Comprehensive Agreement on Respect for Human Rightsand I nter national
Humanitarian L aw between the Gover nment of the Republic of the Philippinesand

the National Democr atic Front of the Philippines

The Government of the Republic of the Philippines, induding the executive department
and its agencies, hereinafter referred to asthe GRP

and

The Naiond Democraic Front of the Philippines, induding the Communis Paty of the
Philippines (CPP) and the New Peoples Army (NPA), herenafter referred to as the
NDFP

Hereinafter referred to as “the Parties’,

Preamble

Recognizing that respect for human rights and internationdl humenitarian law is of crucd
importance and urgent necessity in laying the ground for ajust and lagting peece,

Congdeing that a comprenensve agreement on respect for humen rights and
international  humanitarian law  should teke into account the current human rights
gtuation in the Philippines and the historical experience of the Filipino people.

Affirming that the prindples of human rights and the principles of internationd
humanitarian law are universaly goplicable,

Acknowledging that the prolonged amed conflict in the Philippines necesstates the
gopliction of the prindples of humen rights and the principles of intemaiona
humanitarian law,

Redffirming thar ocontinuing commitment to the doesad prindples and  thar
aoplication,

Redizing the necessty and ggnificance of assuming separate duties and responshilities
for upholding, protecting and promating the principles of human rights and the principles
of internationa humanitarian law,

Upholding and complying with the mutudly acceptable prindples as wel as the common
gods and objectives in The Hague Joint Declaration of September 1, 1992, the Breukeen
Joint Statement of June 14, 1994 and pertinent joint agreements hitherto signed, and

Fully avare of the nead for effective mechaniams and meesures for upholding, protecting
and promoting the princdples of humen rights and the principles of internationd
humanitarian law in a comprehensive agreamert,



Solemnly enter without reservation into this Comprehensve Agreement on Respect for
Humean Rights and Internationd Humanitarian Law.

Part |
Dedaration of Principles
Artidel

The Parties are goverred by the framework of holding peace negatiations under mutudly
acceptable principles of national sovereignty, democracy and socid justice and under no
precondition that negates the character and purpose of peace negotiations, as Sipulated in
The Hague Joint Dedaation (Paragrgph 4) and redffirmed in the Breukden Joint

Statement (No 7 of I1) and subsequent agreements.

Artide2

The Parties uphold the princples of mutudity and reciprocity in the conduct of the peece
negotiations in accordance with The Hague Joint Dedaration. The Paties likewise affirm
the need to assume separate duties and responghilities in accordance with the letter and
intent of this Agreemen.

Artide3

The Paties redize the need for a comprehensve accord on human rights and
international  humenitarian lav bassd on redities involving violdions of human rights
and the principles of internationd humanitarian law.

Artide4

The Paties recognize that fundamentd individud and collective freedoms and human
rights in the politicdl, socid, economic and culturd spheres can only be redized and
flourish under conditions of nationa and socid freedoms of the people.

Artide5

The Paties afirm the need to promote, expand and guarantee the people’'s democratic
rights and freedoms, epecidly of the toiling masses of workers and peasants.

Artide6
The Paties are avare that the prolonged armed conflict in the Philippines necessitates the

goplication of the prindples of human rights and the prindples of internationd
humanitarian law and the faithful compliance therewith by both Parties



Artide7

The Paties hereby forge this Agreement in order to affirm ther condant and continuing
mutud commitment to respect human rights and the principles of interndiord
humanitarian law and hereby recognize ether Party's acts of good intention to be bound
by and to comply with the principles of internationdl humanitarian law.

