five Ferrari 488s, 4 Porsche 911s and 3 Aston
Martin Vantage. The driver line ups in LMGTE must also feature one bronze driver who must
compete in qualifying. The number panels on the LMGTE cars are orange.

The European Le Mans Series attracts drivers from all walks of life from drivers who have
competed and won at the very top of motorsport, including Formula One and the WEC, the next
generation of star drivers and the amateur (bronze) drivers who want to take on the challenge of

competing against the very best.

Affiliated to the Automobile Club de I'Ouest (ACO), competitors taking part in the ELMS are
guaranteed a series that has a strict set of rules to ensure a level playing field for all.
The friendly and welcoming paddock embodies the professionalism
that surrounds top level endurance racing, with open access for the thousands
of fans to get up close and enjoy the sport.
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With TotalEnergies, the World

acellium Endurance Championship becomes

100% certified sustainable fuel

Racing 100

TotalEnergies becomes the 1st official supplier of 100%
certified* sustainable fuel for the FIA World Endurance
Championship (WECQC), including the 24 Hours of Le Mans
2022, and European Le Mans Series (ELMS). A fuel
composed of biofuel which reduces CO, emissions by 65%™**

)

: Y [ asc
TotalEnergies femade

FIA WORLD ENDURANCE
TotalEnergies SHANPIONSHIP FR)
OFFICIAL PARTNER

competition.totalenergies.com/eng

*Excellium Racing 100 is a certified 100% sustainable product according to the mass balance system applied by the International Sustainability Carbon Certification (ISCC).

**In line with the methodology provided by the European RED Il directive (2018/2001), Excellium Racing 100 can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 65% compared to its
fossil equivalent.
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GUY SMITH
BENTLEY BOY
RETURNS

TO THE ELMS

2003 24 Hours of Le Mans winner Guy
Smith has returned to the European
Le Mans Series for the first time since
2010. Smith has an impressive racing
resume, with Formula Renault and
American Le Mans Series titles to
his name but it is the famous win for
Bentley at Le Mans alongside Tom
Kristensen and Rinaldo Capello that
most people will remember him for.

The 48-year-old Briton will race
alongside Paul Di Resta and Jim
McGuire in the LMP2 Pro/Am category
for United Autosports USA and
is looking forward to the challenge
ahead. It is now 20 years since Guy
Smith won the 24 Hours of Le Mans
with Team Bentley. 2023 is a very
special year as it is 100 years since the
first 24 Hours of Le Mans in 1923.



So how do you feel to join such an elite group of drivers
in winning the world’s greatest endurance race for an
evocative brand like Bentley?

“I'm very proud to be part of the group of drivers who
have won the Le Mans race. It’'s one of those things ... at
the time, you never really believe it's possible. But you
hope and try and work towards it.
To finally achieve it is an amazing
thing to be able to tell your

behind the wheel of the ORECA, it brings a smile to my
face. And the racing is really close. With the limitations in
terms of development, it’s the small things that make the
difference ... driver changes, small tweaks on the set-up,
the performance of the crew in pit stops, strategy. These
things are so critical, and you can’t afford to make any
mistakes, so it really puts the focus on the drivers and
the team to extract the most out
of the car”

grandchildren in years to come. M VVERY PROUD With 11 cars in LMP2 Pro/Am,
This year is huge for the event TO BE PART OF THE the category is going to be
with the 100-year anniversary, extremely competitive. So, who
so I'm really looking forward to GROUP OF DRIVERS will you keep an eye on this
seeing the celebrations and all wWHO HAVVE WON season?

the things the ACO have planned. THE LE VMIANS RACE

Hopefully, I'll be reunited with the
winning Bentley as well.

You’'ve raced all sorts of different machinery in
your career, from single seaters to GT to
prototypes and historics. What do you like about the
car you will race this weekend in Barcelona?

“What a fantastic car. The ORECA is a few years old now
but the performance of it is amazing. Every time | get

19

“I'm really excited to be part of
it. All the way through the field,
there’s a really good mix of
drivers, like Ben Barnicoat at AF Corse and my United
Autosports USA teammate Andy Meyrick. There’ll
certainly be some scrapping for honours to see who
comes out top dog! On a serious note, it’s going to be
a very close-fought championship. | think it will be who
can make the least mistakes; that’'s how you’ll come out
on top.”
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IVILVIC: THE FIRST STEP
ON THE ENDURANCE LADDER

Launched in 2016, the Michelin Le Mans Cup has become the main series for amateur and
young professional drivers looking for an introduction to Endurance racing.

