
 Dr Roger Meischke
  

 1 

Resume and Supporting Information  

Roger Meischke  
BVSc, MVSc, PhD, MRCVS, MACVSc, MASM. 

  
 

   

 
Personal details 2 
 
Employment 3 

Tertiary teaching positions 6 
 
Membership of statutory authorities and committees 7 
 
Representation on committees 8 

Governmental committees 8 
Professional, scientific and other committees 9 

 
Submissions and evidence to parliamentary committees 11 
 
Papers to governmental committees and inquiries 11 
 
Scientific papers 14 

Papers in science policy, philosophy and politics 14 
Papers in pharmacology, pathology, microbiology and immunology 15 
Papers in animal welfare, production and husbandry 17 

 
Legal opinions and court cases (examples) 21 
 
Mentorship of graduate students 22 



 Dr Roger Meischke
  

 2 

Personal details 

Roger Meischke 
BVSc, MVSc, PhD, MRCVS, MACVSc, MASM. 
 

Employment 
Director 

Dr Roger Meischke Pty Ltd 

 

  

  

 

Home and farm 
  

 
 

   

  

  

 

Citizenship 
Australian 

 

Qualifications 
Bachelor of Veterinary Science, University of Sydney, 1970 (BVSc) 
Master of Veterinary Science, University of Sydney, 1975 (MVSc) 
Doctor of Philosophy, University of Glasgow, 1978 (PhD) 

 

Memberships 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 1977  
Australian Society for Microbiology, 1979 
Australian Institute of Biology, 1986 
Australian College of Veterinary Scientists in Pharmacology, 2006  

 



 Dr Roger Meischke
  

 3 

 
Employment 

Consulting veterinary scientist 2010-present 

I provide consultancy services in medicines evaluation, compliance investigations and scientific 
assessments for Government and industry as well as expert review of animal welfare and 
animal husbandry issues for the university and primary industry sectors as well as animal 
welfare organisations. 

Veterinary Medicines Registration Manager 2009 - 2010  
Senior Veterinary Product Evaluator 2003 - 2009 
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) 

I was appointed to the position of Veterinary Product Evaluator in the Veterinary Medicines 
Program in July 2003 and promoted to Senior Product Evaluator in February 2004. I have been 
Team Leader of the Veterinary Ethical and Complementary Medicines Team and, following the 
restructure of the APVMA in September 2007, I have been Team Manager of the Veterinary 
Medicines Registration Team on a number of occasions and for significant periods of time of up 
to six months for a total period of eighteen months. I was permanently appointed to the position 
in 2009. 

During this time there have been major changes in process with respect to labelling, data 
protection, commercial-in-confidence matters, organisational restructure and ISO consolidations 
in response to specific failures. These changes have made the complex processes more difficult 
to administer than at other times. In these roles I act as Product Manager and Delegate 
responsible for the screening of applications, product and permit evaluations, bringing together 
of agency advices and final assessments including delegated regulatory decisions where 
appropriate. Quality control, risk assessment and risk management are central to the tasks 
performed. I have completed a number of world-first product registrations requiring new policy 
and regulatory changes. 

I was seconded from the APVMA to Food Standards Australia New Zealand between January 
and July 2008 as Senior Veterinary Microbiologist in the Risk Assessment Microbiology Team to 
initiate work on the primary production and processing food standards based on whole-of-
chain risk assessments. I returned to APVMA on 7 July 2008 to continue as Senior Product 
Evaluator in the Veterinary Medicines Program. 

Registered veterinary practitioner and consultant 1986–2003 

I established  Veterinary Hospital and the associated  Veterinary 
Surgery and  Veterinary Surgery. The main hospital was a purpose-built complex of three 
buildings of 500 square meters with associated large- and small-animal holding facilities. My 
practices were incorporated and had around 2000 clients, including companies and individuals 
ranging from extensive farming interests to individual animal owners. My consultancy 
component was based on thirty corporate clients, government departments, universities and 
semi-government organisations. I provided expert opinions for court cases on numerous 
occasions. I was an approved veterinarian for establishing and maintaining accreditation of 
primary producer clients in disease control programs such as ovine brucellosis, footrot and 
Johne’s diseases. I was approved for the official identification and blood typing of horses and 
cattle. I was an approved veterinarian able to certify live animals for insurance purposes and 
export. 
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All animal species were treated at my practices: farm and domestic pets, native animals and 
wildlife, laboratory animals and the more unusual ‘new’ farm animals such as emus, ostriches, 
alpacas, goats and deer. The purpose-built laboratory supported an active research program 
and provided routine testing in haematology, biochemistry, microbiology, immunology and 
parasitology. Mentoring of students was a high priority and over twenty students from widely 
diverse backgrounds were hosted by the practice. These included senior veterinary science 
students, veterinary nursing students and animal technician trainees as well as several doctoral, 
masters and honours students. I attended accredited training courses on exotic diseases, Johne’s 
disease in sheep and cattle, sheep footrot, ovine brucellosis, artificial breeding, cancer diagnosis 
and treatment, clinical parasitology and ultrasonography. 

During this period I was elected Councillor and then Mayor of  Council. This 
meant running a statutory authority with a staff of 60 and an annual budget of over $4 million. 
I was a member of the Local Government and Shires Associations, the Regional Leaders Forum, 
deputy Chairperson of the  Catchment Coordinating Committee and 
deputy Chairperson of the Companion Animals Advisory Board to the NSW Minister for Local 
Government. I was also a member of the ACT Ministerial Advisory Committee on Animal 
Welfare and participated in drafting many of the codes of practice. I am currently a member of 
the Australian National University Animal Experimentation Ethics Committee. 

While in local government I was a member of the Southern Tablelands Regional Library 
Committee and numerous management committees covering emergency services, 
environmental planning and assessment, roads and traffic, and health and community services. 
I attended accredited training courses on Conflict of Interest in Local Government; Consultative 
Committee in award restructuring, structural efficiency, interaction and communication with 
stakeholders; Strategic Management—organisational performance, review and program 
evaluation; voluntary structural reform in local government; and performance management 
workshops. 

Veterinary Officer 1968–1986 
Commonwealth Department of Primary Industry 

Senior Principal Veterinary Officer (Class 5) Research & Laboratories 1985–86 
Australian Agricultural Health and Quarantine Service, Canberra 
Responsible for the Department’s research effort into livestock exports, the Australian Animal 
Health Laboratory, The National Animal Serum Laboratory, animal welfare, recombinant DNA 
technology and a wide range of special projects. 

Principal Veterinary Officer (Class 4) Special Projects & Animal Welfare 1982–85 
Australian Bureau of Animal Health, Canberra 
Responsible for a wide range of special projects, submissions to parliamentary inquiries, aspects 
of the Royal Commission into the Meat Industry, consultancies, international liaison and the 
transfer of quarantine, together with a substantial workload of Ministerial and Prime Ministerial 
correspondence. 

Senior Veterinary Officer (Class 3) Animal Welfare 1980–82 
Australian Bureau of Animal Health, Canberra 
This was the first appointment in animal welfare in Australia. Responsible for drafting national 
codes of practice, livestock exports, abattoirs including ritual slaughter, interstate transport, 
veterinary officer projects, and scientific seminars. 



 Dr Roger Meischke
  

 5 

Veterinary Officer (Class 2) Epidemiology 1978–1980 
Australian Bureau of Animal Health, Canberra 
Responsible for epidemiological studies into endemic and exotic animal diseases, hydatid 
control, arbovirus survey in Indonesia design, and development of the national animal serum 
bank and associated laboratory. 

Overseas Studentship 1975–78 
Department of Veterinary Pathology, University of Glasgow, UK 
Awarded an Australian Meat Research Committee overseas studentship and a Public Service 
Board Scholarship to study for a doctorate in tumour virology, immunology and pathology 
under Professor WFH Jarrett FRS. Licensed by the UK Home Office to experiment on living 
animals (ED3443 ELA 22/5205/1 of 15.2.77). 

Veterinary Officer (Class 2) 1974 
Veterinary Public Health Branch, Canberra 
This promotion occurred while on secondment to the Australian Meat Board, Sydney. 

Technical Adviser 1972–75 
Australian Meat Board, Sydney, on secondment from the Veterinary Public Health Branch 
(Veterinary Officer Class 1/2) 
Responsible for advising the Board on technical issues including trade complaints, heart 
disease, exotic diseases, animal production, meat science, conduct research on livestock 
bruising, carcase classification, salmonella contamination and pesticides. Represent the 
Australian Meat Board on national committees such as the Animal Production Committee 
and other inquiries. I completed an external Master of Veterinary Science degree with the 
Department of Veterinary Pathology and Microbiology at the University of Sydney. 

Veterinary Officer (Class 1) Veterinary Public Health 1970–72 
various locations 
I was officer in charge of inspection and certification on export abattoirs, latterly at Guyra, 
which slaughtered all classes of livestock and had assorted boning and other processing 
facilities. I was responsible for a staff of 18 state and federal meat inspectors.  

Cadet Veterinary Officer 1968–70 
University of Sydney Faculty of Veterinary Science 
I was awarded a Commonwealth Department of Primary Industry Cadetship to study 
Veterinary Science. I was awarded Credits in Physics, Biology, Pathology, Animal Husbandry, 
Bacteriology and Protozoology, and Meat Inspection, and a Distinction in Clinical Veterinary 
Pathology. 
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Tertiary teaching positions 

Lecturer in health inspection and meat inspection 1971–72 
Armidale Technical College 

Tutor and Demonstrator in Microbiology 1986–87 
Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Science, The Australian National University 

Lecturer 1986–90 
ACT Institute of Technical and Further Education, Bruce Campus 
Lecturer in animal health, welfare and legislation; disinfection and sterilisation; animal housing, 
handling and care for animal technicians and veterinary nurses. 

