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INTRODUCTION 

SA ARAW NA ITO, MATATAPOS ANG UNANG ISANG-DAANG ARAW NG AKING PANUNUNGKULAN. BUKAS  
ANG SIMULA NG DALAWANG LIBO AT SIYAMNAPU'T ISANG ARAW PA.  

 SA DAMI NG DAPAT GAWIN NG PANGULO, ANG BAWAT ARAW AY MAHALAGA KUNG KAYA'T MINABUTI 
KONG MAG-ULAT SA INYO KUNG ANO ANG NAGAWA NA NATIN; AT KUNG SAAN TAYO MAGPAPATULOY MULA 
RITO.  

 MAGTATAPAT AKO SA SIMULA: HINDI NAGAWA ANG LAHAT NG AKALA KO'Y MAGAGAWA.  NGUNIT 
MAYROON DING MGA MAHALAGA NA NAGAWA NA HINDI NATIN AKALAING MAGAGAWA.  AKO SANA AY 
NAGMAMADALI SUBALI'T KINAKAILANGANG HAWIIN MUNA NATIN ANG MGA SAGABAL SA ATING LAYUNIN.  

 AT MAYROON DING MGA SAKUNANG HINDI NATIN MAIWASAN -- GAYA NG BULKANG PINATUBO.  

 MY  ASSUMPTION TO THE PRESIDENCY SIGNALLED AN UNPRECEDENTED CHANCE FOR A NEW BEGINNING 
FOR THE PHILIPPINES.  

 FOR THE FIRST TIME IN OUR NATION'S HISTORY, OUR PEOPLE HAD ELECTED NOT ONLY A PRESIDENT AND 
A VICE-PRESIDENT BUT ALSO AN ENTIRE CONGRESS AND ALL LOCAL OFFICIALS DOWN TO THE MUNICIPAL LEVEL.  

 FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MORE THAN A QUARTER OF A CENTURY, WE HAD AN ORDERLY TRANSFER OF 
POWER, THE ACID TEST OF ANY DEMOCRACY.  

LEGACY OF PROBLEMS 

 THIS NEW BEGINNING COULD ALSO VERY WELL BE OUR LAST CHANCE TO TRANSFORM OUR SITUATION 
PEACEFULLY.  

 WE INHERITED A POLITICALLY-FRACTURED NATION.   THE CAMPAIGN HAD SPAWNED INTRIGUES AND 
PETTY RIVALRIES THAT DIVIDED OUR PEOPLE. STABILITY HAD BEEN BATTERED BY COMMUNIST INSURGENCY, 
SECESSIONIST MOVEMENTS, AND MILITARY REBELLIONS.  OUR SOCIETY WAS GRIPPED IN FEAR BY RISING 
CRIMINALITY.  

 THE ECONOMY HAD LAGGED BEHIND THOSE OF MOST OF OUR NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES. OUR FOREIGN 
DEBTS WEIGHED HEAVILY ON OUR SHOULDERS.  OUR COUNTRY'S WEALTH REMAINED IN THE HANDS OF A FEW.  

 THE   BUREAUCRACY  HAD  OVERGROWN  AND  YET  THE QUALITY OF BASIC SERVICES -- FROM GARBAGE 
COLLECTION TO POLICE PROTECTION  -- SHARPLY DECLINED.  

 OUR ENERGY CRISIS CRIPPLED INDUSTRIES AND BROUGHT TO HOUSEHOLDS UNTOLD MISERIES.  
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 NATURE WREAKED HAVOC THROUGH EARTHQUAKES, TYPHOONS AND VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS, 
DISLOCATING THOUSANDS OF FAMILIES AND LAYING THEIR PRODUCTIVE LANDS TO WASTE.  

AGENDA FOR GOVERNANCE 

 IN MY INAUGURAL ADDRESS, I SAID THERE WERE ENOUGH PROBLEMS TO ENGAGE US ALL.  I ALSO SAID 
THERE WERE NO EASY ANSWERS, NO QUICK FIXES FOR OUR BASIC ILLS I CALLED ON OUR PEOPLE TO JOIN ME IN 
THE REFORM AND RENEWAL OF OUR SOCIETY.  I ASKED OUR PEOPLE TO HELP ME IN LAYING THE GROUNDWORK 
FOR POLITICAL STABILITY, ECONOMIC GROWTH, A REVITALIZED BUREAUCRACY, ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF ENERGY 
AND PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT.  