Part 11
Basis, Scope and Applicability
Artidel

This Agreament is meant to meet the needs arisng from the concrete conditions of the
Filipino people concarning violations of human rights and the principles of internationd
humeanitarian law, and to find principled ways and means of rendering judice to dl the
vicims of such violaions

Artide?2

The objectives of this Agreement are () to guarantee the protection of humean rights to
dl Flipinos under dl cdrcumdances, especidly the workers, pessants and other poor
people; (b) to affirm and apply the principles of internationa limanitarian law in order to
protect the cvilian populaion and individud dvilians as wel as persons who do not
take direct part or who have ceased to take part in the amed hodlilities, induding persons
deprived of their liberty for reasons reated b the amed conflict; (€) to establish effective
mechaniams and mesaures for redizing, monitoring, veifying and ensuring compliance
with the provisons of this Agreement; and, (d) to pave the way for comprehensve
agreements on economic, socid and palitica reforms that will ensure the atainment of a
just and lasting peace.

Artide3

The Paties shdl uphold, protect and promote the full scope of human rights, induding
avil, palitica, economic, sodd and culturd rights In complying with such obligaion
due condderation shal be accorded to the respective politicd principles and
circumgtances of the Parties.

Artide4

It is undersood that the universdly applicable principles and dandards of humaen rights
and of intenaiond humanitarian lav contemplated in this Agreement indude those

embodied in the indruments sgned by the Philippines and deemed to be mutudly
gpplicable to and acceptable by both Parties.

Artide5



This Agreement gl be gpplicable in dl cases invalving vidlaions of human rights and
the principles of internationd humanitarian lav committed agang persons, families and
groups afiliated with either Paty and dl cvilians and persons not directly taking part in
the hodilities, induding persons deprived of ther liberty for reasons rdaed to the amed
conflict. It shdl likewise be applicable to dl persons affected by the armed conflict,
without digtinction of any kind based on s, race language, religion or conviction,
politicd or other opinion, nationd, ethnic or socid origin, age, economic pogtion,
property, maritd satus, birth or any other Smilar condition or Satus.

Part I11
Respect for Human Rights
Artidel

In the exercise of their inherent rights, the Parties shdl adhere to and be bound by the
principles and andards embodied in internationd instruments on human rights

Artide?2

This Agreement seeks to confront, remedy and prevent the most sarious human rights
vidations in teems of dvil and palitica rights, as wel as to uphold, protect and promote
the full scope of human rights and fundamentd freedoms, induding:

1. The right to sdf-determination of the Flipino nation by virtue of which the
people should fully and fredy determine thar politicd daus, pursue thar
economic, socdad and culturd devdopment, and digpose of ther naturd wedth
and resources for ther own wdfae and benefit towards genuine nationd
independence, democracy, socid justice and development.

2. The inherent and indienadle right of the people to edablish a judt, democrdtic
and pesceful society, to adopt effective safeguards agang, and to oppose
oppresson and tyranny similar to that of the past dictatorid regime.

3. The right of the vicims and ther families to seek judice for violaiors of
humen rights induding adequate compensdion or indemnification, redtitution
and rehabilitation, and effective sanctions and guarantees agangt repetition and
impunity. 4. The right to life, egpeddly agangd summary executions (salvagings),
involurtary  disgppearances, massacres and  indiscriminate bombardments  of
communities, and the right not to be subjected to campaigns of incitement to
violence agang one's person.

5. The right to liberty, paticulaly againg unwaranted and unjudified ares and
detention and to effectively avail of the privilege of the writ of habess corpus.

6. The individud and collective right of the people and of communities to be
secure in thelr persons, houses, papers, and effects agangt unreasonable searches
ad szures and to dfective sfeguards of these rights agang any illegd
operations by GRP agencies.



7. The right not to be subected to physcd or mentad torture, olitary
confinement, rgpe and sexud abuse, and other inhuman, crud o degrading
trestment, detention and punishmernt.

8. The right not to be hdd in involuntary sarvitude or to perform forced or
compulsory labor.

9. The right to subgtantive and procedurd due process, to be presumed innocent
until proven guilty, and againg saf-incrimination.

10. The right to equd protection of the law and againg any form of discrimination
on the bass of race ethnicity, gender, beief, age, physcd condition or avil
datus and agang any incitement to such discrimination.

