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THE ELIVIS IS READY TO GO RACING
AT LE CASTELLET

The European Le Mans Series has always provided some of the best racing action found
anywhere in the world and with a 42-car grid filled with some of the best teams and drivers, the
2023 season promises more of the same this weekend for Round 2, the 4 Hours of Le Castellet.

The Circuit Paul Ricard has hosted an ELMS race every year since 2010, the only circuit to be on
the calendar for the past 14 seasons.

The ELMS features full grids across the four classes — LMP2, LMP2 Pro/Am, LMP3 and LMGTE

- with the ultimate prize of an automatic invitation to 2024 24 Hours of Le Mans on offer for the

very best teams in each category. The huge grid will feature 17 drivers and 4 teams who will be
racing at home in the French round of the ELMS.

LMP2 is the leading class for drivers rated as silver, gold or platinum, with all teams choosing
to use the Oreca 07 chassis powered by the Gibson V8 engine. LMP2 Pro/Am teams use the
same cars as LMP2, but the driver line up must feature at least one bronze rated driver, who
must also take part in qualifying on Saturday afternoon.

The LMP2 cars are identified by a dark blue number panel, whereas LMP2 Pro/Am have a light
blue number panel.

The opening race of the season in Spain, the 4 Hours of Barcelona, was won overall by a LMP2
Pro/Am car, the no34 Racing Team Turkey Oreca, and three of the top four finishers were
Pro/Am entries. So, expect to see lots of action amongst the two LMP2 classes here
at the Circuit Paul Ricard.

LMP3 is the junior Le Mans Prototype category, with teams choosing to use either the Ligier JS
P320 or Duqueine M30-D08 chassis, all powered by the same Nissan V8 engine. The driver
line ups are a mixture of professional and amateur drivers, with many of the stars of the future
choosing to compete in LMP3 as the first step on the ladder to the 24 Hours of Le Mans.
The number panel on a LMP3 car is purple.

The no17 COOL Racing Ligier left Barcelona with maximum points and French driver Adrien
Chila will race at his home event as championship leader alongside his Latin America
teammates, Marcos Siebert and Alejandro Garcia.

2023 marks the final season of the LMGTE category, with GT3 taking over next year. For the
final season there are 12 cars entered with five Ferrari 488s, four Porsche 911s and three Aston
Martin Vantage. The driver line ups in LMGTE must also feature one bronze driver who must
compete in qualifying. The number panel on a LMGTE cars is orange.

The no16 Proton Competition Porsche is the current championship leader after beating the no50
Formula Racing Ferrari by just 1.4 seconds in Spain last time out. You can expect the LMGTE
category to be just as close in Le Castellet.

The European Le Mans Series attracts drivers from all walks of life from drivers who have
competed and won at the very top of motorsport, including Formula One and the WEC, the next
generation of star drivers and the amateur (bronze) drivers who want to take on the challenge of

competing against the very best.

The friendly and welcoming paddock embodies the professionalism that surrounds top level

endurance racing, with open access for the thousands of fans to get up close
and enjoy the sport.
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With TotalEnergies, the World

acellium Endurance Championship becomes

100% certified sustainable fuel

Racing 100

TotalEnergies becomes the 1st official supplier of 100%
certified* sustainable fuel for the FIA World Endurance
Championship (WECQC), including the 24 Hours of Le Mans
2022, and European Le Mans Series (ELMS). A fuel
composed of biofuel which reduces CO, emissions by 65%™**
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competition.totalenergies.com/eng

*Excellium Racing 100 is a certified 100% sustainable product according to the mass balance system applied by the International Sustainability Carbon Certification (ISCC).

**In line with the methodology provided by the European RED Il directive (2018/2001), Excellium Racing 100 can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 65% compared to its
fossil equivalent.
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NICO LAPIERRE
RACING FOR THAT

The European Le Mans Series grid
is filled with some of the world’s top
endurance racing drivers and teams,
all vying for that exclusive chance to
become a European Champion and
grab one of the highly sought after
places on the grid at the 24 Hours of
Le Mans.

COOL Racing has been part of the
ELMS since 2017 and the team’s Team
Principal, and driver in the no37 Oreca-
Gibson, Nicolas Lapierre, has tasted
the winner’s champagne on many
occasions over the years. A four-time
LMP2 winner atthe 24 Hours of Le Mans
and double FIA World Endurance LMP2
Champion is just part of his impressive
racing resume, but this season he has
his sights set on the ELMS title that has
so far eluded him.