The Michelin Le Mans Cup grid will feature a mammoth 42 cars here in Barcelona and is divided
into two classes: LMP3 and GT3. The race will last 1 hour and 50 minutes, with a mandatory
pitstop at the midpoint of the race.

All cars in the Le Mans Prototype 3 category are built according to the ACO LMP3 technical
regulations, with four different chassis to choose from: Ligier, Duqueine, Adess and Ginetta, with
the first two being the chassis of choice for all of the teams this season.

The LMP3 category for Round 1in Barcelona is once again full of new and established talent,
with 16 teams running a total of 26 Ligier JS P320-Nissans competing against 4 teams running
the Duqueine M30-D08-Nissan.

On the LMP3 grid Spanish interest lies with three drivers and one team, with CD Sport fielding
two cars. Spain’s Julian Gerbi (#16 Team Virage), Santiago Concepcion Serrano (#13 Inter
Europol Competition) and Belen Garcia Espinar (#25 360 Racing) will be undoubtly receive the
support of the local fans this weekend.

There are plenty of other top teams ready to challenge for the win in Spain, with reigning
champions Racing Spirit of Leman leading the way. 2021 champions Nielsen Racing have a two-
car entry and four-time LMP3 Champions DKR Engineering have entered a single Duqueine to
challenge for the top step of the podium.

The eligible car list in GT3 category extends to every constructor which has an approved FIA
GT3 chassis. Aston Martin Vantage, Honda NSX, Audi R8 LMS EVO II, Ferrari 296, Porsche 911
GT3 R Type 992 and Lamborghini Huracan EVO2 are entered in the series this year.

Six different manufacturers will be represented on the 12 car GT3 grid at the Circuit de
Barcelona-Catalunya, with reigning GT3 champions GMB Motorsport returning with a pair of
Honda NSX GT3s to defend their title. The driver line-up the Danish team includes former F1

driver and 24 Hours of Le Mans winner Jan Magnussen in the #88 Honda.

There will be a pair of the brand new Ferrari 296 GT3, run by Italian team AF Corse, making
their Michelin Le Mans Cup race debut in Barcelona, as well as three Lamborghini Huracans, run
by former champions Iron Lynx and German team Leipert Motorsport.

A single Audi R8 LMS run by Steller Motorsport, a single Aston Martin Vantage entered by
Racing Spirit of Leman and a trio of Porsche 911 GT3 Rs, two from Team Parker Racing and one
entered by HCR with Caffinesix, make up a mouth watering grid of GT3 machinery with the
chance to win an automatic entry to the 2024 24 Hours of Le Mans on offer for the title winning
team at the end of the season.

The friendly and welcoming paddock offers open access for the thousands of fans to get up

close and enjoy the Michelin Le Mans Cup, with both the qualifying and race taking place on
Saturday 22 April.
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A NEW
CHALLENGE

BEGINS AT
HOME FOR

BELEN
GARCIA
ESPINAR

After several seasons in karting and
single seaters, winning a race in
Spanish F4, podium finishes in the W
Series and representing Spain in the
F4 Cup at the FIA Motor Sport Games,
Belén Garcia Espinar decided to switch
to Sports Cars in 2022, entering the
final round of the Michelin Le Mans
Cup in Portugal with Spanish team CD
Sport.

The 23-year-old from LAmetlla del
Valles, a town just 15-minutes from
the Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya,
took part in three of the four Asian Le
Mans Series races at the start of 2023,
scoring top 10 finishes in each race
and finishing 7™ in the third round in
Abu Dhabi. Belén is now embarking
on a full Michelin Le Mans Cup season
with British team 360 Racing, starting
at her home circuit this weekend.



“I think there is no better start to a season than your home
race,” Belén enthused. “Also living so close to the track makes
it so special, sleeping at home during a race weekend is not
something very usual and | am lucky enough to experience it.

