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NOTRE DAME: BY THE NUMBERS

25 NCAA Championship appearances earned by Notre Dame since 1988. Notre Dame 
has appeared in 21 of the last 25 tournaments.

14 Returning players that received playing time during the 2025 season.

9
Seasons for McFarland Family Men’s Head Soccer Coach Chad Riley at the helm at 
Notre Dame, amassing a record of 80-5-26 during his tenure. He is the first coach 
to ever lead the Irish to two College Cups in program history.

8
Freshmen added to the 2026 roster. The Irish welcome Eli Ackerman, Michael 
Capretto, Patrick Cuneo, Evan Lim, Maverick McCoy,  Thaddeus Sawyer, Ethan Scala 
and Tristan Tropeano to the program. 

7 Assists from Nolan Spicer last season, leading the team during the 2025 campaign.

8
goal scorers so far this season – Vlad Walent (3), Tristan Tropeano (3), Michael 
Capretto (2),  Stevie Dunphy (1), Ian Shaul (1), Nate Zimmermann (1), Nico Barlett 
(1), and Evan Lim (1) have each scored for the Irish. 

3 Captains on the 2025 team – senior midfielder Nolan Spicer, junior goalkeeper 
Blake Kelly, and senior midfielder Leo Brummell.

3 College Cup appearances in program history, including two in the last five seasons.

3
Incoming transfers on this season’s squad as Noah Deitrich (Western Michigan), 
Lincoln Ulrich (Coastal Carolina) and Vlad Walent (Wake Forest) join the Fighting 
Irish for the 2026 season.

4.67 The Irish are first in the ACC with 4.14 saves per game (29 saves so far on the season).

1 Goalkeeper Blake Kelly leads the ACC with 3.86 saves per game and is second in 
the conference with 27 saves so far this season . 

1 Notre Dame’s incoming freshman class is the top-ranked class in the country 
according to TopDrawerSoccer.com.

1
Notre Dame men’s soccer national championship, earned by way of a 2-1 win 
over Maryland in the final game of the 2013 NCAA College Cup in West Chester, 
Pennsylvania.
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THE SERIES
All-Time 
vs.  SU

Irish trail 1-2-0
Last:  L, 2-3 on 11/6/24 in Palo Alto, CA (ACC Championship 
First Round)

All-time 
at SU

Irish trail 0-1-0
Last:  L, 2-3 on 11/6/24 in Palo Alto, CA (ACC Championship 
First Round)

THE COACHES
Head Coach At School (Years) Overall (Years)

ND Chad Riley 84-52-28 (9th) 135-78-42 (14th)

SU Jeremy Gunn 179-56-55 (15th) 366-117-86 (28th)

#20 NOTRE DAME (4-1-2, 1-0-0) #1 STANFORD (7-0-1, 0-0-1)

SCHEDULE/RESULTS
Date	 ND Rank 	 Opponent	 TV             Time/Result

8/20		  at #22 Indiana	 B1G+	 L, 1-3

8/23		  NORTHWESTERN	 ACCNX	 T, 1-1

8/28		  #8 SAINT LOUIS	 ACCNX	 T, 1-1

8/31		  HARVARD	 ACCNX	 W, 3-1

9/6		  MICHIGAN	 ACCN	 W, 2-1 

9/11		  at #17 Clemson*	 ACCNX	 W, 1-0

9/15	 #20	 DETROIT MERCY	 ACCNX	 W, 4-0

9/20	 #20	 at #1 Stanford*	 ACCNX	 10 PM	

 9/25		  SYRACUSE*	 ACCNX	 7 PM

9/29		  UIC		  8 PM

10/3		  CAL*	 ACCNX	 7 PM

10/10		  at UNC*	 ACCNX	 7 PM

10/17		 BOSTON COLLEGE*	ACCNX	 6 PM

10/25		  at Louisville*	 ACCNX		 3 PM

10/30		 DUKE*	 ACCNX	 7 PM

All times Eastern. Home games in BOLD CAPS played at 
Alumni Stadium in South Bend, Ind. 