Lecturer 1986–89 
ACT Institute of Technical and Further Education, Reid Campus 
Lecturer in food science; food hygiene; occupational health and safety for students in hospitality 
management and apprentice chef training courses. 

Consultant 1986 to present  
Research School of Biological Sciences, Institute of Advanced Studies, The Australian 
National University 
See papers such as Marotte, Rice & Waite, Journal of Anatomy (1992) 180, 401–17; Marotte, Fleet 
& Mark, Journal of Comparative Neurology (1989) 282, 535–54.  

 

Examiner in Pharmacology       2009 to 2012 

Australian College of Veterinary Scientists, Pharmacology Chapter.  

 

Presentation Judge         2013 

Canberra Health Annual Research Meeting, Canberra Hospital 23.9.2013 
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Membership of statutory authorities and committees 

Member 2010 - present 
Veterinary Surgeons Board (ACT) 
Australasian Veterinary Boards Council (expert panel in veterinary science)  

Member 1981 - present 
Australian National University Animal Experimentation Ethics Committee 

Member nominated by the Australian Bureau of Animal Health (1982–86) and the Australian 
and New Zealand Federation of Animal Societies (1989–present). 

Member, Deputy Chairperson  1998–2000 
NSW Companion Animals Advisory Committee 

Member and Deputy Chairperson nominated by the Local Government and Shires Associations 
of NSW. 

Member, Deputy Chairperson 1996–2000 
Upper Murrumbidgee Catchment Coordinating Committee 

Member and Deputy Chairperson nominated by Gunning Shire Council; also member of the 
steering committee for the Murrumbidgee catchment action plan for integrated natural 
resources management: upper Murrumbidgee (1998). 

Councillor, Mayor 1995–1999 
Gunning Shire Council 

Elected Councillor and Mayor; chairperson and member of management committees. 

Member 1993–1996 
ACT Ministerial Animal Welfare Advisory Committee 

Member nominated by the Australian and New Zealand Federation of Animal Societies; 
chairperson or member of committees. 

Member 1986–1994 
University of Canberra Animal Experimentation Ethics Committee 

Member appointed by the University. 
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Representation on committees  

Governmental committees  
1995–99 Southern Tablelands Regional Library Management Committee. Member representing 
Gunning Shire Council. 

1995–98 Regional Leaders Forum. Member representing Gunning Shire Council. 

1993 NSW Animal Welfare Advisory Committee: Layer Hen Search Conference, Sydney 
University, 10 – 12 December 1993. Member representing the Australian and New Zealand 
Federation of Animal Societies. 

1989–90 National Advisory Committee on Kangaroos, Australian National Parks and Wildlife 
Service. Member representing the Australian and New Zealand Federation of Animal Societies. 

1985–86 Policy Advisory Committee to the CSIRO Australian Animal Health Laboratory. 
Member representing the Department of Primary Industry. 

1980–86 Animal Health Committee of the Standing Committee on Agriculture: several 
subcommittees including the Sub-committee on Animal Welfare. Member representing the 
Department of Primary Industry. 

1983–86 Intergovernmental Committee on Research and Development in the Sea Transport of 
Sheep. Member representing the Australian Bureau of Animal Health. 

1973–86 Animal Production Committee of the Standing Committee on Agriculture and several 
Expert Panels such as that on the importation of new beef cattle genotypes. Member 
representing the Australian Meat Board and later the Australian Bureau of Animal Health. 

1984–86 Standing Committee on Agriculture’s Working Party on the Legal Export of Psittacine 
and Other Australian Native Birds. Member and Convenor representing the Department of 
Primary Industry. See SCA 133, Townsville, 25 – 27 July 1984; AHC 33, Agenda 8.5 of 3.4.84. 

1984 Bilateral Discussions between the USA and Australia, Canberra, 3 – 4 December 1984. 
Representing the Australian Bureau of Animal Health, Department of Primary Industry. 

1983–84 Department of Transport Livestock Export Industry Advisory Committee: Technical 
Sub-committee. Member and Convenor representing the Australian Bureau of Animal Health. 

1982–85 Recombinant DNA Monitoring Committee and Purposeful Release Working Group. 
Alternate and member representing the Department of Primary Industry. 

1979–85 Southeast NSW and ACT Hydatid Control Program. Member and Technical Director 
representing the Australian Bureau of Animal Health. 

1974 Standing Committee on Agriculture Animal Production Committee’s workshop on the 
genetic improvement of beef cattle in southern Australia. Member representing the Australian 
Meat Board. 

1973–75 Salmonella Technical Sub-committee of the Meat Industry Advisory Committee. 
Member and Co-ordinator representing the Australian Meat Research Committee. 

1972–75 Australian Meat Research Committee National Workshops on Livestock Bruising. 
Member and Convenor representing the Australian Meat Board. 

2010-present Chairman of Australian Kosher Slaughter Advisory Committee comprising animal 
welfare, Government, industry leaders and scientific experts. Member of drafting committee for 
Best Practice Guidelines for Animal Welfare in Kosher Slaughter of Cattle, Sheep, Goats and 
Poultry. 
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Professional, scientific and other committees 
2009-2012 Examiner in Pharmacology for the Australian College of Veterinary Scientists 

2006–08 Scientific Reviewer, Australian Veterinary Journal. 

2005–07 Professional Auditor, NSW Veterinary Practitioner’s Board. 

1992–2000 ANZFAS Animals Today magazine. Member of editorial special advisory board. 

1986–94 Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Australia). Technical adviser. 

1989–92 Official veterinarian at Canberra combined cat clubs shows. As part of a team of three 
veterinarians, conducted health examinations on every animal exhibited. 

1988 Australian Society for Microbiology Annual General Meeting, Canberra. Chairman of 
organising committee, and Chairman of the veterinary microbiology session (Australian 
Microbiologist 9(2), 229).  

1985 United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation: Animal Production and Health 
Commission for Asia, the Far East and the South West Pacific (APHCA) Tenth Session, 
Melbourne. Chairman of organising committee. 

1985 Australian Academy of Science and ANZAAS joint exotic diseases symposium. Secretary 
of the organising committee. 

1984 Australian & New Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science 54th Congress, 
Canberra. Secretary of veterinary science organising committee and Chairman of session on 
ecology of exotic pathogens. 

1984 Team of specialists on human atypical mycobacterial infection. resulted in publication of 
Pulmonary disease in a child caused by atypical mycobacteria. Medical Journal of Australia 
(1984), 141, 242–3.  

1981–82 ACT Further Education Accreditation Committee expert panel on the Bruce TAFE 
study program for Animal Technicians. Member representing the Australian Veterinary 
Association. 

1983 to present Australian Veterinary Journal. Scientific referee.  

1982 Australian Veterinary Association Annual General Meeting: Session on Laboratory Animal 
Science. Chairman. 

1981–82 Australian Society for Animal Production. Branch Committee member. 

1980–82 Australian Veterinary Association, ACT Division. Member of Branch Committee and 
convener of the subcommittee on animal welfare. 

1981 Australian Society for Microbiology Annual General Meeting, Session on Veterinary 
Microbiology and Virology. Chairman. 

1979–82 Seminar Convener for the Australian Bureau of Animal Health public seminar series. 
Twenty public seminars were arranged together with press briefings on diverse scientific 
matters of public interest. 

1980–81 Australian Society for Microbiology. Executive member and member of the annual 
general meeting organising committee. 

1978–80 National Science Foundation, Washington, USA, Division of Physiology, Cellular and 
Molecular Biology. Reviewer. 

1979 International Society for Veterinary Epidemiology and Economics. Member of the national 
organising committee. 
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1975 AMRC National Workshop on the Economics of Lot Feeding. Convener for the Australian 
Meat Board. 

1973–75 AMRC National Bruising Workshops. Convener and member representing the 
Australian Meat Board. 

1972–75 CSIRO Meat Industry Advisory Committee and Working Groups. Member 
representing the Australian Meat Research Committee. 

1972–75 Livestock Transport Committee. Member representing the Australian Meat Board. 
Established by the National Materials Handling Bureau in the Federal Department of 
Productivity, it reported in Livestock Bruising Project: stockyard and transport stock-crate 
design July 1977, 42pp. 

1972–75 Sheep-meats Grading and Classification Committee. Member representing the 
Australian Meat Board. 

1973–75 Queensland United Graziers Association Cattle Industry Bruising Committee. Member 
representing the Australian Meat Research Committee. 

1972–74 CSIRO Division of Food Research Industry Committee on Food and Heart Disease. 
Member representing the Australian Meat Board, led to the joint promotion of the health 
benefits of lean meat by the National Heart Foundation and the Board. 

1969 Sydney University Veterinary Society. Secretary. 

1968 Year Representative to Faculty of Veterinary Science, University of Sydney. 
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Submissions and evidence to parliamentary committees 
1975 Senate Standing Committee on Finance and Government Operations 

1975 Inquiry into the nature and extent of Australian Government assistance to industry. 
Australian Meat Board submission. 

1982 Royal Commission into the Australian Meat Industry. The Hon Justice AE Woodward, 
Commissioner, report published September 1982, see Senate Hansard 23.9.82: 1253-1272 for 
debate. 

1982 The effectiveness of the Commonwealth meat inspection service with particular reference 
to the veterinary contributions - a personal view. HRC Meischke exhibit 573, 1–6. This matter 
discussed in detail at Transcript of 10 June 1982: 8101–81. 

1982 Evidence of improper shredding of documents and related matters. See transcript of 
proceedings at Melbourne 1 June 1982: 7536–82, 7633–40. 

1984–92 Senate Select Committee on Animal Welfare.  