“As a RACC Mobility Club supported driver, this home race is
a great chance to thank everyone for their support and bring
what | am doing closer to them and share the journey in a
closer way,” she continued. “l am really excited to drive in this
new layout. To be fair it will not be
the first time | go around it as | was a

“The LMP3 is a great car,” she continued. “Itis really enjoyable
to drive and longer races where you can play with strategy
open a whole new dimension for me, which is really interesting
and makes you go deeper into the race.

After racing for Spanish team CD Sport last season and French

outfit Graff Racing in the Asian Le Mans Series, Belén Garcia

has chosen 360 Racing for her first full season of Endurance.

What are her thoughts on her new team and her teammate
Mark Richards?

co-driver to my father in his Ginetta ITHINK THERE IS NO “It will be our first time in Barcelona,

GT4 someyears ago and I remember we will get to know each other

it as a very nice corner which | didn’t BETTERSTART TO better there but | have only heard

have the chance to drive myself yet. A SEASON THAN good things about the team.” Belén

| have a great memory of it.” answered. “l am really excited to
9 Y YOUR HOIVIE RACE Y

So, what were the main reasons why

Belén Garcia has chosen endurance

racing over a career in single seaters? “It is something | have
always considered, to be honest. Single seaters are truly
amazing, and | have enjoyed my time in them a lot!

“Having said that, it is a very expensive discipline to compete
in and there is a lot of drivers who are trying to succeed with a
lot more resources than | have, unfortunately. | could no longer
afford to race so | needed to look at other options. Endurance,
for me, looks like a great option to build a career and | am
enjoying so much my journey so far.”

30

get to work with such a great team
and | am sure we will have a great
season together with Mark, who is
a very experienced driver; | am really looking forward to get
started!”

So, what are her goals in what is a highly competitive field of
30 LMP3 cars? “Indeed, it is a great grid with a lot of talented
drivers, so it will be hard. However, | love challenges and my
goal is to be fighting at the top. Time will tell and we all know
how racing works, it is truly unpredictable. Our mission is to
work hard and always look for the improvements.”
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— EVENT

WE ARE LOXAM EVENT

DAY, NIGHT, WEEKEND, YOUR EVENTS CAN'T WAIT !

to coordinate all the equipment and human resources necessary
to guarantee the success of your events.

LOXAM EVENT supports you in all your needs : design, logistical solutions, power supply and distribution,
temperature control and air treatment, modular constructions, lifting and handling equipments,

+33158 44 01 98

loxam-event.com



LIGIER EUROPEAN SERIES

THE LIGIER EUROPEAN SERIES: SEASON 4
AT THE VANGUARD OF DIVERSITY

Forround one of its fourth season, the European
single-make championship heads to Spain at
the Barcelona-Catalunya circuit. Last visited in
2021, the Catalan track will feature a change
this year: the removal of its last chicane for an
even faster curve. The return of the Ligier JS
P4s and the Ligier JS2 Rs to Spain will certainly
not be lacking in excitement!

ENTRANTS FROM AROUND

THE WORLD

Ten teams, more than fifteen nationalities
represented, and some 20 cars entered.
Taiwan, Japan, Kuwait, USA, Canada, Mexico,
Greece, Poland, Romania, ltaly, Spain, Portugal,
France, Switzerland and England. More than
ever, the Ligier European Series boasts a list of
entrants from around the world.

WHO WILL TAKE OVER THE DEFENDING
CHAMPIONS TEAM VIRAGE AND RLR
MSPORT?

After winning the championship in the Ligier JS
P4 category last year with Gillian Henrion, Team
Virage is tripling its entries in 2023 from one to
three sport prototypes. RLR MSport, which won
the Ligier JS2 R category in 2022 with Haytham
Qarajouli, returns with a Ligier JS P4 driven by
the Kuwaiti driver, plus a Ligier JS2 R. Pegasus
Racing, Monza Garage and LR Motorsport are
also strengthening their ranks with new cars.
The 2023 season welcomes two new teams:
ANS Motorsport with a Ligier JS2 R and Inter
Europol Competition with a Ligier JS P4. They
join CTF Performance and Les Deux Arbres,
which returns for a third consecutive campaign.