* - ACC Game

GAME INFORMATION
Sunday, Sept. 20
10 PM ET (7 PM PT)
ACCNX

Alumni Stadium 
South Bend, IN
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2026 NOTRE DAME ROSTER

0 Cole Kowalski GK SO 6-3 177 Elkhorn, WI / Elkhorn Area HS

1 Blake Kelly GK JR 6-2 185 Holt, MI / Salt Lake Academy

2 Eli Ackerman D FR 5-9 150 Natick, MA / Center of Excellence

3 Sean McDowd D SR 6-0 165 Lake Oswego, OR / Lake Oswego

4 Jack Ross D SR 6-3 190 Naples, FL / Shattuck St. Mary's School

5 Will Schroeder D JR 6-1 180 Inverness, IL / Barrington

6 Ian Shaul M JR 5-8 145 North Saint Paul, MN / Baker

7 Nate Zimmermann F SR 5-9 155 Mendham, NJ / Delbarton

8 Nico Bartlett M SR 5-5 151 Bloomingdale, IL / Lake Park

9 Ren Sylvester F SO  6-1 160 Ann Arbor, MI / Lone Star High School

10 Nolan Spicer M SR 5-8 150 Bay Village, OH / Saint Ignatius

11 Jack Flanagan F SR 5-10 155 Rancho Palos Verdes, CA / Palos Verdes

12 Ethan Scala M FR 6-1 160 Boynton Beach, FL / Laurel Springs School

13 Tristan Tropeano M FR 6-1 170 Birgmingham, AL / Brentwood

14 Maverick McCoy D FR 6-3 185 Carmel, IN / Indiana Connections Academy

15 Michael Capretto F FR 5-8 140 Hockessin, DE / Charter School of Wilmington

16 Leo Brummell M SR 6-0 165 Niles, MI / Culver Military Academy

18 Thaddeus Sawyer D FR 6-1 180 Savannah, GA / EdOptions Academy and IMG Academy
19 Vlad Walent M GS 5-9 165 Lafayette, CO / Connection Academy

20 Brady Hilden M JR 5-10 150 Reno, NV / Shattuck St. Mary's Academy

21 Karson Baquero M SO 5-11 145 Montgomery, TX / Texas Connections Academy

22 Lincoln Ulrich D SR 6-3 195 Delaware, OH / Olentangy Berlin

23 Stevie Dunphy F JR 5-11 165 Carlsbad, CA / Cathedral Catholic

24 Evan Lim M FR 5-9 140 Cedar Grove, NJ / Montclair Kimberley Academy

25 Patrick Cuneo F FR 5-11 157 Patterson, NY / The Harvey School

26 Diego Green M SO 5-9 150 Las Vegas, NV / Northwood School
27 Luke Burton F SO 6-0 165 San Francisco, CA / University High School

30 Noah Deitrich GK GS 6-3 185 Stevensville, MI / Lakeshore

No. Name Pos. Yr. Ht. Wt. Hometown/Previous School

McFarland Family Head Men’s Soccer Coach Chad Riley 9th Notre Dame ‘04

Assistant Coach Mike Graczyk 7th New Mexico ‘07

Assistant Coach Jeff Rowland 6th New Mexico ‘06

Director of Operations Sam Biek 1st Bethel ‘19

Graczyk GRAY-zack

Schroeder SHRAY-der

Baquero Buh-car-row
Tropeano Trop-ee-ah-no
Cuneo Coo-nee-yo



2026 NOTRE DAME MEN’S SOCCER

@NDMenSoccer 3 FIGHTINGIRISH.COM

IRISH FACTS & FIGURES
SETTING THE STAGE
• The No. 20 Notre Dame Fighting Irish (4-1-2, 1-0-0) have another road 
test as they take on the No. 1 Stanford Cardinal (7-0-1, 0-0-1) on Sunday, 
Sept. 20 at 10:00 p.m. ET (7:00 p.m. PT) at Maloney Field at Laird Q. Cagan 
Stadium.
• With the Stanford Cardinal joining the ACC in 2024, the two programs 
have only faced one another three times in program history with the very 
first matchup taking place on Sept. 2, 2016 (Irish won 2-1 in Bloomington, 
IN in 2OT). The Irish trail 1-2-0 in the overall series and are 0-1-0 at Stanford. 