11. The right to freedom of thought and expresson, freedom of conscience,
politicd and rdigious beliefs and practices and the right not to be punished or
held accountable in the exercise of theserights.

12. The right to free speech, press, association and assembly, and to seek redress
of grievances.

13. The right to privacy of communication and correspondence, especidly againgt
intercepting, pilfering and opening of mal mates and conducting illegd
aurvelllance and information gathering through eectronic and other means.

14. The right to free choice of domicle movement and travel within the country
and abroad, to seek asylum, migraion and exile, and agang trave redrictions for
politica reasons or objectives.

15. The right not to be subjected to forced evacuations, food and other forms of
economic blockades and indiscriminate bombings, shdlings, gdrafing, gunfire and
the use of landmines.

16. The right to information on matters of public concern and access to records,
documents and papers pertaining to acts, transactions or decisons of persons in
authority.

17. The right to universal suffrage irregpective of sex, race, occupdtion, socid
origin, property, daus, educdion, ideologicd and politicad conviction, and
reigious belief.

18. The right to own property and the means of production and consumption that
ae obtaned through land reform, honest labor and entrepreneurship, <kill,
inventiveness and intdlectua merit and to use such means for the common good.

19. The right to ganfu employement, humane working and living conditions,
livelihood and job security, to work and equd pay, to form unions, to strike and
paticipate in the policy and decisonrmaking processes affecting their rights and
intereds, and the right not to be denied these rights due to nationdity, creed,
minority status, gender or sexud preference, or civil datus.

20. The right to universd and free dementary and secondary education, and
accessto basic services and hedth care,

21. The right to fredy engage in sdentific ressarch, tedhndlogicd invention,
literary and artitic cregtions and other cultural pursuits.

22. The right to form a maritd union and to found a family, and to ensure family
communications and reunions.

23. The equd right of women in dl fidds of endeavor and in dl spheres of
political, economic, cultural, socid and domestic life and to their emancipation.



24. The right of children and the dissbled to protection, care and a home,
epecidly agang physcd and mentd abuse, proditution, drugs, forced labor,
homeessness, and other Smilar forms of oppresson and exploitation.

25. The exidging rights of the minority communities in the Philippines to
autonomy, to thar ancestrd lands and the naturd resources in these lands, to
engage in and bendit from dffirmative action, to ther participation and
representetion in the economic, politicd and socid life and inditutions, and to
cultural and al round development.

Artice3

The Paties deary dl vioaions and auses of human rights They commend the
complainants or plantiffs in dl successful humen rights procesdings. They encourage dl
viciims of violaions and abuses of human rights or their surviving families to come
forward with their complaints and evidence.

Artide4

The pesons lidble for violations and abuses of human rights shdl be subject to
invedigation and, if evidence warants, to prosecution and trid. The victims or ther
aurvivors shdl be indemnified. All necessary measures shdl be undertaken to remove the
conditions for vidaions and abuses of human rights and to render judice to and
indemnify thevicims.

Artide5

The Paties hereby respect and support the rights of the vicims of humen rights
violations during the Marcos regime, tanking into congderation the find judgment of the
United States Federd Court Sysem in the Humen Rights Litigaion Agang Marcos,
Senate Resolution 1640; Swiss Supreme Court Decison of 10 December 1997; and
pertinent provisons of the UN. Covenant on Civil and Politicd Rights and the 1984
U.N. Convention Againg Torture.

Should there be any setlement, the GRP dhdl dso execute with the duly authorized
representatives of the vidims a written indrument to implement this Artide and guide the
sidaction of the dams of sad vidims with regad to the amount and mode of
compensation, which shdl be the mog direct and quickest possble to every victim or
heir in accordance with the rlevant Swiss Supreme Court decisons.

In caxe of any sHtlement outsde of U.S. jurisdiction, dl or the mgority of sad vidims
shdl determine their representation by power of atorney.

