
How we Go Big on Climate:
NextGen Policy in Action

april 6th, 2022 — climate 100 launches
With the goal of creating support for major new 
climate investments and climate-aligned budgeting 
across the budget, climate100.nextgenpolicy.org has 
garnered 12K views with 26K engagements. Over 
the course of four months, we’ve populated the site 
with 21 resources including reports, polls, letters, 
memos, and blogs. We’ve partnered with climate 
organizations to build a coalition to deliver content 
that continues to address why the California Climate 
Commitment is so key to fighting climate change in 
California. 

june 8th, 2022 — action on climate and 
the environment rank as #1issue motivating 
california voters 
We partnered with Change Research to survey likely 
general election voters in California to find out that 
their top concern is climate.  

We used these polls to push legislators to take 
aggressive action to address climate change.

may 9th, 2022 — more than a headline 
broadcast tv, digital, & radio ads air
Our digital ads garnered over 81M impressions with 
directed messaging to: Sen. Atkins, Sen. Gonzalez, 
Sen. Laird, Sen. Limon, Sen. McGuire, Sen. Skinner, 
Sen. Wieckowski, Asm. Bloom, Asm. Friedman,  
Asm. Gomez-Reyes, Asm. E. Garcia, Asm. Ting, and 
Asm. Rendon.

We teed up digital newsletter ads the first and 
second weeks of June in Rough & Tumble, Capitol 
Weekly, Round Up, Capital Morning Report, Politico, 
SacBee, CalMatters, and PR Newswire. They’ve 
garnered over 1M views in the month of June alone. 

http://climate100.nextgenpolicy.org/?utm_campaign=20220616_climate_100&utm_source=one_pgr&utm_medium=share&utm_term=20220825_climate
https://climate100.nextgenpolicy.org/change-research-poll/?utm_campaign=20220616_climate_100&utm_source=one_pgr&utm_medium=share&utm_term=20220825_researchpoll
https://www.nextgenpolicy.org/more-than-a-headline-vid/?utm_campaign=20220616_climate_100&utm_source=one_pgr&utm_medium=share&utm_term=20220825_mtahyoutube1


aug 9th, 2022 — arnold sowell & dave 
weiskopf interviewed on conan nolan show
With 46K viewers, the Conan Nolan show spread 
the word that later is too late and to head to 
GoBigOnClimate.com to tell your legislators that it’s 
time to go big on climate.

This was our top tweet in August with more than 
12K impressions and 140 engagements including the 
legislature. Asm. Rivas, Asm. Friedman, Asm. Holden, 
and Sen. Pan liked our tweet. Asm. Sen. Limon and 
Sen. Pan retweeted us. 

aug 1st, 2022 — 
letter: seal the deal 
on the california 
climate commitment
Sign on letter directed  
to Gov. Newsom,  
Pro Tem Atkins, and 
Speaker Rendon urges 
our leaders to keep up 
momentum on the $54B 
climate budget package 
and includes sign-on from 
23 Environmental Orgs. 

aug 5th, 2022 — environmental justice 
& environmental priorities for climate 
legislation package 
This letter in response to the Governor’s proposal to 
the legislature to go even bigger on climate this year 
shows unprecedented unity among environmental 
and environmental justice organizations in support of 
major new climate policies in the final month of the 
legislative session. 
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d. Advancing zero emission vehicle standards to curb tailpipe emissions; 
e. Identifying and sealing methane leaks from oil and gas infrastructure, prioritizing 

those in and near already overburdened communities; 
f. Investing in community-scale and community-owned energy infrastructure, 

including community solar and storage, to strengthen grid reliability and provide 
economic savings to low-income families; 

g. Ensuring low-income families are safe in their homes and do not bear the burden 
of the transition to clean energy and emissions reductions. 

7. We support codifying a 3200’ setback between oil and gas wells and sensitive receptors, 
including a process to shut down existing wells within the setback zone. 
 

8. We support the acceleration of clean electricity targets and establishing interim targets to 
ensure California is on track to meet its power sector decarbonization goals. However, 
our full coalition can only collectively support accelerating clean energy targets if truly 
clean energy is eligible to meet these targets and that any electricity generation 
technologies and feedstocks that create local and regional pollution are excluded from 
definitions of clean, zero carbon, and/or renewable energy. Relying on truly clean, 
renewable, and non-polluting electricity, including using clean distributed energy 
resources, is essential because decarbonizing the entire economy means electrifying as 
much as possible, as quickly as possible. Broadly, this acceleration framework should 
achieve at least: 

a. 90% renewable and zero-carbon electricity by 2035; 
b. 95% renewable and zero-carbon electricity by 2040; and, 
c. 100% renewable and zero-carbon electricity by 2045. 