#20 IRISH REMAIN UNDEFEATED AT HOME WITH 4-0 WIN OVER 
DETROIT MERCY
• The No. 20 Notre Dame Fighting Irish (4-1-2, 1-0-0) finished with a 
dominant 4-0 win over the Detroit Mercy Titans (1-6-1, 0-2-0) on Tuesday 
evening at Alumni Stadium. The Irish have now won four straight matches 
and remain undefeated at Alumni Stadium this season. 
• The Irish finished the night with four different goal scorers. Tristan 
Tropeano would put the Irish in front in just the first minute of play as the 
freshman forward scored his third goal of the season. 
• Senior Nico Bartlett and freshman Evan Lim would each score a goal in 
the win, which were their first goals of the season for the Irish. The win was 
capped off with a goal from fifth year defender Vlad Walent, who has now 
scored three goals this season.
• Blake Kelly finished the night with a save and his second clean sheet of 
the season. 

VLAD WALENT NAMED ACC DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE WEEK
• Announced by the league office on Tuesday last week, fifth year defender 
Vlad Walent has been named the Atlantic Coast Conference Defensive 
Player of the Week.
• Walent helped guide the Irish to a 1-0 victory at No. 17 Clemson on Friday 
night in the ACC opener as he assisted on the game-winning goal. 
• The defender was a key piece in the Irish’s first clean sheet of the season 
and the first time the ranked Tigers had been shutout in a match this 
season. The Irish also held Clemson to just four shots on goal, the fewest 
number of shots on goal for Clemson this season.
• Walent was also a key piece in Notre Dame’s game-winning goal as he 
delivered a beautiful pass through a pair of defenders to Tristan Tropeano 
for a goal in the 88th minute.

2026 CAPTAINS
• McFarland Family Men’s Head Soccer Coach Chad Riley announced that 
senior midfielder Nolan Spicer, junior goalkeeper Blake Kelly, and senior 
midfielder Leo Brummell will serve as captains of the 2026 Notre Dame 
men’s soccer program this year. 
• Spicer was a 2025 All-ACC Third Team honoree as the midfielder led the 
Irish in assists with seven (career high) and was tied for seventh in the ACC 
in total assists last season. He was also second on the team in points (11) off 
two goals and seven assists.
• Kelly started in all 20 matches for the Irish last season where he totaled 
71 saves, allowing 25 goals for a .740 save percentage on the season. He 
finished the season with six clean sheets and recorded five or more saves 
in seven matches.
• Brummell is a senior midfielder, joining the Irish roster in the spring of 
2025 as he now serves a captain in the 2026 season. 

BALANCED ATTACK
• Ten returning Irish players registered at least one point in their Notre 
Dame career, as the team returns 54 points from last year.
• Nine players that scored a goal during the 2024 campaign are back on 
this year’s team.
• Junior Jack Flanagan is the top returning goal scorer on the 2025 squad 
after firing in a career-high four goals during his sophomore campaign.

THE CHAD RILEY ERA
• McFarland Family Head Men’s Soccer Coach Chad Riley is in his eighth 
season in charge of the Notre Dame men’s soccer program in 2025.
• Riley became the first head coach in program history to lead the Fighting 
Irish to two College Cup appearances, coming during the 2021 and 2023 
seasons.
• Notre Dame has captured both an ACC regular season and tournament 
title under his direction, both firsts in program history.

Notre Dame Record in 
2026 Season

Home...............................................3-0-2

Away ................................................1-1-0

Neutral ............................................0-0-0

Vs. Ranked teams.........................1-1-1

Scoring first....................................2-0-1

Opponent scores first.................... 2-1-1

Leading at halftime ....................1-0-1

Trailing at halftime......................1-1-1

Tied at halftime............................2-0-0

In overtime.....................................0-0-0

Scoring 1 goal...............................1-1-2

Scoring 2 goals.............................1-0-0

Scoring 3 or more goals............2-0-0

Allowing 1 goal............................2-0-2

Allowing 2 goals...........................0-0-0

Allowing 3 or more goals..........0-1-0

One-goal games..........................2-0-0

Two-goal games..........................1-0-0

Three-plus goal games..............1-1-0

Wins more corners......................3-0-1

Opp. wins more corners............1-1-1

Corners are equal.........................0-0-0

More shots than opp..................3-0-1

Opp. has more shots...................1-1-1

Shots are the same......................0-0-0

More saves than opp..................2-1-1

Opp. has more saves...................1-0-0

Saves are the same......................1-0-1

In August........................................1-1-2

In September................................3-0-0

In October......................................0-0-0

In November..................................0-0-0

Day Games.....................................2-0-0

Night Games..................................2-1-2

		