Artide6

The GRP dhdl abide by its doctrine lad down in People vs Hernandez (99 Phil. 515,
July 18, 1956), as further daborated in People vs. Geronimo (100 Phil. 90, October 13,



1956), and shdl forthwith review the cases of dl prisoners or detainees who have been
charged, detained, or convicted contrary to this doctring, and shdl immediatdy reease
them.

Artide7

The GRP gl work for the immediae reped of any subssting repressive laws, decrees,
or other executive issuances and for this purpose, shdl forthwith review, among others,
the following: Generd Orders 66 and 67 (authorizing checkpoints and warrantless
searches); Presdentid Decree 1866 as amended (dlowing the filing of charges of illegd
posesson of fireerms with respect to politicd offenses); presdentid Decree 169 as
amended (requiring physicians to report cases of paients with gunshot wounds to the
police/military); Baas Pambansa 880 (redricting and contralling the right to pesceful
asEmbly); Executive Order 129 (authorizing the demoalition of urban poor communities);
Executive Order 264 (legdizing the Citizens Armed Force Geogrgphicd  Units);
Executive Order 272 (lengthening the dlowable periods of detention); Memorandum
Circular 139 (dlowing the impogtion of food blockades); and Adminigrative Order N°
308 (egtablishing the nationd identification sysem).

Upon the effectivity of this Agreement, the GRP shdl, as far as practicable, not invoke
these repressive laws, decrees and orders to circumvent or contravene the provisons of
this Agreement.

Artide8

The GRP ddl review its juriorudence on waratless aress (Umil vs Ramos),
checkpoints (Vadmonte vs. De Villa), sauraion drives (Guazon vs De Villa), warantless
searches (Posadas vs Court of Appeds), cimindization of politica offenses (Bayloids
vs. Chavez), rendering moot and academic the remedy of habess corpus upon the
subsequent filing of charges (llagan vs. Ponce-Enrile), and other Smilar cases, and shdll
immediately move for adoption of appropriate remedies consgent with the objectives of
thisand the immediady preceding Article.

Upon the effectivity of this Agreement, the GRP shdl, as far as practicable, not invoke
theses decisons to circumvent or contravene the provisons of this Agreement.

Artide9

The Parties shdl take concrete steps to protect the lives, livelihood, and properties of the
people agang incursons from mining, red date logging, tourism or other dmilar
projects or programs.

Artide 10

The Paties shdl promote the badsic collective and individud rights of workers, pessants,
fisherfolk, urban poor, migrant workers, ethnic minorities, women, youth, children and



the rest of the people and shdl take concrete steps to stop and prevent the violations of
humean rights, ensure that those found guilty of such vidations are punished, and provide
for the indemnification, rehabilitation and redtitution of the victims,

Artide11

The GRP shdl respect the basc rights guaranteed by the Internationd Labor Convention
on Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize and the standards set
by the Internationd Labor Organization (ILO) pertaning to job tenure, wage and living
condition, trade union rights and medicd and sodd insurance of dl workers right of
women workers to maternity benefits and againg discrimination vis-avis mae workers,
right againg child labor, and the rights of migrant workers abroad in accordance with the
Internationa Covenant on the Rights of Migrant Workers and Members of tharr Families

Artide 12

The GRP dhdl respect the rights of pessants to land tenure and to own through land
reform the land that they till, the ancedrd rights of the indigenous peoples in the aress
dasdfied as public doman and ther rights agang radd and ethnic disrimingtion, the
right of the poor homesteaders or setlers and the indigenous people to the areas of public
domain on which they live and work and the right of poor fisherfalk to fish in the waers
of the Philippines

The GRP gl forthwith review its lavs or other issuances petinent to the rights
mentioned in this and the immediady precesding Artide and shdl move for the
immediate reped of those found viodlative of such rights.

Artide 13

The Paties shdl promote and cary out campaigns of human rights education, land
reform, higher production, hedth and sanitation and others that are of socid benefit to the
people. They shdl give the utmost atention to land reform as the principd messure for
attaning democracy and socid judtice.