1984 Inaugural public hearings including livestock exports and the intensive animal industries. 
RW Gee, JH Auty, HRC Meischke and BL Moore 11 May 1984 Hansard pp 4–39. 

1985 Public hearings on live sheep exports, kangaroos and cetacea in captivity. RW Gee, JH 
Auty & HRC Meischke, Parliament House, Canberra, 10 April 1985. 

1985 Report on the export of live sheep from Australia. Published by the Australian 
Government Publishing Service, numerous citations. 

1988 Public hearings on sheep husbandry. HRC Meischke & B Dover, Melbourne, 20 September 
1988, Hansard pages 8204–33 on behalf of the Australian and New Zealand Federation of 
Animal Societies.  

1988 Public hearings on animal experimentation. HRC Meischke & C Wright, Parliament House, 
Canberra, 31 October 1988, Hansard pages 8422–46. 

1990 Submission on culling of large feral animals in the Northern Territory. (1990) HRC 
Meischke, prepared on behalf of RSPCA (Australia) 29 September 1990: 1–16. 

1990 Submission on the transport of livestock in Australia. (1990) HRC Meischke, prepared on 
behalf of RSPCA (Australia) 30.9.90: 1-19. 

1988–89 Inter-state Commission: The efficiency of interstate transport arrangements.  

1988 Third Report ‘Volume loading of livestock for transport by road.’ submission number 10, 
Canberra 8.2.88, C. Wright and HRC Meischke on behalf of RSPCA (Australia) transcript 751–
83a. 

2000–01 Senate Rural & Regional Affairs & Transport References Committee. Inquiry into the 
Incidence of Ovine Johne’s Disease in the Australian Flock: Volume 2, Submission 32 pp 1–93. 

2000 Veterinary Accreditation for Ovine Johne’s Disease Dr Roger Meischke, Joint Submission 
to the NSW Ombudsman and Senate Inquiry 20 May 2000. 

2000–01 Volume 3, Submission 55 & 55A pp 67–248, Inquiry into Ovine Johne’s Disease—the 
Bollom Case. Mr Arthur Bollom & Dr Roger Meischke, joint submission to the NSW 
Ombudsman and Senate Inquiry 12 June 2000; also third submission dated 5 April 2001. 

2000 Senate References Committee, Proof Hansard 19th September 2000, Goulburn pp 240–53, 
evidence from Dr Roger Meischke & Mr Arthur Bollom. 
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Papers to governmental committees and inquiries 
1972 Survey of hydatid disease and sheep measles at the New England Abattoir. Report to the 
hydatid disease and sheep measles eradication committee of the Glen Innes Shire Council, 11 
April 1972. 

1973 Progress made in the national brucellosis eradication campaign on a state by state basis. 
Report to the Australian Meat Board, March meeting, St 65/73, 115–17. Also released to the 
Australian Meat Exporters Federal Council (AMEFC). 

1973 Report on polyunsaturated meat. Australian Meat Board St 65/73, 51-71. Also submitted to 
Standing Committee on Agriculture Animal Production Committee 54th meeting, agenda item 
7(J) 20pp. 

1973 The governmental and paragovernmental bodies involved in the Australian livestock and 
meat industry. Information paper for the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation. 

1974 Briefing for Australian Meat Board on Department of Primary Industry Inquiry on the 
export of underprocessed canned meat. The issue of underprocessed canned Australian ham 
discovered in Britain caused a review of meat inspection arrangements. 

1974 Summary report on cooperative trials investigating cattle bruising between the CSIRO, 
Department of Primary Industries (Qld) and the Australian Meat Board. United Graziers 
Association Committee meeting, Brisbane, 12 February 1974, 5pp. 

1974 Australian Meat Board submission to the Industries Assistance Commission Inquiry into 
the bovine brucellosis and tuberculosis slaughter compensation scheme. July 1974, 25pp. 

1975 Arrangements for cattle compensation for tuberculosis and brucellosis in Australian states. 
Submission to the Australian Meat Board, 15 July 1975, 4pp. 

1975 Tuberculosis—a question of testing. Submission to the Australian Meat Research 
Committee, 7 August 1975, 9pp. 

1975 Bovine brucellosis and tuberculosis slaughter compensation scheme: supplementary 
submission from the Australian Meat Board. (1975) Industries Assistance Commission Inquiry 
27.3.75. 

1975 Submission to Industries Assistance Commission inquiry into financing rural promotion. 
Prepared with J Noble on behalf of the Australian Meat Board.  

1975 Plan for proposed barter of Australian beef for deepening of Newcastle harbour. 
Submission to Australian Meat Board and NSW Department of Public Works 10.9.75. 

1975 Progress report on proposed barter deal. 15.10.75 supplementary submission. Other papers 
dated 10.8.75, and 30.8.75 on international barter trades for beef.  

1975 Bruising of beef cattle. Standing Committee on Agriculture Animal Production 
Committee’s Technical subcommittee on beef cattle production, 14th meeting 2.7.75 Sydney, 
7pp. 

1979 The national animal serum bank - proposal for the storage of sera. Australian Bureau of 
Animal Health, Epidemiology Branch, Department of Primary Industry. 

1979 The national animal serum bank: progress and arrangements. Standing Committee on 
Agriculture Animal Health Committee submissions to 22, 23, 24th meetings and the 
Subcommittee of Principal Laboratory Officers meetings 7, agenda item 11.4, 9pp, and meeting 
8. 

1979 Proposed survey of arboviruses in Indonesia. Paper for the Australian Bureau of Animal 
Health and CSIRO, 8pp. 
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1979 Possible methods of identifying abattoir slaughtered sheep which are of local origin. 
Standing Committee on Agriculture Animal Health Committee’s Subcommittee on Hydatids 1, 
8.2, 1-13.  

1979 An overview survey of hydatids, C. ovis and C. tenuicollis in sheep and lambs slaughtered 
at abattoirs in selected areas of NSW and Victoria. Standing Committee on Agriculture Animal 
Health Committee’s Subcommittee on Hydatids 1, 8.1, 1-8. 

1981 Report on overseas visit to the Middle East and Singapore 12.11.81-11.12.81. Purpose of the 
visit was to establish contacts with individual country veterinary authorities and animal welfare 
organisations, 21pp. 

1983 Investigation and research requirements for the livestock export industry. Department of 
Transport Livestock Export Industry Advisory Committee, series of papers 20.8.83 Adelaide, 1–
17. 

1983 The establishment of a Bureau of Agricultural Resources. Submission to Committee of 
Inquiry chaired by Dr Max Day reporting to the Department of Primary Industry, 8pp.  

1984 Impact of kangaroos on agriculture. Review of the literature in preparation for position 
statement for the Department of Primary Industry, 5pp.  

1984 Submission to Inquiry on Meat Inspection Charging. Department of Primary Industry 
Interim Inspection Policy Council, 9pp. 

1984 Eradication and control of brucellosis and tuberculosis in Australian. (1984) National 
Farmers Federation, Cattle Council of Australia, confidential briefing 14.6.84, 10pp. 

1985 Briefing for the tenth session of the Animal Production and Health Commission for Asia, 
the Far East and the South West Pacific (APHCA). United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation, 7 to 13 October 1985, Melbourne. 

1986 Rinderpest vaccination for Export Cattle. Standing Committee on Agriculture 136th 
meeting, February 1986, Hobart, Agenda 5.6, briefing. See also Protocol for inoculation of cattle 
against rinderpest virus - cooperative Saudi Arabian/Australian project. (1984) submission to 
Department of Primary Industry 12.9.84, 9pp. 

1987 RSPCA (Australia) submission to NSW Animal Research Review Panel’s draft code of 
practice. Detailed redrafting 9.10.87: 10pp. 

1988 The use of 1080 poison for feral and pest animal control. Victorian Animal Welfare 
Advisory Committee inquiry, submission by RSPCA 15.11.88: 15 pp. 

2003 to present Several papers during to APVMA’s Industry Liaison Committee and Regulatory 
Liaison Committee on low regulatory standards, euthanasia agents and chemical shearing, 
national guidelines, veterinary medicines in aquaculture and other matters. 

2003 to present NDPSC Briefings for APVMA representative on Ketamine, Buprenorphine, 
GHRH vaccines, aquarium antiseptics, pheromones, DNA constructs, antibiotics in HGPs. 

2011 Better regulation of agricultural and veterinary chemicals: submission on Policy Paper by 
the Federal Minister for Agriculture; see http://daff.gov.au/agriculture-food/ag-vet-
chemicals/better-regulation-of-ag-vet-chemicals/responses-to-the-discussion-paper/dr-roger-
meischke 

2010 to present Expert Reviews of new veterinary medicines seeking registration 

2012 Submission on the 2012 Agvet Reform Bill; see 
http://daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/2138148/Meischke,_Roger_Dr.pdf 
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Scientific papers 

Papers in science policy, philosophy and politics 
Disease danger to livestock. AD Shannon and eight other scientists (1982). The Sydney Morning 
Herald Monday 12 April 1982, 6. Also advisory briefings to the Bureau of Animal Health from 
AD Shannon, HRC Meischke & MG Cooper on the introduction of exotic disease agents, 22 May 
and 5 June 1981. 

The importation of live viruses into the Australian National Animal Health Laboratory—
democracy in action? J Shelton & HRC Meischke, Australian Veterinary Journal (1982) 58 (9), 
News 4–5. 

Submission to the Minister for Primary Industry on the conservation of degraded lands. (1983) 
GJ Burch, MG Cook, RA Fischer, HRC Meischke, HA Nix, CH Watson & OB Williams, 14 March 
1983, Joint Soil Science Society & Australian Institute for Agricultural Science Working Party 
 4pp.  