ACC Preseason Coaches Poll
1. NC State (8), 183
2. Stanford (2), 171
3. Virginia (4), 161
4. SMU, 146
5. Clemson (1), 145
6. North Carolina, 134
7. Duke, 124
8. Notre Dame, 100
9. Wake Forest, 89
10. Syracuse, 86
11. Pitt, 83
12. Virginia Tech, 60
13. California, 48
14. Louisville, 29
15. Boston College, 16

ACC PRESEASON WATCH LIST
Andrej Borak, So., GK, Boston College
Florentino Junior, Fr., M, California
Ransford Gyan, Jr., M, Clemson
Ulfur Bjornsson, Sr., F, Duke
Ryan Quintos, Sr., D, Louisville
Joschi Schelb, Sr., F, North Carolina
Tyler Caton, Sr., M, NC State
Nolan Spicer, Sr., M, Notre Dame
Niklas Sorensen, Jr., D, Pitt
Stephan Soghomonian, Jr., F, SMU
Dylan Groeneveld, Sr., D, Stanford
Kelvin Da Costa, Jr., M, Syracuse
Sebastian Pop, Sr., D, Virginia
Yanis Belatrache, Sr., M, Virginia Tech
Jeffrey White, Sr., M, Wake Forest
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CHAD RILEY - MCFARLAND FAMILY MEN’S HEAD SOCCER COACH

CHAD 
RILEY

McFarland Family Men’s 
Head Soccer Coach

9th Season
Notre Dame ’04

CHAD RILEY 
PROFILE

•  Hire Date:  Jan. 4, 2018
•  Career Record:  135-78-42 (.612)
•  ND Record:  84-52-28 (.598)
•  NCAA Tournament Appearances:  9 

(5 Notre Dame head coach, 4 Dartmouth 
head coach)

•  Hometown:  Houston, Texas
•  Education:  Theology
•  Maritial Status:  Wife - Caitlin
•  Children:  Georgina, Prescott, 

Bernadette

COACHING 
EXPERIENCE
2004	� Assistant Coach 

Oberlin College
2005	� Assistant Coach 

St. John’s University
2006-11	� Assistant Coach 

University of Notre 
Dame

2012	� Assistant Coach 
Dartmouth College

2013-2017	� Head Coach 
Dartmouth College

2018-present	�Head Coach 
University of Notre Dame

PLAYING 
EXPERIENCE
2000-03	 �University of Notre Dame
	 BIG EAST Conference
	 3-Time All-BIG EAST
	 2003 Notre Dame Captain

Year-By-Year Collegiately With Chad Riley	 				  
Year School Record Postseason/Honors/Final Rankings
2004 Oberlin (assistant) 9-8-3

Totals Oberlin Assistant 9-8-3 (.525) 1 season

2005 St. John’s (assistant) 11-6-5
Totals  
St. John’s Assistant 11-6-5 (.614) 1 season

2006-11 Notre Dame (assistant) 71-37-21
Totals 
Notre Dame Assistant 71-37-21 (.632) 6 seasons

2012 Dartmouth (assistant) 9-7-0
Totals 
Dartmouth Assistant 9-7-0 (.632) 1 season

2013 Dartmouth 6-7-4

2014 Dartmouth 12-5-2

Ivy League Champion 
NCAA Second Round 
#25 NSCAA 
Ivy League Coach of the Year

2015 Dartmouth 12-6-1
Ivy League Champion 
NCAA Second Round 
Ivy League Coach of the Year

2016 Dartmouth 9-5-5 Ivy League Champion 
NCAA Second Round

2017 Dartmouth 12-3-2

Ivy League Champion 
NCAA Second Round 
#23 United Soccer Coaches 
Ivy League Coach of the Year