Part 1V

Respect for International Humeanitarian Law
Artidel

In the exercise of ther inherent rights, the Parties to the amed conflict shdl adhere to
and be bound by the genedly accepted principles and dandards of internationd

humeanitarian law.

Artide?2



These principles and standards gpply to the following persons:

1. avilians or those taking no active part in the hodlilities;

2. members of armed forces who have surrendered or laid down ther ams,

3. those placed hors de combat by sickness, wounds of any other cause;

4. persons deprived of ther liberty for reasons related to the armed conflict; and,
5. rdativesand duly authorized representatives of above-named persons.

Artice3

The fdlowing ads ae and ddl reman prohibited & ay time ad in awy place
whatsoever with respect to the persons enumerated in the preceding Article 2:

1. violence to life and person, paticulaly killing or causng injury, beng
ubjected to physcd or mentd torture, mutilation, corpora punishment, crud or
degrading trestment and dl acts of viodlence and reprisds, induding hosage
taking, and acts agang the physcd wdl-being, dignity, palitica convictions and
other human rights;

2. holding anyone responsble for an act tha shelhe has not committed and
punishing anyone without complying with dl the requisites of due process,

3. requiring persons deprived of ther liberty for reasons rdated to the armed
conflict to disdose informetion other than tharr identity;

4. desecraion of the remains of those who have died in the course of the armed
conflict or while under detention, and breach of duty to tender immediaidy such
remainsto thar families or to give them decent burid;

5. failure to report the identity, persond condition and circumstances of a person
deprived of higher liberty for reasons related to the armed conflict to the Parties
to endble them to paform ther duties and regponghilities under this Agreement
and under international humeanitarian law,

6. denid of the right of rdaives and duly authorized representatives of a person
deprived of liberty for reasons rdaed to the amed conflict to inquire whether a
person is in custody or under detention, the reasons for the detention, under what
circumgances the person in custody is being detained, and to request directly or
through mutudly acceptable intermediaries for hisher orderly and expeditious
release;

7. practices that cause or dlow the forcble evacuations or forcble
reconcentration  of dvilians unless the security of the dvilians involved or
imperdtive military ressons S0 demand; the emergence and increese of interndly
disolaced families and communities, and the dedtruction of the lives and property
of the cvilian population;

8. mantaining, supporting and tolerating paramilitay groups such as amed
religious fandicad groups vigilante groups private armed groups of busnessmen,
landlords and politicians, and private security agencies which are being used in
land and labor disputes and the incursons in Article 9, Pat Il of this Agreement;
and,



9. dlowing the paticipaion of dvilian or dvilian officdds in militay fidd
operations and campaigns.

Artide4

The prindples and dandards of internaiond humenitarian lav shdl likewise goply and
protect the rights of persons, entities or objects involved or &ffected in any of the cases or
gtuations cited hereunder.

1. Parsons hors de combat and those who do not take a direct part in hodtilities are
entitted to regpect for thar lives dignity, human rights, political convictions and
ther mord and physcd integrity and shdl be protected in dl circumstances and
treated humandy without any adverse didinction founded on race, color, faith,
X, birth, socid ganding or any other Smilar criteria

2. The wounded and the sick shal be collected and cared for by the party to the
amed conflict which hasthem in its custady or respongibility.

3. Neutrd persons or entiies and medicd personnd, induding persons of
humenitarian and/or medica organizaions like the Internationd Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC), shdl be protected and respected. The establishments,
fadlities trangport and equipments of these persons, entities and organizations,
objects bearing the emblem of the red cross and the flag of peaceful intention; and
higoric monuments, culturd objects and places of worship shdl likewise be
protected.

4. Civilian populaion and cvilians shdl be trestled as such and dhdl be
diginguished from combatants and, together with ther property, shdl not be the
object of atack. They dhdl likewise be protected agang indiscriminate agrid
bombardment, drafing, atillery fire mortar fire ason, bulldozing and other
gmilar forms of destroying lives and property, from the use of explosves as well
as the gockpiling near or in ther mids, and the use of chemicd and biologicd
Wegpons.

