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as an associate professor in 1977. He was promoted 
to Professor in 1985 and chaired the Department of 
Mining and Materials Processing Engineering from 
2000 to 2002, when its programs were merged into 
other academic departments. He served as chair of 
the Department of Chemical Engineering from 2007 
to 2017. 

Kawatra is an accomplished researcher, teacher, and 
lecturer. His primary area of research is chemical 
engineering, specializing in instrumentation and 
online analysis for monitoring and control of chemical 

and particulate process plants, and treatment/remediation of chemical and industrial wastes. 

He has received numerous honors and awards, including the 2000 Robert H. Richards Award from 
the American Institute of Mining and Metallurgy, the Taggart Award from the Society for Mining, 
Metallurgy and Exploration, and the 2002 Frank F. Aplan Award from the American Institute of 
Mining, Metallurgical, and Petroleum Engineers. At Michigan Tech, he received the 1987 
Research Award. He has a number of patents and has published more than 150 technical 
publications. He has edited or authored eight books and coauthored "Coal Desulfurization: High-
Efficiency Preparation Methods," a reference book for practicing engineers. 

Kawatra serves as the Editor-in-Chief of the Minerals & Metallurgical Processing Journal and the 
Mineral Processing & Extractive Metallurgy Review Journal. He has served on the Board of 
Directors of the Society for Mining, Metallurgy, and Exploration (SME) and was Chair of the 
Mineral Processing Division of SME. He was also the director of the Michigan Tech Advanced 
Sustainable Iron & Steel Making Center (ASISC). 

 


