Abstract

Water Footprinting — Communicating Mine Site Water Performance
in a Circular Economy

Achieving the aspirations of a circular economy requires standardized metrics to measure
progress in energy, water, material and resource efficiency. The recently developed 1SO14046
standard for water footprinting provides a framework for evaluating water use impacts
consistently throughout supply chains and is aligned with life cycle assessment methodology.
Complementing this are the impact characterization methods for water use occurring in
different regions that have been developed by the UNEP-SETAC Working Group for Water Use
in Life Cycle Assessment. The use of these methods by the mining industry requires careful
judgement due to the large variability in water use between mines. Nevertheless, the ability to
clearly demonstrate water efficiency and performance to industry stakeholders provides
benefits for those who adopt these methods.
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