Totals 
Dartmouth Head Coach 51-26-14 (.637) 5 seasons

2018 Notre Dame 11-7-3 (.595) NCAA Quarterfinal 
#8 United Soccer Coaches

2019 Notre Dame 10-8-1 (.553) NCAA First Round

2020-21 Notre Dame 8-9-0 (.471)

2021 Notre Dame 14-5-5 (.696) NCAA College Cup 
ACC Champion 

2022 Notre Dame 8-7-2 (.529)

2023 Notre Dame 13-3-6 (.727)

NCAA College Cup Final 
ACC Regular Season Champions 
USC National Coaching Staff of the Year 
ACC Coach of the Year 
#2 United Soccer Coaches Poll

2024 Notre Dame 7-5-5 (.559)

2025 Notre Dame 9-7-4 (.550) NCAA Second Round

2026 Notre Dame 4-1-2 (.714)
Totals 
McFarland Family Men’s 
Head Soccer Coach

84-52-28 (.598) 9 seasons
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2026 NCAA TEAM RANKINGS

2026 NCAA INDIVIDUAL STAT RANKINGS
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2026 TEAM STATISTICS
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2026 INDIVIDUAL SEASON STATISTICS
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2026 GAME-BY-GAME COMPARISON
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2026 CAREER STATISTICS
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2026 CAREER STATISTICS
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2026 CAREER STATISTICS
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2026 CAREER STATISTICS
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2026 CAREER STATISTICS
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2026 CAREER STATISTICS



2026 NOTRE DAME MEN’S SOCCER

@NDMenSoccer 15 FIGHTINGIRISH.COM

2026 CAREER STATISTICS
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2026 CAREER STATISTICS
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2026 INDIVIDUAL GAME-BY-GAME
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2026 INDIVIDUAL GAME-BY-GAME
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2026 INDIVIDUAL GAME-BY-GAME
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2026 INDIVIDUAL GAME-BY-GAME
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2026 INDIVIDUAL GAME-BY-GAME
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2026 INDIVIDUAL GAME-BY-GAME
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2026 INDIVIDUAL GAME-BY-GAME
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2026 NOTRE DAME MEN'S SOCCER BROADCAST ROSTER

#11 Jack Flanagan
Sr. • F • Rancho Palos Verdes, CA

#10 Nolan Spicer
Sr. • M • Bay Village, OH

#7 Nate Zimmermann
Sr. • F • Mendham, NJ

#8 Nico Bartlett
Sr. • M • Bloomingdale, IL

#6 Ian Shaul
Jr. • M • North Saint Paul, MN

#9 Ren Sylvester
So. • F • Ann Arbor, MI

#15 Michael Capretto
Fr. • F • Hockessin, DE

#12 Ethan Scala
Fr. • M • Boynton Beach, FL

#16 Leo Brummell
Sr. • M • Highlands Ranch, CO

#18 Thaddeus Sawyer
Fr. • D • Savannah, GA

#13 Tristan Tropeano 
Fr. • M • Birmingham, AL

#20 Brady Hilden
Jr. • M • Reno, NV

#22 Lincoln Ulrich
Sr. • D •  Delaware, OH

#21 Karson Baquero
So. • M • Montgomery, TX

#24 Evan Lim 
Fr. • M • Cedar Grove, NJ

#23 Stevie Dunphy
Jr. • F • Carlsbad, CA

#5 Will Schroeder 
Jr. • M • Inverness, IL

#0 Cole Kowalski
So. • GK • Elkhorn, WI

#1 Blake Kelly
Jr. • GK • Holt, MI

#3 Sean McDowd
Sr. • D • Lake Oswego, OR

#4 Jack Ross
Sr. • D • Naples, FL

#2 Eli Ackerman
Fr. • D • Natick, MA

#26 Diego Green
Jr. • M • Las Vegas, NV

#30 Noah Deitrich
5th • GK • Stevensville, MI

#27 Luke Burton
So. • F • San Francisco, CA

#19 Vlad Walent
5th. • M • Lafayette, CO

#14 Maverick McCoy 
Fr. • D • Carmel, IN

Chad Riley
McFarland Family 

Head Men’s Soccer Coach

Jeff Rowland
Assistant Coach

Mike Graczyk
Assistant Coach

#25 Patrick Cuneo
Fr. • F • Patterson, NY

Sam Biek
Assistant Coach/Director of 

Operations


