STEVE ACKLEY FUND NEWS

Cassie Turner received the Steve Ackley Memorial

Scholarship Award

Cassie Turner, a rising 2nd year AuD student at Gallau-
det University, received this year’s recipient of the Steve
Ackley Memorial Scholarship Award during Gallaudet
University’s Graduate School Awards and Hooding Cer-
emony on May 16, 2019. This is the fourth year in which
this award was given, and the largest award yet.

Selection was made by the members of the Gallaudet
HSLS Department, after careful evaluation and discus-
sion of Steve’s legacy and character. Cassie’s name
remained at the top of the list as the AuD Program facul-
ty and clinical educators considered several students
who exemplify Steve’s character.

Cassie arrived at Gallaudet last summer, with an enthu-
siasm to work with the Deaf community. She is a stellar
student and her accomplishments in just a year of being
at Gallaudet are many, but her kindness, thoughtfulness,
and warmth are truly deserving of Steve’s recognition.
She has gone above and beyond to help and actively
engage with the AuD faculty, her peers, and prospective
students, as well as students from other programs on
campus.

The Steve Ackley Memorial Scholarship Fund was es-
tablished in 2014 by the Faculty of HSLS Department.
With outpouring support and donations from numerous
family, friends, former stu-
dents and colleagues, the
Fund raised over $25,000
in just one year to be fully
endowed in Fall 2015, and
it continues to grow.

Dr. Steve Ackley was a be-
loved friend, colleague,
and mentor to many. Within
HSLS and Gallaudet, Dr.
Ackley served in numerous
roles, including Audiology
Program Director, Depart-
ment Chair, Faculty Senate
representative, and student
organization advisor. His teaching and mentoring was
student-centered, focused on life-long learning and hu-
manitarian ideals. With a natural ability to connect with
those around him, he often acted as a motivator for oth-
er's research and professional development. He is fondly

Steve Ackley—Memories shared at the 2014 Conference

Dr. Ackley was just and AMAXING person. He had a gift to make

everyone feel as if they were his favorite. A quiet individual at times,
yet had a profound way of impacting and touch so many!

Krista Roper

remembered for his warmth, humor, devotion to his fami-
ly and to his students, and commitment to audiology and
deaf education. Tax-deductible donation can be
made at: www.gallaudet.edu/office-of-development/
steven-ackley-memorial-scholarship-fund
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became one of the first University of Virginia students to
receive a minor in ASL and Deaf Culture. After becoming
involved in the ASL program and Deaf community in
Charlottesville, language accessibility for d/Deaf and
Hard-of-hearing individuals was something | wanted to
advocate for and support. | chose to come to the AuD
program at Gallaudet University because it was the only
place in the world that could provide me with both clinical
and cultural competence in audiology. This summer, in
addition to my AuD coursework, | will be starting the In-
fants, Toddlers, and Families Program which is an inter-
disciplinary graduate certificate program based upon cul-
tivating leadership, advocacy and collaboration skills in
professionals working with d/Deaf and Hard-of-hearing
children and their families.

I am incredibly honored to have received the Steve Ack-
ley Memorial Scholarship Fund and am grateful for the
generosity of its contributors. While I did not have the
pleasure of knowing Dr. Ackley, this is an immense hon-
or. I will do my absolute best to live up to his legacy by
furthering his pursuit of life-long learning and advocacy
for humanitarian ideals.

Steve gave me the confidence to be the person | am today. | used
to think the “important” people in audiology were all of the “BIG”
names—what | learned was that you can leave different kinds of
legacies. Steve’s will last forever.

Anonymous
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Newsletter from Friends of Steve Ackley Memorial Scholarship Fund

Some more memories shared at the 2014 Legacy Conference—by the speakers
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STARS THAT STARTED IT
ALL

These contributions were made
prior to April 2016. They helped
establish the endowment fund!

Katherine A. & Shawn Zeller
Jonathan Ackley

Herbert G. Zeller

Mary Ackley
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Ashley Espinosa
Karen Farmer
Brittany Fauble
Charlene Fletcher
Cynthia L. Frey
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The Stars of the Steve
Ackley Legacy Conference

These contributions were made
to make the Ackley Legacy
Conference in 2014 a success.
Individuals here gifted their
talent as presenters, or provid-
ed travel and lodging support to
the presenters. These contribu-
tions helped to deposit more
funds into the scholarship fund.
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Tax-deductible donation to the scholarship fund is

appreciated at:

giving.gallaudet.edu/Ackley.
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