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Modernising the agricultural levies legislation
3.1 Draft regulations and rules overview
This fact sheet provides an overview of the draft agricultural levies regulations and rules:
Primary Industries (Excise) Levies Regulations (Excise Regulations)
Primary Industries (Customs) Charges Regulations (Customs Regulations)
Primary Industries Levies and Charges Collection Rules (Collection Rules)
Primary Industries Levies and Charges Disbursement Rules (Disbursement Rules).
These regulations and rules are part of a draft legislative framework and are provided for consultation and feedback. They can be accessed via the Have Your Say website. The biosecurity protection levy is not established by this draft framework.
Agricultural levies
Levies are imposed on commodities produced by primary industries at the request of that industry. Levy funds support investment in research and development, marketing, biosecurity activities and responses, and the National Residue Survey. Levies are disbursed to:
Statutory research and development corporations (RDCs) and industry-owned RDCs
Animal Health Australia (AHA)
Plant Health Australia (PHA)
the National Residue Survey (NRS) (within the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry).
References in this fact sheet to ‘levy’, ‘levies’ and ‘levy payer’ also apply to charges and charge payers.
Draft regulations and rules
These draft regulations and rules include all agricultural levies that are being re‑established under the draft legislative framework:
To find the rate, levy payer and imposition point for a specific levy, refer to the relevant schedule of the draft Excise or Customs regulations. For example, levies on animal products are in Schedule 1 – Animals and animal products.
To find the collection arrangements for a specific levy, refer to the relevant schedule of the draft Collection Rules. For example, levies on plant products are in Schedule 2 – Plants and plant products.
To find which levies will be disbursed to each RDC, AHA, PHA or the NRS, refer to the draft Disbursement Rules.
Commodity fact sheets
We have also prepared fact sheets for each commodity. These fact sheets step you through how each levy or charge is set out in the draft regulations and rules. They can be accessed via the Have Your Say website.
Some levies may look different to the current legislation (e.g. different terminology or structure). This does not vary the operation of the levies, what they fund and which body levy funds are disbursed to.
Excise and Customs Regulations
The draft Excise Regulations set out the imposition settings for excise levies. The draft Customs Regulations set out the imposition settings for customs charges.
These regulations include:
what goods or products the levy is imposed on
what is exempt from the levy
the amount of levy to be paid, and for what purpose
the person who is liable to pay the levy.
Collection Rules
The draft Collection Rules set up the framework for the collection of levies. For each levy, they set out:
when amounts are due and payable
who amounts are payable to (usually the Commonwealth but sometimes another body on behalf of the Commonwealth)
requirements for giving returns and keeping records.
Disbursement Rules
The draft Disbursement Rules set out:
levy and charge components disbursed to RDCs, AHA and PHA and credited to the NRS Special Account
spending requirements specific to individual RDCs
goods relevant to the calculation of each RDC’s gross value of production (GVP) amount.
New terminology
The draft legislative framework uses some different terms from the current legislation. For example:
The person who must pay the levy is called the ‘levy payer’ or the ‘charge payer’.
The person who collects the levy from a levy payer is called a ‘collection agent’.
Animal Health Australia (AHA) and Plant Health Australia (PHA) levies are called ‘biosecurity activity components’.
Emergency Animal Disease Response Agreement (EADRA) and Emergency Plant Pest Response (EPPR) levies are called ‘biosecurity response components’.
This standardisation increases clarity, consistency and flexibility across the draft framework.
Simplified rules for collection of levies
The draft Collection Rules contain clearer rules in relation to collection of levies. For example:
Payment due dates are more consistent across all levies. Typically, the rules set out that levies are due at the end of the relevant month, rather than part-way through that month.
Levy payers and collection agents no longer have to pay levies at the same time as a return is submitted. If you submit a return early, you will still have until the payment due date to make your payment.
The rules include a standard process for applying for an exemption to the usual return period (e.g. to submit returns annually instead of quarterly).
The record keeping obligations in the draft legislation are simpler and more flexible. They no longer prescribe specific documents which must be kept. Instead, they focus on the required outcome. For example, a levy payer may be required to keep records enabling them to substantiate the amount of levy payable and paid in relation to the sale of a levied product. The levy payer could use any documents containing the necessary details.
The rules include a new obligation requiring a person claiming an exemption from paying levy to make and keep records showing how the exemption applied to them. As above, the person could use any documents containing the details showing how the exemption applies to them.
More information
Learn more about modernising agricultural levies legislation
Email leviestaskforce@aff.gov.au
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