Pests and parasites as migrants—an Australian perspective. Edited by AJ Gibbs & HRC Meischke 
(1985). Australian Academy of Science & Cambridge University Press, 192 pp. See also Sydney 
Morning Herald, 29 June 1984 p. 18, ‘Study causes rethink on control of odd diseases’. 

Politics of the Saudi sheep trade: a question of disease. P Scott & HRC Meischke, The Australian 
Quarterly (1990) Spring Issue, 231–9. See also Animals Winter issue 1995: 10–11. 

Meeting on kangaroos between the US Department of Fish and Wldlife Service and the 
Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service. HRC Meischke & JH Auty (1990) representing 
Greenpeace 9 March 1990, 4pp. See also Queensland Kangaroo Kill 1989. Report to Greenpeace 
31 October 1989, 4pp.  

The live sheep trade. HRC Meischke (1991). Invited paper to the Plenary Session of the Pan 
Pacific conference on veterinarians and the environment. Darling Harbour, Sydney 12–17.5.91. 
Published as Problems still haunt live sheep transport. AVA News September 1991, 10-11, also 
in Animal Liberation Magazine October–December 1991, 26–7. 

The effect of secrecy on the live sheep trade. HRC Meischke (1991). Invited paper to the 
livestock division of the Australian and New Zealand Federation of Animal Societies Annual 
General Meeting, Canberra, 20 July 1991. 

Report on kangaroo game meat taken for human consumption. HRC Meischke (1993) dealing 
with the Hopwood report to the NSW Minister for Health on behalf of the International Wildlife 
Coalition 11.8.93, 6pp. Also related reports on the Kangaroo Cull Code for the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare (1993), and the International Standards Organisation TC 191 Humane 
Animal (Mammal) Traps for Greenpeace (1994).  

Feral cat control—are cats on rubbish dumps a management problem? PM Wilson, CR Tideman 
& HRC Meischke (1994) Commissioned report to the ACT Parks and Conservation Service, 
June, on behalf of the School of Resource & Environmental Management, The Australian 
National University. 

Report on the veterinary activities at the opening of the duck season at Lake Cowal on 16th 
March 1991. HRC Meischke. Paper prepared for the NSW Duck Coalition and presented to the 
NSW Government (9pp). Similar papers prepared for seasons in 1992 (15pp), 1993 (20pp) and 
1994 (8pp); the practice was prohibited in 1995. See also Wildwatch- ducking for cover. (1991) 
Animals June 1991, 10–11. Also see The duck report—bird rescue takes off. (1992) Fund for 
Animals Newsletter 8 (1) 6–9. 



 Roger Meischke
 SCIENTIFIC PAPERS 

 15 

Limitations to the efficacy of the canine electric fence and collar. HRC Meischke (1995) paper to 
the ACT Ministerial Advisory Committee meeting on 13.9.95 8/95 3–4. 

That animal experimentation is a modern expression of animal sacrifice—a journey of discovery 
and understanding. HRC Meischke (2003). Invited paper presented to the Second Canberra 
Weekend of Ideas at Manning Clark House on Science and Ethics 7–9 March, Canberra. See also 
Canberra Times, 5 March 2003 ‘Animals and our conscience’. 

Better regulation of Agricultural and Veterinary Medicines- submission on Ministerial 
Policy Paper. HRC Meischke (2011) http://www.daff.gov.au/agriculture-food/food/regulation-
safety/ag-vet-chemicals/better-regulation-of-ag-vet-chemicals/responses-to-the-discussion-paper 
 
Sustainable animal health prescribing for major and minor farm animals in Australia. Dr 
Roger Meischke (2012) Paper presented to the Australian Veterinary Association Annual 
Conference, Canberra, 10.30‐11.20am Thursday 24th May 2012, combined session of Cattle/ 
Sheep/ Public Health/ Industry groups; see 
http://daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/2138835/Meiscke,_Roger_Attachment.pdf 

Papers in pharmacology, pathology, microbiology and immunology 
Hyperoestrogenic syndromes in cattle associated with the ingestion of phyto-oestrogens. HRC 
Meischke (1970) Final year essay (mini-Masters), Faculty of Veterinary Science, University of 
Sydney, 27pp. 

The causes and pathology of haemorrhage in cattle. HRC Meischke (1973). Qualifying essay for 
admission to Master of Veterinary Science degree program at the University of Sydney, 8pp. 

A survey of bovine teat papillomatosis. HRC Meischke, The Veterinary Record (1979) 104,  
28–31. 

In vivo and in vitro studies on bovine papilloma virus. HRC Meischke (1978), Doctor of 
Philosophy Thesis, University of Glasgow, 320pp. 

In vitro transformation by bovine papilloma virus. HRC Meischke, Journal of General Virology 
(1979) 43, 473–87. 

Experimental transmission of bovine papilloma virus (BPV) extracted from morphologically 
separable teat and cutaneous lesions and the effects of inoculation of BPV transformed foetal 
bovine cells. HRC Meischke, The Veterinary Record (1979), 104, 360–6. 

The establishment of a national serum bank in Australia. RS Morris, HRC Meischke and AD 
Shannon (1979) in Arbovirus research in Australia. Proceedings 2nd symposium 17 – 19July 
1979, published by CSIRO and the Queensland Institute of Medical Research, edited by TD St 
George & EL French, 96–100.  

Isolation of bovine leucosis virus from cattle. HRC Meischke (1980). Australian Veterinary 
Journal, 56, 6. 

Do viruses cause cancer? Bovine papilloma virus. HRC Meischke (1981). Proceedings of the 
Annual General Meeting of the Australian Society for Microbiology, May, S16, 25. 

Adult T-cell leucaemia virus. HRC Meischke (1983). Australian Veterinary Journal, 60 (10),  
315–16. 

Abattoir disease recording and reporting. HRC Meischke, Australian Veterinary Journal 
Newsletter 6th July 1984, 16. 
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Spina bifida with meningocoele in a lamb. HRC Meischke & W Hein (1985). Veterinary 
pathology report to ABAH and John Curtin School of Medical Research, The Australian 
National University. 

The tumourigenicity in athymic nude mice of bovine papilloma virus transformed foetal bovine 
skin cells. HRC Meischke (1985). Veterinary pathology report to ABAH. 

Exotic animal diseases. HRC Meischke & WA Geering (1985), in Pests & Parasites as Migrants, 
edited by Gibbs & Meischke, published by Australian Academy of Science & Cambridge 
University Press, Chapter 3, 28-40. 

Tan bark induced dermatitis in dogs. HRC Meischke (1987). The Stafford, 4 (4), 18. 

Suspected lysosomal storage disease in kangaroos. JT Rothwell, PAW Harper, WJ Hartley & 
HRC Meischke (1990). Journal of Wildlife Diseases, 26 (2), 275–8. 

Sheep diseases—why bother? HRC Meischke (1990). Australian Suffolk Breeders Association 
Field Day, 2nd June, Freeway Farm, Mittagong. 

The widespread occurrence of papillomatosis in the animal kingdom—comparative pathology. 
HRC Meischke (1991). In: Proceedings of the national meeting on Human Papilloma Virus and 
the Gynecologist, organised by the Obstetrics & Gynecology Society 15 November, Terrigal, 
p. 4. 

Filiform squamous papillomas in sheep (OSP) - clinical features, histology, immunochemistry, 
transmission experiments and analysis of papillomavirus DNA. MLR Hayward, HRC Meischke, 
PJ Baird & L Gissman (1992) the Eleventh International Papilloma Workshop, 5 – 11 September 
1992, Edinburgh, Scotland, page 77. 

Filiform viral papillomas on sheep. MLR Hayward, PJ Baird & HRC Meischke (1993), The 
Veterinary Record, 132, 86-88. 

DNA sequence of ovine papilloma virus. PJ Baird, HRC Meischke, H Delius & L Gissman (1993) 
12th International Papillomavirus Workshop. 

A study of the natural and experimental transmission of ovine papillomavirus (OPV) induced 
squamous papillomas on sheep. HRC Meischke & PJ Baird (1994). Poster presentation, 13th 
International Papillomavirus Conference, Amsterdam, 8 – 13 October 1994. 

Diseases and parasites of cats on rubbish dumps. PM Wilson, HRC Meischke & CR Tideman 
(1995). Australian Veterinary Journal.  

Ovine papillomavirus infection of ovine mammary skin xenografts in SCID mice. GD Higgins, J 
Karlis, L Kuiper, HRC Meischke, PJ Baird & CJ Burrell (1995) 14th International Papillomavirus 
Conference, Baltimore. 

Cloning and sequencing of two ovine papillomaviruses. J Karlis, H Delius, PJ Baird, HRC 
Meischke, CJ Burrell & GD Higgins (1996) 15th International Papillomavirus Conference, 
Brisbane. 

Heritage pharmacy in a low regulatory environment: a case study in the development of a 
standard for ornamental aquarium antiseptic products. Roger Meischke (2004). Australian 
Society for Microbiology 2004 Conference Sydney SuperDome 27th September page 42 
Veterinary Microbiology PP09. 

Bioequivalence: the nexus between pattern of use, formulation type and the need for 
bioequivalence studies. Roger Meischke (2005). Joint Meeting Australian College of Veterinary 
Scientists and Australian Veterinarians in Industry within the Australian Veterinary Association 
Conference (preprint 16th May 2005). 
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Rapid Response Regulatory Options for Zoonotic Diseases. Roger Meischke & Phil Reeves 
(2005). Communicable Diseases Control Conference, Sydney Convention Centre 3rd May 2005.  

Registering Mordant Products with Consequential Claims. Roger Meischke (2005) Australian 
Society for Microbiology 2005 Conference Canberra, 28th September 2005 pages 104-5 
Veterinary Microbiology PP13.3. 

