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E: info@neilstonlegacy.org
W: www.neilstonlegacy.org

The Old Bank, 84 Main Street
Neilston, Glasgow G78 3EA



About Us
Neilston Windfarm Legacy SCIO (NWL) is a small independent local charity  which awards grants from a Legacy fund for sustainable community projects which aim to improve the lives of Neilston residents and enhance the village environment. It was founded in 2018 by Neilston Development Trust (NDT) from the sizeable profits arising from the sale of their share in a local community wind farm. 
For more information visit: www.neilstonlegacy.org

NWL is run by a small voluntary Board of Trustees, comprising a maximum of six. However, the Board uses a firm of independent financial advisers with specialist knowledge of the charity sector to manage and invest the Legacy funds on its behalf. The Board also engages independent accountancy and legal services, as and when required. No fund raising activities are undertaken.

Trustee Vacancies
Our Trustees serve for a three year term and may serve for a maximum of two terms consecutively, after which the constitution requires them to step down. We are always keen to hear from anyone who might be interested in joining the NWL Board and we particularly wish to encourage general enquiries from Neilston residents.                               Current Vacancy 
The Trustee fulfilling the role of Treasurer is due to step down from the Board this year, so we need to find a successor. This is a voluntary position, as Trustees cannot receive payment for their services to the charity. However it is a role that someone keen to support the community of Neilston should find very interesting and rewarding.            
The Board is seeking someone with a professional background in accounting or finance to report on the financial position of the charity and to provide advice and support to the Trustees. You will participate in the evaluation of grant applications from the community and guide the Board on its strategic financial planning. This post may particularly suit someone who is approaching retirement, or else anyone who is mid-career but who is also able to commit some time to voluntary work.
How to Apply                                                                                                           Please email your CV with ‘Trustee Vacancy’ as the subject, and give a brief statement explaining your interest in joining the Board of NWL to info@neilstonlegacy.org 
For an informal discussion about the role please contact June Jones, the Secretary, on 07758 781 575 or email jjones@neilstonlegacy.org
Closing date for applications is Monday 28 April. Interviews will be in early May.


More About The Treasurer Role
The Treasurer is not responsible for preparing the accounts, the role is one of reviewing and reporting on the accounts and providing advice and support to the other Trustees to ensure they have a clear understanding of the financial position of the charity and to ensure the long term security of the charity.

Key Responsibilities
Maintaining NWL’s financial monitoring systems and policies, ensuring these are robust and appropriate to safeguard the charity’s resources, and acting as key contact with the charity’s independent financial investment advisers and accountants.
Ensuring the Board of Trustees are all aware of their shared financial responsibilities and have sufficient understanding of NWL’s financial systems, policies and reports to ensure good governance of the charity.
Preparing a simple monthly cashflow and investment summary to help the Board understand the charity’s financial position and to inform monthly decisions about grants for community projects. Guiding the Board in the strategic financial planning for the distribution of grant funding and providing an objective financial view to support the Board in the assessment of grant applications.
Sharing responsibility with the Secretary for financial tasks such as arranging and maintaining the bank accounts, setting up dual authorisation payments for grants and expenses, and maintaining the financial records. The banking administration is simple, with only 5-6 transactions occurring monthly. 
Providing NWL’s accountant with the financial records and other information required for the annual Accounts Preparation and the Independent Examination and then presenting the finalised statements to the Board and AGM. 
Ensuring adherence to SORP 2015 and other legal and statutory requirements and ensuring the annual accounts are submitted to OSCR on time.
Desirable Experience and Qualities
Experience of working or volunteering in a finance-based role and in possession of an appropriate qualification in accountancy or financial management.
Knowledge and understanding of good governance and/or a willingness to learn about OSCR requirements and Charity Trustee Duties and to make a commitment to keeping this knowledge up-to-date.
Willingness to be available to other Trustees to provide support and guidance on financial matters and to collaborate on planning and report writing tasks.
A knowledge of the Neilston area would be advantageous but is not essential.
Availability to attend the Board of Trustees meetings in Neilston. Currently these take place about every 5 weeks during the day and normally for no more than two hours, but there is scope for variation. The AGM is usually held in October, in the evening.
Participating in the NWL Board
Trustees are expected to prepare for Board meetings by reading the papers which are circulated one week in advance and bringing their thoughts and questions to contribute to the discussions. Decisions are made by consensus rather than by a formal vote.
In addition to the minutes the papers are mainly grant applications and/or project update reports (1 or 2 per meeting), a very short and simple cash flow report and occasional short briefings on governance or operational matters.
In between the formal Board meetings Trustees undertake a few tasks individually or in pairs, making use of each individuals specific skills, experience and interests, to support the running of the charity. No staff are employed, but professional services are used as and when required.
Our financial investment advisors run a free annual training seminar for charity trustees which is very interesting, extremely worthwhile and a good networking opportunity.
NWL Board Composition as at March 2025
There are three categories of trustee:
Independent Member Trustees (up to 3): They may vote on all the business of the Board and may be appointed as office bearers (Chair, Secretary, Treasurer). If there is no-one in this category with the requisite qualifications and skillset to be Treasurer then a Non-member Trustee can be appointed as Financial Controller to undertake the role.
Independent Non-member Trustees (up to 2): They may participate in and vote on all the business of the Board but may not stand for or participate in the election of any office bearer. To date the Board has always appointed a qualified accountant to one of these positions as a pro-bono Financial Controller, specifically to undertake the duties and responsibilities of the Treasurer.
Trustee appointed by Neilston Development Trust (1): This Trustee is essential for a quorum. They may participate in and vote on all the business of the Board and may be appointed as an office bearer, but not to the position of Chair.
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