A SPORT-PROTOTYPE CATEGORY A WEEKEND IN THE LIGIER
WITH THE LIGIER JS P4 EUROPEAN SERIES IS:

A GT CATEGORY WITH TWO 40-MINUTE FREE
THE LIGIER JS2 R PRACTICE SESSIONS

TWO 15-MINUTE
QUALIFYING SESSIONS

n y You m TW0O ONE-HOUR RACES
WWwW
QY
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https://www.facebook.com/LigierEuropeanSeries/
https://twitter.com/ligiereuroserie?lang=fr
https://www.instagram.com/ligiereuropeanseries/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCblu6bjuw8iwBg9WHKKsdZg
https://ligiereuropeanseries.com/

LIGIER EUROPEAN SERIES

INTRODUCTION OF THE PRO-AM AND AM CLASSES
New this year is the introduction of two classes in the
Ligier JS P4 and Ligier JS2 R categories, with a Pro-Am
category reserved for Gold-Bronze and Silver-Bronze
crews, plus an Am category for Bronze drivers and
Bronze-Bronze duos. Silver drivers and Silver-Silver
crews will only be eligible for the general classification
in each category.

MORE ON THE LIGIER EUROPEAN SERIES

Launched in 2020, the Ligier European Series is a
competition combining sport-prototypes with the Ligier
JS P4 and GTs with the Ligier JS2 R. Organised by Le
Mans Endurance Management, each meeting takes
place on Europe’s finest circuits alongside its sister
series, the European Le Mans Series and the Michelin
Le Mans Cup.

It's the perfect venue for drivers keen to learn and
progress up the endurance pyramid and those who
want to enjoy themselves in easy-to-drive affordable
race cars.

Since 2022, the series has developed an unrivalled
system of prizes for its champions. The JS P4 champions
are offered a €150,000 to move up to the Michelin Le
Mans Cup for the following season in a Ligier JS P320.
The JS2 R champions are offered €100,000 to compete
in the Ligier European Series in the JS P4 category for
the following season.
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PORSCHE CARRERA CUP FRANCE

PORSCHE

CARRERA CUP
FRANCE

THE 2023
SEASON TO

KICK OFF IN
BARCELONAI!

With a five-star calendar featuring one
race at the centenary 24 Hours of Le
Mans and a popular format combining
sportsmanship and enjoyment, the
2023 Porsche Carrera Cup France
once again promises to be a true
success. Twenty-nine Porsche 911
GT3 Cup Type 992s will be gathering
in Barcelona for the first round of the
season as part of the ELMS.
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PORSCHE CARRERA CUP FRANCE

The three main ingredients of this increasingly attractive
programme are: the Porsche 911 GT3 Cup Type 992, a
car that is unrivalled in terms of driving experience,
prestigious circuits that allow the drivers to enjoy its full
potential, and a rigorous yet friendly environment. With
twenty-seven cars entering the competition, the Porsche
Carrera Cup France has always managed to renew
itself while remaining true to its founding principles. In
Barcelona, eleven Pro cars (including four rookies), nine
Pro-Am cars, and nine Am cars will be hitting the tracks,
with no less than five different nationalities represented.

As for the Teams, some of them will be new to the
championship (Team Clairet Sport, F4 Events Motorsport,
Herrero Racing), while others will be returning to it
(Porsche Lorient, Speed Lover, Tsunami RT). Enough to
shake up the series’ regulars (Martinet by Alméras, Racing
Technology, ABM, CLRT, IMSA LS Group Performance,
TFT Racing).

With six events and eleven races, this 2023 season
promises to be once again particularly exciting and
competitive. The track will deliver a first verdict for the
official season-opener held in Barcelona as part of the
ELMS (April 21st-23rd).

The teams will then head to Magny-Cours for another two
races (May 5"-7"), before the season’s highlight as part
of the 24 Hours of Le Mans (June 8™"-10™). It coincides

40

with Porsche’s return to the main endurance class as well
as with the brand’s 75th anniversary. Having partnered
with Porsche Carrera Cup Scandinavia, Porsche France
will offer its drivers one of the finest playing fields in
the world, with no less than 71 flat-six engines roaring
through La Sarthe during this legendary race. After the
summer break, the second half of the season will be
just as exciting, including one event at the Red Bull Ring
in Austria (September 8"-10™), another one at Monza —
ltalian temple of speed — (September 22"-24") and
the two traditional finale races at the Paul Ricard circuit
(October 61-8t), for what promises to be a thrilling finish.








