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SCOREscotland (Strengthening Communities for Race Equality Scotland - SCOREscotland) is a voluntary organisation serving the black and minority ethnic communities in the West of Edinburgh, based in Wester Hailes.  The organisation strives to eliminate racism in our society by working (ideally with partners) for and with those who are affected by racial discrimination. Our goal is to strengthen communities and to enable people to take an active and full part in community life. In response to Covid-19 and the resultant lockdown measures, we understand communities’ needs will change and develop, and we are committed to continually assessing, understanding and meeting these changing needs. 

While our focus is clearly on members of BAME (Black and Minority Ethnic) communities, we are inclusive and provide services to any who need them.

Our work broadly falls into three categories:

Children Young People and Families:  Our Youth and Children’s Development Officer manages our Clubs for children aged 8-11, and for Young People aged 12-16 and over, which provide supportive and high quality weekly term time and holiday activities. We run a Women’s group and continually seek ways to support people’s mental health.  

Climate Change: current activities include our Community Pantry and Fridge (working above all to diminish waste by re-distributing food), a year-long programme of Cycling activities, engagement in raising awareness of Climate Change, and walking groups when appropriate.  A new development is about consulting to find what individuals know, and don’t know, about local amenities and includes installing some signposts.

Empowering local BAME individuals and groups: We provide Digital Inclusion activities so that individuals, households and groups can access online services including mainstream provision such as benefits advice, education, and public health services. We work with partners to reach out to communities, bringing the needs of BAME individuals and groups to the attention of the public agencies and others which should be serving them.  We are part of the ‘Create Community Wealth’ project, working closely with partners to support local individuals to access support to identify suitable and sustainable ways to sell their locally-made products and services, such as arts/handmade crafts/creative performance-based work that reflects the needs and wants of the community.

SCOREscotland is a third party reporting centre. Third Party Reporting is a way to report a Hate Crime without contacting the Police directly. A Hate Crime is understood to be a crime motivated by malice and ill-will towards a social group because of their actual or perceived:Race, colour ethnic origin, nationality, or national origins/Disability/Transgender identity/ Religion or Faith/Sexual orientation.
At present the team comprises: 4 full-time staff, 4 part-time staff (includes 2 Kickstart staff), and 11 sessional staff.  We currently have 20 volunteers, plus Board members, and rely heavily on these.  

Long-term Funding is an issue, and we have several applications awaiting decisions.  For any further information, write to Kate Betney, Treasurer, kate@scorescotland.org.uk  
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