Devotional - Coveting

Opening

+ Having a nice home that is well cared for is good, but let’s see what upsets God about
houses.
e Read, or someone read the Teaching verse. FYI: The memory verse is further down

Exodus 20:7 ) )
_ You shall not covet your neighbor’s house or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.
Devotional

Big picture ) ) .
: God’s I0th Commandment means not coveting other people’s stuff, including

their house.

¢ Q: Have you ever wanted something that someone else had that you did not have?
o give an example

* Q: Have you ever heard about peoples’ homes getting robbed by burglars stealing
things?

o Stealingis very bad as we all know. But many people don't realize that coveting stuff
that others have is kind of like stealing from someone in your mind. It's using your
imagination in a bad way.

+ Coveting means you are envious of what someone else has. You see it and want it. It
also means you are not satisfied with what God has given you. A covetous person is an
ungrateful person.

* Most robbers started out coveting other people’s stuff. They want stuff, but they cannot
get it. They think, “if | only had what they have, then | would be happy!” Their coveting
builds and builds inside them like a bad dream that won’t go away. Until they have to
have whatever it is they are coveting, and so they try to steal it.

e Thatis why God gets so upset about coveting, because it ALWAYS leads to bad things.

¢ Covetingis a sin, but we think we can hide it by keeping it in our mind. People think, its
ok, because it doesn’t hurt anybody. It's just thinking badly. But that is so wrong!

« Because, God knows once you start coveting what other people have (like their house or
other stuff), then eventually something bad is going to happen (inside of you or outside).
Because coveting rots you from the inside out. It literally eats you up inside, until you
must act on it.

e But you can stop coveting. Coveting doesn’t have to own you. Gratefulness is the
antidote for coveting. When you are thankful to God for what He has given you, your
house, your car, your family, your belongings, then you can prevent yourself from ever
coveting what someone else has.

* You should never use the excuse for not keeping your home looking nice, that someone
else may covet your house and steal from you. There is no commandment against
keeping your house maintained. However, there are Bible verse about being lazy, about
not keeping your stuff in good shape by not doing a good job.

e Jesus died for our sins, including the sin of coveting. But we need to be grateful and
repent of sins.
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Elective 8: Home Maintenance

Memory Verse #I

Ask if anybody knows it yet and can say it? Read
it together 2X Consider having a memory verse
pamphlet for kids take home.

Jesus answered, “lI am the

John 14:6 way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.”

Topical Questions

I. How is coveting related to loving :
your neighbor? i
You can’t love your neighbor and
covet their stuff.

2. How is wanting and coveting
different?
Merely desiring stuff is not coveting.
Coveting Is a heart issue, driven by
envy or obsession (wanting all the
time). Where your treasure is, there
your heart is.

Closing Prayer

Father God, we are so grateful to You for all that
You have given us. We live indoors, not out in the
cold. We have clean water and plenty of food. We
lack for nothing. We are truly blessed! Yet, we
sometimes stumble and want what we don’t
have. Help us to be grateful. Help us to give to
others. Remind us of Your kindness, goodness
and mercy. We love you Lord and ask these
prayer requests in Jesus Christ's name. Amen!
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