We are excited to partner with you all to double down on California’s status as a global leader in 
the fight against climate change. Our organizations represent a significant number of 
Californians and working together, we can achieve significant policy goals commensurate with 
the rapidly worsening crisis. We urge you to continue and strengthen our partnership in 
advancing these priorities. Our organizations, stakeholders, and communities have been 
engaged on these issues for years to ensure climate policy is effective, equitable, and impactful. 

We look forward to meaningful and ongoing partnership with each of you and your teams as we 
together move California toward a more equitable and more climate-safe future. 

Let’s do this. Let’s go far. By going together. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

Brandon Dawson     Katelyn Roedner Sutter 
Director      Senior Manager, US Climate 
Sierra Club California   Environmental Defense Fund 
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a. A full and permanent ban on the use of captured or removed carbon dioxide for 
enhanced oil recovery; 

b. Elimination of carbon capture as strategy to reduce emissions at California’s 
refineries as it would prolong adverse health impacts of refinery pollution, and 
introduces other hazardous conditions;  

c. Ensuring that, at a minimum, the installation of carbon capture technology does 
not increase local air pollution and that each project seeks to improve air quality 
in the surrounding community; 

d. Ongoing monitoring to ensure no water or air contamination near carbon dioxide 
transportation routes and storage sites, and that measures are taken to prevent 
air and other pollution caused by the construction and re-use of injection wells 
and transportation of carbon dioxide to storage sites; 

e. Robust assessment of potential seismic impacts around storage sites as well as 
ongoing monitoring for seismic activity and any gas leaks that may result; 

f. Demonstration that all carbon dioxide storage sites must be capable of 1000 
years of storage and ensuring that project developers provide for 100 years of 
monitoring and financial responsibility; 

g. Ensuring free, prior, and informed consent from communities around the 
installation of carbon capture technology and those around carbon dioxide 
storage sites; 

h. Preventing long-term liability and costs from falling to taxpayers and communities 
by ensuring that project proponents pay into a forward bond to ensure that 
incidents are paid for by the project proponents. 
 

5. Engineered carbon dioxide removal (CDR) of past, excess climate pollution from the 
atmosphere is a separate and distinct climate strategy from carbon capture. However, 
the same guardrails listed above for carbon capture should apply to sites where carbon 
removal technology is installed, the transportation of removed carbon dioxide, and the 
carbon dioxide storage sites.  
 

6. We support an ambitious transition away from dependence on fossil fuels, coupled with 
meaningful engagement with and support for communities historically most impacted by 
or economically dependent on the fossil fuel industry. This should include: 

a. Sustained high road employment opportunities for impacted workers and 
communities and assistance for displaced workers; 

b. Requiring transportation funding programs overseen by the Transportation 
Commission to incorporate strategies outlined in the California Transportation 
Plan and Climate Action Plan for Transportation Infrastructure in their guidelines 
and plans; 

c. Ensuring that clean transportation fuels programs include accurate analyses of 
full lifecycle greenhouse gas and air quality emissions and don't result in 
disproportionate air and water pollution in lower income communities or 
communities of color; 
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weeks of this legislative session to meet the moment by enacting ambitious and equitable 
climate legislation. How we accelerate that action is of greatest importance. With intention, we 
can act swiftly and decisively to solve big problems inclusively, centering the voices and needs
of frontline communities.  

Our organizations have deep expertise and experience with the issues recently highlighted by 
the Governor as priorities to act on before August 31st. The Governor’s commitments should not 
replace or negate existing legislative and budget priorities that individual environmental justice 
and environmental organizations have advanced this year.  

Using the Governor’s stated priorities as a foundation, for an ambitious and equitable climate 
package, we offer the following priorities:  

1. We generally support codifying the goal to achieve carbon neutrality no later than 2045. 
However, it is imperative that this goal be paired with a target to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions 90% below the 1990 level in the same timeframe. This ensures that California 
is maximizing its direct emission reductions and not over-relying on engineered carbon 
removal strategies. A goal of 90% reductions is in line with 2020 carbon neutrality 
modeling commissioned by the California Air Resources Board.1 

2. We support accelerating the 2030 target to achieve at least a 50% reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions below the 1990 level. This would put California among the 
world’s leaders in near-term climate ambition. More importantly, the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change has found that the world could exceed the 1.5 degree Celsius 
threshold of dangerous warming as early as 20302; maximizing emission reductions this 
decade is imperative for California to do its part to address global climate change.   
 

3. We support setting an ambitious 2030 goal for carbon removal and sequestration in 
natural and working lands (NWL). These actions will enable the State to both reach its 
climate goals while reaping the many co-benefits for resilience, biodiversity, community 
health, and water and food security. Strengthening and aligning our NWL goals with rural 
and community development pathways will also open economic and job opportunities.  