 THESE FIVE MAJOR CONCERNS CONSTITUTE THE COURSE WE HAVE CHARTED TOWARD ALLEVIATING THE 
POVERTY OF OUR PEOPLE AND THE POVERTY OF THE NATION.  

100  DAYS  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 WE HAVE NOT WAVERED FROM THIS COURSE. AND I AM PROUD TO SAY THAT DESPITE THE MANY 
OBSTACLES, WE HAVE HAD STEADY GAINS IN THE FIRST ONE HUNDRED DAYS OF MY ADMINISTRATION.  MY MAIN 
OBJECTIVE FOR THIS INITIAL PHASE HAS BEEN TO SET THE COURSE OF MY ADMINISTRATION AND LAY THE BASIS 
FOR EFFECTIVE GOVERNANCE.  

POLITICAL STABILITY 

 I HAD BEGUN BY RESTORING POLITICAL STABILITY AND ENHANCING OUR NATIONAL SECURITY.  IN THE 
PURSUIT OF PEACE, OUR OFFER OF AMNESTY AND THE LEGALIZATION OF THE UNDERGROUND COMMUNIST 
PARTY HAS RECOVERED FOR GOVERNMENT THE MORAL HIGH GROUND IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE 
INSURGENTS. EVEN AS WE PEACEFULLY ERODE THE BASTIONS OF LEFTIST AND RIGHTIST REBELS, WE CONTINUE 
REACHING OUT TO VARIOUS SECTORS THAT THEY MAY COMMIT THEMSELVES TO GOVERNMENT'S AGENDA FOR 
PEACE.  

 WE ARE PROCEEDING IN FULL FORCE AGAINST CRIMINAL ELEMENTS.  THE PRESIDENTIAL ANTI-CRIME 
COMMISSION HEADED BY THE VICE PRESIDENT IS DEALING WITH KIDNAPPING AND OTHER HEINOUS CRIMES. I, 
MYSELF, HAVE INITIATED THE CLEANSING OF THE NATIONAL POLICE AND THE ARMED FORCES.   

 AS PART OF THIS CLEANSING PROCESS, I AM ENFORCING THE PRINCIPLE OF COMMAND RESPONSIBILITY -- 
WHICH MAKES THE IMMEDIATE COMMANDING OFFICER EQUALLY LIABLE FOR THE CRIMES OF HIS SUBORDINATES 
IF HE FAILS TO ACT EFFECTIVELY TO PREVENT, PRE-EMPT, INVESTIGATE AND PUNISH THE OFFENDERS.  

REACHING OUT 

 WE HAVE REACHED OUT TO VARIOUS SECTORS, THE RELIGIOUS GROUPS, NGOS AND PEOPLES' 
ORGANIZATIONS, LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS, CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS, MEDIA AND THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES TO 
CONSOLIDATE THE DIVIDED FORCES OF THE NATION.  

 RECOGNIZING THAT LOCAL OFFICIALS ARE PARTNERS IN THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS, WE HAVE 
PROVIDED SUPPORT TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVES AND CALLED FOR A FAST-TRACK 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE.  MY MEETINGS WITH A WIDE SPECTRUM OF SECTORAL 
GROUPS AS WELL AS MY PROVINCIAL VISITS EQUALLY ACCORDED THE PEOPLE WITH AN IMMEDIATE RESPONSE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT  ON THEIR DEEPEST CONCERNS.  

 TO SYMBOLIZE MY GOVERNMENT'S CONCERN FOR THE TAO, I HOLD A MONTHLY “PEOPLE'S DAY” AT 
MALACAÑANG. TO DATE, I HAVE VISITED ALL BUT THREE OF  OUR 15 ADMINISTRATIVE REGIONS.  

FROM RECOVERY TOWARDS ECONOMIC GROWTH 
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 TO LAY THE GROUNDWORK FOR A HEALTHY ECONOMY, WE HAVE REMOVED ALL CONTROLS ON FOREIGN 
EXCHANGE TRANSACTIONS AND HAVE TAKEN STEPS TO PRIVATIZE GOVERNMENT CORPORATIONS.  AND WE ARE 
MOVING PROGRESSIVELY TO REDUCE TARIFFS AND QUALITATIVE RESTRICTIONS ON MOST OF OUR IMPORTS.  