As Team Principal, Nicolas Lapierre has
steered the Swiss team’s development
andthis hasresulted insome impressive
results, including becoming the 2022
ELMS LMP3 Champions.



The season started well for Nico Lapierre the driver, as well
as Nico Lapierre the Team Principal, securing a 4" overall
and 3™ in LMP2 Pro/Am in the no37 car alongside his co-
drivers Alexandre Coigny and Malthe Jakobsen. The teams
other LMP2 entry finished 4™ in class and the no17 Ligier
took the victory in LMP3. So how does Lapierre sum up the
team’s performance in the opening round in Spain?

“Let’s say it was mixed feelings
after Barcelona opening round,” he
admitted. “As a Team Principal, | was
happy with the win of Alex Garcia,
Marcos Siebert and Adrien Chila
in LMP3. It's a great way to start
the season, with a new line-up and
keeping in mind it’s always difficult
to defend your championship title!

“In LMP2, the pole position by

Reshad de Gerus was positive, but

in the race, we should have had a better result, both with the
#47 and #37 cars,” Lapierre continued.

“We had some small contacts, but they were clearly not helping
the pace, and also a penalty for the #47. When you look at the
level in the ELMS, to win you have to have a faultless race. The
podium in Pro/Am was good but we want more. As a team we
can do better, we already saw some improvement at Le Mans.
As a driver, | had some fun on track, with great battles. But
again, | want more!”

Round 2 is the 4 Hours of Le Castellet, the home event for
all of the many French drivers and teams on the grid this
weekend, including Nicolas Lapierre, a track he knows very
well. So, what does he think of the Circuit Paul Ricard and
what is his favourite corner?
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THE CIRCUIT
PAUL RICARD
IS ALITTLE BIT
SPECIAL TO VIE

“The Circuit Paul Ricard is a little bit special to me,” Lapierre
said. “I have spent a lot of time on this track, testing with the
ORECAs, the Toyota and Alpine. | have been involved in the
development of many ORECA prototypes and we always
tested at Le Castellet. The factory is close to the circuit, so can
imagine | know well the place. | also made a lot of endurance
tests with Toyota.

“l also like the area and | am used
to have great time with my family
in the South of France. So, it's one
of the best destinations on the
ELMS calendar; maybe even more
special this year as it will be France’s
national day on Friday.

“Regarding my favourite part of the
circuit, it will not be a surprise to
anyone, | would say Signes corner,
flat out!”

While Nicolas Lapierre has plenty of experience at the Circuit
Paul Ricard, and bearing in mind his impressive resume, it
was a bit of a shock to discover that he has only scored one
ELMS podium finish at Le Castellet and that was back in
2016 when he finished 3 with Dragonspeed. The obvious
question is, will he be looking to add another podium this
weekend?

“Thank you for the reminder; | will tell it to the team,” he said
with a smile. “For sure, | hope and | am convinced we can
improve this result. We have all the parts of the puzzle to make
something great, in all the classes we are involved, and we
need to have a strong result. Considering the pace we have
shown, considering the tests we made at Paul Ricard, our
target is clearly to fight for the win.”
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AN IMPORTANT FIRST STEP

Launched in 2016, the Michelin Le Mans Cup has become the main series for amateur and
young professional drivers looking for an introduction to Endurance racing.

The Michelin Le Mans Cup grid at Le Castellet will feature a huge 42 cars, which is divided into
two classes: LMP3 and GT3. The race will last 1 hour and 50 minutes, with a mandatory pitstop
at the midpoint of the race.

All cars in the Le Mans Prototype 3 (LMP3) category are built according to the ACO LMP3
technical regulations, with four different chassis to choose from: Ligier, Duqueine, Adess and
Ginetta, with the first two being the chassis of choice for all of the teams this season.

The LMP3 category for Round 3 at the Circuit Paul Ricard is once again full of new and
established talent, with 16 teams running a total of 26 Ligier JS P320-Nissans competing against
4 teams running the Duqueine M30-D0O8-Nissan.

On the LMP3 grid there are 11 drivers and 5 teams racing under the Red, White and Blue
Tricolour of France, including current championship leader Gillian Henrion, who will race
alongside his teammate Julien Gerbi in the no16 Team Virage Ligier. Another French driver,
Fabien Michal, is in second place with teammate Kirill Smal, the pair just 4-points behind the
leaders in the no2 CD Sport Ligier.