4. We can only support a carbon capture and storage (CCS) policy framework that protects 
communities and the climate. CCS would only be appropriate to consider for processes 
and end uses that cannot be feasibly served by non-emitting alternatives and do not 
extend the life of California’s fossil fuel infrastructure. This includes, but is not 
necessarily limited to: 

 
1 https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2020-10/e3_cn_final_report_oct2020_0.pdf 
2 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 2018, Global warming of 1.5°C: An IPCC Special 
Report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels and related global 
greenhouse gas emission pathways, in the context of strengthening the global response to the threat of 
climate change, sustainable development, and efforts to eradicate poverty, pp. 6, 17. 
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2018/07/SR15_SPM_version_stand_alone_LR.pdf. 
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june 10th, 2022 — the headline we want 
digital ad campaign launch
Campaign to support historic investment in climate 
action earns press in Politico Playbook. Our digital 
ads garnered over 8K views with directed messaging 
to Asm. E. Garcia, Asm. Rivas, Asm. Ting, Sen. 
Cortese, Sen. Laird, Sen. Gonzalez, and Sen. Skinner. 
This was also sent in our “What’s Next” newsletter 
email out to our climate list. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

August 4, 2022 
   

Honorable Gavin Newsom  
Governor,  
State of California  
1021 O Street, Suite 9000  
Sacramento, CA 95814  

 

 
 
 
Honorable Toni Atkins 
President pro Tempore,  
California State Senate  
1021 O Street, Room 8518 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

    
  
 
Honorable Anthony Rendon  
Speaker,  
California State Assembly  
1021 O Street, Room 8330  
Sacramento, CA 95814  

 
Subject: It’s time to seal the deal on climate in this year’s budget. Later is too late.  
   

https://www.nextgenpolicy.org/the-headline-we-want-youtube-vid/?utm_campaign=20220616_climate_100&utm_source=one_pgr&utm_medium=share&utm_term=20220825_headlinewewantyoutube
https://climate100.nextgenpolicy.org/letter-seal-the-deal-on-the-california-climate-commitment/?utm_campaign=20220616_climate_100&utm_source=one_pgr&utm_medium=share&utm_term=20220825_sealthedeal
https://climate100.nextgenpolicy.org/environmental-justice-and-environmental-priorities-for-climate-legislation-package/?utm_campaign=20220616_climate_100&utm_source=one_pgr&utm_medium=share&utm_term=20220825_climatelegpkg
https://www.nextgenpolicy.org/c100-conan-tweet/?utm_campaign=20220616_climate_100&utm_source=one_pgr&utm_medium=share&utm_term=20220825_nbclainterview
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aug 10th, 2022 — 1-pager
This is a one-pager for lobbyists and the coalition to 
show how popular this plan is and how the climate 
budget directly relates to constituents’ lives. 

aug 9th, 2022 — gobigonclimate.com 
microsite is launched
The site allows visitors to tell their legislators that 
later is too late: It’s time to go big on Climate. 

aug 19th, 2022 — keep it up digital ad 
campaign launch
Campaign pushes key priorities in the Go Big on 
Climate package. Our digital ads direct messaging  
to Assembly and Senate leadership as well as  
Sen. Archuleta, Sen. Caballero, Sen. Cortese, Sen. 
Dodd, Sen. Durazo, Sen. Eggman, Sen. Hurtado, Sen. 
Min, Asm. McKinnor, and Sen. Rubio.

 

aug 9th, 2022 — advocates rally at the 
capitol in support of action on climate
Environmental advocates call on CA to take 
strong action to address climate change. With 
Gov. Newsom’s support for strong climate action, 
Environment California is calling for state lawmakers 
to accelerate our state’s advance toward 100% 
clean energy with benchmarks of 55% greenhouse 
gas reduction below 1990 levels by 2030 and 90% 
reduction by 2045. 

https://www.gobigonclimate.com/
https://www.nextgenpolicy.org/climate-100-one-pager/?utm_campaign=20220616_climate_100&utm_source=one_pgr&utm_medium=share&utm_term=20220825_c100dropoffmaterial
https://www.nextgenpolicy.org/keep-it-up-vid/?utm_campaign=20220616_climate_100&utm_source=one_pgr&utm_medium=share&utm_term=20220825_keepitupyoutube
https://www.nextgenpolicy.org/ngp-gboc-pressconf/?utm_campaign=20220616_climate_100&utm_source=one_pgr&utm_medium=share&utm_term=20220825_rclimatetweet


4Visit www.climate100.nextgenpolicy.org to learn more.

aug 23rd, 2022 — tom setyer op-ed published 
in cal matters 
Op-Ed reminds California Legislature to go big on 
climate. As of Aug 25th, tweet has been retweeted by 
Bill McKibben, Sen. John Laird, and Leah Stokes.  

https://www.nextgenpolicy.org/steyer-oped-calmatters/?utm_campaign=20220616_climate_100&utm_source=one_pgr&utm_medium=share
www.climate100.nextgenpolicy.org



