JOINT STATEMENT .
of the Gover{'mlent of the Republic df the Philippines (GRP)
Panel Efor Peace Talks witli the CPP/NPA/NDF
and the National Democratic Front \NDF) Delegation

The GRP Panel headed by Chairman Hotvard Q. Dee and the NDF

N
Q§ Jalandoni held talks from 10 to 14 June 1994 in Breukelen, The

\\ i Netherlands. These talks. were held to advance the peace negotiations
E& pursuant to the Joint Declaration of the GRP and the NDF signed on

Seplember 1, 1992 in The Hague, The Nethe¢rlands (henceforth, The Hague
Declaration). ,
.~ Other participants in the GRP delegatidn were Reptesentative Jose V.
Qﬁ
)

Yap and Alty. Silvestre H. Bello 111, Panel Members; Representative Jesus

G. Dureza, Panel Adviser; State Counsel Teresila L. de Castro, GRP Legal -

Consultant; and Executive Director Maria Lorgnza G. Dalupan of the GRP
R Panel Secretariat. :

)

\ Other participants in the NDF Delegation: were Asterio Palima, NDF

. Representative lo the Nordic countries; Coni Ledesma, Executive Director,
NDF International Office; and Ruth de Leon, Meinbers of the Delegation.

: Others present during the talks were Professor Jose Maria Sison and Fidel

\ Agcaoili as NDF Consultants.

Alty. Romeo T. Capulong of the P.hilippin'e Peace Cenler also
parlicipaled as Legal Consultant. |

The GRP ard the NDI reaffirmed their adherence to The Hague
“Declaralion.

e

—
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% The discussions were frank and candid. These allowed for ¢larificatioft

of issues and perspectives on both sides. Areas of agreement and -

disagreement were .also defined, whicll include among olhers the
follawing; .

‘\ & L. Confideunce bﬁllding and goodwill measures

preconditions lto:the holding or conditct of peace negotiations, but as -

means to improve the climate therefor.
‘\
)

:\0/ I. The NDF asserls that the tights lof political prisoners must be
e\ respected. The NDF furlher asserts that pulitical prisoners should not
YA be trealed, charged, prosecuted or convidled as common criminals.

of treating and prosecuting political prisongrs as common criminals.

l/ Finally, the NDF asserts that the GRP shduld stop its policy and practice -
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Delegation headed by Vice Chairperson for International Affairs Luis,

. L :
These ate. measures voluntarily uhderthken by eilher side, not as.
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GRP-MDF Joint Stalement

1

l
~ Inresponse, the GRP I'ancl denies that here are politTal prisoners.
Furthet, the GRP Panel reilerates GRP’s pol cy that offénders who may
have committed crites in pursuit of political ends are to be charged
wilh said “political” crimes as may be warranted by the evidence.
|

2. The GRP Panel shall transmit to Its principal the NDF proposal
for the expeditious release of offenders who are found to have
committed crimes in pursult of political objectives, including those
charged and/or convicted of conumon crimes committed in the pursuit
of political objectives. The NDF shall furnish a non-bindirg list of said
prisoners/detainees, irrespective of their pdlitical affiliations.

3. The GR® Panel acknowiedges 'recéipl; of the NDF letter dated 10
June 1994 containing (he findings. of the .NDF on the 30 missing

military and police personnel of the GRP. and Intends to respond to
said lelter appropriately. o

i . .

4. The NDF favorably enclorses llmchlliua for indeminification of
the viclims of human rights violatiotis durfug the Marcos dictatorship
for at least 30 percent of the inoney to be tetovered from ‘the Swiss bank
deposils of the Marcoses. | '

The GRP Panel shall report this to its :prijn'cipal:

5. The NDF asserts ils inlegrity ancl 'slu;ll consider it a violation of
The FHague Declaration if the GRP enters into talks with any person or
entity pretending lo tepresent the NDF or any of its organizations.