There are plenty of other top teams ready to challenge for the win at Le Castellet, with reigning
champions Racing Spirit of Leman leading the way. 2021 champions Nielsen Racing have a two-
car entry and four-time LMP3 Champions DKR Engineering have entered a single Duqueine to
challenge for the top step of the podium.

The eligible car list in GT3 category extends to every constructor which has an approved FIA
GT3 chassis. Aston Martin Vantage, Honda NSX, Audi R8 LMS EVO I, Ferrari 296, Porsche 911
GT3 R Type 992 and Lamborghini Huracan EVO2 are entered in the series this year. There are
several other manufacturers with eligible cars and GT3 is set to become the benchmark for GT
in the European Le Mans Series, the FIA WEC and the 24 Hours of Le Mans from next season.

Six different manufacturers will be represented on the 12 car GT3 grid at the Circuit Paul Ricard,

with championship leaders after the first three races being Tim Creswick and Anders Fjordbach

in the no86 HCR with CaffeineSix Porsche 911. The Danish team have a six-point advantage over

their nearest rivals in the no10 Racing Spirit of Leman Aston Martin Vantage of French duo, and
Round 1 winners, Arnold Robin and Valentin Hasse-Clot.

Reigning GT3 champions GMB Motorsport returning with a pair of Honda NSX GT3s to defend
their title. The driver line-up the Danish team includes former F1 driver and 24 Hours of Le Mans
winner Jan Magnussen in the #88 Honda.

There will be a pair of the brand new Ferrari 296 GT3, run by Italian team AF Corse as well as
three Lamborghini Huracans, run by former champions Iron Lynx and
German team Leipert Motorsport.

A single Audi R8 LMS run by Steller Motorsport and two further Porsche 911 GT3 Rs run by Team
Parker Racing make up a mouth-watering grid of GT3 machinery, all challenging for the
opportunity to win an automatic entry to the 2024 24 Hours of Le Mans.

The friendly and welcoming paddock offers open access for the thousands of fans to get up

close and enjoy the Michelin Le Mans Cup, with both the qualifying and race taking place on
Saturday 15 July.
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VALENTIN
HASSE
CLOT

Valentin Hasse Clot has been a familiar
name in the world of Endurance
Racing over the past few seasons as
the 27-year-old Frenchman has been
making his mark in the Michelin Le
Mans Cup and European Le Mans
Series.

The 2020 GT4 European Champion
became an Aston Martin works
driver as the 2021 graduate of the
Aston Martin Racing Driver Academy,
following in the footsteps of ELMS and
MLMC racer Ross Gunn and two-time
class winner at Le Mans, and his 2023
TF Sport teammate, Jonny Adam.
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Hasse Clot’s 2023 season got off to a great start in Barcelona,
winning the opening round of the Michelin Le Mans Cup from
pole position alongside fellow French driver Arnold Robin in
the no10 Racing Spirit of Lemans Aston Martin Vantage GT3.

Arnold Robin qualified the no72 TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage
AMR in 4™ for the first ELMS race, the 4 Hours of Barcelona,
where he would be competing alongside his younger brother
Maxime and Valentin Hasse Clot.

Unfortunately, their race was cut
short after a spinning LMP3 car on

So how does Valentin Hasse Clot approach a race weekend
when he and Arnold are competing in two championships
with two different teams? “The first big advantage is track
time,” Hasse Clot immediately responded. “This allows Arnold
to make a GT3 qualifying session before the one in GTE,
and a race start before the ELMS one on Sunday. Thanks to
this, we share more moments and memories together, which
strengthens our team spirit.

“Being in different teams does not
really affect our approach since
we are racing Aston Martin in both

the opening lap caused several GTE PAUL RICARD categories,” he continued. “At the
competitors to go off in avoidance IS OUR HOMVIE end of the day the cars are very
and Robin was one of the drivers close from each other. We do the
caught up in the accident. While RACEIN THE same lap times with the GT3 and
Robin was OK, the no72 TF Sport CHAIVIPIONSHIP the GTE. Our Michelin Le Mans Cup

Aston Martin had to retire before it
had completed a single lap of the
race.

“There were mixed emotions in Barcelona indeed,” admitted
Hasse Clot. “With pole position, fastest lap and victory in
Michelin Le Mans Cup on Saturday, we were in a very good
state of mind before attacking the ELMS race on Sunday. The
cherry on the cake was when Arnold qualified the car on the
second row for his very first GTE qualifying session. He got
caught up in an accident after two corners, but there is nothing
we can do but accept it and come back stronger.”
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team Racing Spirit of Léman adapts
completely to our ELMS program
with TF Sport. Without this flexibility
it would be impossible.”

