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• In recent years, French governments considered the Franco-German partnership as 

Europe´s powerhouse toward both increased unity and a stronger geopolitical role. 

The end of the era Merkel therefore raises the question as to whether a successful 

relationship between France and Germany will prevail despite new leadership. 

 

• Although the CDU underlined the special relationship during their last party confer-

ence, the rise of the Green party and the potential for a Black-Green alliance is seen 

as a possible threat to the future of the two countries’ ongoing industrial, military, 

and international cooperation.  

 

• Given their own elections looming next year, the French political landscape will most 

likely closely observe the performance of Germany´s far right party, the so-called 

Alternative for Germany (AfD), as a potential upturn in votes could fuel the campaign 

of the French far-right and its front-woman Marine Le Pen against liberal incumbent 

Emmanuel Macron. 