 WITH THE ECONOMIC STABILIZATION PROGRAM, WE HAVE  BROUGHT DOWN INFLATION DOWN TO 8%. 
HOPEFULLY WE WILL REDUCE INTEREST RATES FURTHER BY THE END OF 1992.  THE CONSOLIDATED PUBLIC-
SECTOR DEFICIT WE SHALL HOLD DOWN AT LESS THAN 3% OF GNP.  

 ON THE FOREIGN DEBT, A FINANCING PACKAGE  SIGNED IN JULY  SHOULD REDUCE OUR DEBT-SERVICE 
OBLIGATION AS A PERCENTAGE OF EXPORTS FROM ABOUT 19% THIS YEAR TO 16% IN 1993.  

 BOI-APPROVED INVESTMENTS REACHED p63.7 BILLION BURING THE PERIOD, EXCEEDING THE TARGET BY 

AT LEAST 105%; INVESTMENTS REGISTERED WITH THE S.E.C. AMOUNTED TO p29 BILLION (14 TIMES HIGHER THAN 
THE SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR; AND INFLOW OF FOREIGN INVESTMENT TOTALLED $144 MILLION IN JULY ALONE 
(INCREASE OF 161.8% OVER JULY 1992). 

 LIKEWISE, TOURIST CONFIDENCE HAS BEEN BEEFED UP.  TOURIST RECEIPTS INCREASED BY 16% AND 
VISITOR ARRIVALS BY 17% DURING THE PAST 100 DAYS. INVESTMENTS IN TOURISM FOR  THE  SAME  PERIOD  

AMOUNTED  TO p8.3  BILLION WHICH ARE EXPECTED TO GENERATE 6,500 NEW JOBS.  

 OUR 1993 BUDGET COMMITS 87.1 BILLION PESOS TO PUBLIC INVESTMENTS -- MOST OF WHICH WILL GO 
TO POWER PLANTS, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, HIGHWAYS, SEAPORTS, IRRIGATION AND OTHER INFRASTRUCTURE.  

 THESE REFORMS, TAKEN TOGETHER, PREPARE THE GROUND FOR SUSTAINED GROWTH.  

AGRO-INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS 

  IN THE LAST THREE MONTHS, SIXTEEN POOREST PROVINCES HAD BEEN IDENTIFIED AND ASSISTED AS 
SPECIAL PRIORITY AREAS FOR  DEVELOPMENT.  

 WE HAVE CONTINUED TO BOOST AGRARIAN REFORM BY RESOLVING BOTTLENECKS AND FAST-TRACKING 
OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES EVEN AS WE EXTENDED POST-HARVEST, CREDIT AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO 
NEW LAND OWNERS.  INFRASTRUCTURE SUPPORT HAS BEEN ACTIVELY PURSUED, FROM THE SCHOOLBUILDINGS 
OF ZAMBOANGA, THE ROADS OF BATANGAS, TO THE NATIONAL TELEPHONE PROGRAM.  

 WE ARE  WORKING TOWARDS SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN FOOD BY IMPROVING DELIVERY SYSTEMS AND 
PROVIDING AGRICULTURAL WORKERS WITH BETTER ACCESS TO CREDIT.  

 THE EXPECTED INCREASE IN AGRICULTURAL LAND CONVERSION AS A RESULT OF INDUSTRIAL AND URBAN 
EXPANSION HAS RESULTED IN THE ADOPTION  OF INTERIM GUIDELINES UNDER A NATIONAL LAND USE 
FRAMEWORK PLAN. WITH THIS START, EFFECTIVE LAND USE ON A NATION-WIDE BASIS WILL BE ASSURED.  

 WE HAVE ENCOURAGED THE  ESTABLISHMENT OF MORE SMALL AND MEDIUM SCALE BUSINESSES UNDER 
THE SMALL BUSINESS GUARANTEE AND FINANCE CORPORATION FOR THE LOCAL AND EXPORT MARKETS WHILE 
PROVIDING ALTERNATIVE LIVELIHOOD OPPORTUNITIES TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN DISPLACED BY NATURAL 
CALAMITIES.   

 THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION TO FIGHT POVERTY WAS CREATED TO INTEGRATE THE EFFORTS OF THE 
POOREST AMONG OUR POOR INTO THE MAINSTREAM OF OUR ECONOMY.   OUR EFFORTS ARE CONCENTRATED 
ON GENERATING PRODUCTIVE JOBS AND LIVING WAGES FOR OUR PEOPLE.  

 TODAY, SEVERAL REGIONAL INDUSTRIAL CENTERS ARE BEING DEVELOPED ON AN ACCELERATED BASIS 
THAT ARE INTENDED TO CAPTURE INVESTMENTS AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR SKILLED  
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MANPOWER AND GENERATE SERVICES FROM THE COUNTRYSIDE.  FOREMOST OF THESE ARE THE SUBIC BAY 
METROPOLITAN AREA AND THE CALABARZON INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT PROJECT IN LUZON;  THE MACTAN 
EXPORT PROCESSING ZONE IN THE VISAYAS; THE DAVAO CITY-SOUTH COTABATO AREA; THE CAGAYAN DE ORO-
ILIGAN INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR, AND THE NORTHERN LUZON QUADRANGLE.   

DEALING WITH THE ENERGY CRISIS 

 WE HAVE EFFECTED THE REDUCTION OF BROWNOUTS THROUGH MORE DILIGENT MAINTENANCE OF 
POWER PLANTS AND BY TAPPING THE GENERATION CAPABILITY OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR.  A FAST-TRACK 
PROGRAM TO PUT AN ADDITIONAL 800 MEGAWATTS INTO THE LUZON GRID BY MID-1993 IS NOW IN PLACE. 

 WE ARE ESTABLISHING A DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY  TO CARRY OUT A NATIONAL ENERGY AND POWER 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM TO ENSURE IN THE MID-TERM THE STEADY FLOW OF ELECTRICITY TO OUR HOMES AND 
FACTORIES.  MORE EFFORTS HAVE ALSO BEEN POURED INTO OIL EXPLORATION AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
HYDROELECTRIC AND GEOTHERMAL POWER SOURCES.  

A  REVITALIZED BUREAUCRACY 

 MEMORANDUM ORDER 27 INITIATED THE REVITALIZATION OF OUR BLOATED BUREAUCRACY.  

 WE HAVE BEGUN TO DECENTRALIZE AND SIMPLIFY ADMINISTRATION -- TO FOCUS THE BUREAUCRACY ON 
DELIVERING BASIC SOCIAL SERVICES; AND TO SENSITIZE IT TO ITS PRIMAL FUNCTION OF SERVING THE PEOPLE.  

 PERFORMANCE AND FINANCE AUDITS I HAVE ORDERED OF THE MOST SENSITIVE BUREAUS, AGENCIES 
AND INSTITUTIONS SHALL BECOME THE BASELINE FOR PROBITY IN THE CARE AND USE OF PUBLIC FUNDS.  

 WE HAVE ACCELERATED THE RESOLUTION OF CRIMINAL CASES AND IMPROVED ACCESS TO GOVERMENT 
LEGAL AID SERVICES TO IMPROVE THE DELIVERY OF JUSTICE.   TO BREAK THE BOTTLENECK IN RESOLVING 
ADMINISTRATIVE CASES, WE ARE PROVIDING, THROUGH AN EXECUTIVE ORDER, THE IMPLEMENTING RULES TO 
THE 30-DAY REQUIREMENT IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE TO ACT ON SUCH CASES.    

 WE HAVE ALSO INITIATED LOCAL PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS THAT ADDRESS DIRECTLY THE NEEDS OF 
SPECIFIC GROUPS -- MARGINAL FARMERS, COASTAL FISHERMEN, UPLAND CULTIVATORS, DISEMPOWERED 
WOMEN, OUT-OF-SCHOOL YOUTH, URBAN SQUATTERS AND SLUM-DWELLERS.  TODAY, WE LAUNCHED THE 
PROJECT TO CONVERT SMOKEY MOUTAIN IN TO A HEALTHIER HOUSING AND WORK AREA. 