5. Civilians dhdl have the right to demand gppropriate disciplinary actions againg
abuses arigng from the falure of the Parties to the amed conflict to obsarve the
principles and stlandards of internationa humanitarian law.

6. All persons deprived of ther liberty for reasons rdaed to the armed conflict
shdl be treated humandy, provided with adequate food and drinking water, and
be aforded safeguards as regards to hedth and hygiene, and be confined in a
secure place. Suffident information shdl be made avalable concerning persons
who have been deprived of ther liberty. On humanitarian or other ressonable
grounds, such persons deprived of liberty shdl be considered for safe rlease.

7. The ICRC and other humanitarian and/or medicd entities shal be granted
faglitetion and assstance to enable them to care for the sck and the wounded and
to undertake their humanitarian missons and activities

8. Pasonnd and fadilities of schools the medicd profession, rdigious inditutions
and places of worship, voluntary evacuation centers, programs and projects of
relief and devdopment shdl not be the target of any attack. The persons of sad
entities shall be guaranteed their safety.



9. Every possble measure shdl be taken, without delay, to search for and collect
the wounded, sck and missng persons and to protect them from any ham and ill

treetment, to ensure their adequate care and to search for the dead, prevent
despoliation and mutilation and to digpose of them with respect.

Artide5

The Paties decry dl vidations of the prindples of internationd humenitarian law. They
encourege dl vidims of such vidaions or ther surviving families to come foward with

their complaints and evidence.
Artide6

The persons lidble for violaions of the princdples of internationd humenitaian lav dhdl
be subject to invedigation and, if evidence warrants, to prosecution and trid. The victims
or ther survivors shdl be indemnified. All necessay messures shdl be undertaken to
remove the conditions for such violaions and to render judice to and indemnify the
vidims

Artide7

The GRP dhdl review and undetake to change policies laws programs, projects,
campaigns, and practices that cause or dlow the forable evacuation and reconcentration

of dvilians, the emergence and increase of interndly diplaced families and communities
and the dedtruction of the lives and property of the civilian population.

Artice8

The GRP sl continue to review its policy or practice of creding, mantaning,
supporting, or dlowing paramilitary forces like the Civilian Armed Forces Geographica
Units (CAFGUs) and Civilian Volunteers Organizations (CVOs) or any other smilar
groups.

Artide9

Interndlly digdlaced families and communities shdl have the right to return to their places
of aode and livedihood, to demand dl possble assstance necessary to restore them to
their normd lives and to be indemnified for damages suffered due to injuries and loss of
lives.

Artice 10

The Paties shdl provide specid attertion to women and children to ensure their physica
and mord integrity. Children shal not be dlowed to take part in hodtilities.

Artide 11



Medicd, rdigous and other humanitarian organizations and ther personnd shdl not
cary out other tasks inimicd to any of the Paties Nether shdl they be compdled to
cary out tasks which are not compdible with ther humanitarian tasks. Under no
drcumgances dhdl any peson be punished for having caried out medica activities
compatible with the principles of medicd ethics, regardless of whoever is bendfiting from
such medicd activities.

Artide12

Civilian population shdl have the right to be protected agang the risks and dangers
posed by the presence of military campsin urban centers and other populated aress.

Artice 13

The Paties recognize the right of the people to demand the reduction of military
expenditures and the rechannding of savings from such reduction towards socid,
economic and culturd deve opment which shdl be given the highest priority.

Artide 14

The Paties dhdl promote and cary out campagns of education on internationd
humenitarian law, egpecidly among the people involved in the armed conflict and in
aress affected by such conflict.

PatV

Joint Monitoring Committee

Artidel

The Patiess ddl fom a Jont Monitoring Committee that shdl monitor the
implementation of this Agreement.