The GRP asserts its prerogalive lo adopt ils own policy in this
matter and in so doing, does not consider it a violation of The Hague
Declaration.

IL Issues Discussed |

6. The NDF asserls ils vigdrous objection to the adoption of
Proclamation Nos. 347 and 348 as amended by Proclamation Ng. 377,
on tie grotnd that these proclamations violate the letter and spirit of

The Hague Decldratlon; inore particulatly, paragraph 4 and paragraph’

5b which mandate that the subject matter covered by the proclamations
properly belongs to the substantive agerida of the formal negotiations.

Furthermore, such amnesly program; adopted while peace negotiations

are being conducted, impinges upon the organizational integrily of the
NDF. .

The GRP Panél teasserls ils firm po‘slufm that the issuance of the

aforesaid amnesty proclamations, without prejudice to any other
amnesly that may result from peace hegotlhtions, does not violate the
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GRP-NDF Joint Stalement

letter and spirit of The Flagua Declaration, inclutling paragraph 4 and
5b thereof. The GRP takes the positioni tHat the said -proclamalions
respond to expressed desires of fornier rebels for amnesty so lhat they
may live normal lives in peace, and the need to strike an equitable

balance through amnesty for agents of the stale to promote a climate of
national reconcilialion.

7. The NDF asserts its objections to Execulive Order No. 125 on the ™

ground that it seeks to impose upon the peace negotiations the GRP
Constitution as the framework for the peace talks and is in violation of
The Hague Declaration.

The GRP Panel reaffirms its position that the GRP commitiment to
Conslitutional processes and the Rule df Law as enunciated in

. Executive Order No. 125 does not violate The Hague Declaration, nor

does il meait that it will cite the GRP Cbnstitution as a basis for
rejecting what otherwise would be just and yalid proposals for reforms
in society. If it is shown in fact that certain provisions of the GRP
Conslitution hinder the altainment of genuine reforms, the GRP Panel
is willing to recoinmend to GRP authorities amendments thereto. In
this context, it is clear that GRP’s adherence {o Constilutional processes
does not constitute the imposition of the GRP Constitution as
frametvork for the reace lalks.

8. Uoth sides,tecognize the need for (urther discussion on the

ptovisions of The Hague Declaration that will lead to agreements in
order lo realize the objectives of The Hague Declaration. ‘

lii.  Agrectirent Pegaiding the Next Round of Talks

9. The GRP Panel and the NDF Delegation shall hold the next
“round of talks to discuss- and agree upon the sequence and

operaliohalization of reciprocal working commiltees leading towards
the formal talks.

10.  The GRP Panel and the NDF Delegation hereby agree to adopt
safely and immunity guaranlees for personnel who will participate in
the peace negotiations as negotiators, staffers, consultants and security
personhel, and the ground rules for futule talks. Details shall be
discussed and agreed upon by both parties in due time.

In regard to the next round of talks, the. GRP Panel and the NDF
Delegalioi hereby agree on the following:

101 The lA\ext round of talks shall be held in the Benelux
within the third quarter of 1994.

12




GRP-NDF Jeinl Sialement

10.2  The agenda of the nex! rouind of talks shall include thé
following:

a. Opening Stalements
b. Review of goodwill and confic"pce-building measures

¢. Review and discussion of issties’

d. Su[ely and inmmunily guaranlees{

f. Agreement on specifics of the ‘four major points of the
N substa
S

X e. Ground rules for the formal peake negotiations

utive agenda;

I
g Agenda of the first formal pepce negoliations

1) Ex'change of credentials
2) Sequence in the formatidn of the reciprocal working
cotiinittees

! ) . w
3) Formation of the GRP Panel and NDF Panel reciprocal
working commitlees that shall be agreed upon
[
4) Sequence of discussions of tlie ilems under each tmajor’
headirg o ’

- -l Dale and venue of the opening of the formal peace
negotiations.
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