BASIC SERVICES AND OTHER SOCIAL CONCERNS 

 BASIC SERVICES CONTINUE TO BE DELIVERED TO OUR PEOPLE. 

 FOR PUBLIC HEALTH, BREAKTHROUGHS IN PREVENTIVE MEDICINE HAVE BEEN MADE THROUGH MASS 
IMMUNIZATION OF BABIES. 

 IN EDUCATION, WE HAVE STARTED THE PROCESS TO SET UP SCHOOLS IN EACH OF THE 6,000 BARANGAYS 
THAT NEED THEM EVEN WHILE WE UPGRADE THE QUALITY OF TEACHING STANDARD AND INSTRUCTION 
MATERIALS.  

 OUR EMPLOYMENT RATE HAS INCREASED BY A MODEST 3.7% OVER LAST QUARTER'S FIGURE. 

 MEANWHILE, THE  METRO MANILA AUTHORITY IS MOVING STEADILY IN THE IMPROVEMENT OF 
GARBAGE COLLECTION, TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AND THE CLEANING AND GREENING OF THE METROPOLIS. 

 WE HAVE DONE ALL THESE EVEN WHILE WE UNDERTAKE MASSIVE RESETTLEMENT AND REHABILITATION 
WORK IN CENTRAL LUZON.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

  THE REVITALIZED BUREAUCRACY IS UTILIZED TO MAKE THE PUBLIC ACTIVELY CONSCIOUS OF THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL ILLS WE FACE AND THE STEPS  WE MUST ALL TAKE TO PRESERVE THE ENVIRONMENT. ALL 
AGENCIES HAVE BEEN ENJOINED TO TRANSLATE OUR AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION INTO REALISTIC GOALS. STRICT ENFORCEMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS AND 
THE ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO ASSIST OUR AGENCIES IN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
MEASURES SHOULD BE THE YARDSTICKS FOR OUR ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS. 

INITIATIVES IN FOREIGN RELATIONS 

 AMID ALL OF THESE DOMESTIC CONCERNS, I HAVE NOT NEGLECTED OUR FOREIGN RELATIONS: I HAVE, IN 
FACT, JUST RETURNED FROM TWO DAYS IN BRUNEI DARUSSALAM, WHERE I CONSULTED WITH OUR PARTNERS IN 
ASEAN ON NEW MODES OF REGIONAL COOPERATION. 

 WE ARE REVIEWING OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES, IN THE WAKE OF ITS WITHDRAWAL 
FROM CLARK AND SUBIC BAY. AND WE ARE RE-FOCUSING PHILIPPINE EMBASSIES ABROAD TOWARDS ECONOMIC 
DIPLOMACY -- TO MAKE THEM SERVE OUR FOREIGN TRADE AND OUR URGENT NEEDS FOR FOREIGN INVESTMENT 
AND TECHNOLOGY; AND TO CARE FOR OUR HEROIC OVERSEAS WORKERS. 

 OUR CONTINUING CONSULTATIONS AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION IN ASEAN LAY THE FOUNDATION 
FOR THE FUTURE GROWTH AND WELFARE OF THE REGION WITHOUT CLOSING ITS DOORS TO THE REST OF THE 
WORLD. 

PEOPLE EMPOWERMENT 

 IN OUR EFFORT TO EMPOWER ORDINARY FILIPINOS, THE PRINCIPLE WE FOLLOW IS THAT GOVERNING 
FUNCTIONS WHICH CAN BE DONE ADEQUATELY AT A LOWER ORGANIZATIONAL LEVEL SHOULD NOT BE USURPED 
BY A HIGHER AUTHORITY. 

 IN THIS SPIRIT, WE ARE DEVOLVING POLITICAL POWER FROM THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT TO LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT UNITS -- AND FROM THE PUBLIC TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR. 

 MY GOVERNMENT NOW WORKS MORE CLOSELY WITH NGO'S AND PEOPLE'S ORGANIZATIONS -- TO 
WHOM WE HAVE GIVEN REPRESENTATION IN DEVELOPMENT COUNCILS AT MUNICIPAL, CITY AND PROVINCIAL 
LEVEL. TODAY, NGO'S ARE INVOLVED IN NEARLY EVERY CIVIC PROJECT -- FROM WATERWORKS ASSOCIATIONS TO 
FOOD-FOR-WORK PROJECTS; FROM FARMERS COOPERATIVES TO CREDIT NETWORKS. 

