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by tricia meek, superintendent

life-long learning at its best!

Just this past week many of our students participated in the annual Loy Lake Livestock Show.
Over the years of watching students prepare for Loy Lake, I have begun to love and appreciate
this special week that is coveted by many Bells natives. Observing student success in such
valuable programs as FFA and 4-H brings a special component to academia and learning. Truly,
few programs teach students such valuable leadership skills.
This past week I ventured out to Loy Lake to visit the students and look at their animals and
ag mech projects. Right away, I was delighted to see one of our younger Panthers, Miss

Josephine Kelley. She immediately greeted me as I entered the hog barn, and she could not
wait to introduce me to her 3 animals. These 3 beasts were twice her size, but she told me
how she had con dently led two of them into the show ring earlier that day and would show
the last one that evening. After looking at all of the hogs, we went to see the other animals
that Bells students were showing. Josephine took the time to walk me to each barn at Loy
Lake, telling me about the projects, making sure I was schooled on the process. I was so
impressed by her leadership skills and ability to interact with individuals along our journey.
Josephine even asked if I had eaten lunch and offered to take me by the meal tent where a
couple of our Bells parents were cooking burgers. What a delight!
As I drove back to the school from my visit to Loy Lake, all I could do was smile as I thought
not only about Josephine, but about the rich history that this event has for many families in
Bells and other Grayson county communities. Getting to see ex-students and their precious
children who are now enjoying the bene ts of such a rich educational program truly made my
week. Thank you to our ag science teachers and parents for the hours you put in to help your
children learn the value of ag education. Mr. Glen Blount, Mr. Matt Parker, and Mr. Brian Hicks…
you are all appreciated for the endless hours you devote to this program.Recently, I read an
article about the value of Ag education. So many valuable skills are embedded in every single
agriculture science course. I encourage everyone to read this article and take a moment to
appreciate the strong ag science program at Bells High School.
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fine arts inspiration celebration : huge success

The rst Bells Elementary Fine Arts Inspiration Celebration turned out to be a huge success.
Held on February 24th at BES, the event showcased artwork and musical talents of many
elementary students and a few from junior high and high school. Attendees had the pleasure
of watching students perform songs, play musical instruments, and display their artwork
throughout the school. A delicious coffee bar and cookies added a nice touch to the event.
Thanks to all BES administrators and teachers for hosting such a special event to highlight
the artistic talents of our students.

news from health services

Many in our community have been following news reports about infections of Coronavirus
Disease 2019 (referred to as COVID-19 or SARS-CoV-2). I want to assure you that our school
district is keeping track of this situation through proven and trustworthy sources: Grayson
County Health Department, the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS), and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). These health o cials believe the risk to
our school community is low at this time.
Updated information from the CDC on coronavirus in the United States can be found at:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html. The most recent information about
coronavirus in Texas may be found at: https://dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/.
Much is being learned about this newly emerged virus. Based on the current information,
health o cials are recommending local communities and schools should take the same
steps to protect against coronavirus COVID-19 as we take to prevent the spread of everyday
illnesses like the common cold or the u:
· Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are
not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer.
· Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
· Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
· Stay home when you are sick.
· Cover your mouth and nose with the inside of your elbow when you cough or sneeze.
· Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.
The 2019 novel coronavirus COVID-19 is believed to be spread through the air when an
infected person coughs or sneezes, much in the way the u and other respiratory viruses are
spread. Symptoms can be fever, cough, or di culty breathing. At this time, persons considered
at risk are those with travel to China, or those in close contact with persons infected with
novel coronavirus.
While a new type of illness can be scary, we can help protect our students, teachers, and the
broader community by using simple everyday actions that protect people from other types of
respiratory viruses. Our teachers, school nurses, and staff are working carefully to encourage
these simple and effective habits of frequent hand washing, covering every cough or sneeze,
and cleaning classroom tables/surfaces frequently. This is important not just to help prevent
the spread of coronavirus COVID-19, but to help prevent the spread of other infections that can
lead to student illness and absences.
As a school district, we are taking the following steps to ensure the school community is safe
and aware of our Bells ISD plan for the coronavirus. These steps include:
· Encourage students and staff to stay home when sick.
· Educate students and staff to cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or their bent arm, and
to wash hands after using a tissue.

· Teach handwashing techniques and provide time for students and staff to wash their hands
or use hand sanitizer (supplied inside of classrooms).
· Encourage students and staff to keep their hands away from their nose, mouth, and eyes.
· Regular disinfection of commonly touched surfaces using standard cleaning practices.
Thank you for your support of our district, our schools, our students and our teachers and
staff.

