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March 5, 20 
 
 
March 5, 2021 
 
Dear Bells ISD Family, 
 
As you know, earlier this week Governor Abbott rescinded the mask mandate set forth in his 
Executive Order GA-29. However, according to the Texas Education Agency (TEA), operational 
requirements for school districts, including mask requirements, are still in effect and 
unchanged. Their public health guidance was updated this week making it possible for local 
education agencies to make face coverings optional with board approval. 
 
From the beginning of this pandemic, student and staff safety has been our number one 
priority. Due to the dedicated efforts by everyone to follow our safety protocols, Bells ISD has 
remained open for in-person learning, and our student activities have been minimally impacted 
due to wide-spread positive cases of the coronavirus. We want to finish the 2020-2021 school 
year in just that same way, which will require thoughtful planning as we look to adjust our 
safety protocols.   
 
Since our Panther families will be on spring break and many will travel during this time, we feel 
that lifting our mask requirements immediately following spring break may not be in the best 
interest of our school community.  We do, however, plan to spend time revising our plan and 
safety protocols regarding face coverings during the few weeks after spring break. The district 
does plan to lift the mask requirement once our new procedures are in place.  Until these 
steps are taken, mask requirements will remain in effect for all BISD campuses and offices. 
 
As previously stated, we want to keep students in classrooms learning as well as experiencing 
the extra-curricular activities that make school engaging for students. In order to do this, we 
must examine our data and consider the ways eliminating face-coverings will impact contact 
tracing and quarantining students.  We have continued to make informed decisions based on 
solid data reflected in our school community. Subsequently, any change we make must foster 
in-person learning and minimize quarantines. Regardless of when we make changes to mask 
requirements, we do know that our safety plan will include reinstituting mask requirements 
should transmission levels increase in our community. 
 
The past year has been challenging for everyone, but thankfully, we see numbers in positive 
cases decreasing and more vaccines for this virus being made available. We appreciate your 
support and will keep you updated as to when we plan to lift mask requirements in Bells ISD. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

 

Tricia Meek 

Bells Independent School District 
1550 Ole Ambrose Rd. 

Bells, Texas 75414 
(903) 965-3600 

FAX (903) 965-7036 
 