Target Animal Efficacy and Safety Data Requirements for Applications for Product 
Registrations and Minor Use/Off Label Permits. Roger Meischke (2006), Australian Veterinary 
Association Annual Scientific Meeting (Industry Group), Hobart, 9.00am Thursday 25th May 
2006 in Joint Session APVMA Considerations of Target Animal Safety and Efficacy. 

Veterinary Prescribing of Unregistered Products. Roger Meischke (2006), Australian Veterinary 
Association Conference, Hobart, 2.30pm 25th May 2006. 

Prescribing for Aquaculture Forum: a regulatory perspective. Roger Meischke (2006). Australian 
Veterinary Association Conference, Hobart, 3.45 pm 25 May 2006. 

Good Clinical Practice Guidelines from an Australian Perspective. Roger Meischke (2007) 
Australian Veterinarians in Industry GCP Course, Sydney, 21–22 July 2007. 

The regulation of veterinary medicines in Australia. Roger Meischke (2007). Australian College 
of Veterinary Scientists, Pharmacology Chapter Candidates Workshop, Canberra, 3–5 August 
2007. 

Veterinary Permits in Context. Roger Meischke (2008) at the Australian Pesticides and 
Veterinary Medicines Authority’s Back to Basics Seminar, National Convention Centre, 
Canberra, 12–13 June 2008. 

The use of veterinary medicines in aquaculture: a regulator’s perspective. Roger Meischke 
(2008). ‘Innovation in a Global Market’ Skretting Australian Aquaculture 2008 Brisbane 
International Conference and Trade Show, 3–6 August 2008. 

Project Management of Registration Applications for Veterinary Medicines. Roger Meischke & 
Judith Platt (2008). APVMA Field Trip Seminar, Yarrandoo (Novartis) Research Station, 
17 October 2008. 

Requirements and Guidelines for Veterinary Herbal Remedies. Roger Meischke (2009) VMDA 
Industry Meeting, North Ryde, 15 April 2009. 

Veterinary prescribing ethics and rights: using formulators to compound veterinary medicines. 
Roger Meischke (2011) Aust College of Vet Scientists Science Week, Gold Coast July. P43 
Proceedings. 
http://pharmacology.anzcvs.org.au/pharmacology_assets/Pharmacology%20Block%20Course
%202011%20Proceedings%20v2.pdf 

Sustainable animal health prescribing for major and minor farm animals in Australia. Roger 
Meischke (2012) Paper presented to the Australian Veterinary Association Annual Conference, 
Canberra, 10.30-11.20am Thursday 24th May 2012, Combined session of Cattle/ Sheep/ Public 
Health/ Industry groups. 

Ovine Johne’s Disease Market Assurance Program limitations for future marketing and disease 
control. Roger Meischke (2012) Australian Wool Innovation Forum Sydney 15th November 2012. 
See report in the Land 22.11.12 pages 1 and 5.  

Papers in animal welfare, production and husbandry 
The Australian chilled beef export industry. HRC Meischke and DW Paxton, Australian Journal 
of Food Technology (1973), 25 (12), 592-609. 
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The effect of horns on bruising in cattle. HRC Meischke, WR Ramsay and FD Shaw, Australian 
Veterinary Journal (1974) 50, 432-434. See also Horns are not wanted. (1975) CSIRO Rural 
Research 89, 19-21. 

Composition of the Australian herd 1973. HRC Meischke & MAS Jones, Australian Meat 
Research Committee Review (1975) 21, 23–30. Also published in the Standing Committee on 
Agriculture Technical Report (1979) Introduction of new beef cattle genotypes into Australia. 3, 
42–51. 

Bruising of beef cattle: measurement and some causes. HRC Meischke (1975) paper given to beef 
cattle field day at Claremont, Larras Lee, 17.4.75, Australian Meat Board paper 153/75. Also 
published in The Pastoral Review, June 1975, 371. 

The economic loss due to bruising in beef cattle. HRC Meischke (1974). Paper given to 
Agricultural Bureau of NSW, Goulburn 30.5.74, reported in Meat Producer & Exporter July 
1974, 7. Australian Meat Board Agenda Paper 213/74 13pp. 

Bruising of beef cattle. HRC Meischke, Australian Meat Research Committee Review (1974), 19, 
1.  

Cattle bruising - a report to the Graziers Association of NSW. (1974) Paper given 23.9.74, see 
also Muster October 1974 issue, 4-5. 

Bruising in cattle. HRC Meischke (1975) Master of Veterinary Science Thesis in the Department 
of Veterinary Pathology and Microbiology, University of Sydney, 172pp. 

The effect of tipping of horns and interruption of journey on bruising in cattle. WR Ramsay, 
HRC Meischke and B Anderson, Australian Veterinary Journal (1976), 52, 285-286. 

A knocking box effect on bruising in cattle. HRC Meischke and JC Horder, Australian Journal of 
Food Technology (1976), 28 (10), 369-371. See also AMRC Review (1978) 34, 21. 

A bruising problem. HRC Meischke (1976) Queensland Country Life, 26th August 

Beef Cattle Bruising. HRC Meischke and JC Horder, Australian Poll Hereford Annual (1976) 
103-105. 

Horns of a dilemma. HRC Meischke (1976) Queensland Country Life, 4th November. 

Balance in animal welfare. HRC Meischke, International Journal for the Study of Animal 
Problems (1980) 1 (5), 274. 

Legislative and other controls affecting the welfare of animals in production. HRC Meischke 
and LL Steiger (1980) Proceedings of a joint symposium of the Australian Institute of 
Agricultural Science, Australian Society for Animal Production and Australian Veterinary 
Association Melbourne 25.11.80, 1-5. 

The transport of livestock. HRC Meischke, NSW Veterinary Proceedings (1981) 40-41. Based on 
paper given to the annual general meeting of the Australian Veterinary Association (NSW) at 
Sydney University 4-5.4.81. 

The veterinarian and animal welfare. RW Gee and HRC Meischke (1981) 51st ANZAAS 
Congress, Brisbane 11.5.81. Also published in The Veterinary Record (1982) 110 (4), 86. 

Philosophical and moral aspects to the use of animals in experimentation. HRC Meischke and 
RA Begbie, Australian Advances in Veterinary Science (1981) 232-237. 

The coordination of technical roles in the care of experimental animals. HRC Meischke (1981) 
Fourth Biennial Conference of the Australian Animal Technicians Association, 13-15 May. 
Published in Improved care through information exchange. Proceedings of the Conference 14-
15. 
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The welfare of Australian sheep and lambs exported by sea to the Middle East. HRC Meischke 
(1981) Australian Bureau of Animal Health Report published by the Australian Government 
Publishing Service as The sea transport of sheep and tabled in both Houses of the Australian 
Parliament in 1981, 40pp. 

Laboratory animal welfare - ethical and practical considerations. HRC Meischke (1981) Annual 
Scientific Meeting of the Australian Society for Zoo and Laboratory Animal Science, 21.8.81 
University of Sydney. Published in the ASZLAS Newsletter April 1982, 3-4. 

Handling and transport of meat animals in relation to efficiency, meat quality and welfare: the 
handling and transport of livestock in relation to meat quality. JR Wythes, RJ Arthur and HRC 
Meischke (1982) Proceedings of the Australian Society for Animal Production 14, 116-119, 
published by Pergamon Press. 

The design and construction of facilities from the animal’s point of view. HRC Meischke and BL 
Moore (1982) Agricultural Engineering Conference Resources - efficient use and conservation. 
Institution of Engineers, 22-24.8.82, University of Armidale, National Conference Publication 82 
(8), 27-35. 

Animal welfare during transportation. HRC Meischke (1982) 52nd Australian and New Zealand 
Association for the Advancement of Science (ANZAAS) Congress, Macquarie University, 
Sydney. 

Sheep exports from Australia - cumulative husbandry. RW Gee, JH Auty and HRC Meischke 
(1982) ANITRANS’82 International Conference on the Transport of Animals by Sea, 21 – 22 
October 1982, London. Published in Livestock Production Science, pp 11. 

A taste for new wine. HRC Meischke (1983) address to the Annual General Meeting of the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Australia) 3rd March, Canberra. 

Regulatory aspects of animal welfare in the Australian pig industry. BL Moore and HRC 
Meischke, Second Australian Pig Production and Marketing Review Conference, 16-20.5.83, 
University of Tasmania (1983) 7, 5-8. 

The animal welfare debate - a role for the veterinary profession. BL Moore and HRC Meischke 
(1983) NSW Veterinary Officers Conference 31.8-1.9.83, CB Alexander Agricultural College, 
Paterson. 

Suppression of inappropriate behaviour in farm animals. BL Moore and HRC Meischke (1983) 
Roundtable, Proceedings 18th International Ethological Conference, 29.8-6.9.83, University of 
Queensland, 205. 

Animal Welfare - a force for change. HRC Meischke and BL Moore, Proceedings of the 
Australian Society for Animal Production (1984), 15, 80-83. 

Pig industry responses to the animal welfare challenge. HRC Meischke (1984) Sattelite 
Australian Society for Animal Production 15th Biennial Conference, Gunnedah 11.2.84. 

Humane handling practices in Australian abattoirs. BL Moore and HRC Meischke, Annual 
General Meeting of the Australian Veterinary Association and the Association of Veterinarians 
in Public Health, Sydney 13-18 May 1984 Sydney, published in Australian Advances in 
Veterinary Science (1984), 17. 

Animal Welfare - bushfire aftermath: Livestock handling, transport and slaughter. BL Moore 
and HRC Meischke, Australian Advances in Veterinary Science (1984), 17.  

The welfare issue: a turning point in pig husbandry? HRC Meischke and JH Auty (1984) 
Symposium at the Annual General Meeting of the Intensive Pig Producers of Australia, August 
1984. 
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Sacrifices old and new. RA Begbie and HRC Meischke (1984) for International Conference on 
Religious Perspectives on the Use of Animals in Science 25-27.7.84 London, 7pp. 