 PEOPLE'S ORGANIZATIONS ARE REPRESENTED IN THE VARIOUS COMMITTEES DRAFTING THE SUCCESSOR 
MEDIUM-TERM PLAN; IN THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION TO FIGHT POVERTY; AND IN THE ENFORCING OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS. LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS ARE ACTIVE IN OUR CAMPAIGN AGAINST ILLEGAL LOGGING 
AND IN FOREST PROTECTION. NGO'S AND PEOPLE'S ORGANIZATIONS ARE WELL-REPRESENTED IN THE NEW 
COUNCIL ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT -- WHICH IS OUR LEAD AGENCY IN PROTECTING THE PHILIPPINE 
ENVIRONMENT.  

  THE KABISIG PEOPLE'S MOVEMENT HAS BEEN STRENGTHEND AND REVITALIZED. IN ADDITION TO 
ADVOCATING GOVERNMENT-PRIVATE SECTOR COOPERATION TOWARDS INCREASED PRODUCTIVITY OF OUR 
PEOPLE AND THE SELF-RELIANCE OF OUR COMMUNITIES,  IT HAS ALSO BEEN TASKED WITH THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF OUR MORAL RECOVERY PROGRAM TO SPIRITUALLY AWAKEN OUR PEOPLE IN SUPPORT OF THE REFORMS WE 
HAVE INITIATED. 

REACTION TO OUR INITIATIVES 
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 THE REACTION TO OUR INITIAL INITIATIVES GIVES US GROUND FOR OPTIMISM -- AN OPTIMISM THE 
STOCK MARKET AND RECENT OPINION SURVEYS INCREASINGLY REFLECT. 

 IF FILIPINOS ARE STILL HURTING, THEY HAVE ALSO BECOME HOPEFUL ABOUT THE FUTURE. AND THIS, TO 
ME, IS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CHANGE OF ALL  BECAUSE “HOPE IS THE ANCHOR THAT WILL KEEP OUR STATE 
FIRM AND SECURE” ( HEBREWS 6:19 ).  

 IN THE TEETH OF DEFIANCE BY KIDNAPPING SYNDICATES PREYING MAINLY ON THE CHINESE-FILIPINO 
COMMUNITY, I HAVE ORDERED ELEMENTS OF THE ARMED FORCES AND OTHER AGENCIES TO SUPPORT THE 
PRESIDENTIAL ANTI-CRIME COMMISSION AND THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE IN THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
THEM. 

 I KNOW I SPEAK FOR EVERY ONE OF US WHEN I EXPRESS MY ANGUISH -- AND ANGER -- OVER THE BRUTAL 
KILLING BY KIDNAPPERS OF TWO YOUNG CHINESE-FILIPINOS. 

 NO MATTER WHAT IT TAKES, WE WILL ELIMINATE THESE OUTLAW-GANGS. WE CAN NEVER ALLOW THEM 
TO HOLD OUR CIVIC STABILITY TO RANSOM. 

 TO OUR COMMUNIST ADVERSARIES, WE ARE REACHING OUT WITH NO ILLUSIONS THAT NEGOTIATING 
PEACE WILL BE EASY. 

 EVEN SO, WE ARE WILLING TO SIT DOWN WITH THEM -- IN THE HOPE THAT WE CAN STOP THE KILLING 
AND BRING BACK TO CIVIL SOCIETY THE CADRES OF THE MOVEMENT -- THE YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN WHO ARE 
ALSO ITS SACRIFICIAL VICTIMS. 

 IT IS TO THESE MISGUIDED YOUNG PEOPLE THAT MY HEART GOES OUT. TO THEM I SAY:  DO NOT THROW 
YOUR LIVES AWAY FOR A LOST CAUSE. YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS YOU TO LIVE FOR IT: TO HELP IT BE THE BEST IT CAN 
BECOME. 

