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Consultation on Species Listing Eligibility and Conservation Actions

Arnhem phasmid gecko
Strophurus horneri

You are invited to provide your feedback on a draft listing assessment and conservation advice for this species with regards to:
1)	its eligibility for inclusion on the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) threatened species list; and 
2)		protection and recovery action.
Responses are welcomed from any interested person. 
the conservation status of the species and inform conservation action. The conservation status proposed in the draft listing assessment is tentative and may change in response to information received through consultations. 
Anyone may nominate a native species, ecological community or key threatening process for listing under the EPBC Act or to transfer a species/ecological community already on the list to a new listing category. 

The Threatened Species Scientific Committee assesses nominations to determine eligibility for inclusion in the EPBC Act lists and makes recommendations to the Australian Government Minister for the Environment and Water.

Please provide your response in writing by emailing: species.consultation@dcceew.gov.au. Please include Strophurus horneri in Subject field.

or post your comments to: 

The Director
Terrestrial Threatened Species
Biodiversity Division
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
(Attention: species.consultation@dcceew.gov.au)
GPO Box 3090
Canberra ACT 2601

Responses are required to be submitted by 8 July 2025


Listing threatened species and ecological communities
When threatened species and ecological communities are listed under the EPBC Act, they become Matters of National Environmental Significance (MNES) and are protected under national environment law. More information about listed threatened species and ecological communities is available at: www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened

Public nominations to list threatened species, ecological communities and key threatening processes under the EPBC Act are called for annually. The Threatened Species Scientific Committee assesses nominations that are received to determine if they may be eligible for listing. The criteria that apply to listing threatened species are available at: 
Guidelines for assessing the conservation status of native species according to the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2000 (dcceew.gov.au).

As part of the assessment of a species and ecological community for possible listing, draft listing assessments are made available for public comment. Information received through the public comment period is considered by the Threatened Species Scientific Committee in finalising their advice to the Minister for the Environment on whether the species or ecological community should be listed under the EPBC Act. 
The Minister makes the decision whether to agree to the listing. In making the decision, the Minister mast take into account the advice of the Threatened Species Scientific Committee, public comments, advice from relevant state and territory governments and any other relevant information. More information about the listing process is at: Nominating a species, ecological community or key threatening process under the EPBC Act - DCCEEW.
Threatened species and ecological communities that are listed under the EPBC Act are required to have conservation advice in place to guide their protection and recovery. Draft Conservation Advice is provided with the draft listing assessment for public comment. 
Privacy 
The Department will collect, use, store and disclose the personal information you provide in a manner consistent with the Department’s obligations under the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) and the Department’s Privacy Policy. Personal information means information or an opinion about an identified individual, or an individual who is reasonably identifiable.
Any personal information you provide through the public consultation period may be used by the Department for the purposes of its functions relating to threatened species and ecological communities assessments, including contacting you if we have any questions about your comments.
The Commonwealth, state and territory governments have agreed to share threatened species assessment documentation (including public comments) to ensure that all governments have access to the same documentation when making a decision on the status of a potentially threatened species or ecological community. As a result, any personal information that you have provided in connection with your comments may be shared between Commonwealth, state and territory governments to assist with listing assessments. 
The Department’s Privacy Policy contains details about how you may access and make corrections to your personal information, how respondents you may make a complaint about a breach of an Australian Privacy Principle, and how the Department will deal with that complaint. The Privacy Policy is available at: https://www.dcceew.gov.au/about/commitment/privacy or email the department at privacy@dcceew.gov.au. 
Information you submit through the consultation period may be subject to freedom of information legislation.
Providing your response
Please provide your comments on the draft listing assessment and conservation advice for this species by email at species.consultation@dcceew.gov.au or post to
The Director
Terrestrial Threatened Species
Biodiversity Division
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
(Attention: species.consultation@dcceew.gov.au)
GPO Box 3090
Canberra ACT 2601

All responses will be provided in full to the Threatened Species Scientific Committee and the Australian Government Minister for the Environment.
Please include references to published data with your comments where possible. If the information you provide is referenced in the final listing assessment and conservation advice for the species, the information will be attributed to you as ‘personal communication’ unless the information relates to published references or is otherwise attributable (please specify if information should be attributed to an organisation rather than you). 

Consultation questions
Do you agree with the taxonomy as outlined in the Conservation Advice?
Does the description section enable you to confidently identify this species in situ?
Does the distribution section reflect your knowledge of this species’ range?
Has local knowledge and survey effort been adequately considered in the modelled distribution map?
Has the cultural and community significance of this species and its habitat been adequately outlined?
Does the ecology and biology section provide enough information to determine the impact of threats and to prioritise conservation management actions?
Have all relevant threats been listed? 
Have past, current and future impacts of all threats been clearly and adequately considered?
Do you agree with the primary conservation objective?
Have the priority conservation and management actions been identified and adequately outlined to guide action? 
Do you have additional data or information that is relevant to this assessment and can be shared?
Do you agree the Arnhem phasmid gecko is eligible for listing as Endangered under Criterion B2?
Do you agree with how the extent of occurrence (EOO) and area of occupancy (AOO) have been estimated in relation to uncertainty about unsurveyed areas? If not, can you propose an alternative method, or values for lower and upper bounds?
Do you have any comments or suggestions in relation to assessing severe fragmentation or the number of locations? Ensure your response refers to relevant text for assessing these subcriteria in the IUCN guidelines.
Do you agree the Arnhem phasmid gecko is experiencing a continuing decline in habitat area, extent and quality due to too-frequent fire.
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