Animal experimentation and its control in Australia. JH Auty, BL Moore, V Anderson and HRC 
Meischke (1985) Proceedings of the International Council for Laboratory Animal Science 
meeting: Laboratory animals and the advancement of science. 5-9.5.85, Shoresh, Israel, pp 146-
151, abstract p 22. 

Grazing animal transport and handling - cumulative husbandry in the export of livestock. HRC 
Meischke and RG Brennan in Grazing Animal Welfare. published by the Australian Veterinary 
Association (Qld) (1985) 137-144. 

Mulesing. HRC Meischke (1987) The Shield March, 7, also in Animal Liberation the Magazine 
Jan-March, 21. 

Review of legislation in Australia with respect to the welfare of sheep and goats. RG Brennan 
and HRC Meischke (1987) Australian Veterinary Association Annual Conference, Launceston, 
Tasmania. 

Sheep flystrike and mulesing. JH Auty, HRC Meischke and C Townend (1988) Parasitology 
Today 4 (9), 253–4. 

Good handling can be learned. HRC Meischke (1988) Prime Beef Producer 2 (1), 28-31. 

The live sheep export trade - the veterinary role. HRC Meischke (1989), Presented to the NSW 
Australian Veterinary Association Meeting Yass 25.11.89 and published in the AVA News 
24.4.90 153–5. 

A balance between animal experimentation and animal welfare. HRC Meischke (1990) Paper 
given to the public workshop of the same name at the University of Canberra 6.12.90. 

Veterinary practice and the farmer. HRC Meischke (1993) Paper given to the Canberra Institute 
of Technology, Bruce Campus, 27 October 1993. 

Animal welfare has become an administrative loose end. HRC Meischke (1994) Australian 
Veterinary Association Annual Conference, 7 – 8 March 1994, Canberra. 

Commercial Duck Welfare in Australia. Roger Meischke (2011) Report for Animal Liberation 
NSW. Published in http://www.aussieducks.com.au/documents/Duck_Report.pdf 
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Legal opinions and court cases (examples) 
1985 Appeared as an expert witness in the appeal by World Cup Rodeo against RSPCA (Vic) in the 
County Court. Melbourne, case involved a conviction for aggravated cruelty for roping calves, 
the appeal was lost and the conviction stood with the resulting legal precedent effectively 
banning calf roping in Victoria. 

1987 Appeared as an expert witness in’the Man from Snowy River II’ case brought by the RSPCA (Vic) 
for equine cruelty and aggravated cruelty. Mansfield Magistrates Court, Victoria, involving the axe 
death of a pregnant mare used in the film, widely reported. 

1988 Appeared as an expert witness in RSPCA (NSW) v. Jones for aggravated cruelty in sheep. Bombala 
Magistrates Court involving the neglect of a large number of sheep which had never been shorn 
nor treated for parasites. 

1990-91 Provided expert opinions in defamation case of Terrill and Watchorn v. Australian Capital 
Television Pty Ltd, Supreme Court of the ACT 1594-1595 of 1987. Namadgi National Park culling of 
feral horses by rangers who believed they were defamed by CTC. 

1991 Appeared as expert witness in the trial of RSPCA (NSW) v. Ronneberg for cruelty and aggravated 
cruelty to sheep and goats. Dubbo Magistrates Court, extensive trial of approximately six weeks 
duration involving the starvation of large numbers of sheep and goats. Transcript R.1675 I 1 sg 
18.2.91, 1-67; R.1675 K/2 pf 19.2.91, 1-32. Magistrate Sloan’s judgment 620/92 R222 EAF-C2 of 
4.3.92, pages 2- 72.  

1991 Conducted inspections, provided expert testimony in RSPCA (NSW) v. O’Heir for agravated 
cruelty to cattle. Braidwood Court, extensive case involving six properties covering 2854.3 
hectares and examining 810 cattle leading to numerous offences 8.9.91. 

1991 Provide expert opinion in case of RSPCA (NSW) v. Harris for cruelty to horses. Berridale, 
extensive starvation and failure to provide veterinary treatment case involving some of 26 
horses 28.8.91. 

1993 Provided expert opinions and represented RSPCA (NSW) in conference to resolve the Boyd ‘Desert 
Corner’ case. Condoblin 16.7.93, aggraved cruelty involving starvation and failure to provide 
veterinary treatment, large numbers of sheep on 5000 acre property. 

1994 Provided clinical and expert testimony in RSPCA (NSW) v. Trimbole. Queanbeyan local court 
matter involving 100 pigs and 50 dogs predating on each other, aggravated cruelty failure to 
provide veterinary treatment. 

1995 Provided expert opinions on hens involved in the ACT Government v. Parkwood Eggs. 20.10.95, 9 
pp. Case heard in the ACT magistrates court No cc 22254-57 of 1996 leading to decision by 
Magistrate Ward on 18.2.97. Involved an action against an egg producer with around 250,000 
hens but resolved into the issue of trespass to relieve animal cruelty. 

1996 Provided expert opinion on kangaroo cruelty for International Fund for Animal Welfare. Outback 
Queensland video made by Canadian team of investigators lasting 7 hours eventually leading to 
prosecution 5.7.96. 

1999 Expert and material witness in RSPCA (NSW) v. Booth (Ostrich ACT). Goulburn Court matter 
involving failure to treat and aggravated cruelty to ostrich 26.6.98. Expert witness in related 
matter of a civil claim between Valentin v. HIH Casualty & General Insurance Ltd Number 771 of 
1998 was heard at the Downing St Local Court Sydney on 23.2.99. 

2005-2006 Professional Veterinary Prescribing Audits under Court Order for the NSW & Victorian 
Veterinary Surgeon’s Boards. 

2006 Expert Opinion on RSPCA(NSW) v. Gilbert for the plaintiff: cruelty to cattle case Orange April 
2006. Case withdrawn with costs against RSPCA. 
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Mentorship of graduate students 
Meat Hygiene and Veterinary Public Health. (1980) Ian Stephens, Master of Veterinary Studies 
Thesis, Faculty of Veterinary Science, University of Queensland. 

Animal Welfare and the New South Wales Egg Industry. (1982) Robert Drake, Honours Thesis, 
Department of Geography, Faculty of Arts, The Australian National University. 

The politics of technological decision-making: the establishment of ANAHL. (1983) Pam Scott, 
Master of Arts Thesis, University of Wollongong. 

Technology, welfare and intensive animal farming: case studies of the poultry and pig 
industries. (1985) JR Bowling, Doctor of Philosophy Thesis, Department of Human Sciences, 
Faculty of Arts, The Australian National University. 

Model Codes of Practice for the Welfare of Animals: a survey of the extent of dissemination, 
degree of acceptance and methods of review. (1986) G George, Project Report for New Zealand 
Ministry of Agriculture seconded veterinarian. 

The politics of science: the establishment of the Australian Animal Health Laboratory. (1986) 
Pam Scott, Doctor of Philosophy Thesis, Department of Science and Technology Studies, 
University of Wollongong. 

Losses due to bruising in the Australian poultry industry. (1988) G Griffiths, Doctor of 
Philosophy Thesis, Faculty of Veterinary Science, Murdoch University. 

Dynamic cardiomyoplasty and related techniques: a discussion of their use in human and 
veterinary therapy. (1992) Paul Beltz, Final Year Essay (mini-masters), Faculty of Veterinary 
Science, University of Sydney. 

A case of primary pulmonary infection with Mycobacterium avium-intacellulare-scrofulaceum 
complex in a previously healthy boy. (1994) MR Meischke. Microbiology Casebook, Faculty of 
Medicine, University of New South Wales. 

Odour preferences and feeding behaviour in three Australian Pteropus species (Chiroptera: 
Pteropodidae). (1994) AC Oldfield, Doctor of Philosophy Thesis, Department of Forestry, School 
of Resource and Environmental Management, The Australian National University. 

Are cats on rubbish dumps a problem? (1994) PM Wilson, Honours Thesis, Department of 
Forestry, School of Resource and Environmental Management, The Australian National 
University. 

Which comes first: the chicken or the egg? An analysis of the Animal Welfare Act 1992 (ACT) 
and the Code of Practice for domestic poultry. (1996) Anneke Myers, Honours Thesis, Faculty of 
Law, The Australian National University. 

Veterinary Officer Projects 1979–1982: Eight veterinarians from all over Australia were 
mentored in special scientific projects at their workplace, most were successful and the 
veterinarians went on to complete higher degrees. 

Secondment and exchanges of veterinary scientists: Arrangement of secondment or exchanges 
of veterinary scientists from Canada, New Zealand, Bahrain and several Australian State 
Departments of Agriculture. Arrangement of study tours of experts such as Dr Temple Grandin 
and Dr Lesley Syme, resulting in the publication of detailed reports on particular livestock 
industry practices. 

Examiner in Pharmacology for the Australian College of Veterinary Scientists, Pharmacology 
Chapter 2009 – 2012. 

Presentation Judge: Canberra Health Annual Research Meeting 23.8.2013 
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Pam Scott is Head of the Information Technology and 
Communication Unit at the University of Wollongong. Roger 
Meischke is a former Senior Principal Veterinary Officer with 
the Commonwealth Department of Primary Industry. 