Artice?2

The Committee shdl be composed of three members to be chosen by the GRP Pand and
three members to be chosen by the NDFP Pand. Each Paty shdl nominate two
representatives of humean rights organizations and to St in the committee as observers and
to do 0 a the plessure of the nominaing Paty. The Committee shdl have co-
charpersons who shdl serve as chief represantatives of the Parties and dhdl act as
moderators of meetings.

Artide3



The co-charpesons ddl recave complants of viodions of humen rigts and
internationd  humanitarian lav and dl petinent information and shdl initiste requests or
recommendations for the implementation of this Agreement. Upon its aoprova by
consenaus, the Committee shdl request the invedtigaion of a complaint by the Paty
concerned and make recommendations By consensus, it shdl make reports and
recommendations on its work to the Parties.

Mestings of the Committee shdl be every three months and as often as deemed necessary
by the co-charpersons due to an urgent issue or complaint. The meetings shdl be hdd in

the Philippines or in any other venue agreed upon by the Parties.
Artide4

Members of the Committee and the obsarvers shdl be entitled to the safety and immunity
guarantees gipulated by the Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity Guarantees.

Artide5

The Committee shdl create a joint ssretariat thet shall provide staff support. Each Party
shdl nominate an equa number of members in the joint secretaria who shdl sarve a the
pleasure of the nominating Party.

Artide6

The Committee shdl be organized upon the effectivity of this Agreement and shdl
continue to exig until dissolved by ether Paty by sending to the other Paty a written
notice of dissolution which shall teke effect thirty days dfter officid recapt. Dissolution
of the Committee shadl not mean the abandonment of rights and duties by any Party under
this Agreement and under the principles and sandards of humen rights and internationa
humanitarian law.

Part VI

Find Provisons

Artidel

The Paties shdl continue to assume separate duties and responghilities for upholding,
protecting and promating human rights and the prindples of internationd humanitarian
lav in accordance with thar respective politicad  principles, organizations and
arcumgtances until they shall have reached find resolution of the armed conflict.

Artide?2



The Paties recognize the agpplicability of the prindples of human rights and principles of
internationdl  humanitarian lav and the continuing force of dbligations aisng from these
principles.

Artide3

Nothing in the provisons of this Agreement nor in its gpplication shal affect the politica
and legd daus of the Paties in accordance with the Hague Joint Declaraion.
Subsequently, this Agreement shdl be subject to the Comprehensve Agreements on
Politicdl and Condiitutional Reforms and on End of Hodlilities and Digpostion of Forces
Any reference to the treaties Sgned by the GRP and to its laws and legd processes in this
Agreement shdl not in anty manner prgudice the political and organizationd integrity of
the NDFP.

Artide4

The Paties may from time to time review the provisons of this Agreement to determine
the need to adopt a supplementd agreement or to modify the provisons hereof as
circumstances require.

Artide5

This Agreement shdl be dgned by the Negotiating Pands and shdl teke effect upon
aoprovd by their respective Principas.

IN WITNESS, we dgn this Agreement this 16th day of March 1998 in The Hague, The
Netherlands.

For the Government of the Republic of the Philippines

By: Amb. Howard Q. Deg; Chairperon, GRP Negotiating Panel
Rep. Jose V. Yap, Member

Sec. Slvesre H. Bdlo 111, Member

Ms. ZenaidaH. Pawid, Member

For the Naiond Democratic Front of the Philippines

By Luis G. Jdandoni; Chairperson, NDFP Negotiating Pand
Fidel V. Agcaaili, Member

Coni K. Ledesma, Member

Adeio B. Pdima, Member

Jojo s. Magdiwang, Member.

Witnesses:

Hon. Jose C. de Venecia. Spesker, House of Representatives GRP



Jose MA. Sison. Chief Political Consultant NDFP Negotiating Panel
Usec. A. Wilfredo Clemente, DECS, GRP

Antonio L. Zumd, Senior Adviser
Ms. MA. CarlaL. Munsayac, Executive Director GRP Negotiating Panel Secretariat
Romeo T. Cgpulong, Generd Counsd NDFP Negotiating Pand