This weekend is the home event for all three drivers, so what
does Valentin think of the Circuit Paul Ricard? “Paul Ricard
is our home race in the championship. Obviously, it makes
this race a bit special for us,” he said. “The recent years have
provided a lot of good memories for us three on this circuit. My
favourite place is the high-speed corner of Signes; it's a bend
for brave drivers!”
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LIGIER EUROPEAN SERIES

After Barcelona and Le Mans, the tension is about to ramp
up in Le Castellet. Some 20 Ligier JS P4s and Ligier JS2 Rs
will battle at Circuit Paul Ricard in Le Castellet on 14 and 15
July in the third heat of the championship, which is already
promising to be a tight affair. The last meeting at Le Mans
in June shook up the classifications and narrowed the gaps
in both categories. The arrival of new drivers and the return
of the Romanian team Smart Driving to the Ligier JS P4
category are also likely to spice up the races.

THE JS P4 CATEGORY

With 58 points, Mihnea Stefan (#48 Team Virage) still leads
the overall championship. But his eventful race at Le Mans,
which he finished in seventh place, allowed his rivals to
catch up in the provisional classification. On the strength of
a runner-up finish at Le Mans, Simone Riccitelli and Jacopo
Mazza (#7 LR Motorsport) are in the Romanian driver’s rear-
view mirror on 40 points. But the ltalian pair are caught in a
vice-like grip by Team Virage, as behind them is the bronze
duo of Kevin Madsen/Lance Fenton (#1 Team Virage), winners
of the Le Mans Heat.

George King and Bernardo Pinheiro (#60 Team Virage), in
fourth place with 36 points, and the Dimitri Enjalbert/Anthony
Nahra duo (#17 Pegasus Racing), on 33 points, cannot be
overlooked.

Kevin Madsen and Lance Fenton (#1 Team Virage) who were
tied with Yuki Tanaka (#16 Pegasus Racing) after Barcelona,
overtook their rival in the AM class at Le Mans. The Americans
have 68 points to the Japanese driver’'s 61. David Caussanel
will rejoin his teammate with whom he shared the #16 car in
Barcelona. HPRacing by Monza Garage’s #4 is third on 30
points
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LIGIER EUROPEAN SERIES

THE JS2 R CATEGORY

Julien Lemoine (#42 ANS Motorsport), David Rodorigo (#43 LR
Motorsport) and Gilles Poret (#95 CTF Performance) are within a
few points of each other in the general and AM classification. They
have respectively 61, 58 and 52 points. In fourth place, Jacques
Nicolet (#86 Les Deux Arbres) has 32 points.

Simon Butler and Maximus Mayer (#10 RLR MSport) lead the PRO-
AM class with 50 points. But their rival Christophe Weber (#29
Pegasus Racing) is close behind on 43 points.

NEWCOMERS AT CIRCUIT PAUL RICARD

Present last year, Smart Driving returns to the Ligier European Series in the sport-prototype category. The #5 Ligier JS P4 will
be driven by Australian Dylan Young and young Moroccan driver Moulay El Alaoui. Another first-time entry in the championship
will be the father/son duo of Nicola and Daniele Cazzaniga with the HPRacing by Monza Garage team in the #4 Ligier JS P4.

In the JS2 R category, a well-known figure in the Ligier European Series will be at the controls of the #29 Pegasus Racing entry
alongside Christophe Weber: Julien Schell, the squad’s team manager. The two drivers already raced together last season at
the Spa-Francorchamps Heat.

u A look back at Ligier European Series’ Le Mans Heat during the 2023 24 Hours of Le Mans

A SPORT-PROTOTYPE CATEGORY A WEEKEND IN THE LIGIER
WITH THE LIGIER JS P4 EUROPEAN SERIES IS:

A GT CATEGORY WITH TWO 40-MINUTE FREE
THE LIGIER JS2 R PRACTICE SESSIONS

TWO 15-MINUTE
QUALIFYING SESSIONS

n y You m TW0O ONE-HOUR RACES
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https://youtu.be/iUdPDZEDGtg
https://www.facebook.com/LigierEuropeanSeries/
https://twitter.com/ligiereuroserie?lang=fr
https://www.instagram.com/ligiereuropeanseries/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCblu6bjuw8iwBg9WHKKsdZg
https://ligiereuropeanseries.com/