Politics of the Saudi 

sheep trade: a question 
of disease 

On 24 July 1989, the first of a series of blows was delivered to the Australian 
live sheep export trade when 72,000 sheep were rejected by the Saudi 

Arabian officials at Jeddah. The reason given was that the sheep had tested 

positive for bluetongue disease. Five days later, a second shipment was 

rejected because of bluetongue at Dammam. However, a further three 

shipments were unloaded without incident, and it appeared that trade had 
returned to normal. Then, on August 10th, the consignment of 33,500 sheep 
on board the El Cordero was rejected by the authorities, again at Dammam, 
but this time on the basis of positive testing for sheep pox. On 15 August, 
the Australian Meat and Livestock Council (AMLC) called for a halt to trade 
with the Middle East. The next day it was announced by the Australian 
Government that a high level delegation led by an executive director of the 

Department of Primary Industry and Energy, Dr. Gardner Murray, would 
visit Saudi Arabia in an attempt to settle these trade problems. However, just 
as the delegation was due to arrive, a fourth shipment of around 66,000 sheep 
was rejected at Dammam, again because of sheep pox infection. Following 
what it claimed was the delegation's 'failure to get answers', the AMLC 

officially suspended the live sheep trade with the Middle East. But this did 
not stop the rejection of two more shipments which had set sail before the 

suspension was announced. 
The significance of these six rejections in terms of immediate economic 

losses, future trading uncertainty and international reputation meant that a 

prompt response was essential to contain the damage. The past success of 
Australia's meat and livestock export trade can be largely attributed to its 
freedom from many serious animal diseases, especially foot-and-mouth 
disease, bluetongue and sheep pox. But the unexpectedness of the Saudi 
actions caught Australian government officials and industry representatives 
off-guard and in just a few weeks, Australia's live sheep trade with Saudi 
Arabia was in tatters and its disease-free reputation was being questioned. 

What followed was a series of claims, counter claims, defences and 
accusations, often contradictory, but always challenging the Saudi claims of 
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the presence of disease. This paper will trace the controversy over the disease 
claims as it was carried out in the media. 

The question of disease 
In 1989, Australia exported more than 7 million live sheep to the Middle East, 
worth around $230m. This trade involved about 130 ship voyages each year 
of which about half depart from Fremantle in Western Australia and the rest 
from Portland and Adelaide. The ships are mostly converted oil tankers 
whose capacities range from 12,000 to 125,000 head. The voyage can take 
from 11 to 30 days, but usually is in the range 13 to 18 days.1 

There are four main shipping companies involved in the trade - the Saudi 
owned Saudi Livestock Transport and Trading Company, the Australian 
Saudi Arabian Livestock Company and Almukairish Australia, Kuwait 
Livestock Transport and Trading Company, and Fares Rural Meat and 
Livestock Company. Elders IXL supplies more than half the sheep.2 

Saudi Arabia is the largest single destination for Australia's live sheep. 
The other important markets in the Middle East are Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Qatar and sometimes Libya. Australian sheep fit at the low 
cost end of the market. Live sheep are preferred over frozen meat for reasons 
of custom, religion and price. Trade and prices increase at times of religious 
significance such as Ramadan and the Hajj.3 

Throughout the whole affair, it was assumed, (and claimed), by most of 
the Australians involved that there was no disease present in any of the 

shipments. This belief was based on the general acceptance that Australia 
is free from these exotic animal diseases. Yet the Saudi claim that the sheep 
received were diseased, and Australia's claim that these diseases are not 

present in Australia are not incompatible. The Saudi officials never ques 
tioned Australia's disease status, only the product that landed in their ports. 

In other words, the claim that the sheep could not be diseased because 
these diseases are not found in Australia is no defence at all. It has been 
known and documented that animals may contract these diseases from 
contaminated ships or from ports along the way.4 According to Meischke, 
'This applies especially to diseases which are transmitted or caused by 
insects and to ships with cargoes which discharge at a number of ports, taking 
up to two weeks to unload' .5 He goes on to point out that there have been many 
reports of exported Australian livestock catching diseases exotic to Aus 

tralia, and cites the 1985 Rinderpest outbreak in Bahrain, and the introduction 
of screw-worm fly into Bahrain via Australian sheep, presumably after being 
infected at the port of Muscat in Oman. A study of the occurrence of screw 
worm fly on livestock vessels concluded that 'there are numerous places 
where screw-worm can successfully pupariate and prove difficult to dislodge 
when the ship is disinfected'.6 Furthermore, in his report to the Ministerial 
Committee on the Australian Animal Health Laboratory, Professor Frank 
Fenner stated that 'sheep exported from Australia to countries in the Middle 
East are very susceptible [to sheep pox] and may suffer heavy losses'.7 
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These possibilities were never seriously addressed in Australia during this 

series of incidents. Instead, there was 'plenty of speculation about the real 
reason'. Farmers claimed the disease reports were 'ridiculous' and 'baf 

fling'. The AMLC reported that the industry was 'bewildered' by the 

rejections. The Federal Government was reported to be 'mystified by the 
motives'.8 Certainly no one seemed to seriously consider the possibility that 
there was a disease problem with the sheep. 

Looking for reasons 
Speculation about the 'real' reasons took three forms: speculation about 
Saudi political motives, about their economic motives, and about their 

competence, integrity and rationality. It was reported that a number of 
farmers privately held views that the Saudis were 'simply unbusinesslike' 
and 'unpredictably petulant'.9 The opposition spokesman on primary indus 

try, Bruce Lloyd, was reported as saying that the 'Saudis were acting 
illogically'.10 The acting senior assistant director of the Australian Quaran 
tine and Inspection Service (AQIS) and member of the delegation sent to 
Saudi Arabia, Bob Biddle, was quoted as saying that AQIS 'had no idea what 
the Saudis were doing with the allegedly affected sheep. It may well be that 

they are not doing tests; we don't know.' This report also referred to the 
' 
sheep supposedly taken away for examination by Saudi Arabian veterinarian 

and technical staff 11 
[emphasis added]. Others dispensed with innuendo, 

declaring openly that 'in Australia there was certainty that the Saudis have 

simply lied about the disease threat'.12 Speculating on the alleged refusal to 
allow an Australian veterinarian to inspect the sheep, the Canberra Times 
concluded that it was 'presumably because the Saudis did not want a contrary 
expert opinion'. And, not to put too fine a point on it, Dr. Bruce Standen of 
the AMLC claimed that 'comments in the Gulf media were deliberately 
intended to escalate the problem and were based on unscientific, medically 
unsound, ill-researched speculation'.13 

The economic explanations put forward in the Australian press claimed 
that it was a move calculated to disrupt trade and hence lower Australian 

sheep prices, or else to protect the small developing domestic industry.14 A 

spokesman for Primary Industries and Energy Minister, John Kerin, was 

reported as saying that 'Saudi Arabia's Minister for Agriculture has a 

"protectionist" view towards live imports and developing the country's own 

sheep industry'.15 Industry sources, named and unnamed, repeated similar 
assertions in the media.16 And headlines announced 'Saudis' health concerns 
about Australian sheep are all economic: bluetongue or hip pocket pox?'17 

A number of political explanations were also put forward. Michael 

Prendergast, executive director of the Sheepmeat Council of Australia, said 
he could 'only guess at what the political motivation might have been', and 
then went on to guess that 'there was a political element in Saudi Arabia keen 
to reduce imports of live sheep and they were trying to flex their muscle'.18 
Other theories claimed the rejections were the result of a political feud 
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between the Departments of Agriculture and Commerce in Saudi Arabia, the 
result of a royal edict from King Fahd, a political struggle within the royal 
family , a domestic feud involving exporters since only one exporter was 

affected, and Saudi displeasure with Prime Minister Hawke over his sympa 
thy for Israel.19 

Claims and counter-claims 
It was not until the end of August, nearly six weeks after the first rejection, 
that the matter of the age of the sheep was raised in the media. As one analyst 
reported: To put it bluntly, the Australian farming community is being 

misled over the Middle East live sheep export crisis'.20 And reports in the 
Saudi press that 'Australia had been off-loading diseased and sub-standard 

sheep' were now being echoed in Australia.21 An executive officer of the 
RSPCA claimed that the 'sheep sent to Saudi Arabia could not be got rid of 
elsewhere' and that the Saudis would no longer accept what was known as 

'black, ugly meat from Australia'.22 
Considerable evidence emerged to support the claim that the Saudis were 

unhappy with the quality of the sheep they were receiving, and that they had 
made many unsuccessful attempts over the years to be supplied with sheep 
less than three years old. This dissatisfaction was well known in the industry, 
and in fact, it was in 1981 that Saudi Arabia first decreed that sheep no older 
than two years should be imported. In 1987, the Saudis tried to enforce this 

age restriction by Royal decree, and in 1988 they sought an 'age profile' for 
each sheep and certificate of approval before unloading. As one farm 
consultant said: 'They have tried and tried to get the message through [that 
they were unhappy about the quality of the sheep being sent from Australia] 
and we haven't taken any notice'.23 Yet, in the face of this, some elements 
of the industry continued to maintain that 'there was no evidence that age of 
Australian wethers was a problem'.24 

Despite all the speculation, the Saudis remained firm in their allegations 
of disease. A press release issued by the Saudi Arabian Embassy in Canberra 
listed the symptoms observed and stated that standard veterinarian tests and 

autopsies had confirmed the presence of disease.25 It also revealed that the 
veterinarian employed by the Saudi Livestock Company was present when 
the sheep from the third rejected shipment were examined and found to have 

sheep pox. Interestingly, this press release was not widely reported, and then 

only in passing and more than a week after its release. 
The first three shipments to be rejected by the Saudis were later accepted 

by Kuwait, Oman and Bahrain. These discrepancies in diagnosis were used 
to great effect in Australia, fueling speculation that the disease claims were 

politically inspired. However, the fourth rejected consignment, which was 
then sent to the United Arab emirate of Abu Dhabi, was rejected as unfit for 
human consumption. After a week in Adu Dhabi, the consignment was 
reloaded onto the El Cordero and went searching for a market. It was 

reported that Jordan and Egypt refused the cargo even as a gift. Moreover, 



POLITICS OF THE SAUDI SHEEP TRADE 235 

Egypt was reluctant to allow the ship through the Suez canal, concerned that 
the sheep would be dumped overboard.26 The Egyptian authorities wanted 

Egyptian veterinarians on board to supervise, and they wanted guarantees 
that a destination had been found. This episode, along with the concern of 

Qatar about a positive brucella melitensis (Malta fever) diagnosis in a 

consignment, led to an agreement between all seven emirates in the UAE to 

reject future shipments if found diseased by any other Gulf Cooperation 
Council state. 

