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JOB DESCRIPTION

JOB TITLE			Senior Practitioner – Adoption Support
(21 hours per week)

JOB LOCATION		161 Constitution Street, Leith, Edinburgh

ACCOUNTABLE TO		Practice Manager – Adoption Support

JOB PURPOSE	To support adopted children, young people and adoptive parents
	
CORE TASKS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

· To carry a caseload of adoptive families, children and young people for whom you will provide an individually tailored support service. 

· To undertake initial assessments to identify the best support plan to achieve agreed outcomes.

· To facilitate a range of support groups for children, young people and parents.

· To work closely with schools and other support agencies in delivering co-ordinated support plans.

· To facilitate workshops for parents and outside agencies.


GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES
· Participate in staff meetings, supervision, staff training/development days and external training as appropriate.

· Take responsibility for your own professional development and keep up to date with current practice and research.

· Maintain records in keeping with the policies and procedures of Scottish Adoption.

· Contribute to the development of Agency policy and practice through staff meetings, working groups and seminars.

· Work in partnership with other staff at Scottish Adoption to ensure effective services across all the areas of the Agency’s work.

OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES
· It is our expectation that all our Senior Practitioners contribute to the wider work of the Agency.  This may mean that you will be asked to undertake work which is wider than the remit described for this post. 

PERSON SPECIFICATION

Senior Practitioner (Adoption Support)  


The person specification should be used to help you frame your application for this post and will be used as the basis for shortlisting and selection.


	Requirement
	Essential/Desirable

	
	

	Qualification/Educational /Knowledge
	

	
· Social Work Qualification
· Qualification in Theraplay & Marschak Interaction Method (MIM) 
· Qualification in Dyadic Developmental Psychotherapy (DDP)
	           
          E
          D
          D


	

Experience
	

	
	

	· At least 2 years post-qualifying experience in Children and Families social work, including direct work with children.
	           E

	· Experience of working with care experienced children and young people.
· An understanding of the lifelong impact of loss and trauma.
	           E

           E

	· Experience of Group Work.
	           D

	· Good communication skills – written and verbal.
	           E

	· Strong interpersonal and negotiating skills.
	           E

	· Experience of multi-agency and team working with complex cases in a holistic model.
· Experience of undertaking lifestory work with children.
· Experience of working with conflict in families.
· Experience of working with children with additional needs.
	           
           E
           D
           E
           D 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	In addition:

Candidates must be able and willing to work evenings and occasional weekends and to be able to meet the travel requirements of the post.  Candidates must be registered with the Scottish Social Services Council.
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