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• Olaf Scholz has quietly emerged as the favorite in the race for the chancellorship and 

helped the SPD achieve an unexpected political high. Because of his pragmatic, low-key 

style, the moderate-conservative Social Democrat gives the impression that he could not 

only succeed Merkel as chancellor but also continue her political course. 

• However, the SPD consists of a broad spectrum of political positions and many members 

can be classified as far more left-wing than Olaf Scholz. Germany's political future in the 

event of an SPD election victory would therefore depend on how much "Scholz-ness" 

there is in the SPD and with whom they would form a government.  

• The same counts for Germany’s future positioning within the international commu-

nity. Scholz himself stands for continuation and has been open to China in the past, 

embodying a similar foreign policy course as Merkel. However, Scholz will need to de-

fend a pragmatic approach to foreign policy both 

 