MILITARY REBELS AND SEPARATISTS 

 I FORESEE RECONCILING WITH THE MILITARY REBELS. HERE ALSO, GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN THE FIRST 
STEP -- BY RELEASING THEIR CAPTURED LEADERS TO THE CUSTODY OF THEIR SERVICE CHIEFS. 

 AS FOR OUR MUSLIM COMMUNITIES OF MINDANAO, SULU AND TAWI-TAWI, THE VIABLE OPTION HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN DEVELOPMENT THROUGH AUTONOMY AND NOT SEPARATISM. 

 GOVERNMENT'S BEST POLICY IS TO SUPPORT -- IN EVERY WAY IT CAN -- THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
POLICIES OF THIS AUTONOMOUS GOVERNMENT, TO HASTEN THE MODERNIZATION OF OUR MUSLIM 
COMMUNITIES AND THEIR INTEGRATION IN THE NATIONAL COMMUNITY. 
THE NEXT 2,091 DAYS 

 MY DREAM IS TO SEE OUR COUNTRY ON A STEADY COURSE TO NEWLY INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRY (NIC) 
STATUS BY THE END OF MY TERM. 

 MY DREAM IS TO SEE THE LESS FORTUNATE OF OUR PEOPLE EQUIPPED WITH ALL THE HUMANITIES OF 
LIFE. 

 MY DREAM IS TO SEE OUR NATIONAL COMMUNITY WORKING AS ONE TO ACHIEVE THESE GOALS.  TO 
THIS VISION I INTEND TO DEVOTE THE 2,091 DAYS THAT REMAIN OF MY PRESIDENCY. 
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 BY 1998, WE SHOULD BE HITTING 10 PERCENT IN REAL GNP GROWTH. BY THEN, INCOME PER CAPITA 
SHOULD BE AT LEAST $1,000; AND POVERTY INCIDENCE DOWN FROM TODAY'S 50 PERCENT TO LESS THAN 30 
PERCENT. 

 WHAT WILL IT TAKE FOR US TO ATTAIN THIS VISION? 

 WE NEED TO GENERATE FROM AMONG US A CIVIC REVOLUTION -- AND EXPLOSION OF SOCIAL ENERGY -- 
WHICH MUST BEGIN IN OUR HEARTS AND MINDS AS ONE PEOPLE. 

 IT MUST BEGIN AS A REVOLUTION IN SOCIAL ATTITUDES, IN CIVIC COMMITMENT. 

 CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE PRICE OF FREEDOM. 

 WE MUST ACCEPT THAT NATIONAL SOCIETY IS MORE -- MUCH MORE -- THAN JUST AN AGGREGATION OF 
INDIVIDUALS OR FAMILIES OR CLANS. 

 WE MUST REALIZE THAT EVERY HUMAN SOCIETY IS A PARTNERSHIP OF THE CONNECTED GENERATIONS 
OF CHANGING PERSONS THAT INCLUDE NOT ONLY THOSE WHO ARE LIVING BUT THOSE WHO ARE DEAD AND 
THOSE YET TO BE BORN. 

 AND WE CANNOT CONTINUE --  AS WE HAVE DONE IN THE PAST -- TO PASS THE BUCK TO SOME FUTURE 
GENERATION. THERE IS NO ONE HERE BUT US : WE ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ONE ANOTHER. 

CLOSING APPEAL 

 MAY ISANG AWIT NG MAKABAGONG SIMBAHAN NA NAGSASABI NG LAHAT TUNGKOL SA 
PANANAGUTANG SIBIKO. AT ITO'Y SIMPLENG-SIMPLE AT LALONG MARUBDOB KAYSA ANO MANG SERMONG 
SEKULAR NG PANGULUHAN. 

 AT AYON SA AWITING ITO: 

 "WALANG SINO MAN ANG NABUBUHAY, PARA SA SARILI LAMANG. 
 WALANG SINO MAN ANG NAMAMATAY, PARA SA SARILI LAMANG. 
 TAYONG LAHAT AY MAY PANANAGUTAN SA ISA'T ISA. 
 TAYONG LAHAT AY TINIPON NG DIYOS, PARA MAKAPILING NIYA." 

GOD BLESS THE PHILIPPINES.  MAY GOD BLESS US ALL.  
100892-1230-ROWIE 