When the delegation sent to Saudi Arabia failed to get access to the results 
of the tests performed by the Saudis, independent verification was called for 

by Australian officials. Reports in the Australian press on the results of 

testing differ. For example, some reports claimed that an Australian 
veterinarian in Saudi Arabia, David Scharp (sometimes spelled Sharp), had 

inspected sheep from the first two rejected consignments and maintained 
there was no disease present. Other reports claimed he was refused access. 
Some later reports maintained that all six shipments were tested by independ 
ent scientists and deemed free of disease.27 

The Saudis responded by charging Australia with 'trying to conceal, with 
different methods, the characteristic symptoms of sheep diseases to convince 
the health services in other Gulf states that the sheep are healthy'. In 

particular, it was claimed that the Australians had disposed of the diseased 

sheep on the way to Kuwait after they had been rejected by Saudi Arabia, 
arriving with 21,000 less sheep in the consignment.28 

Not everyone in Australia rejected the Saudi allegations. In contrast to 
some sections of the Australian rural press with their reports of' shonky Saudi 

allegations', 'spurious claims from the Saudis' and 'dubious veterinary 
reports'29 the Canberra Times editorial found 'no evidence to suggest that 
Saudi vets are any less competent than their Australian counterparts.'30 A 
former principal veterinarian with the Commonwealth Department of Pri 

mary Industry, made the front page of the Canberra Times with his claims 
that in the past sheep have caught exotic diseases going overseas, and that 
Saudi veterinary standards are high. This view was supported by John Auty, 
former assistant director of the Bureau of Animal Health. Auty admitted that 
diseased sheep could get on board, and maintained that 'the Saudi veterinary 
service is of good quality and should be trusted.'31 Subsequently, an 

anonymous commentator was reported as saying: 'Once you establish a trust 
with them [the Saudis] they are very good business partners. This is why the 
Saudi action in turning away our live sheep is so worrying, because it 
indicates there are real problems to overcome.'32 Only after the resumption 
of trade did the rural press report that Dick Austen, Chairman of the AMLC, 
'had unearthed genuine concern about the disease' when he was in Saudi 

Arabia negotiating new trading conditions.33 And when pushed, even the 
Minister, John Kerin, admitted that he 'couldn't say unequivocally that the 

sheep were not diseased' and he 'didn't reject the claims totally'. What he 
wanted was to see proof of disease.34 
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Diplomacy: Australian-style and Saudi-style 
The situation was probably best summed up by a Saudi livestock importer, 
Hmoud Al-Khalaf, who 'blamed Australia's intransigence about disease for 

sparking the dispute and a failure of diplomacy by government officials for 
not ending the row sooner.'35 In the process of trying to rescue Australia's 
international reputation, those involved managed to offend the Saudis by 
questioning their integrity and honesty, their scientific expertise and compe 
tence, and their motives. 

The Australian press was full of claims about Saudi 'plots' and 'ploys', 
'totally fallacious' claims, and being 'pilloried by spurious claims from the 
Saudis.'36 Everyone, from the Prime Minister down, denied the disease 
claims.37 In their weaker form, these denials maintained that there was no 
evidence to support the disease claim. Of course, this does not necessarily 
mean that none existed, only that the Saudis did not provide it. The stronger 
form of denial rejected the claim of disease outright.38 And to add insult to 

injury, the Australian authorities requested independent laboratory testing. 
No doubt the final straw was what the press referred to as a 'strongly worded 
letter' from the Minister for Trade Relations, Michael Duffy, to the Saudi 

Government, 'accusing them of breaching an international quarantine agree 
ment and not supplying Australia with proof of disease which it was entitled 
to have under International Code.'39 

As the Canberra Times stated, it was 'treading on dangerous ground to 

suggest that Saudi vets have made some sort of terrible mistake, and that if 
Australian vets, or vets nominated by Australia, had been present, the test 
results would have been different'. This was echoed by the Sydney Morning 

Herald's Middle East correspondent: 'Neither the Saudis nor the Abu 
Dhabians are likely to take kindly to suggestions that their testing procedures 
are not up to the highest international standards. Australian complaints about 
these procedures are probably counter-productive.'40 

At no stage did the Saudis waiver in their allegations. They merely refused 
to discuss the matter. The Minister for Agriculture and Water, Dr. Abul Al 

Shaikh, went on an extended post-Hajj holiday. Saudi officials then told 
Australian officials that they 'did not feel empowered to resolve the dispute 
while their minister was out of the country'. Weeks later Australian officials 
were still 'mystified' about when the Saudi minister would return. 'Guesses 

ranged from the middle of next week till the end of the month.'41 

Finally, at the end of October 1989, the Minister returned and sent a letter 
to Kerin, but in Arabic. The press reported that 'translators were working 
feverishly to determine what the letter contains and how it will affect 
Australia's next move.' Unfortunately for Australia, the letter offered 'no 

hope of an early resolution to the dispute.'42 Trade did not resume until late 

January, and then only after the AMLC and others in the livestock industry 
43 had produced a new set of stringent industry guidelines covering the age 
and condition of sheep, as well as shipping conditions. 'The Saudi Minister 
for Agriculture and Water indicated he was pleased with the new arrange 
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merits.'44 The Australian press reported that the AMLC saw Al-Shaikh's 

reply as 'one of the most significant developments' in what it called 'the live 

sheep imbroglio ... simply because Saudi has taken the trouble to reply.'45 
A Minister disappearing for six weeks during a crisis, refusing to commu 

nicate, and then communicating only in Arabic, is farcical enough. But some 
further incidents had a distinct Monty Pythonesque flavour about them. 
Headlines in Australia read: 'VFF trio grabbed by Arabs' and 'Arabs hold 
four for photographing sheep.'46 It seems that whilst on a fact-finding tour, 
three industry representatives from the Victorian Farmers' Federation (the 
executive director, Kevin Shiell, and two sheep owners, Sandy Troup and 
Bill Whitehead) along with a journalist from the rural newspaper Stock and 

Land, were detained by police in the United Arab Emirates for seven hours 
for photographing a sheep container. In another incident, a major UAE 

newspaper warned its readers to boycott Australian mutton, suggesting that 
'Australian sheep posed serious health threats, particularly to pregnant 

women and camels.'47 Finally, there were the 5,000 missing sheep. Saudi 
authorities claimed they had died of brucella melitensis and their carcasses 
burnt. The Stock and Land reported that 'sources ... agreed that they were 

sold, mainly through the Dubai live market.' John Kerin was quoted as 

saying:' we think ... they've been eaten!'48 

Just when it was thought to be safe... 
Following the cautious resumption of trade in January 1990, half a million 

sheep were exported before the next blow was struck. On April 8th 1990, the 
Arwa, carrying 18,000 sheep, was rejected by Saudi Arabia. Four days later 
the Uniceb, carrying 30,000 sheep, was also rejected. The next two ship 

ments were accepted without incident, but then the Tabuk, carrying 68,000 
sheep was rejected. In each case 'scabby mouth' was given as the reason for 

rejection. Scabby mouth is regarded as a nuisance or minor complaint and 
is endemic around the world. Even Australia admits to having the problem. 

However, Saudi officials were apparently concerned about it and had 

rejected sheep from other countries for the same reason. The rejections 
surprised the Australians, even though the AMLC described it as just a 'slight 
blip in the system.'49 However, the final blow came in early May when 
56,000 sheep on board the Corridale Express were rejected because they 
were said to be too old. 

It was widely acknowledged that the 1989 crisis had been poorly handled 
and that some media reports had been 'regarded as insulting to the Saudis.' 

When the second series of rejections occurred, the AMLC 'sought to muzzle 
debate in the media' in order to minimise the damage to trade.50 Reports and 
comments which did appear in the media reflected a new understanding of 
the situation. Gone were the claims of Saudi lies and political intrigue. In 
their place was a recognition that 'the days of easy access for Australian live 

sheep to Saudi Arabia are over' and that Australia must 'communicate better 
and lift [its] game in terms of quality and disease control.'51 
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Commentators who had earlier strongly denied any likelihood of disease, 
now admitted that 'the disease factor is more real than imagined in Aus 
tralia.'52 John Kerin acknowledged that 'the bottom line was that these 
countries did not want sheep with diseases.' The Land, which had been most 
vehement in its attack on the Saudis, now called for a Royal Commission into 
the 'farce in the hope some valuable lessons will be learned.'53 

If Australia is to retain and expand its overseas markets it cannot afford to 
take old trading arrangements for granted, nor can it afford serious failures 
in communication. This is especially the case where disease is a factor. 

Healthy information and lines of communication are just as important as 

healthy sheep. The rejections by Saudi Arabis cost Australia dearly. An 

independent and public inquiry into Australia's handling of the dispute may 
find a better way through the next rejection crisis. 

Note: The authors would like to thank Brian Martin, David Coombes, 
Steve Harris and an anonymous referee for their comments on an earlier draft. 

Pam Scott's earlier research has included an analysis of the establishment of 
the Australian Animal Health Laboratory at Geelong and the controversy 
over the importation of live exotic animal disease viruses into Australia. 

Roger Meischke's early investigations into the live sheep trade were 

reported in The Sea Transport of Sheep, which was tabled in both Houses of 
the National Parliament in 1981. 
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