Week in Review
Bells ISD January 17, 2020

By Tricia Meek, Superintendent
Recognition of Academic Achievements Is Essential
Just like that…….in a ash……. the rst semester is over; the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays are
behind us and we begin a new year and the second semester of school! We always hear people lament
over “time” and where it goes. Many people mark off the segments of a school year by athletic
seasons, or other competition and performance seasons. August through November is driven by the
excitement of volleyball and Friday night football, and then as we move into the holidays, basketball
starts to ramp up, and while we are deep in district basketball play, baseball, softball and track begin.
All these sports, along with FFA activities, robotics, and ne arts performances bring our community
together. Individuals of all ages love watching our students execute their competitive skills and ful ll
their passions as they demonstrate the fruits of hours and hours of hard work and practice. Let’s face
it; it is often the extra-curricular activities that take place outside of the classroom that motivates
students to come to school every day. However, as I re ect on the fall, and look forward to the busy
spring ahead, I cannot help but stop and think about the tremendous work that goes on in our
classrooms and the studying our students do at home that leads to their academic success.
For example, the community witnesses the all-star pitcher throw the nal out that wins the game, or
the in sync marching on the eld, or the nicely groomed, obedient heifer in the show ring, but what
spectators don’t see, are the late hours spent studying for school, that are required for maintaining
excellent grades and good academic standing. My heart certainly swells with pride as I watch our
students accomplish great things in our variety of extra-curricular activities. I am just as proud,
perhaps more so, when our students receive academic honors and accolades. The same students that
run a football, bounce a basketball, spike a volleyball, say a creed, perform a solo----these are often the
same students who score a 30 on their ACT, are named Academic-all-district and are listed on the
honor rolls. These same students take advanced courses, college classes, and work on passing
industry certi cation exams. So, not only are these young people putting in hours of practice to get
better at their extra-curricular activities, they are also squeezing in time late at night, early in the
morning, on break at school, riding the bus to an event and at the same time, studying for tests and
working on homework. As I have re ected over the events of this past fall, I think about how our
students continue to excel, despite the numerous demands on their time. They amaze me at their
dedication and willingness to strive to do more, be more and grow more.
These are our leaders, and every staff member of Bells ISD is committed to developing the whole child
who will one day be a productive leader in society. Please remember to encourage our students with
more than just a “Good game!” or “Beautiful solo!” Acknowledge their academic accomplishments as
well and let them know how awesome they are for their hard work in school.

Several community leaders have recently come together to form a Bells ISD Education Foundation
whose mission is to reward academic excellence of students and to also provide incentives for
teachers who spend extra time helping students reach their academic goals. I encourage everyone to
learn more about the foundation’s mission and consider ways to support their efforts to celebrate
students and teachers and their hard work.

New Greenhouse for BHS Horticulture Program
Over the holiday break, construction began on a greenhouse for use by the horticulture program at
Bells High School. This project has been in the works for several months, and the installers were nally
able to come and make this vision a reality. Ag Science teacher, Mr. Brian Hicks, has been working on
this project since last school year and hopes to begin production this spring. There are still a few items
to be completed on construction, and then the classes will begin work on making this structure an
outdoor classroom for BHS students.

Upcoming Events
Jan. 20th - Panther Basketball at Wolfe City
Jan. 21st - Aim for Success Parent Program - 6:00 p.m. at BHS
Jan 23rd - PJH Basketball at 4:30 against Howe (boys-home; girls-away)
Jan. 24th - Bells Panther and Lady Panther Basketball at home against Van Alstyne
Jan. 28th - Bells Panther and Lady Panther Basketball at Howe
Jan. 30th - PJH Basketball at 4:30 against Leonard (boys-away; girls-home)

BHS students are enjoying the new collaborative learning
spaces.

